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ORCHID SPECIES 

• All orchids are included in CITES. 

• Many are taken from the wild and 
traded illegally.
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CITES CACTI
▪ All Cacti are listed on CITES 

▪  Highly prized by collectors, some species found in very 
restricted habitats, are seriously threatened by illegal 
collection



4

Why is PCR important for live plant 
transport?
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Transport of live plants

• PCR ensures houseplants and cut flowers are 
handled and transported appropriately to 
maintain shipment integrity.

• Need to be handled expeditiously as certain plant 
specimens will easy die or degrade.

• Packaging needs to have airflow-Plants breath 
too!

• Plants need to be cleared packed and marked/ 
labelled, this not only helps with permit 
inspections but also health and safety.

• Phytosanitary certificates can be used in place of 
CITES permits but are only valid for a limited 
period, check your time for this it may not be the 
usual CITES times you are used to (SC77 Doc. 
61). Paragraph 5 of Article VII.

• Permits and all paperwork needs to be clearly 
visible and available.



LOOK-ALIKES



When in flower, orchid species often look very different!
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Plant Taxonomy

• Plants often have many 
synonyms (names).

• CITES Checklists
• Plants of the World Online 

(POWO) is  useful resource 
to check for  ACCEPTED 
names.

• Species+ uses CITES 
accepted names.
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Definition of “Artificially Propagated” 

• Res. Conf. 11.11 (Rev. CoP18) 
• Applies to all three appendices.
• Includes criteria on:

❖ The “controlled conditions” where specimens are bred
❖ Qualities of the “cultivated parental stock” 
❖ Legal origin
❖ Minimal augmentation from wild populations.
❖ Propagation methods and the generations in trade
      (F1, F2 etc…).



Enforcement Challenges

• Difficulty in identifying species.
• Scale of postal trade makes routine 

monitoring impossible.
• Determining artificial propagation to wild 

harvested plants.
• Plants don’t move!
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Plant and Human Safety
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This is the intergovernmental treaty that 
aims to protect the world's plants, 
agricultural products and natural 
resources from plant pests. 
Ratified by 185 contracting parties, the 
IPPC develops, adopts and promotes the 
application of International Phytosanitary 
Measures (ISPMs) as the main tool to 
safeguard global food security, facilitate 
safe trade and protect the environment.
https://www.ippc.int/en/ 

The International Plant Protection Convention 
(IPPC) 

Biosecurity

https://www.ippc.int/en/
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•  Under CITES there is a free label scheme 
that allows movement of CITES material 
for scientific purposes only between 
scientific institutions that are registered 
with CITES.

• If exchanging CITES material between 
registered institutions: A FREE LABEL 
SCHEME CAN BE USED.

• If exchanging CITES material with an 
institution that is not registered: FULL 
CITES PERMITS ARE REQUIRED. This 
includes live plants and herbarium 
specimens

The CITES Register of Scientific Institutions
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Registered Plant Nurseries
Registration Guidelines: Res. Conf. 9.19 (Rev. CoP15) 

Orchid nursery 
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Orchid Hybrid Exemptions

• Cymbidium, Dendrobium, 
Phalaenopsis, Vanda

• HYBRIDS may be exempt from 
CITES permits 

• Special conditions apply - See full 
note.
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# Annotations
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BGCI is an independent organisation registered in the United Kingdom as a charity (Charity Reg. No. 1098834) and a company limited by guarantee (No. 4673175). BGCI (US) is a tax exempt 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organisation in the USA.

Descanso House, 199 Kew Road,
Richmond, Surrey

TW9 3BW
United Kingdom

Tel: +44 (0)20 8332 5953
E-mail: info@bgci.org
Online: www.bgci.org

Thank you
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