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Seventy-fourth meeting of the Standing Committee 
Lyon (France), 7 - 11 March 2022 

Interpretation and implementation matters 

General compliance and enforcement 

ASIAN BIG CATS (FELIDAE SPP.):  
REPORT OF THE SECRETARIAT 

1. This document has been prepared by the Secretariat. 

2. In Resolution Conf. 12.5 (Rev. CoP18) on Conservation of and trade in tigers and other Appendix-I Asian 
big cat species, paragraph 2 a), the Conference of the Parties instructs the Secretariat to: 

  a) report to the Standing Committee and the Conference of the Parties on the status of Asian big cats 
in the wild, their conservation, and trade controls in place in Parties, using information provided by 
the range States on measures taken to comply with this Resolution and related relevant Decisions 
and any relevant additional information provided by relevant countries; 

3. At its 18th meeting (CoP18, Geneva, 2019), the Conference of the Parties adopted Decisions 18.100 to 
18.109 on Illegal trade in Asian big cats (Felidae spp.). At its 17th meeting (CoP17, Johannesburg, 2016), 
the Conference of the Parties adopted Decision 17.226 on Illegal trade in Asian big cats (Felidae spp.), which 
remains in effect. At its 14th meeting (CoP14, The Hague, 2007), the Conference of the Parties adopted 
Decision 14.69 on Captive-bred and ranched specimens, which also remains in effect. These Decisions are 
presented in Annex 1 to the present document.  

4. Due to the challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, the 73rd meeting of the Standing Committee 
(SC73, online, May 2021) had a reduced agenda which did not include illegal trade in Asian big cats. The 
Secretariat did however provide an update to the Standing Committee in November 2020 on the 
implementation of the aforementioned Decisions and Resolution through information document 
SC2020 Inf. 12. 

5. As noted in document SC2020 Inf. 12, the Secretariat issued Notification to the Parties No. 2020/039 of 
29 April 2020, calling on Parties to report to the Secretariat on their implementation of Decisions 17.226, 
paragraphs a) and b), 18.100 to 18.106 and Resolution Conf. 12.5 (Rev. CoP18). Responses were received 
from the following Parties: Austria, Cambodia, Czech Republic, India, Netherlands, Pakistan, Slovakia, 
Spain, Thailand, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of America. These 
responses are compiled in Annex 2 to the present document, in the language and format as received. The 
Secretariat thanks these Parties for their reports.  

6. The Secretariat, in response to Notification to the Parties No. 2020/039, also received reports from two non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), the Environment Investigation Agency and Voice 4 Lions, that 
suggested continued illegal international trade in parts and derivatives of tigers and leopards. The Secretariat 
thanks these NGOs for their information and encourages all NGOs and other stakeholders to bring any 
information of suspected illegal trade in specimens of Asian big cats to the attention of relevant enforcement 
authorities as soon as it becomes available. 

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/com/sc/2020-2021/Inf/E-SC2020-Inf-12.pdf
https://www.cites.org/sites/default/files/notif/E-Notif-2020-039.pdf
https://www.cites.org/sites/default/files/notif/E-Notif-2020-039.pdf
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7. Matters concerning Asian big cats are also addressed in documents SC74 Doc. 69 on the CITES Big Cat 
Task Force (Felidae spp) and SC74 Doc. 74 on African Lions (Panthera leo).  

8. The Secretariat briefly summarizes some of the key aspects contained in the reporting received from Parties 
in paragraphs 9 to 37 below: 

Conservation status of Asian big cats 

Resolution Conf. 12.5 (Rev. CoP18) 

9. Cambodia: Due to a lack of scientific research, Cambodia is not able to confirm the status of wild Asian big 
cat species in the country. However, in its report, the Party refers to a study on leopard and notes that the 
review of data from camera traps and other wildlife surveys conducted during the past 20 years suggests 
that the leopard now occurs in only 8.0% of its historical range in Cambodia. Leopards had recently been 
detected in four protected areas in Cambodia. In Mondulkiri Protected Forest, the largest protected area in 
the country with the highest biodiversity, leopard density is reported to have declined about 70%, with an 
estimated 3.6 leopard/100 km2 in 2009, and an estimated 1.0 leopard/100 km2 in 2014. 

10. Pakistan reported on the conservation status of leopards (Panthera pardus) and snow leopards (Panthera 
uncia) that occur in the wild within its territory. The population estimate for leopards is between 150 to 250, 
and for snow leopards, it is between 200 to 420. Both species are Critically Endangered in Pakistan. In line 
with the Global Snow Leopard and Ecosystem Protection Program (GSLEP), a Pakistan Snow Leopard and 
Ecosystem Protection Program (PSLEP) has been launched and is being implemented over a five-year 
period (2018 to 2023).  

11. Thailand reported on successful measures taken to strengthen protections for its tiger population, for 
example through increased use of the SMART patrol system and the establishment of new conservation 
sites. In Huai Kha Khaeng Wildlife Sanctuary, Uthai Thani province, the tiger population is reported to have 
increased by 66% since 2010, from 41 to approximately 60-65. The size of the total wild tiger population in 
Thailand is estimated to be between 150 to 200.  

12. Viet Nam: According to a survey conducted in 2012, Viet Nam’s tiger population significantly declined, and 
the number of tigers in the wild was estimated to be less than 20 individuals. There is a lack of comprehensive 
field surveys for tiger and other Appendix I big cat species in Viet Nam. In 2014, Viet Nam approved a 
national programme for tiger conservation for the period of 2014 to 2022, focusing on establishing and 
building priority areas to recover its tiger population, their prey and habitat. No information on the results of 
this programme was included in the report.  

Management practices and controls concerning facilities keeping Asian big cats in captivity  

Implementation of Decision 17.226 

13. Austria reported that keeping Asian big cats in captivity is restricted to approved zoos and registered 
scientific institutions which are regularly checked by the competent authority.   

14. Cambodia reported that it has two facilities that are keeping tigers in captivity: four tigers are kept in a 
government institution under the management of the Forestry Administration and two tigers are kept in a 
private facility. Cambodia has not yet developed national management practices and controls that regulate 
the keeping of Asian big cats in captivity.  

15. In its report, the Czech Republic referred to information it provided in information documents SC70 Inf. 24 
and SC 70 Inf. 23 submitted to the 70th meeting of the Standing Committee (SC70, Sochi, October 2018). 
According to the report, 177 live tigers in captivity are registered in the Czech Republic and there was a 
decline in the annual number of newly registered captive tigers (33 in 2018 and 16 in 2019).  

16. India: In its territory, Asian big cats in captivity are only held in zoological parks established under the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act of 1972. Animal welfare and housekeeping standards of zoos are regularly monitored and 
evaluated by the Central Zoo Authority under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

17. The Netherlands: Possession of live big cats is prohibited in the Netherlands, and only registered zoos and 
special rescue centers can get permission to keep them. A European Union (EU)-certificate is required to 
transfer a specimen of an Appendix-I species to a different location within the country or within the EU. The 

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/com/sc/70/Inf/E-SC70-Inf-24.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/com/sc/70/Inf/E-SC70-Inf-23.pdf
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zoos are bound by the Dutch zoo legislation, which states that an animal may only be transfered to another 
zoo if it will be housed in similar facilities and taken care of in a similar way. Housing facilities are regularly 
inspected by governmental authorities, and most zoos that keep Asian big cats in captivity in the Netherlands 
are members of European Association of Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA), which only exchanges animals within 
its breeding programmes. 

18. Pakistan: Pakistan implements CITES through the Trade Control of Wild Fauna and Flora Act of 2012 and 
the Pakistan Trade Control of Wild Fauna and Flora Rules of 2018. The Act makes provision for 
imprisonment of a minimum period of one year and a maximum period of two years, or for a fine of between 
PKR 500,000 (approximately USD 3,000) and PKR 1 million (approximately USD 6,000). In its report, 
Pakistan also included a comprehensive document on Guidelines for the Acquisition and Management of 
Felids (Cat Species) in Captivity. These guidelines were approved by the Pakistan Ministry of Environment 
in June 2011 and provide details regarding acquisition and management of felids in captivity, including the 
disposal of Asian big cats that die in captivity to prevent parts and derivatives from entering illegal trade. 
Provincial wildlife departments ensure that management practices are in place at both government and 
privately owned zoos/facilities that keep big cats in captivity. 

19. Slovakia: Slovakia’s national CITES legislation was amended on 1 January 2019 and includes provisions 
to prevent specimens from Asian big cats that die in captivity from entering illegal trade. Under the 
supervision of the State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic (SNC), dead specimens of Asian big 
cats must be handed over to a licensed person for destruction or to a licensed taxidermist. Administrative 
obligations are in place for holding live animals, such as a requirement to keep records on a separate species 
card. The holder is obliged to notify the CITES Management Authority about each change of data in the 
species card. The aim of this provision is to have information on keeping, breeding, handling and trading of 
Asian big cats in Slovakia. In 2018, Slovakia conducted an inventory of facilities that keep Asian big cats in 
captivity, during which regional inspectorates carried out inspections at a total of ten facilities, including one 
circus from the Czech Republic. Administrative offences were established in two instances, but no violation 
of CITES legislation in relation to big cat species was reported. Regarding processing applications for trade 
in Felidae species within the EU, Slovakia reported that it applies a strict approach in permitting procedures. 

20. Spain: There are 27 facilities in the country that keep Asian big cats in captivity for non-commercial 
purposes, and some of these facilities are included in European conservation programmes. Control 
measures are reported to be in place, including concerning identification and marking of each specimen, as 
well as records of animals that are born or die in captivity. Physical inspections are carried out to verify 
compliance with CITES legislation.  

21. Thailand: There are a total of 23 public zoos with less than 49 tigers and nine public zoos with more than 
49 tigers in the country. Further, two out of the 10 facilities identified as of concern in document SC70 Doc. 51 
had closed and one was planning to close. In 2020, a total of 718 tigers were in possession of eight captive 
facilities that were identified as facilities of concern. According to Thailand’s Wild Animal Reservation and 
Protection Act B.E 2535 (1992), breeding tigers for commercial purposes is prohibited. The Wild Animal 
Reservation and Protection Act, B.E 2562 (2019), which came into effect in November 2019, has additional 
standards for establishing and running public zoos that must be met. Thailand is adopting measures to 
manage and regulate the number of tigers in public zoos. Males and females must be separated to prevent 
unregulated reproductions and measures for zoos are in place to regulate the number of newborn cubs. 

22. Viet Nam: There are a total of 20 tiger and big cat facilities in the country keeping 360 individuals and 36 
seized tigers are held in a rescue centre by the Hanoi Department of Agriculture and Rural Development. 
Management practices are in place for facilities that keep Asian big cats in captivity, and the Viet Nam CITES 
Management Authority and other relevant agencies regularly conduct monitoring visits. Local authorities are 
directed to inspect tiger and big cat facilities at least twice a year. Most big cat facilities are reported to be 
privately owned and to be controlled by the local forest protection department. All tiger facilities are checked 
periodically by the provincial forest protection department, and the Viet Nam CITES Management Authority 
collaborates with these authorities to strictly control the origin of tigers at such facilities. Further, eight facilities 
have been granted Management codes or certificates for non-commercial purposes in accordance with 
Decree No. 06/2019/ND-CP. All tigers at these facilities are reported to originate from sources such as 
imports and specimens exchanged among zoos. In 2012, in collaboration with the Institute of Ecology and 
Biological Resources, its CITES Management Authority collected and analysed DNA samples from all tiger 
facilities in Viet Nam.  

https://wwfasia.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/guidelines_for_the_acquisition_and_management_of_felids__big_cats__in_captivity__ministr.pdf
https://wwfasia.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/guidelines_for_the_acquisition_and_management_of_felids__big_cats__in_captivity__ministr.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/com/sc/70/E-SC70-51.pdf
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Enforcement measures and activities to address Illegal trade in Asian big cat specimens 

Implementation of Decisions 18.100, 18.101 and 18.105 

23. Regarding the implementation of Decisions 18.100, 18.101 and 18.105, several Parties provided information 
on measures and activities implemented to address illegal trade in specimens of Asian big cats. 

24. Czech Republic: In 2019, two live specimens of white tigers were seized and confiscated because the 
specimens were not marked with microchips. In the same year, a tiger skeleton (without a skull), and a 
separate tiger skull were confiscated and a stuffed tiger body, without proof of legal origin, was seized.  

25. Cambodia: Cambodia established a specialized joint wildlife crime unit including multi-agency personnel 
from the forestry Administration, Military Police General Department and the Fisheries Administration. The 
unit regularly cooperates with the Cambodian customs agency.  

26. India: India had established a dedicated Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) to deal with wildlife crime 
and a National Repository of Camera Trap Photographs of Tiger (NRCTPT) to ascertain the origin of seized 
tiger skins. To target illegal trade in Asian big cats, India has strengthened law enforcement cooperation with 
neighbouring Parties (Bangladesh, Bhutan, China and Myanmar, Nepal and, the Russian Federation). 
Regarding the implementation of Decision 18.105, India initiated a process to undertake leopard population 
estimations and formalized protocols in leopard conservation genetics.  

27. Pakistan: Staff from Provincial and Territorial Wildlife Departments enforce provincial wildlife laws to address 
poaching and illegal trade in wildlife, including for Asian big cats. At entry and exit points, Pakistan customs, 
in collaboration with the Ministry of Climate Change and Provincial/Territorial Wildlife Departments, ensure 
the implementation of CITES. Pakistan submitted a request to the Secretariat in accordance with 
Notification to the Parties No. 2018/014 of 30 January 2018, regarding the field pocket Guide for law 
enforcement agencies to combat illegal trade in Asian big cat specimens. The CITES Management Authority 
subsequently received 140 hard copies of this guide which were distributed among the relevant law 
enforcement agencies. Pakistan is a member of the South Asia Wildlife Enforcement Network (SAWEN) for 
enforcement collaboration at regional level. 

28. Viet Nam: During the period 2018-2019, 37 seizures relating to illegal trafficking, transportation and storage 
of specimens of tigers and other cat species (Caracal caracal, Catopuma temminckii, Prionailurus 
bengalensis) were made in the country, and 19 of these cases involved tiger specimens. Most of the seizures 
were made by the police. Illegal trade in tiger specimens mainly occurred in provinces bordering the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic (PDR), such as Nghe An, and in the north east of Viet Nam such as in Ha 
Noi, and Quang Ninh. Most of the seized tiger specimens were frozen tiger bodies, and tiger skins were also 
seized. Vietnamese authorities collaborated with non-governmental organizations and international 
conservation organizations to carry out inspections and surveillance campaigns at wildlife trade hotspots, 
and, as a result, several main targets involved in the illegal tiger trade were arrested and prosecuted. Viet 
Nam further reported on training and capacity-building activities concerning CITES implementation and 
identification of wildlife species frequently found in illegal trade. This included capacity-building for 
approximately 1,000 provincial forest protection, customs and environment police, border guards and other 
authorities. Regarding cooperation with neighbouring countries, Viet Nam highlighted activities such as 
annual dialogues with the Lao People’s Democratic Republic on wildlife trade controls in border provinces 
and bilateral meetings with China on strengthening cooperation in CITES implementation. Viet Nam is a 
member of the Working Group on CITES and wildlife enforcement of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) and information is regularly exchanged with ASEAN countries.  

29. United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: The country had contributed financial and 
technical assistance through funding to the International Consortium on Combating Wildlife Crime (ICCWC) 
and the Illegal Wildlife Trade Challenge Fund, which could enable range States to comply with the 
implementation of the Decisions on illegal trade in Asian big cats and Resolution Conf. 12.5 (Rev. CoP18). 
In 2020, a project led by Fauna and Flora International, entitled “Enabling and promoting communities to 
tackle illegal wildlife trade (including tiger) in Southern Myanmar” was awarded in the UK Challenge Fund 
Round 6. The project will support six local communities in southern Tanintharyi on the Myanmar-Thailand 
border to become active in addressing threats posed by poaching and illegal trade to tiger and other key 
species. The project will support the development of sustainable livelihoods and improved resource 
management.  

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/notif/E-Notif-2018-014.pdf
https://cites.org/eng/prog/iccwc_new.php
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/illegal-wildlife-trade-challenge-fund-iwtcf
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30. The United States of America reported Asian big cat specimen seizure data for the period December 2016 
to June 2020. During that period, a total of 127 shipments containing specimens of tiger (Panthera tigris) 
and leopard (Panthera pardus) were seized. Most of the seized specimens originated from Asia, and 
shipments were primarily transported by passengers or sent through packages shipped via international 
mail. These shipments consisted of medical products (i.e. medicinal balls, pills) and other products including 
claws, teeth, bones, small skin pieces and paws.  

Implementation of Decision 18.103 

31. Regarding Decision 18.103, only Viet Nam reported that it submitted images of tiger skins seized in 2017 
and 2018 to the CITES Management Authority of India.  

Implementation of Decision 18.104 

32. The Czech Republic reported that the genetic research project Project TigrisID, financed by its Ministry of 
Interior with the aim to develop inter alia reliable DNA diagnostic tools for processed medicinal products will 
continue until the end of 2022. Several EU member States provided tiger DNA samples from various sources 
(zoos, private breeders and seized specimens) for use in the TigrisID project. A progress report of the TigrisID 
project is attached to the Czech Republic’s response to Notification 2020/039 in Annex 2 to the present 
document. According to that progress report, up to 7 February 2020, DNA was isolated from 424 individual 
tigers. The procedures applied to identify tiger (Panthera tigris) in heavily temperature-damaged samples, 
so far had not produced positive results. The Czech Republic may wish to provide an oral update to Parties 
at the present meeting on the status of project TigrisID, and the need for further samples to be shared with 
the Czech Republic in accordance with Decision 18.104.  

33. India: India is finalizing a set of primers to be used as minimum standard for ascertaining tiger samples in 
cases of wildlife crime.  

34. Slovakia: In 2019, samples taken from 65 live tigers and two samples from dead specimens were shared 
with the Czech Environmental Inspectorate for the purposes of the genetic research project TigrisID.   

Reduction of demand for illegal tiger and other Asian big cat specimens 

Implementation of Decision 18.106 

35. India reported that awareness raising activities, which inter alia include aspects of wildlife crime, are 
addressed under the ongoing Project Tiger.  

36. United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: In 2020, a project led by TRAFFIC entitled “Social 
marketing to reduce demand for tiger products in Viet Nam” was awarded in the UK-funded Challenge Fund 
Round 6. This project will build on the behavioural insights and recent successes related to reducing demand 
for rhinoceros horn to implement a culturally relevant and carefully targeted social marketing campaign 
aiming to stop consumption of tiger products by main user groups.  

37. Viet Nam: In 2019, the Management Authority of Viet Nam worked with non-governmental organizations on 
research initiatives, including a tiger specimens consumer survey. No information on the survey results were 
however included in the report from Viet Nam.  

Implementation of Decisions 18.102 and 18.108 

38. Due to COVID-19 measures limiting meetings and travel, the Secretariat was not able to conduct the 
missions anticipated by Decision 18.108, paragraph a), in 2020 and 2021. The Secretariat secured limited 
funding to undertake some of these missions, but regrettably due to the time that lapsed and donor 
requirements, this funding is now no longer available. The Secretariat therefore still needs to secure the 
external funding required to be able to undertake these missions and encourages Parties that may be able 
to provide funding to support this work. The Secretariat will endeavour to undertake the missions as soon as 
resources and current restrictions associated with the COVID-19 pandemic permit.   

39. The Secretariat notes that, in their responses to Notification to the Parties No. 2020/039, the Czech Republic, 
Thailand, the United States of America and Viet Nam indicated that they are ready to welcome a mission 
from the Secretariat as anticipated by Decision 18.108, paragraph a).  

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/prog/enforcement/TIGER%20GENETICS-Project%20TigrisID.pdf
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Conclusion 

40.  Although reporting was received from only a limited number of Parties, the reporting demonstrates that some 
Parties have good measures and practices in place that could be drawn upon as best practices for other 
Parties, where such measures and practices do not yet exist. Regarding management practices and controls 
concerning facilities keeping Asian big cats in captivity for example, several Parties indicated that they 
conduct regular monitoring and inspections concerning such facilities and have strict measures and controls 
in place.  

41.  It is encouraging to note the activities that have been undertaken to tackle illegal trade in tigers and other 
big cat specimens. For example, media and NGO reports1 indicate that the police in Viet Nam seized 24 live 
tigers from illegal breeding facilities in August 2021, and that Viet Nam customs seized nearly 90 kg of bones 
from tiger, leopard and lion in December 2021. In addition, Thailand reported that two of the facilities 
identified as of concern in document SC70 Doc. 51 have been closed, and that a further closure is foreseen. 
Although these examples of activities undertaken are encouraging, much more needs to be done. Continued 
seizures of Asian big cat specimens, including specimens that originated from captive breeding facilities, and 
the potential impact of this illegal trade on Asian big cat populations remains of concern. This highlights that 
further strengthened efforts are needed and that it is essential that Parties further scale up their efforts to 
address illegal trade in Asian big cats. Range, transit and destination States affected by illegal trade in Asian 
big cats should actively pursue the full implementation of Resolution Conf. 12.5 (Rev. CoP18) on 
Conservation of and trade in tigers and other Appendix-I Asian big cat species. Parties are encouraged to 
strengthen the exchange of information by bringing significant seizures of illegal trade in Asian big cat 
specimens to the attention of authorities in countries of origin, transit and destination, where appropriate and 
as applicable, without delay. This should include providing all available associated information on the seizure 
to enable follow-up investigations to take place.  

42.  Implementation of some Decisions remains limited or ad hoc, such as Decision 18.103. Parties that make 
seizures of tiger skins in their territories are therefore reminded of Decision 18.103 and of Resolution Conf. 
12.5 (Rev. CoP18) paragraph 1 l). Tiger range States, which have photographic identification databases for 
tigers, and the capacity to identify tigers from photographs of tiger skins, are listed in paragraph 14 in 
document SC70 Doc. 42.1.  

43. The Secretariat also takes this opportunity to remind Parties that the field pocket Guide for law enforcement 
agencies to combat illegal trade in Asian big cat specimens is available electronically in the CITES Virtual 
College, and that hard copies also remain available. Parties affected by illegal trade in Asian big cat 
specimens are invited to submit a request for hard copies to the Secretariat as outlined in Notification to the 
Parties 2018/014 of 30 January 2018. The field pocket Guide is available in English and Chinese and 
intended for distribution among customs and police authorities, and any other national authorities 
responsible for wildlife law enforcement.     

Recommendations 

44. The Secretariat invites the Standing Committee to: 

 a) encourage Parties to – where not yet done – implement regular monitoring and inspections of facilities 
keeping Asian big cats in captivity, by taking into consideration Decision 17.226 and implementing 
measures that will enable accurate record keeping for all tigers kept in captivity; 

 b) encourage Parties in whose territories captive breeding facilities identified as of concern in document 
SC70 Doc. 51 exist, to pay particular attention to the activities of these facilities in their implementation 
of Resolution Conf. 12.5 (Rev. CoP18) on Conservation of and trade in tigers and other Appendix-I 
Asian big cat species and Decision 17.226, and to take swift and decisive action concerning any 
unauthorized or illegal activities that may be detected;   

 c)  encourage all Parties that have made seizures of tiger skins within their territories to implement Decision 
18.103; and 

 
1  https://congan.com.vn/an-ninh-kinh-te/gan-90kg-xuong-ho-bao-va-nhieu-san-pham-dong-thuc-vat-nguy-trang_124998.html;  

WWF commends Nghe An provincial authorities for tiger seizures in Viet Nam | WWF (panda.org) 

https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/com/sc/70/E-SC70-51.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/com/sc/70/E-SC70-42-01.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/notif/E-Notif-2018-014.pdf
https://cites.org/sites/default/files/notif/E-Notif-2018-014.pdf
https://congan.com.vn/an-ninh-kinh-te/gan-90kg-xuong-ho-bao-va-nhieu-san-pham-dong-thuc-vat-nguy-trang_124998.html
https://tigers.panda.org/?4218941/tiger-seizures-vietnam-Nghe-An-province
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 d) encourage Parties affected by illegal trade in Asian big cat specimens to remind their national authorities 
responsible for wildlife law enforcement about the field pocket Guide for law enforcement agencies to 
combat illegal trade in Asian big cat specimens, available electronically in the CITES Virtual College, 
and to request hard copies from the Secretariat, where needed, to be made available to relevant 
authorities. 

 



SC74 Doc. 36 – p. 8 

SC74 Doc. 36 
Annex 1 

Decisions on Asian big cats (Felidae spp.) and Captive-bred and ranched specimens 

  Directed to Parties 

18.100 Parties affected by illegal trade in Asian big cat specimens, in particular Parties identified in document 
CoP18 Doc. 71.1, are encouraged to take into consideration the information in Annex 4 to document 
CoP18 Doc. 71.1, and pursue enforcement efforts to address this illegal trade, including through the 
initiation of joint investigations and operations aimed at halting the members of organized crime 
networks across the entire illegal trade chain. 

18.101 Parties, in whose territory tourist markets exist that are contributing to illegal cross border trade involving 
Asian big cat specimens, are encouraged to strengthen law enforcement cooperation with their 
neighbouring Parties to target such illegal trade. 

18.102 Parties in whose territories there are facilities keeping Asian big cats in captivity referred to in Decision 
18.108, paragraph a) are invited to welcome a mission from the Secretariat, to visit these facilities. 

18.103 All Parties that have made seizures of tiger skins since the 17th meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
are encouraged to share images in accordance with Resolution Conf 12.5 (Rev. CoP18) on 
Conservation of and trade in tigers and other Appendix-I Asian big cat species, paragraph 1 l) by 
31 December 2019 and all Parties are encouraged to share images of any skins seized hereafter within 
90 days of such seizure. 

18.104 Parties are encouraged, in accordance with their national regulations, to share samples of tiger 
specimens from living animals, seized animals or products that could contain tiger DNA with the Czech 
Republic national focal point for use in the genetic research project TigrisID which is focusing on the 
development of novel techniques to facilitate tackling illegal trade in tiger specimens. 

18.105 Parties, in particular those mentioned in section 3.1.5 of Annex 4 to document CoP18 Doc. 71.1, are 
encouraged to take serious consideration of the concerns regarding illegal trade in leopard parts and 
derivatives as outlined in Annex 4 to document CoP18 Doc. 71.1 and take measures to address these. 

18.106 Consumer States of specimens from tiger and other Asian big cat species, are urged to take action to 
end demand for illegal tiger and other big cat parts and derivatives by working with relevant specialists 
such as consumer behaviour change, social marketing and communication experts to conduct targeted 
behaviour change initiatives ensuring initiatives are underpinned by sound evidence, are properly 
baselined, and have strong monitoring and evaluation built in, including appropriate metrics to assess 
efficacy; and adopting and implementing appropriate legislative and regulatory measures, to deter 
consumers from purchasing any illegal big cat products. 

18.107 Parties are invited to report to the Secretariat on implementation of Decisions 18.100 to 18.106 in time 
for the Secretariat to report to the Standing Committee and the Conference of the Parties as per 
requirements in paragraph 2 a) of Resolution Conf. 12.5 (Rev. CoP18). 

18.108 Directed to the Secretariat 

  The Secretariat shall:  

  a) subject to external funding, undertake a mission to those Parties identified in document SC70 
Doc. 51 and in whose territories there are facilities which may be of concern keeping Asian big cats 
in captivity, with the purpose of gaining a better understanding of the operations and activities 
undertaken by these facilities; and 

  b) report to the Standing Committee at its 73rd and 74th meetings on implementation of Decisions 
18.107 to 18.108, paragraph a), and progress with regard to the missions concerned and formulate 
recommendations for consideration by the Standing Committee. 
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18.109 Directed to the Standing Committee 

  The Standing Committee at its 73rd and 74th meetings shall review the report and recommendations of 
the Secretariat concerning the implementation of Decisions 18.100 to 18.108 and determine whether 
any further time-bound, country specific measures are needed to strengthen the implementation of the 
Convention, of Decision 14.69 and of paragraph 1 h) of Resolution Conf. 12.5 (Rev. CoP18). 

17.226 Directed to Parties with Asian big cat captive facilities 

  All Parties in whose territory there are facilities keeping Asian big cats in captivity are requested to: 

  a) review national management practices and controls that are in place for such facilities, to ensure 
that these management practices and controls are adequate to prevent Asian big cat specimens 
from entering illegal trade from or through such facilities; 

  b) ensure strict application of all management practices and controls implemented to regulate the 
activities of facilities that keep Asian big cats in captivity, including with regard to the disposal of 
specimens from Asian big cats that die in captivity; and 

  c) report to the Secretariat on progress with regard to the implementation of this Decision. 

14.69 Directed to Parties, especially Appendix-I Asian big cat range States 

  Parties with intensive operations breeding tigers on a commercial scale shall implement measures to 
restrict the captive population to a level supportive only to conserving wild tigers; tigers should not be 
bred for trade in their parts and derivatives. 
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Asian big cats (Felidae spp.) of 29 April 2020 

Austria 
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Cambodia 
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Czech Republic 
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India 
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The Netherlands 
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Pakistan 
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Link to: Guidelines for the acquisition and management of felids (cat species) in captivity  

https://wwfasia.awsassets.panda.org/downloads/guidelines_for_the_acquisition_and_management_of_felids__big_cats__in_captivity__ministr.pdf
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Slovak Republic 
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Spain 
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Thailand 
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United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
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United States of America 
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Viet Nam 
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