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CITES Non-detriment finding

Simple Evaluation Template

Text in italics is explanatory and should be deleted in completed documents. Please refer to the NDF Guidelines document for further explanation on how to complete this evaluation.

	Species name
	Shinisaurus crocodilurus

	Range state name
	Vietnam

	Report compiled by
	Mona van Schingen-Khan

	Date compiled
	03.04.23 

	Section One: Summary

	Please provide a short overview (1-2 paragraphs) of the trade in this species in the country of interest. 
The subspecies S. crocodilurus vietnamensis has been only reported from isolated forest streams in northern Vietnam so far (Ngo et al. 2020; van Schingen et al. 2016b). While the species is strictly protected in the country and no legal exports have been reported so far, Vietnamese Crocodile lizards  are still sporadically being offered in third countries (Ngo et al. 2020; pers. obs.).



	Section Two: Simple Evaluation score

	Please score each attribute listed within the table below and sum these to provide a total.

Number of points

Score

Criteria

1

2

3

Annual Harvest level

Low (<500)

Medium (500 - 5,000)

High (>5,000)

1

Area of distribution 

Large (>20,000km2)

Medium (2,500 – 20,000km2)

Small (<2,500km2)

3

Life-history

Fast

Medium

Slow

2

Illegal trade and IUCN status

If levels of illegal trade are known, they should be included under “Annual harvest level”. If unknown, and suspected to be detrimental, give a maximum score of 1 point. Similarly, if the status of the species is is listed as VU, EN or CR in the IUCN Red List Of Threatened Species, give a maximum score of 1 point
1



	Section Three: Justification – Harvest level

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

There are currently no legal exports of the species from Vietnam. However, still specimens from Vietnam are sporadically being offered in EU markets (pers. obs. in 2023/ com.; Ngo et al. 2020). Therefore, it can be expected that there is still some illegal trade. In addition, the species is being harvested to small extent for local use, such as food. As the known population in Vietnam has been estimated to not exceed 200 individuals (e.g. 2016a; Reinhardt et al. 2018), a harvest level of more than 2000 specimens per year is unlikely.  Therefore, harvest is considered “low”.

	Section Four: Justification – Area of distribution

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

The species has a distribution range not exceeding 1.500 km² in Vietnam (Nguyen et al. 2022). The area of occupancy is much smaller, as the species is associated to small, densely vegetated streams within that range (e.g., van Schingen et al. 2015a,b, 2016a). Only few streams are known to still harbour the species.  



	Section Five: Justification – Life history

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

The species usually reaches maturity with about 2-4 years (Zollweg 2013). In captivity, some individuals even reached maturity with less than 2 years, if fed very well (pers. obs.). Usually Crocodile lizards give birth once a year to 2-14 litter (Zollweg 2013). The species is ovoviviparous. Therefore, the time to maturity, litter size and frequency of reproduction can be considered “medium”.

	Section Six: Illegal trade and IUCN Status

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

The species is assessed Endangered with a decreasing population trend.

While, there are no legal exports, still specimens from Vietnam are sporadically being offered in EU markets (pers. obs./ com.; Ngo et al. 2020). Therefore, it is possible that there is still some illegal harvest and trade in the species.



	Section Seven: Conclusion, course of action, and determination on exports

	Please provide an overall conclusion on the perceived threat of trade to the species and details on whether further course of action will be taken to complete an NDF for the species.

The species is assessed Endangered and is in Vietnam only known from few isolated sites in the North of the country. Habitats are steadily shrinking due to mining activities, conversion of habitat into agricultural land and development for touristic purposes. Due to the specific habitat requirements (associated to small forest streams) and small population sizes the species is specifically vulnerable to harvesting. As the species is already at the brink of extinction, any international trade in wild specimens of the species could be considered detrimental. The non-detriment requirement cannot be satisfied for the species in Vietnam. Measures to protect remaining habitats and to prevent poaching are urgently needed. 

	Section Eight: Literature Cited

	Please provide references to all the reports and literature cited in this evaluation.
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