Testudo horsfieldii from Uzbekistan

1)Provide information and details on source codes for different specimens and
how individuals from different sources are differentiated;

According to the Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of
Uzbekistan No. 290 of October 20, 2014, “Regulations on the Procedure of Permit
Procedures in the Sphere of International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES)”, paragraph-18, source codes are defined as follows:

W - specimens taken from nature;

R - specimens originate from specialized wildlife breeding nurseries;

D - animals and plants included in Annex I, bred in captivity (artificially bred)
for commercial purposes, as well as their parts and derivatives, which are exported
in accordance with Article VII, paragraph 4 of the Convention;

A - artificially bred plants and parts and derivatives thereof (specimens of Annex
I species artificially bred for other than commercial purposes and specimens of
Annex II and III species);

C - captive-bred animals and their parts and derivatives (specimens of Annex I
species bred in captivity not for commercial purposes and specimens of Annex II
and III species);

F - the first generation of captive-born animals that do not fully meet the
definition of “captive-bred” and their parts and derivatives;

U - source of origin unknown;

I - confiscated or impounded specimens;

If the generation was derived from two mature individuals with source code W
that have recently been in the wild, or if only one of these individuals has been in
the wild, the source code for this kind of individual is F1 (first generation bred in
captivity).

(https://lex.uz/docs/2485767#:~:text=%D0%B1)%20%D0%B2%20%D0%B
1%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%BA%D0%B5%20%C2%ABSource%20/%20%D0%9
8%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%87%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%C2%BB
%3A) The document is available in Uzbek and Russian languages.

Animals bred in facilities (nursery) differ significantly from their wild species.
Under kennel conditions, animals grow much faster and have evident growth zones
that are not pigmented and remain light yellow. This is a natural marker
characteristic only for animals raised in a nursery, unlike wild species. Photo. 1.
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https://lex.uz/docs/2485767#:%7E:text=%D0%B1)%20%D0%B2%20%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%BA%D0%B5%20%C2%ABSource%20/%20%D0%98%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%87%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%C2%BB%3A
https://lex.uz/docs/2485767#:%7E:text=%D0%B1)%20%D0%B2%20%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%BA%D0%B5%20%C2%ABSource%20/%20%D0%98%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%87%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%C2%BB%3A
https://lex.uz/docs/2485767#:%7E:text=%D0%B1)%20%D0%B2%20%D0%B1%D0%BB%D0%BE%D0%BA%D0%B5%20%C2%ABSource%20/%20%D0%98%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%87%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%BA%C2%BB%3A

Photo 1.
A and B — are ranched (R) - 2 years old
C — 2 months;

D -11 years, E - 8 years, G - 2 years old. (Wild).

EVIDENCE ON THE ABILITY TO PRODUCE SUCH HIGH NUMBERS
OF SPECIMENS

Currently, there are 16 nurseries in Uzbekistan that are engaged in keeping
and breeding Testudo horsfieldii.

The total number of (sexually) mature species in these nurseries is 43,957
species. 74% of these are females Q@ the remaining 23% are males and & 3% of
which sex has not been determined.

Reproductive capacity of mature species is 1.8 - 2.3 heads per 1 female.

INFORMATION ON INITIAL STOCK, SUBSEQUENT INTRODUCTIONS
AND ANNUAL PRODUCTION

When forming and removing animals from the wild to create breeding stock,
nursery owners are committed to adhering to the principle of non-detriment to the
population and are guided by the following criteria:

* In areas designated for construction.

* Regions where land is being repurposed for agricultural needs.

 Confiscated turtles, whose return to the wild is challenging.



 Rearing of juvenile individuals.
* Removal of mature individuals, on a small scale, strictly based on
scientific grounds and with justification from the Scientific Authority.

Seizure of Testudo horsfieldii, mature
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Photo 6. Seizure of breeding stock (M) by year since 2017. (see Appendix No.l
to this report).

Since only 1-3% of juveniles survive in the wild, and we return 10% of the
removed species that reach 6 cm, making them less vulnerable to predators, the
location of tortoise removal is of little significance. The release takes place in areas
with few or no juvenile individuals, partly in regions where eggs or juveniles were
originally collected. Release sites are agreed upon with the Academy of Sciences
and monitored by the CITES Management Authority (Ministry of Ecology). The
survival rate of released juveniles is monitored for the first two years, ranging from
70% to 96%. In predator-heavy areas with accessible water, the survival rate drops
to 50%. Marking of released tortoises is unnecessary due to their noticeable
differences from wild individuals, which persist for over two years. The latest
introduction involved 1 332 (C) captive bred species, in 2019.

Breeding out Testudo horsfieldii in Uzbekistan:

R F1 C
2020 17100 26 446 6 000
2021 7125 47 198 2500
2022 106 081
2023 70 959

Or see the official CITES website:

https://cites.org/eng/resources/quotas/export quotas?field country target id=
179&field species target id=Testudo+horsfieldii&field specimens target id=&fi
eld date value%5Bmin%5D=2019-01-01&field date value%5Bmax%5D=2024-
12-31



https://cites.org/eng/resources/quotas/export_quotas?field_country_target_id=179&field_species_target_id=Testudo+horsfieldii&field_specimens_target_id=&field_date_value%5Bmin%5D=2019-01-01&field_date_value%5Bmax%5D=2024-12-31
https://cites.org/eng/resources/quotas/export_quotas?field_country_target_id=179&field_species_target_id=Testudo+horsfieldii&field_specimens_target_id=&field_date_value%5Bmin%5D=2019-01-01&field_date_value%5Bmax%5D=2024-12-31
https://cites.org/eng/resources/quotas/export_quotas?field_country_target_id=179&field_species_target_id=Testudo+horsfieldii&field_specimens_target_id=&field_date_value%5Bmin%5D=2019-01-01&field_date_value%5Bmax%5D=2024-12-31
https://cites.org/eng/resources/quotas/export_quotas?field_country_target_id=179&field_species_target_id=Testudo+horsfieldii&field_specimens_target_id=&field_date_value%5Bmin%5D=2019-01-01&field_date_value%5Bmax%5D=2024-12-31
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23 anpens 2011 roga B NpUCyTCTBMKM CTapwero cneywanucra Komureta oxpadsl Npupoabl
CamapkaHackoro sunosta [l. Pyanboesa, npeacrasvrenaid NocbmokoHTponsa MNockoMnpupoibl
P¥3 m 000 «3ookmnnekc* E. MNeperoHuesa v K. XanuMmod Geino Beinywexo 650 yepenawar,
BhIpalWeHHLIX W3 anl B 000 «300KoMNNeKC,

150 u4epenawart 6bIN0 BbiNYLWeEHO B OKpecTHOCTAX kMwnaka OxyH Hypabapnckoro paWoHa
CamapkaHACKOro BuMnoATa,

500  wuepenawat 6bIN0 BLINYWEHO B OKPECTHOCTAX BogoxpaHunua «Cobwpcai=»
HypabGaackoro paioHa CamapkaHAcKoro BUNOATA,

2011 Aun 23 anpenga CaMmapkadg BunoaTd TabuatHM Myxodasza kunuw Kymudtacu 6ol
myTaxaccuew [1.Py3nboes, fasbuoHaszopart xoawmu E,. MNeperoxues Ba «3ookomnnexcs MY
xoauMmMK K.XanuMoH MwTHpokMaa «3ookoMnnexkc» MYMHWHN TyxyMaaH Yetupunrad 650 goHa
1 8wnuk Towbakanapw Tabuatra Kyinub oGopunamn

CamapkaHa sunoath Hypoboa TyMadn OxyH KuWnofFn xyayauaa 150 goHa, Hypoboa TymMaHu
Cobupcoii cye ombBopu cyB kKupulura HucbataH VYHr kupkoru xyayaura 500 poda
Towbakanap Kyiud wbopunam,




PE-HHTPOAYVKUHS YEPEIHXH B [IPHPOAY
TOUWGAKAAAPHH TABHATIA "~

PEHHTPOAVKUHS KHAHW .

AxRusarcrull Buaosim, sann 2012  XKusszax suaosimu sai 2012 iuna

Tlero mas 2002 roga v Jaamuuckom pafone Dxusakckod ofnacty Pecnylnnxkn Yifexncray Guna npopesens Npupoaooxpasngs aKuHs
Mo pe-HHTPOIYENNH {BHOYCEY) CPCIHCATHATCKHY HCPCNax, BHPAMCHARX 03 g0l (no MmeToay paxsuara) 8 000 “I00KOMIIIEKC™.

B akuMH MpHHAMATH YI9ACTHE CNENWANHCT |-RaTeTopHA OTAEda KadacTpa W sonuTopanra Docowoxomrpons FockoMnpepoan PYs
B.O.Cyaapes, seaymnii cneapanpet nacnexnns buogontpona l#niakckoroe ofIacTHONO KOMHTETE N0 0xXpare nprpots K.C. Muxrioes,
cnenpanuet 2-gareropan H.Y KyaMaTon, Ravanuiik pailloHHOTO KOMNTETA 0XpadeE npEpoie Jaaspaceoro pafiona H.H. TomwGoes, npen-
crasprens 000 “I00KOMITIEKC" B H.Max, peaskrop oraena Dxusagckoro renepaanoranans A Kyamaros,

B ux npHcyTcTENH Ghl 0CYIMECTEACH BROYCK HA npupogy 2000 ycpenax B BOIPACTE OT QAHOID G0 TPEX NET B OEPECTHOCTAR KHULIAKOE
Bemxydn, Kopasoiop i Kapamcol, pacnonomenisx na reppuroprs KOH bewkyba 3aamunckoro paitona. Janni npomece BMi 3acHaT
HA BHAcoRaMepy JHHIMECKOTD TENCPIAHOKAHATR W HHPOPMBLHOHHOR CAYXOH XOKHMHEATL JIa0MHHCEOTD paioHa.

2002 Gimn 11 wai wynn Vofexwcron PecnySmuwacn Kussax swnoars Jomun tymamnta 000 “IOOKOMIIEKC” ga TyxymMaapian
ferupnaran (pagsper yeyan 6Fiuqa) ¥pra Ocné rowGaganapas penarpogyims (uuxapum) G¥iinua rabuaran Myxodasa Kroum aKumms-
CH AMANTA OIHPKILILA,

Ywéy akunnaa ¥abexucron PecnyGmeracn TafnaTes myxohasn xeanm efsurach Buouwazopat Gom GomKapMacH EAJACTD MOHHTOPHET
BYnumn |-Tondann MyTaxacucn Cyaapes Braansup Onerosus, Ausiax BHACATH TADRaTHH MyXodhasa KEIHII KVMATACH BHOHAIOPAT HH-
CHEKUMACH eTakyn MyTaxacenck Munrtoes KoGan Cynrankynosny, 2-tondiuan syraxacencn Kynmatos Hosmar ¥Ynaroeny, Josmun ryman
TaluarTHy Myxodala gunnm Gausn Gomanre TomGoee Hematiao HumorGoeeny, 000 "J00KOMITIEKC” o MaxcynoTnapHs Tailép-
nopan B H.IMak, Kassax renepasnokanain 0¥amm myapapn A KEIMaTOBIZ) HINTHPOK FTIARAAD,

YanapuuAr onauaa bBemsyios Kdbiira KAPALLTH Xyayanna xoiinamrad beweyin, Kopasmolop sa Kapurmcof spmnory gane saiigornapura
2000 [ HEEH MHHT] BOH ﬁup Snian ¥ Emraua 653_1rau Tolliﬁaxa.‘mplm TabHaT K?nuul'a Ksiﬁuﬁ wihopHanR. Y may wa paéHHu HmM3zax reng-
PLIHOKAHATH XAMAL JOMHE TYMaH XOEHMIHTH aXG0POT XHIMATH TOMONHIAH BHACOTACBHPIA OINEILH,
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INFORMATION ON WHAT MEASURES UZBEKISTAN IS TAKING TO
ENSURE THAT WILD SPECIMENS CANNOT BE LAUNDERED
THROUGH CAPTIVE-BREEDING FACILITIES AND EXPORTED AS
SPECIMENS REPORTED AS PRODUCED IN CAPTIVITY

In the Republic of Uzbekistan, there are 16 registered nurseries dedicated to
the breeding of Testudo horsfieldii. All these nurseries undergo regular inspections
conducted by the Ministry of ecology, environmental protection, and climate change
of the Republic of Uzbekistan. Each nursery submits annual reports to the Ministry,
detailing the number of breeding stock, the number of offspring produced, the
condition of the animals, and any other changes. All acquisitions of tortoises are
recorded both in the nurseries and with the Ministry. If necessary, records related to
the acquisition and breeding of animals are also checked during inspections.

At the end of each year, nursery owners or their representatives submit
applications to obtain an export quota. The CITES Management Authority, which
participates in inspections, ensures that the animals in the nurseries meet the criteria
established by the CITES Conference Resolutions. In particular, the quantity
requested for the export quota is checked, as well as the verification that the animals
were bred in captivity, the breeding stock was legally acquired, mating and egg-
laying occurred within the nursery, and incubation and rearing were conducted under
controlled conditions.

When submitting an application for nursery registration, a team of 2-3
inspectors visits the proposed nursery site to evaluate the facilities and equipment.
By the time of the application, the nursery, enclosures, shelving, and other conditions
must be prepared to accommodate land tortoises.

During inspections of nurseries, documents confirming the legitimacy of the
nursery and the legality of acquiring the breeding stock of Testudo horsfieldii are
thoroughly reviewed. Inspectors also examine (monitor) the enclosures and other
facilities used for housing the tortoises to ensure that the animals cannot escape and
that wild animals cannot enter the enclosures. Particular attention is paid to the
feeding regimen, living conditions, sanitary state, and the absence of injuries or
behavioral abnormalities in the animals.

Based on the results of the initial inspection (monitoring), an informative
report is prepared. This report is subsequently sent to the Academy of Sciences for
assessment and confirmation of the facility’s ability to breed and maintain Testudo
horsfieldii. If any deficiencies are identified, the scientific body provides
recommendations for their rectification in writing, based on scientifically
substantiated facts. Once the deficiencies have been addressed, the nursery owner or
their authorized representative submits a repeat application. A decision on the
registration of the nursery is then made during the standard procedure.

Obtaining a quota for the seizure of breeding stock (mature) from the
wild. If the Ministry of Ecology sets a quota for the seizure and issues permission to



seize breeding stock (mature), the Testudo horsfieldii species are registered both in
the nursery owners’ data and with the regulatory authority — the Ministry of Ecology.

Annually, the owners of nurseries submit reports on the number of breeding
stock (mature), the number of eggs, and the young tortoises hatched from those eggs.
During the inspection of the nursery, documents are checked to verify the legitimacy
of the nursery and the legality of acquiring the breeding stock. The enclosures and
all facilities for housing the Testudo horsfieldii are inspected to ensure that the exit
of tortoises from the enclosures is impossible, and that the penetration of wild
animals into the enclosures is also prevented. The feeding regimen, living
conditions, sanitary state, as well as the absence of injuries and abnormal behavior
are reviewed.

Agrionemys horsfieldii (also known as Testudo horsfieldii), unlike closely related
species such as Testudo graeca and Testudo hermanii, has a unique characteristic.
When bred in nurseries, the growth zones remain light yellow for an extended
period, regardless of external conditions. These growth zones are used to track the
growth rate of tortoises in nurseries and serve as a natural marker (identifier),
allowing easy differentiation between captive-bred tortoises and wild individuals.

All nurseries undergo annual inspections during key periods of the tortoises'
biological cycle, such as mating, egg laying, incubation, hatching, and growth.
- = . . - -

Photo 2. Mating in the nursery



Characteristic differences between nursery-bred and wild specimens of the
Central Asian tortoise:

Photo 3. Bred in the nursery

Photo 4. Wild species



HOW TO DIFFER WILD HORSFIELD TORTOISES
Agrionemys (Testudo) horsfieldii
FROM THOSE BRED AND REARED IN CAPTIVITY?

Prepared by PEREGONTSEY Evgeniy A. and SOROCHINSKIY Georgiy Y.

Lately in Great Britain and some other couniries of EC is observed significant import of land tortoises,
the large quantity of which are Horsfield tortoise Agrionemys (Testudo) horsfieldii. The main amount of
tortoises is imported legally but ilegal import of tortoises also takes place. More often, the contraband

torioises are imported from Central Asian countries via Ukraine and countries of Eastern Europe.

In connaction with the ban of the CITES European Commission for import of wild tortolses in the EC

countries, the number of nurseries and farms on breading and rearing tortoises in captivity began to
develop actively with tha aim of further export and trade. However, nol all nursernes and ranching farms
fulfil their obligations on breading tortoises conscientiously. There are cases when instead of lortoises

bred in caplivity are exported wild specimens. Besides, some exporters in EC countries use the I

A o e g A b i O v e

documents obtained for import of ranched tortoises to legalize the contraband shipments of wild
tortoises.
Such situation is negative in many aspects:
- illegal import of animals is a negative phenomenon in itself;
- possible undermining of wild populations;
- the cheaper price on wild lortoises is a negative stimulus for real breeders and have a negative
effecton the programs on breeding tortoises in captivity.

AR LD AR AL & PR LD WD ADRE

The company “Zeocomplex”, having one of the main aclivity the breeding of lortoises by
ranching (incubation of eggs taken from wild females and rearing the young tortoises up to
certain dimensions) is also troubled by this situation, Taking into account our own many years
experience on breeding and rearing Horfield tortoises, we'd like o propose how one can differ
bred tortoises from the wild ones at the young age (since adult tortoises bred in caplivity for a
long time are available at present in a small number, and it is also scarcely probable, that the
nursenes should trade their mature total number and adult tortoises).

According to EC CITES requirements the torioises imported in EC countries must be no less
t h a n

B0 mm in length.

COMCLUSION
THE TORTOISE BRED IN CAPTIVITY IS MUCH
LARGER THAN THE WILD OMNE.

- THE WILD TORTOISE HAS MORE NARROW ANNUAL
RINGS, LE.

- THE LIGHT ZOME OF GROWTH IN WILD TORTOISES
IS MUCH MORE NARROW THAT IN TORTOISES
BRED IN CAPTIVITY OF THE SAME SIZE.

- THE BRED TORTOISE HAS NO SHABBY SHELL AND
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In 2003, Uzbekistan raised concerns about the increasing cases of wild
tortoises being substituted with those bred in captivity. This issue was addressed in
a report presented at the World Congress on Steppe Tortoises. The core problem
highlighted was the necessity for nurseries to adhere strictly to regulations in order
to prevent such fraudulent practices, which could undermine conservation efforts
and contribute to the illegal trade of wild species. The report emphasized the
importance of maintaining reliable monitoring systems and conducting regular
inspections to ensure the authenticity of captive-bred animals.

For each nursery, information is gathered and stored both in digital and
traditional formats:

Availability of cattery registration

Legality of purchased breeding stock

Availability of documents for additional breeding stock

Composition of breeding stock and sex ratio

Number of eggs obtained from registered breeding stock over specific

periods

Mortality of hatchlings or infertile eggs

Export application specifying the number of tortoises

8. Annual report including information on all animals, their number, age, and
condition

9. Acts of inspections carried out by ministry officials

10.Video and photo reports sent by the nursery
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The Ministry of Ecology, Environmental Protection, and Climate Change of the
Republic of Uzbekistan regularly conducts and participates in seminars and training
sessions with representatives from customs and law enforcement agencies, special
services, the Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Uzbekistan, as well as
interested environmental NGOs. These sessions focus on preventing illegal wildlife
trade, particularly concerning species included in CITES lists and the Red Book of
the Republic of Uzbekistan. Additionally, representatives from Central Asian
countries, such as Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan, as well as neighboring
countries, actively participate in these events to foster cooperation on nature
conservation issues and combat poaching and illegal wildlife trade.

1) “Import and export of animals and plants and their parts and their
protection” with the participation of the Customs Committee, the Customs
Academy, the Ministry of Ecology and the Academy of Sciences and the NGO
“ECOMAKTAB?” (trans. ECOSCHOOQOL)

(https://t.me/customschannel/29302)



https://t.me/customschannel/29302

The international meeting «Combating Illegal Wildlife Trade» for law
enforcement officials from Central Asian countries aims to strengthen efforts against
wildlife trafficking. It supports the region's law enforcement by sharing expertise
and addressing gaps in legislation. The project targets reducing illegal trafficking of
wildlife and their parts, improving capacity building, and enhancing cross-border
collaboration. This initiative is part of a five-year program launched in 2021
involving Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan to tackle wildlife
crime and bolster regional security.

(https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18VGd44m8wpYn6 _hHY6SNmdTx
kSeKFyBK?usp=sharing)

3) An international practical seminar on “Advanced training of service dogs
for prevention of wildlife crime” was organized at the National Cynological Center
for cynologists of customs services in cooperation with Fauna & Flora International
and TRAFFIC. The seminar was attended by staff of the Customs Committee,
international environmental organizations, representatives of the canine services of
Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan and other interested officials.

s


https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18VGd44m8wpYn6_hHY6SNmdTxkSeKFyBK?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/18VGd44m8wpYn6_hHY6SNmdTxkSeKFyBK?usp=sharing

e Source (https://t.me/customschannel/40209).Available in uzbek language.
e Gallery (https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1 E3y211GPkiGGUjYD2gHs
BSaKyc2VQ22i?usp=drive link)

Information on whether they intend to move all trade to captive breeding in
the future.

The CITES Management Authority of Uzbekistan hopes to eliminate the
seizure of wild tortoises. There is an intention to increase the number of ranching,
captive bred and farmed species, with subsequent introduction of 10% into habitats
annually.

15. Testudo horsfieldii / Uzbekistan
Short-term Actions:

i. Establish an annual zero export quota for sources codes W and R within
90 days for Testudo horsfieldii and communicate the quota to the Secretariat.

Zero export quota for sources codes W and R will be established.

ii. No exports should occur until the quota has been published on the
Secretariat’s website.

No exports will occur until quota is published.

iii. Before making any increases to this quota, the planned changes should
be communicated by the range State to the Secretariat and Chair of the
Animals Committee along with a justification of how the change is conservative,
based on estimates of sustainable off-take that make use of available scientific
information, for their agreement.

Any change to the quota will be communicated with Secretariat and Chair.
iv. Clarify why there were high levels of exports of wild sourced
specimens reported in 2020 and 2021 (years in which harvest from the wild was

reported to have stopped)

Exports in 2020 of 14,458 are the balance of previous quotas. As for the 109
wild tortoises exported in 2021, this is the remainder of the export quota for 2020.


https://t.me/customschannel/40209
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1E3y2I1GPkiGGUjYD2qHsBSqKyc2VQ22i?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1E3y2I1GPkiGGUjYD2qHsBSqKyc2VQ22i?usp=drive_link

