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CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES 
OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA 

___________________ 

 

 

Nineteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
Panama City (Republic of Panama), 14 - 25 November 2022 

Species specific matters 

Maintenance of the Appendices 

Standard nomenclature 

STANDARD NOMENCLATURE FOR DIPTERYX SPP.  

1.  This document has been submitted by the European Union and its Member States* 

Background 

2.  In CoP19 Prop. 48 it is proposed to amend CITES App. II to include the genus Dipteryx. Dipteryx 
encompasses 14 species of large, canopy emergent, slow growing trees, distributed across Central and 
South America. The genus is targeted for its valuable hardwood timber, as well as its seeds, known as tonka 
beans, which are in demand internationally for use in the fragrance and food industries. 

3.  There is considerable taxonomic uncertainty regarding the genus Dipteryx. CoP19 Prop. 48 follows the 
nomenclature outlined in Carvalho et al. (2020), which recognises 14 species: 

D. alata Vogel (1837) 
D. casiquiarensis (Pittier) G.P. Lewis & Gasson (2000) 
D. charapilla (J. F. Macbr.) Ducke (1948) 
D. ferrea (Ducke) Ducke (1940) 
D. lacunifera Ducke (1948) 
D. magnifica (Ducke) Ducke (1940) 
D. micrantha Harms (1926) 
D. odorata (Aubl.) Forsyth f. (1794) 
D. oleifera Benth. (1850) 
D. polyphylla Huber (1913) 
D. punctata (S.F.Blake) Amshoff (1939) 
D. rosea Spruce ex Benth. (1860) 
D. tetraphylla Benth. (1860) and  
D. trifoliolata (Ducke) Ducke (1940). 

 
 However, Royal Botanic Gardens Kew’s Plants of the World Online database does not recognise 

D. casiquiarensis or D. trifoliolata, and Botanic Gardens Conservation International’s GlobalTreeSearch 
database does not recognise D. casiquiarensis, D. ferrea, D. tetraphylla or D. trifoliolata. In 2021, Carvalho 
et al. (2021) additionally published a proposal to rename D. oleifera under its synonym “Coumarouna 
panamensis (D. panamensis)”, on the basis that C. panamensis and D. panamensis are more well-
established names for the species, and have been used in numerous national and regional floras, 
government publications and long-term ecological and socioeconomic studies. A new systematic revision of 
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the genus Dipteryx is currently underway, based on morphological and molecular data; this review will 
reportedly consider D. trifoliolata to be a synonym of D. punctata. 

4.  If the proposal to include the genus Dipteryx in CITES Appendix II is adopted, the above-mentioned 
nomenclatural discrepancies and ambiguities create the potential for confusion or misinterpretation among 
Parties in the context of implementation and enforcement of trade controls for Dipteryx under CITES. In 
order to address such issues, and with regard to Res. Conf. 12.11 (Rev. CoP18) on Standard Nomenclature, 
it is considered that a CITES standard nomenclatural reference for Dipteryx spp. would become necessary. 
Carvalho et al. (2020) is suggested to be the most suitable current candidate for this. 

Recommendations 

5. Should CoP19 Prop. 48 on the inclusion of the genus Dipteryx in Appendix II be adopted by CoP19, it is 
recommended that the Conference of the Parties takes note of the nomenclatural ambiguities for the genus 
outlined above and directs the Plants Committee to provide advice on the possible amendment of the Annex 
to Res. Conf. 12.11 (Rev. CoP18) by proposing a standard reference for the genus. The following draft 
decisions are proposed for consideration and adoption by the Conference of the Parties: 

 Directed to the Plants Committee 

 The Plants Committee, with support of the Secretariat, shall:  

 19.AA a) Consider and evaluate the nomenclatural issues related to Dipteryx spp., and, if considered 
appropriate, propose a standard nomenclatural reference for amendment of the Annex to Res. 
Conf. 12.11 (Rev. CoP18) on Standard Nomenclature. 

   b) Formulate recommendations to the 20th meeting of the Conference of the Parties.  
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Annex 

TENTATIVE BUDGET AND SOURCE OF FUNDING  
FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS OR DECISIONS 

According to Resolution Conf. 4.6 (Rev. CoP18) on Submission of draft resolutions, draft decisions and other 
documents for meetings of the Conference of the Parties, the Conference of the Parties decided that any draft 
resolutions or decisions submitted for consideration at a meeting of the Conference of the Parties that have 
budgetary and workload implications for the Secretariat or permanent committees must contain or be 
accompanied by a budget for the work involved and an indication of the source of funding. The Secretariat 
proposes the following tentative budget and source of funding. 

 


