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CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES 
OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA 

___________________ 

 

 

Seventy-eighth meeting of the Standing Committee 
Geneva (Switzerland), 3-8 February 2025 

Appendices of the Convention 

ANNOTATIONS 

1. This document has been submitted by the Secretariat as an addendum to document SC78 Doc. 76, after 
consultation with the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland as Chair of the working group on 
annotations. 

Background 

2.  In the document submitted by the working group on annotations, the working group has requested that the 
Secretariat revise Decision 16.162 (Rev CoP19) to remove completed directives and submit the revised 
Decision to CoP20. The Secretariat has therefore prepared the following draft decision based on the 
progress by the working group.  

 Directed to the Standing Committee 

 20.XX The Standing Committee shall, in close collaboration with the Plants Committee, recognizing that 
the Plants Committee is an important source of expertise and advice to Parties on such scientific 
and technical issues:  

  a) re-establish the working group on annotations, aiming to ensure balanced representation of 
importing and exporting Parties. The group shall include, but not be limited to, Members from 
the Standing Committee, Plants Committee, observer Parties, including representatives of 
CITES Management and Scientific Authorities, enforcement focal points, and industry 
representatives. The terms of reference for the working group shall include the following and 
may be expanded in response to other Decisions adopted by CoP20: 

i)  in close collaboration with ongoing efforts in the Plants Committee, continue reviewing the 
appropriateness and practical challenges resulting from the implementation of the 
annotations to the Appendices, including those related to tree species, particularly to 
assess the benefits of simplifying annotations #5, #6 and #17 or assessing the benefits of 
harmonizing annotations for species with the same genus, taking into account the 
guidance provided by Resolution Conf. 11.21 (Rev. CoP19) on Use of annotations in 
Appendices I and II; 

ii)  further consider Annotations #11 and #12 with regard to determining when extracts 
become ingredients in finished products and consult with range States to ensure that the 
annotations would continue to regulate the specimens/commodities they export under the 
original rationale for the species listing in line with the guidance provided in Resolution 
Conf. 11.21 (Rev. CoP19) on Use of annotations in Appendices I and II;  

iii) further consider Annotation #14 related to the agarwood producing taxa (Aquilaria spp. 
and Gyrinops spp.) in particular with regard to the implementation of paragraph e) 
“exhausted agarwood powder, including compressed powder in all shapes” and the 
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challenges related to the identification of exhausted agarwood powder by frontline 
enforcement officers; 

iv) develop or refine definitions of terms used in current annotations as appropriate, and 
submit them for adoption by the Conference of the Parties and subsequent inclusion in 
the Interpretation section of the Appendices; 

v)  conduct any work related to annotations directed to it by the Conference of the Parties, 
the Standing Committee or the Plants Committee; and 

vi)  prepare reports on progress made in addressing the issues tasked to it and submit them 
for consideration by the Standing Committee. 

  b)  report its conclusions and any recommendations to the 21st meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties.  

3.  The Standing Committee is invited to review and submit to the Conference of the Parties the draft decision 
in paragraph 2 above.  


