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Committee Reports and Recommendations
NOMENCLATURE COMMITTEE

The Nomenclature Committee (NC) has pursued two responsibilities since the seventh meeting of the Conference of the
Parties: 1) preparation of checklists as standard references for the Parties; and 2) reviewing the nomenclatural status of taxa
listed in Appendix I prior to the adoption of the Berne Criteria.
This report is presented in three parts: 1) current status of activities; 2) proposed 1993-1995 work plan; and 3) proposed
annual budgets for 1992 and 1993-1995.
1.

Status of Current Activities
Checklists
The Checklist of the Cactaceae is completed and is now being prepared for publication by the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew, UK. Dr David Hunt of the Gardens is to be congratulated for his dedication in compiling this important
reference. The list has been submitted to the Plants Committee for Review.
Preparation of the Checklist of Snake Species of the World by Dr Jonathan Campbell is nearing completion. Sections of
the manuscript are being circulated for review. The manuscript, totalling over 1,000 pages, is available for inspection.
The first edition of Mammal Species of the World is out of print. The data were transferred to the American Society of
Mammalogists (ASM), under the care of Dr Don Wilson. Dr Wilson chairs the Society's checklist committee. A
second edition is now being prepared under the auspices of the ASM. Publication is expected in 1993.
The first edition of Amphibian Species of the World is out of print. The data files have been transferred to the
Herpetologists' League (HL) which appointed Dr Roy McDiarmid to chair the Society's amphibian and reptile checklist
committee. The Chairman of the CITES Nomenclature Committee serves on the HL committee. The HL checklist
committee met in late 1991. Dr Darell Frost, compiler of Amphibian Species of the World, advised the committee that
all data necessary to prepare a second edition were available. It will require about six months to update the database
and prepare a manuscript for publication. It is hoped that the cost of publication will be covered through a co-operative
agreement with a printer/publisher.
Turtle and Crocodile Species of the World (compiled by Dr F. Wayne King and R. L. Burke) is available from the
Association of Systematics Collections (Washington, D.C., United States).
The checklist of lizard species, while recognized as a priority by the NC, was not initiated because funding was not
available.
Those NC members attending the Animals Committee meeting (August 1991; Vancouver, Canada) met to discuss the
1992 work plan. The following activities were recommended:
a) A draft resolution should be prepared for COP8 recommending to the Parties to adopt Distribution and Taxonomy
of Birds of the World, by Charles Sibley and Burt L. Monroe, Jr., as the standard reference to bird nomenclature.
This draft resolution will be reviewed by the NC at its scheduled meeting before presentation for consideration by
the Parties.
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b) The feasibility of preparing a consolidated "short" version (i.e. CITES-listed species only) of the checklists,
carrying only the names of the species and higher taxonomy, should be considered. An assessment should be
undertaken of the cost and relative value of duplicating these lists or transferring them to computer disc for
circulation. The results of these reviews should be presented to the Standing Committee.
c) Work should begin on the compilation of the lizard checklist; information from available systematic monographs
and major reviews should be entered into the computer to prepare a consolidated listing for further development
by an appointed compiler.
d) It was recognized that long-term stability in the CITES checklist programme required a broader funding base than
can be expected from the Parties. So far, NC funds have only covered the cost of preparing the initial checklists.
Printing costs have been borne by the publishers. No funds have been available to maintain the checklists,
including identifying changes in the scientific names. Therefore, it was agreed that those Parties and organizations
that have a continuing need for updated information on the nomenclatural status of species should be contacted to
determine whether they would be interested in collaborating with CITES in supporting the programme.
e) A consultant should be retained to: transfer the checklists to one computer; assist compilers in circulating sections
for review; mark recommended editorial changes, based on reviewers' comments, for the compiler's consideration;
maintain records on changes in the nomenclatural status of CITES-listed species; prepare checklists for publication
and/or circulation to the Parties; and seek additional financial support for further development of the checklist
programme.
Subsequently, Dr Charles Dane (US Scientific Authority and a member of the NC) and the NC Chairman met with
various representatives of the Smithsonian Institution (Natural History Museum), and the US Fish and Wildlife Service
Laboratory located at the Smithsonian, to discuss the possibility of locating the consulting checklist co-ordinator within
the Natural History Museum. Dr Don Wilson, head of the Smithsonian's Biodiversity Programme, has indicated that
this programme would like to collaborate and that he would seek space for the consulting co-ordinator and provide
basic facilities (phone and postage).
The World Conservation Monitoring Centre (WCMC), ISIS, the Nature Conservancy, and the EEC have been
consulted to determine whether they would be interested in collaborating with CITES and the Smithsonian in
maintaining the extant checklists and in the development of additional lists. All have expressed interest in
collaborating, if an appropriate mechanism can be developed.
Nomenclatural Status
The 7th meeting of the Conference of the Parties requested the NC to undertake a review of all taxa listed in CITES
Appendix I prior to the adoption of the Berne Criteria. Funding for this activity was provided by the United States
(Scientific Authority) through the CITES Secretariat. The review was undertaken by Mr Tim Inskipp of WCMC.
The preliminary results of this review are attached as Annex 1. The report is presented in three parts:
*

Part 1 is a table listing all taxa listed in Appendix I prior to 1977. Note that those taxa preceded by a "#" were
listed on 4 February 1977; all other taxa were listed when the provisions of CITES were initiated at the
Plenipotentiary Conference in Washington D.C.

*

Part 2 presents comments necessary to clarify the status of the nomenclature of those taxa for which a reference
comment number is listed. Parties will note that the scientific names of many taxa have changed since they were
listed. In some cases, the change of the name has resulted in adjustments in the taxonomic and geographic limits
that constitute the taxon. This is especially true in relation to changes in subspecies names. Comments have not
been prepared for all taxa (especially invertebrate and plant taxa) which will require such annotation because of
the difficulty in locating the literature. In the future, additional comments may be required.

*

Part 3 is a bibliography to all original descriptions of the listed taxa and other references cited in the report.

The NC, at its regularly scheduled meeting will review this report and present specific recommendation to the COP.
The agenda for the NC meeting is attached (Annex 2).
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2.

Proposed 1993-1995 Work Plan
It is proposed that during the period 1993 - 1995 the NC will address the following activities:
1. As noted, the Mammal and Amphibian volumes are out of print. Information has been compiled to prepare revised
lists of both groups. Mechanisms for publishing and/or circulating the revised lists on computer disc will be
reviewed. Updated lists will be made available to Parties.
2. Work will begin on the compilation of the lizard checklist; information from available systematic monographs and
major reviews will be entered into the computer.
3. The feasibility of preparing a consolidated "short" version of the checklists, carrying only the names of the species
and higher taxonomy, will be examined. If it proves appropriate such lists will be prepared and circulated to the
Management Authorities of the Parties.
4. Continued management and updating of the extant checklists by the consulting co-ordinator under the supervision
of the Chairman.
5. If determined to be necessary a new checklist of turtles and crocodilians will be prepared in consultation with the
checklist committee of the Herpetologists' League.
6. The review of the nomenclatural status of taxa listed prior to 1977 will continue.

3.

Proposed Budget
Proposed 1992 Operating Budget USD
EXPENSE CATEGORY
Staff time
Travel
Telephone/fax
Supplies and postage
Duplicating
Consultancies

NOTE

USD

1
2
3
4
5
6

4,500
5,500
1,000
1,000
1,000
22,000

TOTAL

35,000

Note 1: Chairman's time; charge-out rate is USD 500 per day. Includes project management fees and other
administrative requirements.
Note 2: Chairman's travel cost to participate in COP8.
Note 3: Estimate based on prior experience.
Note 4: To circulate copies of lists to Parties.
Note 5: To duplicate copies of lists.
Note 6: Includes fees for co-ordinator and computer specialist.
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Proposed Operating Budgets: 1993-1995 (USD)
EXPENSE CATEGORY
Staff time
Travel
Telephone/fax
Supplies and postage
Duplicating
Consultancies

NOTE

1993

1994

1995

1
2
3
4
5
6

4,500
2,500
1,000
1,500
1,500
25,000

4,500
2,500
1,000
1,500
1,500
26,000

4,500
5,000
1,000
1,500
1,500
27,000

36,000

37,000

40,500

TOTAL

Note 1: Chairman's time, charge-out rate is USD 500 per day. Includes project management fees and other
administrative requirements.
Note 2: Chairman's travel cost to participate in Animals Committee and COP9.
Note 3: Estimate based on prior experience.
Note 4: To circulate copies of lists to Parties.
Note 5: To duplicate copies of lists.
Note 6: Includes fees for co-ordinator and computer specialists.

417

Doc. 8.15
Annex 2
CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES
OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA
____________
Eighth Meeting of the Conference of the Parties
Kyoto (Japan), March 1992*

Nomenclature Committee Meeting
AGENDA

1.

Resolution to the Conference of the Parties to adopt Distribution and Taxonomy of Birds of the World (by Charles G.
Sibley and Burt L. Munroe, Jr; 1,111 pages, Yale University Press) as the standard reference to avian nomenclature.

2.

Resolution to the Conference of the Parties to adopt CITES Cactaceae Checklist (by David Hunt; Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew) as the standard reference to cactus nomenclature.

3.

Review of the nomenclatural status of those taxa listed in Appendix I prior to 1977.

4.

Actions recommended to the Conference of the Parties to resolve identified nomenclatural problems.

5.

Review and adoption of 1993-1995 Work Plan.

6.

Other business.

*

Date, time and location to be determined in Kyoto.
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