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AIDE-MEMOIRE

1. Welcome by the Secretary-General and the SC Chair

The Secretary-General, lvonne Higuero, and the Chair of the Standing Committee (SC Chair), represented by
Carolina Caceres, welcomed all Members and alternate Members of the Standing Committee and also
welcomed the potential host country, France, as an observer. The Secretary-General explained that the
purpose of the informal briefing was to ensure that the SC Chair has a clear understanding of the views of
Members and alternate Members, prior to deciding on the time and place of the meeting as per the Rules of
Procedure of the Committee. She emphasized that, since the decision to hold SC74 in France was made in
September, the Secretariat has worked very closely with France to ensure that logistical and other preparations
for any face-to-face meeting in France were completed. This included a Secretariat delegation visiting the
proposed venue in France in mid-October and weekly teleconferences since then. She drew attention to the
background risk assessment document (SC2021 Inf. 1, https:/cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/com/sc/2020-
2021/Inf/E-SC2021-Inf-01.pdf) explaining the background to the briefing, the prospects for a face-to-face
meeting in March 2022 and the options for an online meeting if a face-to-face meeting is not possible.

2. Presentation by France of its offer to host SC74

Sylvie Lemmet (French Ambassador for the Environment) announced France’s wish to hold SC74 in the city of
Lyon between 7 and 11 March 2022 and emphasized the large amount of preparatory work already undertaken.
She stressed the full commitment of the French authorities and those of the local authorities in the Metropolis of
Lyon to hold a successful meeting. She said that France would draw on its experience of hosting and successfully
organizing the IUCN World Conservation Congress in Marseille, France in September 2021. France then made
a PowerPoint presentation which is found in Annex 2 (English/French only) to the present aide-memoire.

3. Presentation by the Secretary-General: Background risk asssessment document (SC2021 Inf. 1)

The Secretary-General presented information document SC2021 Inf. 1:
(https://cites.org/sites/default/files/eng/com/sc/2020-2021/Inf/E-SC2021-Inf-01.pdf) 74th meeting of the
Standing Committee: Risk assessment of a face-to-face meeting. She highlighted the survey of Members and
alternate Members undertaken between 11 November and 8 December 2021 which indicated that a quorum
could be achieved for face-to-face meeting under current circumstances. With regard to arrangements for on
online meeting if a face-to-face meeting could not be held, she said that the Secretariat has drawn on the
lessons learnt from organizing the 73rd meeting of the Standing Committee (SC73), the 31st meeting of the
Animals Committee (AC31) and the 25th meeting of the Plants Committee (PC25) and of the experiences of
other multilateral environmental agreements who the Secretariat has consulted.

4. Discussion

Indonesia favoured a face-to-face meeting but suggested that the host country could offer some flexibility
concerning any eventual need for quarantine and the cost of any required COVID testing. France noted that a
test centre was located near the meeting venue and consideration was being given to providing testing facilities
at the venue. France was open to considering other support, depending on what quarantine and testing
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requirements applied at the time of the meeting. In view of current national ‘COVID pass’ requirements, France
stressed the desirability for participants to have had a third, booster vaccination and noted that currently face
masks would be required in the meeting facility.

Belgium, Israel Japan, Kuwait and Namibia expressed their support for a face-to-face meeting. Morocco and
New Zealand also favoured a face-to-face meeting but were currently unsure if they would be able to travel in
March.

Israel, Japan and Namibia asked if a hybrid meeting might be considered. France responded that they had not
currently budgeted for this scenario and the technical requirements would be very different from a face-to-face
meeting. The Secretariat suggested that a hybrid option could be considered in limited circumstances, such
as when a whole region risked being unrepresented if they were not able to attend the meeting due to COVID-
related restrictions.

Japan was concerned if meetings of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CDB) were also re-scheduled for
March 2022. The Secretariat advised that it had already made its counterparts in CBD aware of the dates
envisioned for SC74.

Canada and Morocco expressed concern about the feasibility of an online meeting with such a long meeting
agenda and New Zealand agreed, adding that consideration should be given to the need for equitable timing
for online meetings to ensure that it was not always the same Parties who needed to join at unsocial hours.

Israel asked about the financial risks of a later cancellation of a face-to-face meeting. The Secretary-General
noted that unspent funds from 2021 would need to be transferred to the 2022 budget to cover additional costs
for the meeting, but that the financial risks for the Secretariat of a late cancellation were limited, as hotel
reservations and train tickets could normally be cancelled or refunded without charge. France said that they
were aware that they would bear most of the financial risks in the event of any late cancellation of a face-to-
face meeting.

5. Conclusions of the SC Chair

The SC Chair concluded that there was unanimous support for proceeding with plans for a face-to-face meeting
in Lyon in March 2022. She stressed the strong need for ongoing review of the situation in the coming weeks
and the importance of a further review of the prospects for the face-to-face meeting around 1 February 2022
as proposed by the Secretariat in information document SC2021 Inf. 1. She said that if it proves necessary to
revert to an online meeting, a shorter and more focused agenda would be needed, and consideration would
be given to equitable timing for online sessions. She asked the Secretariat and France to review the
possibilities for a hybrid meeting in case the need arose.

6. Closing remarks

The Chair thanked all Members and alternate Members for their participation and France for their generous
offer to host SC74. The Secretary-General echoed these thanks and noted that the host country agreement
with France was fully negotiated and ready for signature and that registration for the meeting will also open in
the coming days. In the circumstances, she appealed to all participants to register early for the meeting. The
Secretary-General also announced the appointment of Mr David Morgan as the new Chief of the Science Unit
given the retirement of Mr Tom De Meulenaer and that Ms Thea Carroll would be the Officer-in-Charge of the
Governing Bodies Unit.
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RESTAURATION POUR LES PARTICIPANTS

CATERING FOR PARTICIPANTS

RESTAURANT simple et ambiance
Bistrot

MENU Végétarien, non végétarien et vegan

rapide,

Pour les petits creux ou manger sur le pouce,
un ou deux « corners » proposeront des
sandwichs, thé et café

Foodtrucks en bas des tribunes

Les prestataires offrant des produits issus de
I'agriculture raisonnée ou de proximité seront
privilégiés.

A PROXIMITE

Nombreux restaurants avec cuisine
internationale (ltalie, grec, chinois, japonais,
mexicains,

RESTAURANT quick and simple, Bistrot
athmosphere
Vegetarian, non vegetarian and vegan MENU

For a quick bite, one or two « corners » will
offer sandwiches, tea or coffee /

Foodtruck next to the race track
Suppliers offering organic or local products

will be featured

CLOSE TO THE VENUE
Severals restaurants international cuisine
(Italian, Greek, Chinese, Japanese, Mexican,
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ENTREE EN FRANCE
ENTRY INTO FRANCE

AUJOUR D’HUI

TO DATE

No COVID Pass or evidence of vaccin

Couleur du | Motif Test négatif PCR Quarantaine [l Couleur Motif Test négatif PCR ou | Quarantine
Pays impérieux ou antigénique de du pays impérieux antigénique de
Colour of Compelling | moins de 24h Colour of | Compelling moins de 24h
the country | reason Negative PCR or the reason Negative PCR or
antigen test of country antigen test of less
less than 24 hours than 24 hours
EU no no no EU no yes no
Green no yes no Green no yes no
Orange no yes no Orange yes yes Yes (7 days)
Red no yes no Red yes yes Yes (10 days
Deep red yes yes Yes (10 Deep red vyes yes Yes (10 dayq
days)
25

Au 11 décembre
At 11 December
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ENTRANCE TO
THE MEETING AS OF TODAY

OU TEST PCR ou ANTIGENIQUE
OR PCR or ANTIGENIC TEST

AUJOUR D’HUI

WE LOOK
FORWARD TO
SEEING YOU

NOUS VOUS
ATTENDONS
AVEC

IMPATIENCE
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