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PART A. Synopsis of ‘NIAP’ implementation

It is known that Ethiopia is one of the elephant range states in Africa. Like in other range states,
the elephants of Ethiopia has faced various problems, of which habitat loss and poaching are the
main ones. A range of evidences have shown that the country is identified as source and transit
for illegal trafficking of elephant ivory. There are also certain evidences that show presence of
illegal ivory trade within the country. The Ethiopian Wildlife Conservation Authority (EWCA) is
a government organization established by proclamation number 575/2000 for managing and

conserving the wildlife resources of the country.

Elephants are méinly poached for its ivory and this illicit activity harms the population of
elephants severely across the country. EWCA is doing various activities to combat this crime and
save the few elephants existing in the wild environment of the country today. Awareness raising,
conducting regular patrols in areas suspected for illegal acts, penalizing criminals, collaborating
with law enforcement agencies nationally and internationally are among the activities performed

by EWCA to address the challenge.

Few years ago illegal trade in wildlife products particularly elephant ivory had beenr common in
some places within the counfry. Due to this, various international bodies were blaming the
country. EWCA has started working vigoursely with national law enforcement agencies
especially with the Ethiopian Revenue and Customs Authority, Federal and Regional Police
Commissions, Ministry of Defense, Ministry of Justice (judiciaries)‘, prosecutors and National
Information and Securityv Service to address the challenge. EWCA also work with various
partners such as INTERPOL, AEF/UNEP, LATF, Born Free Foundation, and IFAW to tackle the
illicit ivory trade and trafficking. As a result of the collaborative effort, the illegal ivory trade and

trafficking is highly minimized to the level which could be hard to notice its precence today.



As per the recommendation of the CITES secretariate adopted at the 65™ SC meeting (Geneva,
July 2014) where Ethiopia identified as one of the secondary concern countries, EWCA has
developed a National Ivory Action Plan (NIAP) in December 2014 to eradicate illegal ivory
trade and trafficking across the country. The action plan has organized in five sections and has a
total of 13 priority/key actions each of which involves several activities to be done within the

implementation period of the national action plan.

The NIAP enters in to action about twenty months ago. During this period, various significant

actions/activities have been undertaken including:-

= National Wildlife act amendment bill made ready to be presented to the government for
approval. ‘ | |

» Recommendations provided by the regional states are incorporated in to the new drafted
wildlife act to dissolve the gaps and harmonize the laws.

» Prosecution on wildlife crime improved

» Inventory of ivory stocks and Destruction if 6.1 tones seized ivory products in an official
ceremony has been carried out,

»  Penalized criminals, .

= Published and distributed booklet on identification of wildlife and their products, to assist
implementation of wildlife laws, | |

= Conducted several covert operations targeting ivory trade and trafficking. -

Sincé December 2014 to date, about 143 arrest cases happened in connection to illegal
possession of wildlife and wildlife products mainly ivory. Of which 65 of them were arrested at
Bole International Airport Addis Ababa. Except two péssengers, they all are transit passengers
who have been departing from other countries. All the suspects were presented to the court and
convictedand penalized with fine. A total of about 85 8,000 Ethiopian Birr have been collected

via penalizing the criminals.



Insufficient man power the head quarter as well as at the protected areas, light sentences of the
court on criminals, poor local community engagement in tackling illegal ivory trade and
trafficking, poor trans-boundary coolaboration and lack of dedicated vehicle for law enforcement

activities are among the challenges, facing during implementation period of the NIAP so far.

It is hoped that EWCA in close cooperation and collaboration with the key stakeholders and
partners will perform the remaining NIAP actions/activities within the implementation period of
the NIAP as effectively and efficientlly as possible, by trying to resolve those challenges

hampering implementation of the NIAP.
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