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CITES Non-detriment finding

Simple Evaluation Template

Text in italics is explanatory and should be deleted in completed documents. Please refer to the NDF Guidelines document for further explanation on how to complete this evaluation.

	Species name
	Phrynosoma hernandesi

	Range state name
	USA

	Report compiled by
	Mona van Schingen-Khan

	Date compiled
	04.04.23 

	Section One: Summary

	Please provide a short overview (1-2 paragraphs) of the trade in this species in the country of interest. 
International trade in the species seems to very low. As the species was only recently listed in App. II, comprehensive trade data is lacking. However, according to the LEMIS database only 11 wild specimens have been exported from the US between 2006 and 2020.

	Section Two: Simple Evaluation score

	Please score each attribute listed within the table below and sum these to provide a total.

Number of points

Score

Criteria

1

2

3

Annual Harvest level

Low (<500)

Medium (500 - 5,000)

High (>5,000)

1

Area of distribution 

Large (>20,000km2)

Medium (2,500 – 20,000km2)

Small (<2,500km2)

1

Life-history

Fast

Medium

Slow

1-2 

Illegal trade and IUCN status

If levels of illegal trade are known, they should be included under “Annual harvest level”. If unknown, and suspected to be detrimental, give a maximum score of 1 point. Similarly, if the status of the species is is listed as VU, EN or CR in the IUCN Red List Of Threatened Species, give a maximum score of 1 point
0


	Section Three: Justification – Harvest level

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

11 wild caught specimens have been exported from the US between 2006 and 2020 (LEMIS trade database). It seems that P. hernandesi is not harvested for other purposes than the pet trade. The species is only listed in CITES since February 2023, therefore no other trade data is available. The harvest volume is considered “low”.

	Section Four: Justification – Area of distribution

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

The species occurs in Canada, USA and Mexico with an estimated distribution range of 1,691,719.62 km². In the US, the species has a rather large distribution range. Habitats are diverse and vary from semi-arid plains, forest, grassland, shrubs to high mountains. The exact AOO in the US is unknown, but according to the large range and diverse habitats the AOO it can be considered “large” as well. 



	Section Five: Justification – Life history

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

P. hernandesi is viviparous. According to James et al. (2004) females reproduce annually, giving birth to 6-13 neonates. Males reach sexual maturity with about one year, females breed in their second year. 

The life history can be assessed “fast” to “medium”.

	Section Six: Illegal trade and IUCN Status

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

The species is assessed Least Concern with a stable population trend. 
There is no evidence for illegal trade in the species. 

Therefore, a point of “0” will be given. 



	Section Seven: Conclusion, course of action, and determination on exports

	Please provide an overall conclusion on the perceived threat of trade to the species and details on whether further course of action will be taken to complete an NDF for the species.

Due to the vast distribution range, good conservation status and low harvest, international trade in the species is currently not perceived as a threat to the species. 



	Section Eight: Literature Cited

	Please provide references to all the reports and literature cited in this evaluation.
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