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Sixty-sixth meeting of the Standing Committee 
Geneva (Switzerland), 11-15 January 2016 

Interpretation and implementation of the Convention 

Exemptions and special trade provisions 

Registration of operations that breed Appendix-I animal species 
in captivity for commercial purposes 

REGISTRATION OF THE OPERATION “NOUVELLE DÉCOUVERTE”, BREEDING ASTROCHELYS RADIATA 

1. This document has been prepared by the Secretariat. It refers to an application from Mauritius to include 
the operation “Nouvelle Découverte”, breeding Astrochelys radiata, in the Secretariat’s CITES Register of 

operations that breed Appendix-I animal species for commercial purposes, and an objection from 

Madagascar thereto. 

2. Resolution Conf. 12.10 (Rev. CoP15) on Registration of operations that breed Appendix-I animal species in 
captivity for commercial purposes establishes the procedure for the registration of the captive-breeding 
operations, including, inter alia: descriptions of the role of the Management Authorities, Animals and 
Standing Committee and the Secretariat; and the steps to follow in case of an objection to the registration, 
or non-compliance with the Provisions of the Resolution. 

3. On 6 March 2014, the Secretariat received an application from Mauritius to include the operation “Nouvelle 
Découverte”, breeding Astrochelys radiata, in the CITES Register of operations that breed Appendix – I 
animal species for commercial purposes. Upon receipt of full information (Annex 1), the Secretariat 
published Notification to Parties No. 2015/035 of 15 June 2015, proposing the above new captive-breeding 
operation to be added to the Register, and setting 13 September 2015 as the deadline for submitting 
objections to the registration of this operation.  

4. On 7 August 2015, the Secretariat received an objection from Madagascar to this proposed registration, 
which questioned, inter alia, the legality of Astrochelys radiata in Mauritius, and the technical capacities of 
the breeding operation (Annex 2). On 24 August 2015, with the consent of Management Authority of 
Madagascar, the Secretariat transmitted the objection to the Management Authority of Mauritius, 
encouraging it to contact the Management Authority of Madagascar and establish a dialogue about the 
registration. However, the Secretariat is not aware of any direct contacts between the two Parties on the 
issue.  

5. In response to the questions raised by Madagascar, Mauritius provided the Secretariat with additional 
information on the operation on 15 September 2015 (Annex 3). In a further attempt to initiate a dialogue 
between the two Parties, and with the consent of Management Authority of Mauritius, the Secretariat 
translated Mauritius’ response into French and shared it with Madagascar on 21 September 2015. 

6. Resolution Conf. 12.10 (Rev. CoP15), Annex 2, provides that:  

 "If any Party objects to the registration, the Secretariat shall refer the documentation to the Animals 
Committee to review the objection. The Animals Committee shall comment on the objection within 60 
days. The Secretariat shall forward the comments made by the Animals Committee to the Parties 
concerned and allow a further 30 days for resolution of the identified problem(s)."  
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7. On 16 September 2015, and in line with the provision above, the Secretariat submitted the documentation 
from the Management Authority of Mauritius concerning the breeding operation “Nouvelle Découverte”, 
together with the objection from Madagascar and the subsequent reply from Mauritius, to the Animals 
Committee. It invited the Committee to review the objection and provide its comments by 15 November 
2015.  

8. After reviewing the documentation and the objection, the Animals Committee commented as follows:  

 The Animals Committee has reviewed the material supporting Madagascar’s objection to the registration of 
a captive facility (Nouvelle Découverte) on Mauritius to breed Astrochelys radiata, an Appendix I species. 
In our view, Mauritius has demonstrated that the registration is in accordance with Resolution Conf. 12.10 
(Rev. CoP15). The Animals Committee thus does not concur with the objection raised by Madagascar. 

9. In compliance with Resolution Conf. 12.10 (Rev. CoP15), Annex 2, paragraph 3, the Secretariat forwarded 
the comments of the Animals Committee to Madagascar and Mauritius on 17 November 2015 to allow a 
further 30-day period for resolving the identified problems. This period expired on 17 December 2015.  

10. On 16 December 2015, before the expiry of 30-day period, the Secretariat reminded Madagascar and 
Mauritius that if the objection had not been withdrawn, the matter would move to the Standing Committee 
for deliberation at the present meeting. 

11. Despite of this reminder, the Secretariat has received no indication that the objection from Madagascar 
had been withdrawn or the identified problems resolved. In accordance with Resolution Conf. 12.10 
(Rev. CoP15), Annex 2, paragraph 4, the application shall therefore be submitted to the Standing 
Committee at its following regular meeting. 

Recommendation 

12. The Committee is invited to consider the objection concerning the registration of the captive breeding 
operation “Nouvelle Découverte” for Astrochelys radiata in Mauritius in accordance with Resolution Conf. 
12.10 (Rev. CoP15), Annex 2, paragraph 4. 

 a) If the Committee considers the objection trivial or ill-founded, it shall reject it and the application shall 
be accepted. 

 b) If the Committee considers the objection justified, it shall review the response of the applying Party 
and decide whether or not to accept the application. 
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