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CITES Non-detriment finding

Simple Evaluation Template

Text in italics is explanatory and should be deleted in completed documents. Please refer to the NDF Guidelines document for further explanation on how to complete this evaluation.

	Species name
	Chameleo senegalensis (CITES II)

	Range state name
	Ghana

	Report compiled by
	Gerald Benyr 

	Date compiled
	16/4/2023

	Section One: Summary

	Please provide a short overview (1-2 paragraphs) of the trade in this species in the country of interest. 
In 2016 the SC recommended to suspend trade in Chamaeleo senegalensis from Ghana until that country demonstrates compliance with Article IV, paragraphs 2 (a) and 3, for this species, and provides full information to the Secretariat regarding compliance with the recommendations of the Animals Committee (SC66 Doc. 31.1). 

 

	Section Two: Simple Evaluation score

	Please score each attribute listed within the table below and sum these to provide a total.

Number of points

Score

Criteria

1

2

3

Annual Harvest level

Low (<500)

Medium (500 - 5,000)

High (>5,000)

2
Area of distribution 

Large (>20,000km2)

Medium (2,500 – 20,000km2)

Small (<2,500km2)

1
Life-history

Fast

Medium

Slow

1
Illegal trade and IUCN status

If levels of illegal trade are known, they should be included under “Annual harvest level”. If unknown, and suspected to be detrimental, give a maximum score of 1 point. Similarly, if the status of the species is is listed as VU, EN or CR in the IUCN Red List Of Threatened Species, give a maximum score of 1 point
0


	Section Three: Justification – Harvest level

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

According to the CTD, the latest year for which trade data are available is 2019 with a total number of 1580 exported specimens. In addition, the five-year average of the years 2015 to 2019 is far below 2000 specimens.

	Section Four: Justification – Area of distribution

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

According to Trape et al. (2012), this species inhabits dry forest and dry Sudanese and Sudanese-Sahelian savanna. These biotopes cover most of the 238.000 km² of the country (see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghana#Geography for the country area and vegetation maps in https://eros.usgs.gov/westafrica/node/147). In addition, the IUCN Red List confirms the country-wide occurrence besides the small humid lowland forest in the southwest (https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/176312/15898112#habitat-ecology). 

	Section Five: Justification – Life history

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

Data for wild C. senegalensis are not available but probably similar to C. gracilis which has a clutch size of up to 45 eggs (Tilbury, 2010). At least in captivity, the C. senegalensis is reported to mature at 6 months, produce 2-3 clutches of 15-75 eggs each year, and survive between two and five years (http://blogs.thatpetplace.com/thatreptileblog/2014/07/01/chameleons-pets-breeding-senegal-chameleons/). As all members of the genus, C. senegalensis is a model R-strategist.

	Section Six: Illegal trade and IUCN Status

	Please provide an explanation with appropriate references to justify the score given.

Chamaeleo senegalensis is classified as Least Concern by the IUCN Red List (https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/176312/15898112#assessment-information). According to the IUCN Red List, “this species is of value to the pet trade industry (UNEP-WCMC 2010) and is also used as medicine and sold in alternative markets (M.-O. Rödel pers. comm.). To date, there are no known or observed effects of harvesting on natural populations. Although completely harmless, chameleons are much feared by local people in parts of West Africa (Trape et al. 2012), and there may therefore be some degree of persecution.” No specific data about illegal trade are available but according to the IUCN assessment, the sum of legal and illegal trade seems to be not detrimental. 

	Section Seven: Conclusion, course of action, and determination on exports

	Please provide an overall conclusion on the perceived threat of trade to the species and details on whether further course of action will be taken to complete an NDF for the species.
This species is considered EN due to habitat loss and population fragmentation, and circumstantial evidence points to unquantified removals from the wild appear that appear to be occurring outside of the CITES convention. Much of the trade (legal and illegal) appears to be The legal trade under CITES is relatively low and is perhaps not at the level that would cause population declines particularly as the species has a fast life history and could recover. In contrast however, given the population fragmentation, heavy removals from one sub-population could cause a local extinction and the species is unlikely to re-colonise quickly, as it has poor dispersal ability over unsuitable habitat. Overall, the levels of legal trade are probably not detrimental, but the levels of illegal trade may be. The evaluation score in total is 6.  I



	Section Eight: Literature Cited

	Please provide references to all the reports and literature cited in this evaluation.
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