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MAPPING OF THE CITES STRATEGIC VISION 2021-2030 OBJECTIVES AGAINST 
THE 2030 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS AND 
THE POST-2020 GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY FRAMEWORK 

CITES Strategic Objectives 

To ensure that international wildlife trade does not threaten the survival of wild species of flora and fauna:  

GOAL 1    TRADE IN CITES-LISTED SPECIES IS CONDUCTED IN FULL COMPLIANCE WITH THE CONVENTION IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THEIR 
CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE USE 

 
Objectives 2030 Sustainable Development Goals 

 
 

Objective 1.1 
Parties comply with their 
obligations under the 
Convention through the 
adoption and implementation of 
appropriate legislation, policies, 
and procedures. 

12 Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 
14 Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development 
15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 
In particular the following Targets: 
12.2 By 2030, achieve the sustainable management and efficient use of natural resources 
14.2 By 2020, sustainably manage and protect marine and coastal ecosystems to avoid significant adverse impacts, including by 
strengthening their resilience, and take action for their restoration in order to achieve healthy and productive oceans 
14.c Enhance the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources by implementing international law as reflected 
in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, which provides the legal framework for the conservation and sustainable 
use of oceans and their resources, as recalled in paragraph 158 of "The future we want" 
15.1 By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and inland freshwater ecosystems and their 
services, in particular forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands, in line with obligations under international agreements  
15.2 By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded 
forests and substantially increase afforestation and reforestation globally 
15.5 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020, 
protect and prevent the extinction of threatened species 
15.7 Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora and fauna and address both demand and 
supply of illegal wildlife products 
15.c Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and trafficking of protected species, including by increasing the 
capacity of local communities to pursue sustainable livelihood opportunities. 
15.9 By 2020, integrate ecosystem and biodiversity values into national and local planning, development processes, poverty 
reduction strategies and accounts 
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Objective 1.2 
Parties have established 
CITES Management and 
Scientific Authorities and 
enforcement focal points that 
effectively carry out the duties 
required of them under the 
Convention and relevant 
Resolutions. 
 

  

Objective 1.3 
Implementation of the 
Convention at the national level 
is consistent with Resolutions 
and Decisions adopted by the 
Conference of the Parties. 

12 Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 
14 Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development 
15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 
In particular the following Targets: 
12.2 By 2030, achieve the sustainable management and efficient use of natural resources 
14.2 By 2020, sustainably manage and protect marine and coastal ecosystems to avoid significant adverse impacts, including by 
strengthening their resilience, and take action for their restoration in order to achieve healthy and productive oceans 
14.c Enhance the conservation and sustainable use of oceans and their resources by implementing international law as reflected 
in the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, which provides the legal framework for the conservation and sustainable 
use of oceans and their resources, as recalled in paragraph 158 of "The future we want" 
15.1 By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and inland freshwater ecosystems and their 
services, in particular forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands, in line with obligations under international agreements  
15.2 By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded 
forests and substantially increase afforestation and reforestation globally 
15.5 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020, 
protect and prevent the extinction of threatened species 
15.7 Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora and fauna and address both demand and 
supply of illegal wildlife products 
15.c Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and trafficking of protected species, including by increasing the 
capacity of local communities to pursue sustainable livelihood opportunities. 
 

 

Objective 1.4 
The Appendices correctly 
reflect the conservation status 
and needs of species. 

15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 
In particular the following Targets: 
15.5 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020, 
protect and prevent the extinction of threatened species 
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Objective 1.5 
Parties improve the 
conservation status of CITES-
listed specimens, put in place 
national conservation actions, 
support their sustainable use 
and promote cooperation in 
managing shared wildlife 
resources.  

2 End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture 
12 Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 
14 Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development 
15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 
In particular the following Targets: 
2.5 By 2020, maintain the genetic diversity of seeds, cultivated plants and farmed and domesticated animals and their related wild 
species, including through soundly managed and diversified  seed and plant banks at the national, regional and international 
levels, and promote access to and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources and 
associated traditional knowledge, as internationally agreed 
12.2 By 2030, achieve the sustainable management and efficient use of natural resources 
14.2 By 2020, sustainably manage and protect marine and coastal ecosystems to avoid significant adverse impacts, including by 
strengthening their resilience, and take action for their restoration in order to achieve healthy and productive oceans 
14.4 By 2020, effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing, illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and destructive 
fishing practices and implement science-based management plans, in order to restore fish stocks in the shortest time feasible, at 
least to levels that can produce maximum sustainable yield as determined by their biological characteristics 
15.1 By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and inland freshwater ecosystems and their 
services, in particular forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands, in line with obligations under international agreements  
15.2 By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded 
forests and substantially increase afforestation and reforestation globally 
15.5 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020, 
protect and prevent the extinction of threatened species 
15.c Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and trafficking of protected species, including by increasing the 
capacity of local communities to pursue sustainable livelihood opportunities. 
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GOAL 2   PARTIES’ DECISIONS ARE SUPPORTED BY THE BEST AVAILABLE SCIENCE AND INFORMATION 
 
Objectives 

 
2030 Sustainable Development Goals 
 

 

Objective 2.1 
Parties’ non-detriment findings 
are based on best available 
scientific information and their 
determination of legal 
acquisition is based on the best 
available technical and legal 
information. 

12 Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 
14 Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development 
15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss  
In particular the following Targets: 
12.2 By 2030, achieve the sustainable management and efficient use of natural resources 
14.4 By 2020, effectively regulate harvesting and end overfishing, illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing and destructive 
fishing practices and implement science-based management plans, in order to restore fish stocks in the shortest time feasible, at 
least to levels that can produce maximum sustainable yield as determined by their biological characteristics 
15.1 By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and inland freshwater ecosystems and their 
services, in particular forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands, in line with obligations under international agreements  
15.2 By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded 
forests and substantially increase afforestation and reforestation globally 
15.5 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020, 
protect and prevent the extinction of threatened species 
 

 

Objective 2.2 
Parties cooperate in sharing 
information and tools relevant to 
the implementation of CITES. 
 

12 Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 
In particular the following Targets: 
12.8 By 2030, ensure that people everywhere have the relevant information and awareness for sustainable development and 
lifestyles in harmony with nature 

 

Objective 2.3 
Parties have sufficient 
information to enforce the 
Convention. 

12 Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 
In particular the following Targets: 
12.8 By 2030, ensure that people everywhere have the relevant information and awareness for sustainable development and 
lifestyles in harmony with nature 
 

 

Objective 2.4 
Parties have sufficient 
information to make listing 
decisions that are reflective of 
species conservation needs. 
 

12 Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 
In particular the following Targets: 
12.8 By 2030, ensure that people everywhere have the relevant information and awareness for sustainable development and 
lifestyles in harmony with nature 

 

Objective 2.5 
Information gaps and needs for 
key species are identified and 
addressed. 

12 Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns  
In particular the following Targets: 
12.8 By 2030, ensure that people everywhere have the relevant information and awareness for sustainable development and 
lifestyles in harmony with nature 
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GOAL 3    PARTIES (INDIVIDUALLY AND COLLECTIVELY) HAVE THE TOOLS, RESOURCES AND CAPACITY TO EFFECTIVELY IMPLEMENT AND 
ENFORCE THE CONVENTION, CONTRIBUTING TO CONSERVATION, SUSTAINABLE USE AND THE REDUCTION OF ILLEGAL TRADE IN 
CITES-LISTED WILDLIFE SPECIES 

 
Objectives 2030 Sustainable Development Goals 

 
 

Objective 3.1 
Parties have in place 
administrative procedures that 
are transparent, practical, 
coherent and user-friendly, and 
reduce unnecessary 
administrative burdens. 
 

16 Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build 
effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels  
In particular the following Targets: 
16.6 Develop effective, accountable and transparent institutions at all levels 

 

Objective 3.2 
Parties and the Secretariat 
develop, adopt and implement 
adequate capacity-building 
programmes. 
 

17 Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development  
In particular the following Targets: 
17.9 Enhance international support for implementing effective and targeted capacity-building in developing countries to support 
national plans to implement all the Sustainable Development Goals, including through North-North, South-South and triangular 
cooperation 

 

Objective 3.3 
Sufficient resources are 
available at the national and 
international levels to support 
necessary capacity-building 
programmes and ensure 
compliance with and full 
implementation and 
enforcement of the Convention. 

15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 
17 Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development  
In particular the following Targets: 
15.a Mobilize and significantly increase financial resources from all sources to conserve and sustainably use biodiversity and 
ecosystems 
15.b Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels to finance sustainable forest management and provide 
adequate incentives to developing countries to advance such management, including for conservation and reforestation 
17.9 Enhance international support for implementing effective and targeted capacity-building in developing countries to support 
national plans to implement all the Sustainable Development Goals, including through North-North, South-South and triangular 
cooperation 
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Objective 3.4 
Parties recognize illegal trade in 
wildlife as serious crime and 
have adequate systems in place 
to detect and deter it. 

15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss  
In particular the following Targets: 
15.7 Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora and fauna and address both demand and 
supply of illegal wildlife products 
15.c Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and trafficking of protected species, including by increasing the 
capacity of local communities to pursue sustainable livelihood opportunities 
 

 

Objective 3.5 
Parties work collaboratively 
across range, transit and 
destination states, to address 
entire illegal trade chains, 
including through strategies to 
reduce both the supply of and 
demand for illegal products, in 
order for trade to be legal and 
sustainable. 

15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 
17 Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development  
In particular the following Targets: 
15.7 Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora and fauna and address both demand and 
supply of illegal wildlife products 
15.c Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and trafficking of protected species, including by increasing the 
capacity of local communities to pursue sustainable livelihood opportunities 
17.9 Enhance international support for implementing effective and targeted capacity-building in developing countries to support 
national plans to implement all the Sustainable Development Goals, including through North-North, South-South and triangular 
cooperation 
 

 

Objective 3.6 
Parties take measures to 
prohibit, prevent, detect and 
sanction corruption. 

16 Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to justice for all and build 
effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels  
In particular the following Targets: 
16.5 Substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all their forms 
 

 

Objective 3.7 
Investments in building capacity 
of CITES are prioritized, 
coordinated, and their success 
monitored to ensure stepwise 
improvement through time. 

15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss  
17 Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development  
In particular the following Targets: 
15.c Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and trafficking of protected species, including by increasing the 
capacity of local communities to pursue sustainable livelihood opportunities 
17.9 Enhance international support for implementing effective and targeted capacity-building in developing countries to support 
national plans to implement all the Sustainable Development Goals, including through North-North, South-South and triangular 
cooperation 
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GOAL 4   CITES POLICY DEVELOPMENT ALSO CONTRIBUTES TO AND LEARNS FROM INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 

 
Objectives 2030 Sustainable Development Goals 

 
 

Objective 4.1 
Parties support sustainable 
wildlife trade policies, 
especially those that increase 
the capacity of Indigenous 
peoples and local 
communities to pursue 
livelihoods. 

8 Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment and decent work for 
all  
12 Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 
14 Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development 
15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 
17 Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development  
In particular the following Targets: 
8.9 By 2030, devise and implement policies to promote sustainable tourism that creates jobs and promotes local culture and 
products 
12.2 By 2030, achieve the sustainable management and efficient use of natural resources 
14.7 By 2030, increase the economic benefits to small island developing States and least developed countries from the sustainable 
use of marine resources, including through sustainable management of fisheries, aquaculture and tourism 
15.1 By 2020, ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and inland freshwater ecosystems and their 
services, in particular forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands, in line with obligations under international agreements  
15.2 By 2020, promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests, halt deforestation, restore degraded 
forests and substantially increase afforestation and reforestation globally 
15.5 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020, 
protect and prevent the extinction of threatened species 
15.9 By 2020, integrate ecosystem and biodiversity values into national and local planning, development processes, poverty 
reduction strategies and accounts 
15.c Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and trafficking of protected species, including by increasing the 
capacity of local communities to pursue sustainable livelihood opportunities 
17.14 Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development 
 

 

Objective 4.2 
The importance of achieving 
CITES’ aim as a contribution 
to achieving the relevant 
Sustainable Development 
Goals, as well as the post-
2020 global biodiversity 
framework, is recognized. 

12 Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 
15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 
17 Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development  
In particular the following Targets: 
12.2 By 2030, achieve the sustainable management and efficient use of natural resources 
15.5 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of biodiversity and, by 2020, 
protect and prevent the extinction of threatened species 
15.7 Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora and fauna and address both demand and 
supply of illegal wildlife products 
17.14 Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development 
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Objective 4.3 
Awareness of the role, 
purpose and achievements of 
CITES is increased globally. 

12 Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 
17 Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development  
In particular the following Targets: 
12.8 By 2030, ensure that people everywhere have the relevant information and awareness for sustainable development and 
lifestyles in harmony with nature 
17.14 Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development 
 

 

Objective 4.4 
CITES Parties are informed of 
international actions for 
sustainable development that 
may have a bearing on 
achieving the goal of CITES. 
 

17 Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development  
In particular the following Targets: 
17.14 Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development 
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GOAL 5    DELIVERY OF THE CITES STRATEGIC VISION IS IMPROVED THROUGH COLLABORATION 
 
Objectives 2030 Sustainable Development Goals 

 
 

Objective 5.1 
Parties and the Secretariat 
support and enhance existing 
cooperative partnerships in 
order to achieve their identified 
objectives. 

17 Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development  
In particular the following Targets: 
17.9 Enhance international support for implementing effective and targeted capacity-building in developing countries to support 
national plans to implement all the Sustainable Development Goals, including through North-North, South-South and triangular 
cooperation  
17.14 Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development 

 

Objective 5.2 
Parties encourage the formation 
of new, innovative and mutually 
sustainable alliances between 
CITES and relevant 
international partners, where 
appropriate to advance CITES’ 
objective and mainstream 
conservation and of sustainable 
use of biodiversity. 
 

17 Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development  
In particular the following Targets: 
17.9 Enhance international support for implementing effective and targeted capacity-building in developing countries to support 
national plans to implement all the Sustainable Development Goals, including through North-North, South-South and triangular 
cooperation  
17.14 Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development 

 

Objective 5.3 
Cooperation between CITES 
and international financial 
mechanisms and other related 
institutions is enhanced in order 
to support activities that 
contribute to CITES 
implementation and 
enforcement. 

15 Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat 
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 
17 Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development  
In particular the following Targets: 
15.a Mobilize and significantly increase financial resources from all sources to conserve and sustainably use biodiversity and 
ecosystems 
15.b Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels to finance sustainable forest management and provide 
adequate incentives to developing countries to advance such management, including for conservation and reforestation 
17.9 Enhance international support for implementing effective and targeted capacity-building in developing countries to support 
national plans to implement all the Sustainable Development Goals, including through North-North, South-South and triangular 
cooperation  
17.14 Enhance policy coherence for sustainable development 

 

 


