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CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES
OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA
____________

Twenty-seventh meeting of the Animals Committee
Veracruz (Mexico), 28 April – 3 May 2014
Interpretation and implementation of the Convention
Species trade and conservation
CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF SHARKS
(Agenda items 22.1, 22.2, 22.3 and 22.4)
Membership (as decided by the Committee)
Chair:

representative of Oceania (Mr Robertson) as Chair and representative of Asia (Mr Ishii) as
Vice-Chair;

Parties:

Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, Chile, Colombia, Germany, Indonesia, Japan
Mexico, Portugal, Republic of Korea, South Africa, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and United States of America; and

IGOs and NGOs: Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, CMS, UNEP-WCMC, European
Union, IUCN, Centre for Biological Diversity, Defenders of Wildlife, Fundacion Cethus,
Humane Society International, Korea Overseas Fisheries Association, Pew Charitable Trust,
Swan International, TRAFFIC, World Conservation Society, WWF.
Mandate
1.

In support of the implementation of the Resolution Conf. 12.6 (Rev. CoP16), review the information
provided by range States on trade in sharks and provide recommendations focussing analysis on issues
and guidance related to the implementation of the shark species listings agreed at COP16: in particular
making NDFs for these species. Take into account information provided in documents AC27 Doc. 22.1,
22.2, 22.3 and 22.4 and other relevant information as appropriate.

2.

Identify challenges, such as scientific and technical gaps and provide advice to approaches to making
NDFs and implementing the CITES listings for sharks effectively.

3.

Provide advice to Germany and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland as requested in
documents AC27 Doc. 22.2, 22.3 and 22.4.

Recommendations
1.

The Animals Committee record its thanks to the EU for its generous donation of 1.2 million Euros towards
implementation of the new shark and ray Appendix II listings agreed at CoP16.
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2.

The Animals Committee congratulate the Secretariat on its collaboration to date with the Food and
Agriculture Organisation of the United nations (FAO) on matters relating to the implementation of the new
shark and ray Appendix II listings agreed at CoP16.

3.

The Animals Committee encourages the Secretariat to continue to work closely with FAO, the Secretariat
of the Convention on Migratory Species, and Regional Fisheries Management Bodies, both with respect
to CITES-listed shark species and, where appropriate, wider issues of shark conservation relevant to Res.
Conf. 12.6 (Rev. CoP16).

4.

The Animals Committee encourages Parties to continue to work to improve collection of data at the
species level, especially in respect of CITES-listed species.

5.

The Animals Committee encourages FAO to continue its efforts to improve harmonised tariff codes for
shark products and their work on shark identification (iSharkFin).

6.

The Animals Committee recognises the need for further workshops and other capacity building activities
to assist in implementation of the Appendix II shark listings. Parties are encouraged to use the CITES
website shark portal to inform others of future workshops in their region.

7.

Parties that make non-detriment findings for Appendix II-listed shark and ray species are encouraged to
share these on a voluntary basis, either via the CITES website shark portal or bilaterally, as they consider
appropriate.

8.

With regard to Germany’s draft guidelines, as summarised in AC27 22.3 and set out in AC27 Inf.1, on the
making of non-detriment findings, Parties and individual experts are invited to submit the following to the
German Scientific Authority by 15 May 2014:

9.

a)

Suggestions for stocks for testing of the guidelines at the workshop proposed for August 2014, in
Germany;

b)

Suggestions of experts to attend the workshop; and

c)

Any other comments on the draft guidelines or suggestions that they consider appropriate.

With regard to the management risk assessment outlined in AC27 Doc. 22.4, Parties are invited to:
a)

bring this document to the attention of their fisheries authorities;

b)

together with the material provided in AC26 Inf. 9 (Intrinsic vulnerability of harvested sharks), to
consider this method in the process of making non-detriment findings; and

c)

to provide feedback to the United Kingdom Government.

10. Noting the identification materials available to date, the value of for further such materials in relation to
shark fins and other shark products, including genetic techniques, is acknowledged, as is the merit for
Parties to identify and, where necessary, establish laboratories to assist in the identification of DNA
samples.
11. The Secretariat should ensure that all available guidance material relating to the identification of shark
species listed in the Appendices (e.g. iSharkFin) are made available promptly through the shark portal on
www.cites.org, including identification of fins and other shark products, and genetic testing protocols.
12. Parties are encouraged to undertake broad consultation concerning the implementation of the shark
listings, for example, with industries involved in the harvest, export or import of the listed species.
13. Parties are encouraged to involve both fisheries and CITES officials, and those of relevant Regional
Fisheries Management Bodies, wherever possible, in meetings, events and processes concerning
implementation of shark listings.
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14. The Secretariat should, in accordance with Res. Conf. 12.6 (Rev. CoP16), issue a notification similar to
Notification 2013/056 inviting Parties to submit new information on shark fishery management measures,
with particular emphasis on information pertaining to the implementation of the listings of sharks and rays
agreed at CITES CoP16, especially:
a)

available scientific data, such as stock assessment results;

b)

methodologies providing guidance for the making of non-detriment findings;

c)

challenges faced by Parties in implementing these listings;

d)

progress made to address such challenges;

e)

progress towards the adoption and implementation of National Plans of Action for Sharks, or other
new information on trade in sharks and related matters; and

f)

New legislation concerning the conservation and management of sharks and rays.

Such a notification should be issued in sufficient time to allow the information to be considered at the 28th
meeting of the Animals Committee. The Committee, should review the information received in response to
the notification – and any other relevant information available at that time - so that it can identify possible
gaps and priorities and, where appropriate, make specific recommendations.
15. The Animals Committee requests the Standing Committee, at its 65th meeting, to consider relevant
matters relating to the implementation of shark listings, including the following:
a)

New legislative issues that might arise in exporting, transit and consumer countries;

b)

Issues pertaining to chain of custody, including where in the trade chain it is considered essential to
be able to identify the products in trade;

c)

Issues pertaining to legality of acquisition and introduction from the sea;

d)

Existing catch documentation and product certification schemes that could assist in the
implementation of Appendix II shark listings; and

e)

The role of Regional Fisheries Management Organisations.

16. Both the Standing Committee and the Animals Committee should review the requirements that have been
developed for the trade in processed product types of Appendix II species such as crocodile skins, caviar
etc. and consider their applicability to shark products containing Appendix II species.
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