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CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES
OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA

Twenty-fourth meeting of the Animals Committee
Geneva, (Switzerland), 20-24 April 2009

Ranching

REVISION OF RESOLUTION CONF. 11.16 (REV. COP14)

This document has been prepared by the Secretariat.
Decision 14.53 directs the Secretariat, in consultation with the Animals Committee, to:

examine Resolution Conf. 11.16 (Rev. CoP14) (Ranching and trade in ranched specimens of
species transferred from Appendix | to Appendix Il) with a view to proposing revisions to the
Resolution to make its structure more logical, clarify certain recommendations, edit text and
reduce overlap between sections for consideration at the 715th meeting of the Conference of the
Parties.

This Decision arose from a review of global crocodile ranching programmes considered by the
Animals Committee at its 22nd meeting (Lima, July 2006 - see documents AC22 Doc. 12.2 and
AC22 Inf. 2), which resulted in document CoP14 Doc. 21 presented at the 14th meeting of the
Conference of the Parties (CoP14, The Hague, June 2007).

Some of the suggested changes to Resolution Conf. 11.16 which were mentioned by the Secretariat
in document CoP14 Doc. 21 have already been incorporated into the revised Resolution adopted at
CoP14. The most substantive remaining suggestion contained in document CoP14 Doc. 21 was to
transfer the parts of Resolution Conf. 11.16 (Rev. CoP14) concerned with proposals to transfer
populations from Appendix | to Appendix Il for ranching purposes to Resolution Conf. 9.24 (Rev.
CoP14) on Criteria for amendment of Appendices | and Il.

Although not mentioned at CoP14, the Secretariat observes that the suggestion mentioned in
paragraph 4 above brings into focus some fundamental questions about the use of ranching in
transferring species from Appendix | to Appendix Il. For species in demand for international trade,
proposals to transfer a species from Appendix | to Appendix Il need to inter alia comply with one of a
number of precautionary measures set out in Annex 4 of Resolution Conf. 9.24 (Rev. CoP14).
Broadly these can be either: management to assure implementation and compliance with the
Convention and appropriate enforcement controls [paragraph A. 2. b)]; an export quota based on
described management measures and effective enforcement controls [paragraph A. 2. c)l; or
compliance with the rules for ranching as set out in Resolution Conf. 11.16 (Rev. CoP14) or
Resolution Conf. 9.20 (Rev.) on Guidelines for evaluating marine turtle ranching proposals
submitted pursuant to Resolution Conf. 11.16 (Rev. CoP14) [paragraph A. 2. d)]. The conditions
required for the transfer of a species from Appendix | to Appendix Il for ranching, which are set out
in detail in the Annex to the present document, are much stricter than those required under
paragraph A. 2. b) or c) in Annex 4 to Resolution Conf. 9.24 (Rev. CoP14). Consequently, there
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would appear to be little reason or incentive for a Party to make a request to transfer a species from
Appendix | to Appendix Il for ranching purposes. Not surprisingly, at the three meetings of the
Conference of the Parties since these provisions have been in effect, only one proposal has been
submitted - that for the Cuban population of Crocodylus acutus at the 13th meeting (Bangkok,
October 2004), for transfer of ranched specimens from Appendix | to Appendix II.

Such a situation is perverse, because the requirements for ranching will ensure that any ranching
programme successfully used to transfer a species from Appendix | to Appendix Il will actually be
beneficial to the wild population through reintroduction or in other ways.

The Secretariat therefore suggests the following options:

a) to repeal (most parts of) Resolution Conf. 11.16 (Rev. CoP14) and Resolution Conf. 9.20 (Rev.)
as they are rendered purposeless by paragraphs A.2. b) and c) in Annex 4 of Resolution Conf.
9.24 (Rev. CoP14); or

b) to simplify the conditions for making an amendment proposal to revise the two ranching
Resolutions in order to bring them on a par with the provisions in paragraphs A. 2. b) and c) in
Annex 4 of Resolution Conf. 9.24 (Rev. CoP14), thereby removing any disincentive to follow
this approach.

If ranching as a management technique no longer has a role as a factor in judging proposals to
amend the Appendices, it nonetheless remains one of a large variety of production systems which
can be used to mitigate the impact of the use of species and ensure a satisfactory non-detriment
finding under Article IV of the Convention. Other examples of such production systems can be found
in document AC17 Doc. 14 (Rev. 1). The current document therefore needs to be considered in
conjunction with document AC24 Doc. 8.1.

The Secretariat appreciates that the above suggestions are rather more substantive than those that
may have been envisaged under Decision 14.53, but request the Committee’s opinion on them in
order to determine whether to propose revisions to the Resolution for consideration at the 15th
meeting of the Conference of the Parties.
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