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Reports of regional representatives 

CENTRAL AND SOUTH AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 

1. This document has been submitted by the Caribbean Regional representative.* 

 

Caribbean regional representation report to the 69th meeting of the Standing Committee 

The Bahamas was elected as Regional Representative for the Caribbean sub-region of the Central and South 
American and Caribbean Region at the 17th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP17) in South Africa. 
Dr. Maurice Isaacs has carried out the activities as the regional representative. 

Since that time Dr. Isaacs has been actively developing and maintaining a communication system by e-mail using 
the addresses that he has collected from previous CITES fora. 

We arranged several calls with Mr. Markus Pikart of the CITES Secretariat to sensitize our Caribbean Parties to 
e-permitting and to explore the possibility of developing a regional project to assist Caribbean countries in 
establishing such a system. 

Dr. Isaacs Visited Singapore from the 6th – 10th September, 2017, as a part of a Standing Committee mission 
invited by the Government of Singapore to see the implementation mechanisms and capacity to address illegal 
trafficking of ivory that were shown to the Secretariat’s team that had visited to assess whether it should be 
included in the National Ivory Action Plan (NIAP) process. My stay had to be extended due to a Hurricane harshly 
affecting some of the islands in our archipelago and the closure of the airport on Nassau as a precaution. I would 
like to thank the Government of Singapore for assisting me as they had to extend my stay but also while there I 
was able to see not only their efforts with regards to addressing illegal ivory trade but also their e-permitting 
system and several other implementation mechanisms and make valuable contacts which we hope to use to 
assist for our region. 

We have received approval from Cabinet to carry out some long outstanding capacity building initiatives to 
address the considerable increase in responsibility following our election as Caribbean Regional Representative 
at CoP17 as Dr. Isaacs was also selected as the focal point for the recently established Caribbean Wildlife 
enforcement Network and as national coordinator for the Bahamas Wildlife Enforcement Network (BAhWEN), all 
of which carry additional responsibilities as none of these were budgeted for and need capacity. Unfortunately, 
the capacity building initiatives have had to be delayed considerably as we have not only had several hurricanes 
to recover from, but also had a change in government with not only our Ministers changing but also our Permanent 
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Secretaries and Ministerial portfolio assignments. We are now back on track and will make the necessary 
changes. 

Needs- 

The needs expressed by the Parties in our region includes 

1) Developing a regional e-permitting project to allow Parties in the regions to establish e-permitting 

systems as recommended ; 

2) Having a Caribbean regional preparatory meeting prior to COP18 to allow Parties to discuss regional 

issues as well as management related and species proposals of interest to develop a considered, 

coordinated approach. This is especially needed to develop a proactive approach to establishing our 

direction and approach at the COP. 

3)  Having a regional project to assess the individual capacity and needs for each Party as well as the 

communication needs for the region. 

I would like to thank the Parties of our region for affording us the opportunity to serve in this capacity in such a 
diverse and biologically rich region with so many challenges but also so many opportunities. The Bahamas was 
the 50th signatory to CITES and has been a Party for over 38 years but has never served in any capacity on any 
of the Committees. We are committed to doing our best to establish the coordination and representation 
necessary and developing a positive template for future representation. 

 

Maurice Isaacs DVM 
Caribbean Regional Representative 
CITES Standing Committee 
27th November 2017 


