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CITES Non-detriment finding

Simple Evaluation Template

Text in italics is explanatory and should be deleted in completed documents. Please refer to the NDF Guidelines document for further explanation on how to complete this evaluation.

	Species name
	Osteolaemus osborni

	Range state name
	Republic of Congo

	Report compiled by
	Matthew Shirley

	Date compiled
	01 May 2023

	Section One: Summary

	Please provide a short overview (1-2 paragraphs) of the trade in this species in the country of interest. 
The Congo dwarf crocodile occurs over vast areas of habitat throughout the Congo Basin.  In the Congo, as is the case for all other range states, this species is mainly harvested for national consumption and Congolese consider it an important protein and economic wildmeat resource.  There are no population monitoring programs, which would be challenging to implement because of habitat use, distribution and accessibility of habitats, and safety concerns (e.g., elephants in forest at night).  The current trade is largely illegal, but that has more to do with the regulations on trade of Partially Protected species in Congo and the barriers to meeting those requirements for largely rural human communities.  There is virtually no legal international trade in this species, and the illegal international trade is very minor (< 2%) compared to domestic trade.



	Section Two: Simple Evaluation score

	Please score each attribute listed within the table below and sum these to provide a total.

Number of points

Score

Criteria

1

2

3

Annual Harvest level

Low (<500)

Medium (500 - 5,000)

High (>5,000)

3
Area of distribution 

Large (>20,000km2)

Medium (2,500 – 20,000km2)

Small (<2,500km2)

1
Life-history

Fast

Medium

Slow

2
Illegal trade and IUCN status

If levels of illegal trade are known, they should be included under “Annual harvest level”. If unknown, and suspected to be detrimental, give a maximum score of 1 point. Similarly, if the status of the species is is listed as VU, EN or CR in the IUCN Red List Of Threatened Species, give a maximum score of 1 point
0


	Section Three: Justification – Harvest level

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

Since 2000, a total of 1,311 specimens (not including scientific specimens) of this species have been traded – only 2 of which were from Republic of Congo.  However, historic and recent research suggests that 10,000 – 100,000 individuals are harvested annually as bushmeat from the Lac Tele Community Reserve area alone in the north of the country.  These same bodies of research also suggests that neither this level of offtake nor the prices commanded by this species at bushmeat markets has changed over this time period – suggesting the trade may be sustainable in spite of its apparent significant volume.


	Section Four: Justification – Area of distribution

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

This species is widespread across the country, occurring in all suitable habitats from which it has not been locally extirpated as a result of the trade in bushmeat.  We conservatively estimate that its AOO is 75% of the northern half of the country, where basically all habitats are suitable, equalling approximately 104,000 sq. km, and that it also occurs in at least 25% of the remaining part of the country.  Even if considerably more conservative estimates are take, the AOO far surpasses the minimum 20,000 km2 threshold for large AOO.

	Section Five: Justification – Life history

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

The IUCN CSG considers this species’ generation time to be 15 years, though in captivity individuals have bred at closer to 8 years.  Average clutch sizes are 15 eggs.  There is no data on reproductive frequency of wild females, but informal observations from the field of nest mound use frequency and from captivity suggest we can conservatively estimate biannual nesting.  Though the age to first reproduction is slow, the number of eggs produced and the frequency of reproduction suggest a “Medium” life history.

	Section Six: Illegal trade and IUCN Status

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

This species is listed as Partially Protected under Congolese legislation, and thus can be legally harvested and traded under certain conditions. Unfortunately, virtually no traded specimens are done so under these conditions and so currently all trade is in one respect or another “illegal.” However, there is a reasonable amount of information on the status and magnitude of that illegal trade, which we consider under the “harvest level” category, and this trade is not considered detrimental and so we do not add additional point(s) here.

	Section Seven: Conclusion, course of action, and determination on exports

	Please provide an overall conclusion on the perceived threat of trade to the species and details on whether further course of action will be taken to complete an NDF for the species.
The total score of 6 in the preliminary evaluation suggests that the species may be susceptible to threat from trade and that a secondary evaluation should be undertaken to determine whether trade is, in fact, detrimental.  Given the volume of offtake for domestic bushmeat, detriment related to international trade will be dependent on volume of trade.

	Section Eight: Literature Cited

	Please provide references to all the reports and literature cited in this evaluation.
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