CITES Non-Detriment Finding – Simple Evaluation – Template

[image: image1.png]


CITES Non-detriment finding

Simple Evaluation Template

Text in italics is explanatory and should be deleted in completed documents. Please refer to the NDF Guidelines document for further explanation on how to complete this evaluation.

	Species name
	Kinixys homeana

	Range state name
	Ghana

	Report compiled by
	Matthew Shirley

	Date compiled
	01 May 2023

	Section One: Summary

	Please provide a short overview (1-2 paragraphs) of the trade in this species in the country of interest. 
Home’s hingeback tortoise (Kinixys homeana) is widely distributed across West and Central Africa. In Ghana, it can be found throughout the forested south and up into the Togo Highlands.  Since 2010, Ghana has exported a total of 22,772 live individuals – not all of which originated in the Ghanaian territory.  This species is also harvested and consumed as wildmeat or kept as pets in Ghana, as throughout most of its range, at unknown levels.



	Section Two: Simple Evaluation score

	Please score each attribute listed within the table below and sum these to provide a total.

Number of points

Score

Criteria

1

2

3

Annual Harvest level

Low (<500)

Medium (500 - 5,000)

High (>5,000)

1
Area of distribution 

Large (>20,000km2)

Medium (2,500 – 20,000km2)

Small (<2,500km2)

1
Life-history

Fast

Medium

Slow

2
Illegal trade and IUCN status

If levels of illegal trade are known, they should be included under “Annual harvest level”. If unknown, and suspected to be detrimental, give a maximum score of 1 point. Similarly, if the status of the species is is listed as VU, EN or CR in the IUCN Red List Of Threatened Species, give a maximum score of 1 point
1


	Section Three: Justification – Harvest level

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

Since 2000, a total of 22,772 live specimens of this species have been traded from Ghana, which is one of the major exporting countries, ranging from 0 to 3,395 individuals per year and averaging 1,751 annually (CITES Trade Database).  We classified this as Low because of the fairly large annual heterogeneity and because numbers in recent years have been less than 600 individuals annually.  Most specimens are of Wild origin, though several producers in Ghana report ranching this species or even captive breeding – the extent to which this is true is not verified.  These figures do not include the extensive offtake for domestic consumption as wildmeat or the domestic pet trade.  According to the IUCN Red List Assessment, this species is harvested and traded from less than 10% of its AOO, at least for international trade.


	Section Four: Justification – Area of distribution

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

This species is dependent on humid forest and forest matrix habitats and it is estimated that the AOO is 50% or less of the EOO (Red List Assessment).  In Ghana, the area formerly covered by tropical forest covers approx. 75,000 km2 – even if the AOO was only 26% of that, it still surpasses the criteria for large AOO in Ghana alone.

	Section Five: Justification – Life history

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

The IUCN TFTSG considers this species’ generation time to be 15 years, though in captivity individuals have bred at closer to 8 years.  Clutch sizes range from 2-4 eggs, and females can lay 1-2 times per year in captivity.  Though the age to first reproduction is slow, the number of eggs produced and the frequency of reproduction suggest a “Medium” life history.

	Section Six: Illegal trade and IUCN Status

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

This species is not protected in Ghana and there is very little understanding of offtake for wildmeat.  However, previous research in Cameroon suggests that up to 5% of the wild population is harvested annually for wildmeat, and we suspect that the proportion is higher in Ghana.   As a result, we gave 1 point.

	Section Seven: Conclusion, course of action, and determination on exports

	Please provide an overall conclusion on the perceived threat of trade to the species and details on whether further course of action will be taken to complete an NDF for the species.
The total score of 5 in the preliminary evaluation suggests that the species may be susceptible to threat from trade and that a secondary evaluation should be undertaken to determine whether trade is, in fact, detrimental.  Given the volume of offtake for domestic bushmeat, detriment related to international trade will be dependent on volume of trade.

	Section Eight: Literature Cited

	Please provide references to all the reports and literature cited in this evaluation.
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