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CITES Non-detriment finding

Simple Evaluation Template

Text in italics is explanatory and should be deleted in completed documents. Please refer to the NDF Guidelines document for further explanation on how to complete this evaluation.

	Species name
	Ctenosaura similis

	Range state name
	Nicaragua

	Report compiled by
	Mona van Schingen-Khan

	Date compiled
	11.04.23 

	Section One: Summary

	Please provide a short overview (1-2 paragraphs) of the trade in this species in the country of interest. 
The species mainly harvested for national use. The species was only listed in CITES in 2019 under a family listing. Exports of the species from Nicaragua since then only comprised specimens declared as of captive-bred origin and were about around 1000-3000 specimens annually in 2020 and 2021 (importer reported vs. exporter reported). The level of breeding stock collected from the wild to supply breeding facilities is unclear. 



	Section Two: Simple Evaluation score

	Please score each attribute listed within the table below and sum these to provide a total.

Number of points

Score

Criteria

1

2

3

Annual Harvest level

Low (<500)

Medium (500 - 5,000)

High (>5,000)

1

Area of distribution 

Large (>20,000km2)

Medium (2,500 – 20,000km2)

Small (<2,500km2)

1

Life-history

Fast

Medium

Slow

1-2 

Illegal trade and IUCN status

If levels of illegal trade are known, they should be included under “Annual harvest level”. If unknown, and suspected to be detrimental, give a maximum score of 1 point. Similarly, if the status of the species is is listed as VU, EN or CR in the IUCN Red List Of Threatened Species, give a maximum score of 1 point
1



	Section Three: Justification – Harvest level

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

Spiny-tailed iguanas are locally hunted mainly for human consumption (protein source) and persecuted as crop pests. However, local harvest levels cannot be quantified. Exports from Nicaragua are only in specimens declared as captive-bred and number around 1000-3000 specimens (importer reported vs. exporter reported, CITES trade database). If this source code is correct, the potential offtake of specimens serving as parental stock would be negligible considering the high number of offspring of the species. Therefore, the overall harvest level may be considered “low” in Nicaragua. 

	Section Four: Justification – Area of distribution

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

The species has a wide distribution range occurring throughout the country. Typical habitat are tropical dry forests, savannas, sandy beaches as well as boulders and ruins. Animals can adapt to human modified landscape and inhabit areas heavily frequented by tourists. Locally, the species may be perceived as crop pest. C. similis is introduced in some areas of the USA and may negatively affect the national fauna. Due to the high adaptability to modified habitats and vast distribution range, the AOO is estimated “large”.


	Section Five: Justification – Life history

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

Sexual maturity can be reached at the age of 14 months in species of the genus (Kelly, 2012). A dissection of a one-year-old C. similis showed gonad activity (Van Devender, 1982). C. similis lays clutches of 12-88 eggs. Communal nesting has been reported. (Langner et al. 2022) The life history can overall be considered “fast”. 

	Section Six: Illegal trade and IUCN Status

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

The species is assessed Least Concern with a stable population trend (Pasachnik 2015). 
There are no reports on illegal trade in the species that can be assumed detrimental to the species.
Therefore, a point of “0” will be given. 



	Section Seven: Conclusion, course of action, and determination on exports

	Please provide an overall conclusion on the perceived threat of trade to the species and details on whether further course of action will be taken to complete an NDF for the species.

The species is widely distributed and considered Least Concern with a stable population trend. The species is mainly harvested for local use. C. similis is a generalistic species, has a fast life history and may certainly sustain some offtake. Current international trade (focusing on captive-bred animals) on respective populations in Nicaragua is not considered to negatively impact wild populations.  

	Section Eight: Literature Cited

	Please provide references to all the reports and literature cited in this evaluation.
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