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CITES Non-detriment finding

Simple Evaluation Template

Text in italics is explanatory and should be deleted in completed documents. Please refer to the NDF Guidelines document for further explanation on how to complete this evaluation.

	Species name
	Smaug mossambicus (CITES II)

	Range state name
	Mozambique 

	Report compiled by
	Gerald Benyr

	Date compiled
	23/4/2023

	Section One: Summary

	Please provide a short overview (1-2 paragraphs) of the trade in this species in the country of interest. 
In 2012 the SC recommended to suspend trade in Smaug mossambicus from Mozambique until that country until that country demonstrates compliance with Article IV, paragraphs 2 (a) and 3, for this species, and provides full information to the Secretariat regarding compliance with the recommendations of the Animals Committee (SC62 Doc. 27.1 (Rev. 1)).
 

	Section Two: Simple Evaluation score

	Please score each attribute listed within the table below and sum these to provide a total.

Number of points

Score

Criteria

1

2

3

Annual Harvest level

Low (<500)

Medium (500 - 5,000)

High (>5,000)

2
Area of distribution 

Large (>20,000km2)

Medium (2,500 – 20,000km2)

Small (<2,500km2)

2
Life-history

Fast

Medium

Slow

2
Illegal trade and IUCN status

If levels of illegal trade are known, they should be included under “Annual harvest level”. If unknown, and suspected to be detrimental, give a maximum score of 1 point. Similarly, if the status of the species is is listed as VU, EN or CR in the IUCN Red List Of Threatened Species, give a maximum score of 1 point
0


	Section Three: Justification – Harvest level

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

According to the CTD, trade ended in 2012 with a volume of 1170 specimens. The average trade volume of the last five years was 994 specimens. The IUCN Red List reports an average of 600–700 individuals per year at the height of this trade. 



	Section Four: Justification – Area of distribution

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

The IUCN Red List reports: “the species has an extent of occurrence of nearly 40,000 km² _and its modelled distribution within this area covers 10,975 km² _and that it is “widespread and found across a number of different environments, suggesting it is not limited to a particular vegetation type or altitudinal range”. Approximately a fifth of the range is in Mozambique. 



	Section Five: Justification – Life history

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

With approximately three years for reaching maturity, a clutch size of typically 3 to 5 offspring and an most likely in average biannual reproduction cycle (Krabbe-Paulduro & Paulduro 1989, Reptile Care Database http://www.reptile-care.de/species/Scincoidea/Cordylidae/Smaug-mossambicus.html), the species has medium life – _history parameters compared to the values given in figure 2 of the snake NDF guide. 



	Section Six: Illegal trade and IUCN Status

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

The IUCN Red List assessment of 2019 (Farooq, Conradie & Verburgt) categorizes the species as Least Concern with a stable population trend. It also reports that “the trade data also show there have been nearly 40 wild caught individuals (2008–2010) exported from South Africa, where this species does not occur” _but assume that instead native species might be have been trade. No other illegal trade or national use is reported and compared to the assumed legal trade, 40 specimens are a negligible number. Hence, no detrimental effect of illegal trade is assumed. 



	Section Seven: Conclusion, course of action, and determination on exports

	Please provide an overall conclusion on the perceived threat of trade to the species and details on whether further course of action will be taken to complete an NDF for the species.
With a score of six the species-country combination requires a more detailed assessment. 



	Section Eight: Literature Cited

	Please provide references to all the reports and literature cited in this evaluation.
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