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Seventeenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
Johannesburg (South Africa), 24 September – 5 October 2016 

Committee II 

Illegal trade in Cheetahs (Acinoyx jubatus) 

DRAFT DECISIONS ON THE ILLEGAL TRADE IN CHEETAHS (ACINONYX JUBATUS) 

This document has been prepared by the Secretariat, on the basis of document CoP17 Doc.49, as agreed the 
seventh and eighth sessions of Committee II (see document CoP17 Com. II Rec. 7 and Rec. 8). 

Directed to the Secretariat 

17.A The Secretariat shall, subject to external funding, and in consultation with relevant experts, commission 
the development of a CITES cheetah trade resource kit that compiles relevant information and tools to 
assist in implementing the Convention with regard to trade in cheetahs, and addresses inter alia: 
identification of live cheetahs and parts and derivatives thereof; advice on procedures to be followed in 
case of seizures including handling, DNA sampling, guidance on the immediate and long-term disposal 
of live animals (e.g. decision trees based on relevant CITES Resolutions, veterinary care, contact details 
of experts or potential rescue centres, advice on procedures, reporting on disposal activities); and lists 
of suitable housing facilities for long-term placement of live cheetahs; and other relevant materials. 

17.B The Secretariat shall submit a draft CITES cheetah trade resource kit, together with recommendations 
on the languages in which it should be made available, and the formats in which it should be made 
available (e.g. hard copy,  smart phone application, web-based), to the Standing Committee at its 69th 
or 70th meeting for its consideration. The Secretariat shall, subject to external funding, make the final 
version of the kit available in the languages and formats agreed by the Standing Committee, and subject 
to available resources, revise it as may be necessary to ensure that it remains accurate, up to date and 
reflecting best practice. 

17.C The Secretariat, subject to available resources, is invited to assess the feasibility of creating a forum on 
the CITES website for Parties, experts, NGOs and other stakeholders to exchange and share 
information on cheetahs. 

17.D The Secretariat shall report to the Standing Committee on progress on all of the recommendations in 
Standing Committee document SC66 Doc. 32.5, paragraphs 17 and 18, and progress in halting illegal 
trade in cheetahs. 

17E  The Secretariat shall keep the Standing Committee informed about its actions to implement Decisions 
17 A - D and report on their implementation and its efforts to halt illegal trade in cheetahs at the 18th 
meeting of the Conference of the Parties. 

 

Directed to the Standing Committee 

17.F  The Standing Committee shall review the draft CITES cheetah trade resource kit produced in 
compliance with Decision 17.B at its 69th or 70th meeting, and formulate comments and 
recommendations to the Secretariat for its finalization and dissemination. 
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Directed to Parties and donors  

17.G Parties and potential donors are encouraged to provide funding support to the Secretariat for the 
implementation of the Decisions regarding illegal trade in cheetahs, where needed. 

 


