NOTIFICATION AUX PARTIES
No. 2022/046

Genève, le 8 juin 2022

CONCERNE :
SIERRA LEONE
Application accélérée de l'article XIII pour le bois de rose d'Afrique de l'Ouest
Pterocarpus erinaceus pour tous les États de l'aire de répartition
Le Secrétariat a le plaisir de diffuser les informations ci-jointes à la demande de la Sierra Leone.

Secrétariat de la Convention sur le commerce international des espèces de faune et de flore sauvages (CITES)
menacées d’extinction (CITES)
Adresse postale:
Secrétariat CITES
Palais des Nations
Avenue de la Paix 8-14
1211 Genève 10, Suisse
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11th May, 2022
Secretary-General,
CITES,
Palais des Nations
Avenue de la Paix 8-14
CH 1211
Geneva 10
Switzerland.
Dear Secretary-General,
RE: EXPEDITED APPLICATION OF ARTICLE XIII FOR WEST AFRICAN ROSEWOOD
PTEROCARPUS ERINACEUS FOR ALL RANGE STATES
The attention of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
has been drawn to a correspondence from the CITES Secretariat titled:
“Expedited application of Article XIII for West Africa Rosewood Pterocarpus
erinaceus for all range States.” requesting through the Director of Forestry at
the Ministry of the Environment, who happens to be the CITIES representative
in Sierra Leone inter alia, importing Parties to reject all export permits
concerning Pterocarpus erinaceus due to concerns related to sustainability
and legality of the international trade in that species. In addition, the
correspondence requests a number of range States, including Sierra Leone,
to provide non-detriment findings, legal acquisition findings, and/or request
zero quotas.
The effect of this correspondence is that it presents the timber trade in Sierra
Leone as illegal and therefore its Rosewood products are being rejected. The
perspective presented by this correspondence is erroneous and must be
rectified.
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This Ministry wishes to state that the timber trade in Sierra Leone is legal, and
has been so since His Excellency, President Julius Maada Bio, assumed office
in 2018. The trade is regulated and supervised by the Government, through
the Forestry Division in the Ministry of the Environment. In order to further
insulate the trade from illegality, the Government of Sierra Leone appointed
a Sole Timber Agent in June 2018, who is supervised by the Chief Minister and
the Ministry of Finance.
The Timber Agent has handled the trade responsibly and paid all revenues
emanating from tax levy on export of timber in full, amounting to over a
Hundred Million United States Dollars. The Secretariat is implored to verify
revenues generated from timber export as testament to the legality of the
trade in Sierra Leone.
We are committed to undertake our non-detriment and legal acquisition
finding survey that will help inform policies on the trade. We have requested
technical assistant in support of the survey, in a letter to the CITES Secretariat.
The Government has also imposed a five-month nationwide ban every year
from 1st June to 31st October, during which no logging/harvesting and
transportation of timber is allowed. Furthermore, the Forestry Division in the
Ministry of the Environment organises an annual countrywide Tree Planting
Programme, an exercise that is fully-funded by the Government of Sierra
Leone which has resulted in the planting of 2.8 million trees since June 2019.
These are modest efforts initiated by the Government to help protect the
timber trade.
The abrupt “Notification to the Parties” dated 28 March 2022, without notice,
is onerous to us as a Government, as well as those in the timber trade. This
decision, if not rescinded, will have serious financial implications for those
involved in the timber trade, most of whom are women and Chinese
Entrepreneurs. These entrepreneurs have paid for reasonable quantities of
empty containers to the Government of Sierra Leone and are yet to receive
the containers. This is because the global shipping logistics with respect to
container deliveries have had serious challenge worldwide with global
supply chain and Sierra Leone is no exception. This has delayed the delivery
of empty containers to these entrepreneurs for loading of their timber
products. Please be informed that all payment to the Government have
been made months before the 28th March 2022 notification.
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Based on the above, Government will appreciate your timely engagement
with the relevant authorities in Beijing and at the CITES Secretariat in Geneva,
to allow all entrepreneurs to clear their consignment at the various ports in
the People’s Republic of China and to allow those on the high seas exported
prior to the 28th March 2022 notification, while we engage and await the
CITES Secretariat’s reply to our letter of response to their notification which
was sent through the CITES representative in Sierra Leone and who happens
to be our Director of Forestry in the Ministry of the Environment.
Let me conclude by reiterating that the timber trade in Sierra Leone is legal
and that we are the greatest beneficiary as a Government. Let me also
confirm that we have received well over One Hundred Million United States
Dollars, which has helped Government to meet its social-development
obligations to the people of Sierra Leone.
Please accept our assurances of the highest consideration while we look
forward to your cooperation.

Sincerely,

Professor David J. Francis
Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation

CC:
The Chief Minister- Office of the President
The Minister of Finance
The Ambassador- Peoples Republic of China to Sierra Leone
Dr Wu Peng- Beijing Director Africa Division
The Minister of Environment
The Director of Forestry/CITIES Representative
Government Sole Timber Agent
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