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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

CITES Management Authorities personnel from Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB), 

Sarawak Forestry Corporation (SFC), Forestry Department Peninsular Malaysia (FDPM), 

Sabah Forestry Department, Sarawak Forest Department and Plant Quarantine Unit require 

more training to understand CITES rules and regulation, especially in implementing 

documentation of export and import permit and re-export certificate. Meetings and briefings 

were required by non-Management Authorities for CITES, such as Royal Malaysian Custom, 

Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency and the Unit of Police Marine (Royal Malaysian 

Police) understanding proper mechanism in over-riding the illegal shipment of Ramin and 

other endangered species listed under CITES. At present there is non existence of a special 

vehicle or task force to coordinate the understanding and proper implementation of CITES 

regulations. Personnel from these various agencies are not equipped with the knowledge in 

managing CITES requirements. 
 

The information on CITES trade and enforcement requirements were not fully addressed to 

enforcement personnel from the various government agencies and bodies. They have less 

understanding in managing international trade movement of endangered species (timber) 

listed under the CITES Appendices. Many thought that the action only involve the issuance 

of CITES export permit and CITES re-export Certificate (for Ramin, Gaharu/Agarwood and 

Podo (Podocarpus spp.). They have less knowledge that endangered timber species listed 

under the Appendices of CITES originated and sourced from other countries entering 

Malaysia must be inspected and it involves the issuance of valid CITES documents (export 

and import permits, re-export certificates). It is much anticipated that this Workshop will 

impart precious knowledge on the issue and will generate understanding on CITES 

implementation by all the implementing agencies. 

 

 

 

 

5



INTRODUCTION 
 

The listing of Ramin in Appendix II of CITES was proposed by Indonesia during CoP13 in 

Thailand 2004 and was agreed by Malaysia. The substantive measure was implemented 

starting 1 January 2005. MTIB is the Management Authority for Ramin and 

Gaharu/Agarwood (Aquilaria spp.) listed in Appendix II of CITES for Peninsular Malaysia and 

Sabah, while Sarawak Forest Department (SFD) and Sarawak Forestry Corporation (SFC) is 

the Management Authority for Sarawak. Since establishment of CITES listing for Ramin 

MTIB and SFC/SFD have been responsible for the administration of CITES permits and 

certificates, export quota management trade controls and enforcement surveillance.   

 

The physical enforcement control is also being managed and assisted by the Royal 

Malaysian Customs (RMC), Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA), Marine 

Police (MP) through enforcement activities MTIB and SFC/SFD personnel (enforcement unit) 

is facing difficulties in understanding the CITES enforcement mechanism, especially in 

identifying timber products of Ramin and non-Ramin (due to close resemblance in colour, 

texture and characteristics). MTIB and SFC/SFD personnel manning the exit points (ports 

and border – Johor and Singapore, Perlis, Kedah, Perak, Kelantan and Thailand, Sabah and 

Kalimantan, and Sarawak and Kalimantan) is not well verse with the rules and regulation 

related to CITES, especially monitoring documents control (CITES export and import permits 

and re-export certificates). Although efforts have been made to educate these enforcement 

personnel but due to high mobility of transfer MTIB/SFC/SFD needs to train and re-train it 

personnel, and this incurred heavy financial cost. The same things occurred with the 

enforcement personnel of RMC, MMEA and RMP. 

 

At present no efforts have been made to call all related enforcement bodies (within Malaysia) 

to carry out a special course or workshop on understanding CITES enforcement mechanism 

and to establish a special task force to co-ordination matters related to CITES enforcement. 

This was due to the difficulty in sourcing the appropriate fund from the Malaysian 

Government. Therefore, with the establishment of the fund by ITTO, MTIB as the 

coordinating government agency conducted the National Workshop on Enforcement 

Compliance for Trade in Ramin (Gonystylus spp.).  It is hoped that through this workshop the 

enforcement personnel of the implementing agencies/body will be equipped with the 

knowledge and tools in handling matters related to CITES. 
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OBJECTIVES 
 

1. To understand CITES Convention, mechanism, permits and annotations. 

 

2. To understand Ramin (Gonystylus spp.) implementation under CITES law and Act 

686. 

 

3. To deliberate on issues and problem of different enforcement mechanism by various 

agencies in handling Ramin (and other timber listed species). 

 

4. To understand Malaysia’s International Trade on Endangered Species Act 2008 -

INTESA 2008 [Act 686]. 

 

5. To create and coordinate proper enforcement mechanism for matters related to 

CITES (among agencies and on regional basis). 

 

6. To deliberate on establishment of a Malaysian Coordinating Unit for enforcement 

matters under CITES. 
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SPEECH BY THE DIRECTOR GENERAL MTIB  
FOR WELCOMING REMARK OF “NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON ENFORCEMENT 

COMPLIANCE FOR TRADE IN RAMIN (  SPP.)” 
 
Thank you Miss MC (Master of Ceremony). 

 

The Honourable Dato’ Wira Ismail Salleh, The Secretary General, Ministry of Plantation Industries and 

Commodities; 

 

Madam Zurina Pawanteh, The Under Secretary, Biodiversity And Forestry Management Division, 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment; 

 

Miss Milena Sosa Schmidt, Scientific Officer, CITES Secretariat, Geneva, Switzerland;   

  

Miss Tong Pei Sin, Senior Officer, International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO), Yokohama, 

Japan; 

 

Dato’–Dato’, Datin, Head of Malaysian Enforcement Departments and Agencies, Senior Officers of 

MTIB, Distinguish Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 

Assalamualaikum wbt. and very Good Morning. 

 

The Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB) and the Ministry of Plantation Industries and 

Commodities is very happy to receive all of you this morning.  

 

We gather here in this hall today with the purpose to establish common goal and understanding of 

CITES (convention of the international trade on endangered species of wild fauna and flora). It will 

then followed by discussion and a way forward to establish proper action plan and mechanism in 

implementing the CITES objectives (related to control of timber trade) by various enforcement 

authorities in Malaysia. 

 

MTIB is very happy to welcome members of the Malaysian enforcement fraternity to share and learn 

about CITES implementation in the country. The process of understanding the CITES laws had been 

making clearer and simpler by the gazettement and implementation of our very own law - Malaysian 

International Trade In Endangered Species Act 2008 (INTESA). The law became into force on 1 July 

2010. All this while there is no reference law to be address by various enforcement authorities that 

manage endangered species listed under appendices of CITES in Malaysia. Previously relevant 
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CITES related authorities in Malaysia such as Department of Wildlife And National Parks, Sabah 

Wildlife Department, Malaysian Timber Industry Board, Sarawak Forestry Department, Sarawak 

Forestry Corporation, Department of Agriculture, Fisheries Department Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah 

Fisheries Department and Malaysian Inspection and Quarantine Services are exercising their 

jurisdiction based on their own laws that was weak, loose and ineffective. Many of the regulation 

statement and penalties are weak and will be subjected to losing battle in court of justice. Some of the 

penalty imposition is very minimal and will not hindrance the criminal party from stop carrying the 

activities. It did not successfully condone activities detrimental to the survival of the endangered 

species of wild animals and plants/trees in Malaysia.  By having the correct and proper laws that 

imposed higher penalties including imprisonment through – Act 686 (INTESA 2008), those involved in 

the illicit international trade of endangered species will stop from continuing such activities.  

 

The departments and agencies stated above had been appointed by the Ministry of Natural Resources 

and Environment (NRE) as The CITES Lead Management Authority (the LMA). They are authorised to 

regulate and manage control of CITES listed endangered species by issuing CITES permits (export, 

re-export and import) and certificates and to certain extend imposing yearly quota export control to 

overcome extinction of the listed endangered species under their jurisdiction. For MTIB, at present 

there are 19 species of trees listed under appendices of CITES and in Act 686 (Appendix I, Appendix 

II and Appendix III) which are being monitor closely for international trade activities. Out of this, three 

(3) species are available in Malaysia. They are Ramin, Karas/Gaharu/Agarwood and Podo. 

 

For other enforcement departments and agencies that are not being appointed as the MA, they are 

called as the non-management authority. They are working closely with the various MA in insuring that 

endangered species items listed under CITES appendices will not be traded illegally. This department 

and agencies are present today in this workshop to share knowledge and to establish mechanism to 

manage our country natural resources and endangered species professionally. They are the Royal 

Malaysian Police, Malaysia Maritime Enforcement Agency, Forestry Department Peninsular Malaysia, 

various forestry states department in Peninsular Malaysia, General Operation Force, Marine Operation 

Force and various ports authority in Malaysia. 

 

Dato’-Dato’, Datin, Head of Departments and Agencies, Distinguish Guests, Ladies and Gentleman, 

 

I am happy to note that the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment and the Ministry of 

Plantation Industries and Commodities had continue supports and assists MTIB in all activities related 

to the successful implementation of CITES operation in Malaysia, especially related to endangered 

species of trees moving out and coming in into the country. MTIB were given the privileged to 

accompany both ministries attending the important international meeting of CITES such as ASEAN 
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Expert Group on CITES, Tri-National Task Force on Trade in Ramin (yearly meeting between 

Malaysia, Indonesia and Singapore), Plant Committee meeting, Standing Committee meeting and the 

Conference of Parties CITES (which was held every 3 years). MTIB and Malaysia had achieve many 

fruitful benefit from the meetings and many issues related to timber (under CITES endangered listing) 

had been addressed accordingly.  

 

However there are some experiences dealing with Ramin products to certain countries that need to be 

highlighted. In the year 2007 Malaysia is facing sanctioned of imports by all 27 countries in Europe  

(members of  European  Union). It was due to Ramin was listed in Appendix II CITES in early 2006 

and one of the requirement to enjoy trade  benefits is  for Malaysia to established non-detriment 

finding (NdF) on Ramin forest inventory. By establishing the data from the NdF, Malaysia can justify 

the population volume of Ramin trees in the forest in Peninsular Malaysia and Sarawak. Through this 

data, the Ramin national harvest quota and the Ramin national export quota can be establish. When 

Peninsular Malaysia and Sarawak submitted the NdF report (through NRE) to the European Union in 

2007, establishing the result of the national forest inventory – fourth series study (NFI-4), and by 

stating the yearly harvest quota and the export quota for Ramin (in Peninsular Malaysia and Sarawak), 

Malaysia were allowed again to trade Ramin to European countries. The trade sanctions were lifted in 

June 2007. The main purchasing countries in Europe importing Ramin products from Malaysia are 

Italy, Germany, France, Norway, Spain, Benelux, United Kingdom and Netherlands. 

 

Another issue is the refusal of the Australian authority to allow import of Ramin products into their 

market. Malaysia faced these difficulties in 2007 when the new Australian government took over from 

the previous government and start establishing the “Commercial Import Programme” rules. The new 

Australian government is very serious about making sure only the trade products and items export and 

import from the legitimate source of wild plants and animal is allowed to be trade in Australia. They are 

in fact following the rules being established by the European Union. Therefore from March 2007 and 

up to middle of 2008 no Ramin products enter the Australian market. Only in early 2008 after they 

accepted the data from NFI–4 submitted by the Malaysia government through Ministry of Natural 

Resources and Environment, then in September 2008 Australia lifts the import ban and accept 

Malaysian Ramin to their market.  

 

MTIB would like to thanks the Sarawak Forestry Department, Sarawak Forestry Corporation and 

Sarawak Timber Industry Development Corporation for sharing problem and information in improving 

the working relation pertaining to Ramin trade. MTIB hope the cooperation will continue forever. 

 

The main objective of this workshop is to establish networking among the various enforcement 

authorities in Malaysia. All this while we know that some function and rules are overlapping especially 
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on enforcing control of the trade (import and export). We hope that parties attending this gathering be 

committed to address the issues especially related to the communication problem in managing 

confiscated goods. MTIB already had a special mechanism with the royal Malaysian custom 

department to handle issues related to timber consignment of CITES and non-CITES matter. We had 

regular meeting to sort out many issues and it is a very good platform in solving many teething 

technical problems. MTIB were also being informed by the Royal Malaysian Police that they had also 

established a special networking with various security agencies in Malaysia under the ministry of 

internal security. Also they had a special communication portal among the various national police of 

various countries in the world. Not only that, they also have an active communication transfer through 

Interpol.  It is hope that this meeting will create thinking mechanism to establish proper communication 

and networking related to the implementation of Act 686 (INTESA 2008). 

 

I hope that you all have a good sharing of problem and issue in this workshop, and also do put your 

thinking on the best way to address the illicit trade of wild animal and plants, including timber products 

(Ramin, Karas/Gaharu/Agarwood and Pterocarpus santalinus). 

 

Thank you very much. 

 
DR JALALUDDIN HARUN 
DIRECTOR GENERAL 
MALAYSIAN TIMBER INDUSTRY BOARD (MTIB)   
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SPEECH BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE  
MINISTRY OF PLANTATION INDUSTRIES AND COMMODITIES MALAYSIA  

FOR OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE “NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON 
ENFORCEMENT COMPLIANCE FOR TRADE IN RAMIN (  SPP.)” 

 
The Honourable Madam Kartini Karim, The Assistant Under Secretary, Biodiversity And Forestry 

Management Division, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment; 

 

The Honourable Dr Jalaluddin Harun, Director General, Malaysian Timber Industry Board; 

 

Miss Milena Sosa Schmidt, Scientific Officer, CITES Secretariat, Geneva, Switzerland; 

 

Miss Tong Pei Sin, Senior Officer, International Tropical Timber Organization (ITTO), Yokohama, 

Japan, 

 

Dato’–Dato’, Datin, Head of Agencies, Senior Officers of Ministries and Agencies, Distinguished 

Guests, Ladies and Gentleman. 

 

Assalamualaikum Wbt. and Good Morning. 

 

On behalf of the Ministry of Plantation Industries and Commodities and Malaysian Timber 

Industry Board, I bid a very warm welcome to distinguished guests and participants from various 

enforcement departments and agencies to this National Workshop. I would also like to thank 

MTIB as the secretariat of the workshop for inviting me to officiate the opening of the workshop.  

 

As you may be aware, the focus of this capacity building programme is on the Enforcement 

Compliance for Trade in Ramin (Gonystylus spp.). This program was initially proposed by MTIB in 

view of the need to coordinate efforts on the management, monitoring and enforcement of 

endangered species traded in the international market. There were several cases reported 

involving endangered species such as plants and timber trees species that had been traded 

illegally as they fetched very high prices in the market. Therefore it is timely for all enforcement 

departments and agencies to understand the management of International Trade under the 

CITES Convention of which Malaysia is one of the parties to the convention. 
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The Convention for International Trade of Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora or CITES 

is a Convention established in 1973 with the Secretariat Office based in Geneva, Switzerland.  

Malaysia officially became party to CITES on 20 October 1977 and its ratification (the date when 

the entry came into force) was on 18 January 1978. To date 176 countries have become a Party 

to this convention.  

 

At present, 5,000 species of animals and 28,000 species of plants are protected by CITES 

against over-exploitation in international trade. In Malaysia trade in  wild animals or fauna and 

plants (flora) is being administered by the Peninsular Wildlife and National Parks (PERHILITAN), 

Sabah Wildlife Department and Sarawak Forestry Corporation. They are the authorities 

controlling international trade of more than 5,000 species of wild animals. The Agriculture 

Department of Malaysia, Malaysian Quarantine and Inspection Services (MAQIS) and Sarawak 

Forestry Corporation are entrusted to control trade of more than 28,655 species of plants. Whilst 

MTIB been appointed as the Management Authority (MA) to administer trade and enforcement for 

19 timber species listed under appendices of CITES in Peninsular Malaysia and Sabah, the 

Sarawak Forestry Department oversees the trade in Sarawak. The agencies which is the non-

management authority (non-MA) of CITES are the Royal Malaysian Custom, Marine Operation 

Force, General Operation Force and Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA).  

 

Besides MTIB, there are six other agencies that have been appointed by NRE as the MA’s 

Representatives from these agencies are present here today in this workshop as participants – 

the agencies are Malaysian Agriculture Department, Malaysian Quarantine and Inspection 

Services (MAQIS), Sabah Fisheries Department, Sabah Wildlife Department, Fisheries 

Department Peninsular Malaysia, and Sarawak Forestry Department.  MTIB would like to also to 

extend its appreciation to NRE as the Lead Management Authority and Lead Scientific Authority 

for its support to MTIB in carrying out this task. 

 

The species of wild animal and plants are grouped in the three CITES appendices according to 

the level of how threat from international trading namely Appendix I, Appendix II and Appendix III.  

Timber species in Malaysia namely Ramin (Gonystylus spp.), Karas/Gaharu/Agarwood (Aquilaria 

spp.), and Podo (Podocarpus) are listed in Appendix II, CITES.  Sixteen other timber species are 

foreign in origin.  

 

Under the Article VII of the convention, each country is responsible for drafting a national 

legislation regarding cites to ensure that CITES requirements of the latter will be fulfilled. In this 

regard, Malaysia has gazetted and consequently enforced the Act 686 – International Trade on 
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Endangered Species 2008 (INTESA) effective from 1 July 2010. It implementation is 

accompanied by two other regulations, namely the International Trade In Endangered Species 

(Permit, Certificate, Registration and Fees) Regulations 2009, and the International Trade In 

Endangered Species (Rescue Centre) Regulations 2009. The gazzetement of the Act and its 

regulations provide sufficient legal standing and authority to the respective departments and 

agencies to regulate and monitor international trade of these species. Therefore the Act 686 

complements the various existing domestic acts and it should not lessen the power of the 

domestic legislations empowered to the respective agencies.   

 

The success of implementing this act and regulations made under its provisions depends very 

much on the collaboration and co operation of various regulatory and enforcement agencies. At 

present, the MA of cites as well as the non-MA in Malaysia we are having difficulties in 

understanding the proper mechanism involved in countering the illegal shipment of Ramin and 

related timber species listed under CITES Appendices. Noticeably there is no special task force 

to coordinate the efforts and proper implementation of CITES regulations. Personnel from various 

departments and agencies are not significantly equipped with the knowledge in managing CITES 

requirements. Therefore this workshop will address this shortcoming and also to establish 

networking amongst enforcement agencies.   

 

In 2009, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment and Ministry of Plantation Industries 

and Commodities have established the taskforce known as committee on countering the illegal 

logging and trade in timber and timber products between Malaysia and Indonesia. To expedite 

the delivery of its functions, the working committee has been formed comprising of agencies 

namely MPIC, NRE, FDPM, Sarawak Forestry Department, Sabah Forest Department, FRIM, 

MTIB, MTC, MTCC, STIDC, Sarawak Forestry Corporation, RMC, RMP and MMEA. As one the 

terms of reference of this committee is to outline and identify strategies on countering allegations 

on illegal trade between two countries, it is logical to monitor and report trade of Ramin in view 

that only Malaysia and Indonesia are the major players in the trade of Ramin species. 

 

The successful conduct of this workshop will strengthen compliance to CITES procedures and 

facilitate activities of relevant enforcement departments and agencies in Malaysia when dealing 

with the endangered timber species. The workshop will also provide a better understanding on 

trade regulations and monitoring for Ramin and other timber species listed under CITES.  It is 

also my hope that participants will share their knowledge and expertise on CITES regulations and 

enforcement as well the implementation of Act of 686 and CITES Conventions provisions.   
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I hope that participants in this workshop will work together to establish proper mechanism in 

enforcing the trade regulation and monitoring of the endangered timber species listed under 

CITES – especially Ramin and Karas/Gaharu/Agarwood. The main objectives of this workshop is 

for various enforcement departments and agencies to gain insight about CITES mechanism and 

implementation, to establish task force to coordinate effective implementation and to establish 

effective communication channel and networking.  

  

At this juncture I would like also to welcome a representative from CITES Secretariat – Miss 

Milena Sosa Schmidt, and from International Tropical Timber Ogranization (ITTO) – Miss Tong 

Pei Sin to Malaysia. I hope it will be a pleasant stay for both of you here and urged you to take 

the opportunity of Cuti-Cuti Malaysia and enjoy warm hospitality of Malaysian.  I would like also to 

put on record the Malaysian Government’s appreciation to the support and funding extended by 

ITTO and CITES in organising this event and our sincere hope that this cooperation and support 

will continuously prevail.  

 

I wish all of you fruitful discussion and deliberation, as well as to establish net-working and 

contacts amongst the enforcement personnel. I also hope that the objectives and goals of this 

workshop will be achieved and the overall trade of the Ramin will be enhanced and sustainable.   

 

Before I end this welcoming remark, I wish to thank all agencies for their cooperation and 

specifically to MTIB for all the hard work in making this event possible. I hope that this workshop 

will be the start of continuous programme towards enhancing the capacity building of the 

enforcement personnel. 

 

I now have a great pleasure in declaring the National Workshop on Enforcement Compliance for 

Trade in Ramin (Gonystylus spp.) “ officially open ”. 

 

Thank you and wassalam. 

 

 

HONOURABLE DATO’ WIRA ISMAIL SALLEH 
SECRETARY GENERAL 
MINISTRY OF PLANTATION INDUSTRIES AND COMMODITIES, MALAYSIA 
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QUESTION AND ANSWER 





QUESTION AND ANSWER 

Understanding CITES Objective, Policy, Mechanisms, Implementation and 
Progress 

Question 
How is decision making in CITES on the resolution and regulation because sometime it 
has conflict with the national law against the international law. Some issues that arises 
are on the concept of sustainable forest management, communication not clear, 
regarding trade of Ramin internationally, species listed in Appendices, identification of 
CITES-listed species, etc. 
Answer 
Decision making are discussed in the International meetings of CITES and involved 175 
Parties. The meetings are discussed in the Plant Committee, Animal Committee, 
Standing Committee and finally decision and resolution by the Conference of Parties 
(CoP). 

Question 
Malaysia has practice sustainable forest management, carry out NDF and certification of 
timbers. Can CITES accept this document in the international trade especially for CITES- 
listed species? 
Answer 
CITES acknowledge SFM practice in Malaysia and certification of timbers. For NDF 
report, the purpose is to carry out study on the population of CITES species and 
determination of cautious harvest quota from the forest especially to determine the annual 
export quota. This is to ensure the international trade and survival of the scheduled 
species are managed properly and controlled. In conclusion, CITES requirement and 
certification/SFM is two different issue and to be consider separately. There is no 
restriction on Ramin trade but to comply CITES requirements will have easily access to 
the international market.   

Question 
What is the procedures and mechanism to trade for plantation species especially 
involving Agarwood which is now being widely planted in Malaysia? 
Answer 
Plant Committee will held meeting in April 2011 to discuss on the technical aspects of 
plantation species example for Agarwood. CITES had interpreted plantation as artificially 
propagated and this issue will be discuss further in the next 3 years. Malaysia to prepare 
inputs to discussed related issues. 
Remark 
ITTO explained that certification should be applied for all species in the forest. Suggest to 
produce NDF for the all species, provide documentation for legality proof of sources and 
verification on social compliance to ensure in line with CITES requirements. 

CITES and Plants : Understanding Permits, Listing and Annotations 

Question 
1. What are the ways to differentiate artificially propagated plant source from the wild 

and existing vegetation stand? 
2. How to enforce on scheduled species under Appendix 1 use in musical instrument for 

so long had in business. 
Answer 
CITES had the interpretation about artificially propagated and will get further information 
about this matter. 
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Ramin Distribution, Population, Trade, Permits and Imported Species for 
Peninsular Malaysia and Sabah   

Question 
Illegal laundering on importing of timber from Indonesia whereby they are reprocessed 
and exported together with legal timber from Malaysia. How do MTIB overcome this 
monitor and handle this situation? 
Answer 
Indonesia to produce original CITES Export Permit. MTIB will verify the permit and 
endorsed. MTIB will issue CITES Import Permit based on the specification detailed in the 
permit.  Physical checking is done at the entry point on the consignment and documents.  
After processed at time of export, MTIB will issue CITES Re-Export permit with reference 
to the original CITES Export Permit from Indonesia and must not more than the volume 
stated in the permit. MTIB do monitors and controls the trade of CITES-listed species and 
prevent illegal trade. MTIB have good collaboration and cooperation with other 
enforcement agencies like customs, maritime, marine police and MAQIS. 
Remark 
Ramin (Gonystylus spp.) was listed in CITES Appendix III by Indonesia in 2001. At the 
13th meeting of the Conference of Parties of CITES in Bangkok, Malaysia together with 
other Parties agreed to Ramin being uplisted to Appendix II, Annotation #1 (designates 
parts and derivatives) and entered into force on 12 January 2005. The Ramin export 
quota was then set at 35,000 m3 for Peninsular Malaysia and Sabah following the Ramin 
population assessment under the NDF requirements obtained from Fourth National 
Forest Inventory (NFI-4). It is apparent that since the listing of Ramin was initiated by 
Indonesia, it is logical for Indonesia to also institute controls to curb illegal trade in Ramin.    

Ramin Identification and Look-A-Like Species     

Question 
The enforcement officers from the customs or other agencies at the entry/exit point are 
handling all sort of products and are not familiar or specialise with their varieties. For 
Ramin products, how is it can be simply identified? 
Answer 
For Ramin identification, it is advisable for them to attend a short one-day course to have 
some knowledge and to be familiar with the ways to indentify Ramin. Participants will be 
taught on the theoretical and practical aspects of wood identification, and analysing the 
physical and structural features of the wood by using a simple instrument, a 10X 
magnification hand lens and sharp knife. Ramin are identified by its white colour wood 
and fine wing-like aliform parenchyma. In addition, Ramin look-alike species will also be 
taught in the course.  
Remark 
FRIM and MTIB had been organising the course on wood identification course for all 
timber species, including Ramin, and willingly to offer his expertise to any enforcement 
agencies to know Ramin. TRAFFIC also supported to conduct on the Ramin 
identification, include wild life too, and for funding may be able to provide. ITTO request 
agencies to submit draft proposal through ASEAN Regional coordinator if agencies need 
funding for the course with supported from the higher authority.        
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Status on Meeting of the Tri-National Task Force on Trade in Ramin 

Question 
Malaysian Custom Department had been involved in international meeting related to 
timber and need exposure on the international issues and trade in order to participate in 
the discussion. For timber issues, expertise are required for the discussion in the meeting 
example ASOF Meeting. Custom to be invited in ASOF meeting and other ASEAN level 
meeting related to timber trade and international issues. 
Remark 
NRE had form a Task Force to discuss this issues headed by MPIC and members of the 
related agencies including NRE. Prior to this matter, NRE will have a prep-meeting to 
discuss all issues before the Task Force meeting being held. At regional level, ASEAN-
WEN had discussed the issues related. Other meetings at ASEAN level were held by the 
relevant agencies. 

Implementation of the Malaysia International Trade in Endangered Species Act 
2008

Question 
1. Section 19 refer to enforce officer whereby not mention in Custom Provision Order 

and has limitation to custom officer. 
2. Act 686 to balance with custom provision order on the interpretation of transit 

(Section 3) scheduled species listing Agarwood (pg 107), export permit issuance. 
3. Appoint of MA and EA and their power. Suggest custom not to be MA and in line 

with section 6. 
Remark 
1. MMEA had section 6, Act 633 to enforce laws and order in enforcement. 
2. RMC has similar law with maritime but custom do not apply Maritime power. 

Question 
Section 19 where EO must associated with MA.  How to include other EO, under Section 
3 or Section 2? How will the investigation being carry out? Do MA. and EO need to carry 
authority card in their work? 
Answer 
Police, custom, maritime are EO under Act 686 even though not under their provision.  
They can use their own Act or CPC law.  First and Second Schedule can be change if 
there a need to include the agency and will be decided by the Ministr. CITES Authority 
card and is under Act 686 and agency can apply investigation under their Provision Act. 
Seizeable arrest is under CPC. 
Remark 
NRE propose to amend schedule had to bring to the Parliament. 
MMEA Act recognised their power to take action. 

Question 
1. Section on penalty and rescue centre need to be explained. 
2. MA and EA should be a different agency. 

Answer 
1. Compounded law had been gazetted. For public concern, use own judgement and 

restriction for compounding offences. 
2. MA and EA appointment takes  into considerations on the expertise of the agency. 
Remark 
The rescue centre under CITES is that it is an institution designated by the management 
Authority (MA) to look after the welfare of living specimens, particularly those that have 
been seized or confiscated. 
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The INTESA (Act 686) also have the objective to coordinate the activities of agencies on 
roles and responsibilities in governing, controlling, enforcing regulations on international 
trade of endangered species. 

Experiences in Handling CITES Cases 

Klang Port Authority        

Question 

In a Free Zone area, what are the role of Custom since some issues are not in the 
knowledge of custom. Only Port Authority handle the issues without notify the custom.

Answer 
LPK was given the power to control and monitor any activities in the Free Zone. If 
anything related to consignment or specific issues that cannot be solved, LPK will  
refer the matter to relevant agencies or enforcement authorities 

Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB)  

Question 
1. Had noticed a barge carries logs at sea and ship on the vessel. Do MTIB had Personal 
to inspect the logs in the sea? 
2. What action shall MMEA do if it happens? 
Answer 
The inspection is only done in the country. Once the consignment is exported, MTIB have 
no power. 
Remark 
RMC propose to follow section 49 under customs where stated “require a permit for 
barge”.
MMEA had power to control within 12 nautical miles. 
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A) Understanding of CITES Requirements and INTESA 2008
 
B) Problems on CITES Implementation by the Various 
 Enforcement Agencies in Malaysia, Establishment of local 
 Implementation Body and Proper Mechanism and Procedures

C) Communication Problems and Establishment of 
 Mechanisms to Communicate Effectively 

D) Establishment of Tailored Capacity Building by 
 Each Agency in Understanding and Implementing 
 CITES Procedures and INTESA 2008 within a 
 Specific Time Frame      

WORKING GROUP DISCUSSION





WORKING GROUP DISCUSSION 
 
GROUP 1  
 
Understanding of CITES requirements and INTESA 2008  
 
Issues raised 

 
 Understanding of CITES procedures and INTESA 2008 amongst enforcement 

personnel of MA and non-MA. 
 
 Advisory and guidance on CITES and INTESA 2008 implementation mechanisms for 

enforcement personnel of MA and non-MA. 
 

 Clear directives in exercising legal action (stoppage, confiscation, seizure and 
establishing ) within personnel of non-MA. 

 
 Proper instruction and guidance on Standard Operation Procedure (SOP) for action 

taken on confiscated goods regulated under CITES appendices.  
 

 Difficulties amongst non-MA enforcement personnel in differentiating Ramin timber 
from any other look-a-like timber species. 

 
 Proposal to list other enforcement authorities concerned under the INTESA 2008 to 

regulate and control Ramin trade for Peninsular Malaysia, including MMEA, RMP and 
Sabah Forestry. 

 
 Proposal for issuance of the “authority card” to relevant agencies and enforcement 

authorities by the NRE Minister. 
 

 Proposal to list under the Customs Order 2008 (Prohibition for Import) on the 
requirement to submit CITES export permit produced by the MA in the country of 
export. 

 
 Pertaining to Column 14 and 15 of CITES Permit, the requirement of clarification and 

endorsement from the authorities carrying last inspection before release for shipment.   
 
Recommendations 
 

 Lead MA to embark on nationwide road show to explain details of INTESA 2008 to 
MA and non-MA enforcement personnel. 

 
 Lead MA to disseminate mechanism or Standard Operating Procedures on 

enforcement and implementation on INTESA 2008 to MA and non-MA enforcement 
personnel. 

 
 MTIB to have regular discussions with RMC, MMEA, RMP (MOF and GOF) to work 

out solutions in solving matters related to confiscated CITES specimen or 
contraband. 
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 MTIB to assist and train non-MA enforcement personnel on visualising and identifying 
Ramin and other timber species listed under CITES appendices. 

 
 MTIB to establish “call centre” for other MA and non-MA to inquire matters related to 

Ramin and other timber species under CITES appendices. 
 

 Lead MA to study the proposal to list under the Second Schedule of INTESA 2008 to 
enlist more enforcement agencies, including MMEA, RMP and Sabah Forestry, to 
support control of Ramin trade.  

 
 Lead MA to advise and provide justification on the power bestowed unto the NRE 

Minister on the issuing of “authority card”. Customs and MMEA propose that every 
Head of agency should be accorded the power to lessen the workload of the Minister. 

 
 Lead MA to access and provide direction to the rightful authorities to endorse Column 

14 and 15 of the CITES permit.  
 
 
GROUP 2  
 
Problems on CITES implementation by the various enforcement agencies in 
Malaysia, establishment of local implementation body and proper mechanism 
and procedures  
 
Issues raised 
 

 MMEA laws only have control jurisdiction at sea, canals, rivers and estuaries. The 
laws have no jurisdiction when specimens or contrabands or goods have landed on 
land. 

 
 GOF has encountered some difficulties in establishing the demarcation border 

between Malaysia-Indonesia and Malaysia-Thailand whereby some specimens or 
contrabands can escape during enforcement operations by being moved to the other 
country unnoticed. 

 
 Customs and MMEA are familiar with Ramin and Karas/Gaharu/Agarwood under 

CITES but they have no experience with the other 15 timber species under CITES 
appendices originating from other countries. 

 
 Some cases involve occurrence of movements of CITES specimens or contraband 

CITES timber in Free Zone areas at the ports. Customs have no control jurisdiction in 
Free Zone areas. Some port authorities (Penang, Johor and Port Klang) do not have 
the skill and experience in identifying Ramin and other CITES listed timber entering 
the Free Zone area in the occasion of transit activities. 

 
 There is no Task Force to foresee and handle related CITES procedure 

implementation amongst the MA and non-MA. 
 

 NRE, MA and non-MA have not realised the importance of establishing a referral 
point or “desk officer” to communicate effectively concerning comings-in and goings-
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out of CITES specimens. At present, information received by MA from other 
sovereign countries is not handled in a fast and appropriate manner to hinder 
interception activities effectively. 
 

Recommendations 
 

 To look into the problems faced by customs, MTIB, MMEA, MAQIS and Agriculture 
Department on transit activities at Free Zone areas within the ports. Many cases of 
illegal entering of specimens or goods of CITES listed species have been cleared 
unnoticed by port operators. 

 
 Various agencies and ministries to establish referral points or “desk officers” to 

communicate effectively and also share information related to CITES procedures and 
INTESA 2008. This is a very heavy task which needs agreement and support from 
Ministries and Head of agencies.  

 
 Participants were reluctant to be named as the referral officer for their particular 

agencies as they didn’t have the mandate to propose their names without the consent 
from the Ministries or Head of agencies. 

 
 MTIB to get the consent from the Ministry for support and make a request to NRE to 

call for a meeting at the National level for the establishment of a Task Force or 
referral centre point at national level. 

 
 Some MA and non-MA personnel are having difficulties in implementing their 

respective laws and understanding and implementing CITES procedures and INTESA 
2008 in an expeditious manner without proper exposure.  

 
 Inconsistencies between CITES procedures, INTESA 2008 and respective agencies’ 

laws will create implementation difficulties amongst MA and non-MA and these need 
to be resolved. 

 
 To review customs coding to include timber species named under relevant headings 

and sub-headings as there are difficulties in capturing CITES trade data with regard 
to the coding. 

 
 To develop a “National Strategy Plan” on tackling issues and to involve all MA and 

non-MA in the National Committee especially on issues related to capacity building, 
special training programmes for investigation and prosecution and handling 
conformance of laws between CITES procedures, INTESA 2008 and respective 
agencies’ legislations.  The NSP to establish a special Task Force to review all 
agencies’ laws which are inconsistent with CITES procedures and INTESA 2008. The 
NSP to have clear outcome and involvement in relevant agencies, to tackle issues 
raised by MA and non-MA and to ensure the expected output will be handled 
correctly by individual agencies. 
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GROUP 3 
 
Communication problems and establishment of mechanisms to communicate 
effectively  
 
Issues raised 
 

 Lead MA to establish a clear permanent national referral centre for enforcement 
personnel of MA and non-MA to establish urgent contact and to get fast advice and 
direction settlement of cases. At present, the RMP, army defense forces, immigration 
and Department of National Security have established referral centres through the 
Ministry of Home Affairs. 

 
 At present, many agencies have established “desk officers” for matters related to 

non-CITES matters. There is not much emphasis given to establishing “desk officers” 
for matters concerning CITES procedures. There is limited communication from 
different MA and non-MA “desk officers” in data information and methodology sharing 
in solving cases related to CITES procedures and INTESA 2008. 

 
 The MA do not make it a priority to establish a specific portal on their agencies’ web-

sites pertaining to CITES procedures and INTESA 2008. 
 

 There are no channels for intelligence or public informers to the MA. The agencies 
should establish a contact hotline to get information from “whistle blowers” and to 
some extent to reward them. 

 
Recommendations  
 

 To establish “desk officers” and a national referral centre so that communication and 
instruction can be transmitted in a fast and expeditious manner. 

 
 All agencies to have permanent “desk officers” to manage their referral centre so that 

fast action could be taken at national and international levels. 
 

 All agencies and NRE to establish specific portals on their websites to inform the 
public on matters related to trade of CITES listed timber species. 

 
 Lead MA to coordinate quarterly meetings to close gaps on issues related to 

difficulties in implementing the CITES procedures and INTESA 2008. 
 

 Lead MA to provide a complete list of MA and non-MA enforcement personnel 
contact details and to appoint permanent “desk officers” to coordinate and manage 
the networking. 

 
 Lead MA to circulate easily understood “Terms of Reference” or “Standard Operating 

Procedures” on CITES procedures and INTESA 2008 to all MA’s and non-MA’s. 
 

 Lead MA to determine time-line of each action plan on effective communication to 
ensure all MA’s and non-MA’s are clear and act in a transparent manner. Lead MA 
also to establish short and medium term action plans. 
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GROUP 4 
 
Establishment of tailored capacity building by each agency in understanding 
and implementing CITES procedures and INTESA 2008 within a specific time 
frame 
 
Issues raised 
 

 Awareness of CITES procedures and INTESA 2008 among enforcement personnel of 
MA and non-MA. 

 
 All agencies (MA and non-MA) require further assistance in understanding of CITES 

procedures and INTESA 2008 in terms of guidance, advisory and legal support. 
 

 All agencies (MA and non-MA) need legal officers that are well versed in 
implementing CITES procedures and INTESA 2008 and able to conduct briefings to 
explain them to their enforcement personnel. 

 
 Establishing adequate budget within all MA and non-MA to hold regular briefings and 

capacity building on CITES procedures and INTESA 2008. 
 

 Lead MA to organise discussions and capacity building among all MA and non-MA 
related to updates on CITES procedures and INTESA 2008 at a regular and annual 
basis. 

 
 
Recommendations 

 
 All agencies to allocate the budget to hold capacity building regularly on CITES 

procedures and INTESA 2008. 
 
 All MA and non-MA to get legal advisory and correct procedures on handling of 

enforcement cases for their enforcement personnel. 
 

 All agencies to establish short term and long term plans for courses and workshops 
pertaining to understanding of CITES procedures and INTESA 2008. 

 
 All agencies to create a pool of resource and expert personnel on conducting 

investigation and in handling prosecution in court. 
 

 Related MA and non-MA to work together and coordinate to conduct regular 
inspections and provide training at any entry or exit point at the border area. 

 
 Lead MA to establish inter-Ministries meetings to discuss and integrate 

implementation of CITES procedures and INTESA 2008 on a twice annually basis. 
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Implementation Strategies/Recommendations 
 

 MTIB to get advice, guidance and support from MPIC for a proper way to establish 
their own referral centres or permanent “desk officers” for matters related to CITES 
procedures and INTESA 2008. 

 
 Lead MA to establish a special Task Force involving all MA and non-MA to handle 

communication matters and related enforcement cases on CITES procedures and 
INTESA 2008. 

 
 Lead MA to plan and execute regular briefing and explanation to all MA and non-MA 

enforcement personnel pertaining to CITES procedures and INTESA 2008. 
 

 Lead MA to establish adequate references and Standard Operating Procedures in 
handling enforcement cases from interception, seizure, investigation, prosecution 
procedure, goods auction and release of specimen or contrabands.  It will become a 
special tool and guide for enforcement personnel in handling CITES procedures and 
INTESA 2008. 

 
 MTIB to communicate with all MA and non-MA in establishing active networking on 

matters related to INTESA 2008 for timber species listed under CITES appendices. 
 

 All MA and non-MA to propose their training needs for understanding of 
implementation of CITES procedures and INTESA 2008. 

 
 All MA and non-MA to establish networking with industry players and forwarding 

agents, with the aim of educating them on proper trade requirements through 
understanding CITES procedures and INTESA 2008 requirements. 

 
 All MA and non-MA including the Lead MA to establish a portal or special caption in 

their own websites pertaining to understanding and abiding requirements under 
CITES procedures and INTESA 2008. 

 
 Lead MA to include Customs under INTESA 2008 in controlling the entry and exit 

points and to coordinate with all MA’s to control trade of all CITES listed species. 
 

 Issues raised in this workshop relate to understanding of CITES procedures and 
INTESA 2008 and also on enforcing their rules and regulations. Proper steps and 
mechanism to be applied to address these issues accordingly. 

 
 With regard to the establishment of a special Task Force and referral centre, Lead 

MA to seek advice from the Ministry’s legal advisor and from the Attorney General. 
Lead MA to coordinate meetings to address this matter to all MA and non-MA. Some 
of the related issues have been addressed under different national task forces. 

 
 MTIB and FRIM to provide training on timber species identification. 

 
 
 

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES/RECOMMENDATIONS 
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Benefits to Agencies 
 

 Acquiring of more knowledge and understanding of CITES procedures and INTESA 
2008. 

 
 Understanding and experiencing sharing of insights on the enforcement 

implementation by different MA and non-MA. 
 

 Non-MA having a clear understanding and insight on CITES procedures and INTESA 
2008 and fully supporting and providing assistance to MA. 

 
 MPIC gaining insight on MTIB’s tasks and responsibilities on CITES matters and 

being responsible in implementing INTESA 2008. MPIC to support and assist MTIB in 
its activities and to coordinate CITES related meetings at international and national 
levels. 

 
 Non-MA acquiring from MTIB and FRIM special courses in identifying timber listed 

species under CITES appendices. 
 

 Sharing of enforcement issues with CITES Secretariat and ITTO on implementation 
aspects faced by the industry and the exporter and having a better understanding of 
handling and controlling of CITES permits and issues from MTIB. 

 
 All issues discussed in this workshop will be highlighted by NRE at the “National 

Retreat on Implementation of INTESA 2008” in Belum Forest Resort, Perak.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BENEFITS TO AGENCIES
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Conclusion 
 

 The aim of the national workshop was to provide adequate information on CITES 
procedures and INTESA 2008 to MA’s and Non-MA’s personnel in Malaysia.  
Participants acquired knowledge and understanding of control of international trade 
for timber/plant of endangered species listed under CITES and Act 686. 

 
 The gathering of enforcement regulators of MA’s and Non-MA’s provided a platform 

to share experiences and find better ways in handling issues related to CITES and 
INTESA 2008. 

 
 Difficulties in managing standards and compliance as instituted by NITESA 2008 

which were due to lack of knowledge and skills were addressed during the workshop.  
NRE as the Lead MA will undertake activities of implementing nationwide briefings to 
the enforcement personnel manning the country’s entry and exit points. 

 
 The national workshop provided awareness, insight and knowledge in combating 

illegal trade of CITES timber species to enforcement personnel of MA’s and Non-
MA’s. 

 
 Efforts to provide continuous training to upgrade the skills of MA and Non-MA 

personnel in managing investigation and prosecution must be taken seriously by the 
Lead MA (NRE). 

 
 NRE as the Lead MA and other MA’s will undertake recommendations related to its 

function and responsibilities and address weaknesses and short comings faced by 
the MA’s and Non-MA’s on the implementation of CITES procedures and INTESA 
2008. 

 
 

CONCLUSION 
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Annex 1

WORKSHOP PROGRAMME 
National Workshop On Enforcement Compliance For Trade In Ramin 

(Gonystylus spp.)
8 – 10 December 2010 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Day 1 (8 December 2010, Wednesday) 

0830 – 0900   Registration  

0900 – 0930   Opening Session 

 Welcome Remark by Director General MTIB – Dr Jalaluddin Harun 
 Speech by ITTO Representative – Miss Tong Pei Sin 
 Speech by CITES Representative – Miss Milena Sosa Schmidt 
 Opening Address by Secretary General MPIC - Y. Bhg. Datuk Wira Ismail 

Salleh

0930 – 0945  Tea Break 

0945 – 1045 Understanding CITES Objective, Policy, Mechanisms, Implementation and 
Progress (CITES Secretariat) 

1045 – 1115  Ramin Ecology, Harvest and Trade. Is it Sustainable? 
   (TRAFFIC Southeast Asia) 

1115 – 1200 CITES and Plants : Understanding Permit, Listing and Annotations (CITES 
Secretariat) 

1200 – 1230  Ramin Distribution, Population, Trade, Permits and Imported Species 
for Peninsular Malaysia and Sabah (MTIB) 

1230 – 1300     Ramin Distribution, Population, Trade and Permits for Sarawak  
   (Sarawak Forestry Department) 

1300 – 1400     Lunch Break  

1400 – 1430     Ramin Identification and Look-a-Like Species (FRIM) 

1430 – 1500    Status on Meeting of The Tri-National Task Force on Trade in Ramin (MTIB) 

1500 – 1545  Implementation of the Malaysian International Trade in Endangered  
Species Act 2008 (NRE) 

1545 – 1600  Tea Break 

Experiences in Handling CITES Cases (Log, Sawntimber, Large Scantling and 
Squares) by : 

1600 – 1620      a). Royal Malaysian Custom (RMC) 

1620 – 1640      b). Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA) 

1640 – 1700  c). Marine Operation Force (MOF-RMP) 

1700 – 1720  d). General Operation Force (GOF-RMP)  

Lunch Break
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1720 – 1805  e). Klang Port Authority 

f). Johor Port Authority 

1805 – 1830  g). Malaysian Timber Industry Board (MTIB) 

2000 – 2145  Welcoming Dinner  

Day 2 (9 December 2010, Thursday)

0900 – 1215  Visit Scenic Moulding Sdn Bhd, Rawang, Selangor  

1215 – 1330  Lunch Break 

1400 – 1600  Visit Custom Inspection Station at West Port, Port Klang, Selangor 

1600 – 1700  Travel back to Hotel 

1900 – 2020  Dinner 

Day 3 (10 December 2010, Friday) 

0830 – 1030  Breakout Session – 4 Groups to Discussed on : 

a). Understanding CITES Requirements and INTESA 2008 

b). Problems on CITES Implementation by the Various Enforcement 
Agencies in Malaysia, Establishment of Local Implementing Body and 
Proper Mechanisms and Procedures 

c). Discuss Communication Problems and Establish Mechanism to 
Communicate Effectively 

d). Discuss Establishment of Tailored Capacity Building by Each Agency in 
Understanding and Implementation of CITES and INTESA 2008 with 
specific time–frame 

1030 – 1100 Group Presentation of Findings from the Breakout Sessions 
- Recommendation and Way Forward 

1100 – 1115  Tea Break 

1115 – 1215 Establishment of Focal Point for Communication Channels and Networking. 
Discuss Format References, Responsibilities and Planning of Related Activities. 

1215 – 1430  Lunch Break 

1430 – 1530  Continuation  

1530 – 1600  Conclusion 

1600 – 1630   Closing 

END
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
National Workshop On Enforcement Compliance For Trade In Ramin 

( .) 
8 – 10 December 2010 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 

 
No. 

 
Name 

 
Agencies/Organisation 

 
Position 

 
1. 
 
 
 

 
Abdul Harith Mustafa 
Ahmad Khairati 

 
Malaysian Maritime Enforcement 
Agency (MMEA)  
Labuan, Sabah, Malaysia 

 
Maritime Commander 

 
2. 
 
 

 
Aida Farihan Md Salleh 

 
Forestry Department Peninsular 
Malaysia (FDPM) 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 

 
Legal Officer 

 
3. 
 
 

 
Ani Sulaiman (Dr.) 

 
Forest Research Institute 
Malaysia (FRIM) 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 

 
Senior Wood Anatomy 
Officer 

 
4. 
 
 
 

 
Azean Ahmad 

 
CITES Management Division 
Department of Agriculture 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

 
Assistant Director 

 
5. 

 
Azmi Yahya 
 
 
 

 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board 
(MTIB), Johor, 
Malaysia 

 
Head of MTIB, Johor 

 
6. 
 
 

 
Chai Kam Ching 

 
Malaysian Timber Council (MTC), 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 

 
Senior Executive 

 
7. 
 
 

 
Che Jumat Ahmad 

 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board 
(MTIB) 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 

 
Deputy Director 
Registration 

 
8. 
 
 
 

 
Christopher Ravindran 
Dass 

 
Malaysia Maritime Enforcement 
Agency (MMEA) 
Putrajaya, Malaysia 
 
 

 
Principal Assistant 
Director 
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9. 
 
 
 

 
Fauziah Othman 

 
Malaysian Quarantine Inspection 
Services (MAQIS) 
Putrajaya, Malaysia 
 

 
Deputy Director 

 
10. 
 
 

 
Harry Yong 

 
Forestry Department Peninsular 
Malaysia (FDPM) 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 

 
Principal Assistant 
Director - Management 

 
11. 
 

 
Hasnol Mhd Yassin 

 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board 
(MTIB), Northern Regional Office, 
Pulau Pinang, Malaysia 
 
 

 
Assistant Head,  
MTIB Northern Region 

 
12. 
 
 

 
Hayda Faridzal Abu 
Hassan 

 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment (NRE) 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 

 
Senior Legal Advisor 

 
13. 
 
 

 
Ismail Rahman 

 
Royal Malaysian Custom (RMC) 
Putrajaya, Malaysia 
 

 
Senior Assistant 
Director 

 
14. 
 
 

 
Jaya Gopi S. Narayanan 

 
Royal Malaysian Custom (RMC) 
Putrajaya, Malaysia 
 

 
Senior Assistant 
Director 

 
15. 
 
 

 
Jose Ampiu 

 
Department of Wildlife and 
National Parks Peninsular 
Malaysia (PERHILITAN) 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 

 
Wildlife Officer - Legal 
Department 

 
16. 
 
 
 

 
Kartini Karim 

 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment (NRE) 
Putrajaya, Malaysia 

 
Principal Assistant 
Secretary 

 
17. 
 
 

 
Koh Chian Cheat 

 
Free Zone Department 
Port Klang Authority  
West Port, Klang 
Selangor, Malaysia 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Senior Executive 
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18. 
 

 
Law Hong Soon (Dato’) 

 
General Operation Force (GOF), 
Royal Malaysian Police 
Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia 
 

 
Brigade Commander 
Sarawak 

 
19. 

 
Malcom Demies 

 
Sarawak Forestry Corporation 
(SFC), Kuching, Sarawak 
Malaysia 
 

 
Senior Officer 

 
20. 
 
 

 
Mazree Iman 

 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board 
(MTIB), Kota Kinabalu, Sabah 

 
Head of MTIB 
Sabah 

 
21. 
 
 

 
Milena Sosa Schmidt 

 
CITES Secretariat 
CITES Geneva, Switzerland 

 
Scientific Officer 

 
22. 
 
 
 

 
Mohd Hariri Mohd Aziz 

 
Malaysian Anti Corruption 
Commission (MACC) 
Putrajaya, Malaysia 
 

 
Assistant  
Commissioner 

 
23. 
 
 

 
Mohd Shahbudin Sabki 

 
Sarawak Forestry Corporation 
(SFC), Kuching, Sarawak 
Malaysia 
 

 
Deputy Director 

 
24. 
 

 
Mohd Zahari Mohd 
Rusjuna 
 

 
Johor Port Authority 
Pasir Gudang, Johor 

 
Science Officer 

 
25. 
 

 
Md Yusoff Ismail 

 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board 
(MTIB), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 

 
Deputy Director 
Licensing 

 
26. 
 
 

 
Muhamad Suhairy 
Hussain 

 
Malaysian Maritime Enforcement 
Agency (MMEA) 
Putrajaya, Malaysia 
 

 
Lieutenant Commander 

 
27. 
 

 
Nor Azman Jamal 

 
Marine Operation Force (MOF) 
Royal Malaysian Police 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 

 
Assistant 
Superintendent 

 
28. 
 

 
Noor Laila Mohamad 
Halip 
 

 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board 
(MTIB), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 

 
Director Strategic 
Planning 
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29. 
 
 

 
Noorainie Awang Anak 

 
TRAFFIC-South East Asia 
Petaling Jaya, Selangor 
Malaysia 
 

 
Environment Officer 

 
30. 
 
 

 
Norchahaya Hashim 
 
 

 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board 
(MTIB), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

 
Director Enforcement 
and Licensing 

 
31. 
 
 

 
Nurul Ilyani Mohamad 
Tamam 

 
Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment (NRE) 
Putrajaya, Malaysia 
 

 
Legal Advisor 

 
32. 
 
 

 
Paul Khiu Khon Chiong 

 
Marine Operation Force (MOF) 
Royal Malaysian Police 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 

 
Superintendent 

 
33. 
 

 
Rahim Buang 

 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board 
(MTIB), Central Region Office 
Klang, Selangor, Malaysia 
 

 
Head MTIB  
Central Region 

 
34. 
 
 

 
Ramli Mohd Khanafiah 

 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board 
(MTIB), Kuantan, Pahang 
Malaysia 
 

 
Head MTIB 
Pahang 

 
35. 
 
 

 
Razali Abdul Rahman 

 
Forestry Department Pahang 
State, Kuantan, Pahang 
Malaysia 
 

 
Assistant Director -  
Forest Management 

 
36. 
 
 

 
Sailun Aris 

 
Sabah Wildlife Department 
(SWD), Kota Kinabalu, Sabah 
Malaysia 
 

 
Wildlife Officer 

 
37. 

 
Salmiah Ujang (Dr.) 
 

 
Forest Research Institute 
Malaysia (FRIM) 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 

 
Senior Wood Anatomy 
Officer 

 
38. 
 
 

 
Sharipuddin Mohd Halidi 

 
Malaysian Quarantine Inspection 
Services (MAQIS) 
WestPorts, Port Klang, Selangor 
Malaysia 
 

 
Assistant Director 
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39. 
 

 
Sharman Ibrahim 

 
General Operation Force (GOF) 
Royal Malaysian Police 
Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia 
 

 
Assistant 
Superintendent 

 
40. 
 
 

 
Suhaimi Kamaruddin 
Wee 
 
 

 
Malaysian Anti Corruption 
Commission (MACC) 
Putrajaya, Malaysia 
 

 
Assistant  
Commissioner 

 
41. 
 
 

 
Thang Hooi Chiew 

 
International Tropical Timber 
Organization (ITTO) 
Yokohama, Japan 

 
Regional Coordinator for 
Asia (Kuala Lumpur) 
 

 
42. 
 

 
Tong Pei Sin 

 
International Tropical Timber 
Organization (ITTO) 
Yokohama, Japan 
 

 
Senior  Executive 

 
43. 
 

 
Yew Chin Heong 

 
Royal Malaysian Custom (RMC) 
Free Zone Area, WestPorts 
Port Klang, Selangor 
Malaysia 
 

 
Senior Assistant 
Director 

 
44. 
 
 

 
Yeong Kah Yen 

 
Malaysian Timber Council (MTC) 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

 
Senior Executive 

 
45. 
 

 
Zahari Hamid 

 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board 
(MTIB), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 

 
Senior Enforcement 
Officer 

 
46. 
 

 
Zulkepli Abd Rani 

 
Malaysian Timber Industry Board 
(MTIB), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
 

 
Deputy Director 
Enforcement  
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Zahari Hamid 
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