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• The appropriate container requirement (CR) for individual species 
must be consulted. 

• The scientific or common name of the animal can be found in Chapter 
6, the blue pages, which refer you to the correct CR in Chapter 8.3, the 
yellow pages.

• Certain species may require reinforced containers due to size and 
weight while others may need lined or metal containers due to their 
destructive capabilities. 

• The container requirement will be relevant to the species concerned 
and the principles of design must be adhered to for that species. 

• Some species may require double packing to ensure containment 
(e.g., injurious species, venomous/poisonous).

It should be noted that the illustrations shown in the Container Requirements are 
examples only. Containers that conform to the principle of written standards for the 
species but look slightly different will still be considered compliant with the LAR 
minimum standards. (From the IATA Live Animal Regulations (LAR)) 

Key Container Requirement principles



• Safe, solid container with secure door 
to hold animal, prevent damage, 
escape, unauthorized access, or injury 
to animal.
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• Spacer bars for carrying 
and to prevent ventilation 
blockage.

• Can also include forklift 
spacers under container.
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Adequate ventilation
• Container must be adequately ventilated on 

two or three sides, with majority of the 
ventilation on the upper side walls of the 
container. 

• Ventilation requirements may vary for 
shipment of one or two or more animals in 
same container.

• Ventilation apertures must be small 
enough to prevent the protrusion of any 
part of the animal.

• Ventilation should be balanced with 
temperature considerations.

• There may be variations for species/taxa 
(e.g., elephants).
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Smithsonian National Zoo



• Water and food containers
Key Container Requirement principles

• Must be provided, either fixed inside 
the container or attached to it with a 
means of access provided, in case of 
undue delays during the journey.

• Food/water containers must prevent 
injury. 

• Instructions should be provided for 
feeding and watering. 

• If food is required, it must be 
provided by the shipper. 

• When food is forwarded with the 
consignment the shipper is 
responsible for ensuring that it does 
not contravene any regulations of the 
country or countries of transit or 
importation.



• Absorbent floor covering 
or slatted floor.

• Ensure that bedding 
material does not 
contravene any 
regulations of the country 
or countries of transit or 
importation.
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Space
• Container dimensions must be related to 

the actual size of the animal for which the 
container is constructed and also reflect 
the ventilation and welfare requirements 
for the species.

• Animal must be allowed normal 
unrestricted basic movement.

• Must be able to stand, sit 
comfortably, and, for some species, 
to turn around

Key Container Requirement principles

San Diego Zoo



• Appropriate labeling and 
documentation as well as 
emergency contact 
information, special 
instructions, contact 
numbers, permits, 
vaccination records

Key Container Requirement principles



Guidelines for Evaluating the Animal 
Container Density

IATA LAR section 8.2.4 shows 
Stocking Density Guidelines for 
some adult exotic species
• Container dimensions must be 

related to the actual size of the 
animal for which the container is 
constructed 

• Must reflect the ventilation and 
welfare requirements for the 
species.
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Reptiles and amphibians, as well as many other taxa, have specific packing 
densities described in the LAR. 

Guidelines for Evaluating the Animal Container 
Density From IATA LAR 50th Ed.



Guidelines for Evaluating the Animal 
Container Density

Additionally, the following stocking densities variables must be 
taken into account
• Acclimation to other animals (conspecifics)
• Ambient temperatures and ventilation of container and 

capacity of the aircraft
• Ability of animals to dissipate heat. 
• Animals confined in groups, must be stocked at a density high 

enough to prevent injuries at take-off, during turbulence and 
at landing, but not to the extent that individual animals cannot 
lie down and rise unaided without risk of injury or crushing;

• Fresh air ventilation,
• Humidity

Sea World 



The IATA Live Animals Regulations 
(LAR) has specific details on container 
requirements for all taxa of animals, 
CITES-listed 
It is an evolving document and continues 
to be revised based on best practices of 
used by professional working with 
wildlife, but the general principles 
presented here should be considered as 
new methods are developed.
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