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• Silent Forest was an organization wide conservation campaign 2017-2019
• Based on a decade of work on the Asian Songbird Crisis
• Helped put songbird conservation issues on “the map”
• Fundraised and developed in-region projects 
• Still active as “conservation action alliance”

www.silentforest.eu
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Species delisted by Ghana in 2007

Order Number of bird species in CITES

Appendix III delisted in 
2007 by Ghana

Listed in Appendixes I, 
II, & III in 2021

Passeriformes 71 85
Columbiformes 17 7
Anseriformes 12 18
Pelecaniformes 7 7
Musophagiformes 3 14
Ciconiiformes 2 4
Galliformes 1 49
Psittaciformes 1 353

2 Passeriformes families: 
Fringillidae & Ploceidae

Delisting of 114 bird
species by Ghana in 2007
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EU Import Ban on Wild Birds

October 2005

All wild birds for
commercial purposes

EU biggest importer
of wild birds
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Global trade drop & EU ban

Reino et al. 2017 EU ban

CITES Trade 
Database
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Delisted species in the global wild bird trade

70%
2,273,100 individuals

Non-delisted songbird numbers exceeded pre-ban levels by 2010
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Comparing orders: Songbirds & Parrots

Year
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Where did all those birds go? 

39 843 individuals

74 %
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Which species are traded?

Crithagra mozambica

Uraeginthus bengalus

Estrilda
troglodytes

396 364 individuals

243 017 individuals

189 421 
individuals

82 914 individuals

68 358 individuals

No records
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Where did the birds come from?

0.6%
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What does this mean?

Need to use 
complimentary 
databases

Delisting amplified 
drop in global bird 
trade

Continued trade of 
West African birds

App III effective for 
trade regulation & 
monitoring



An investigation of the illegal trade 
of wild songbirds in the EU
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EU Import Ban on Wild Birds

Implemented in 2005
Permanent since 2007

All wild birds for
commercial purposes
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Songbirds & Illegal bird trade in the EU 

93* species CITES listed 1041 species
Internationally traded

127 species
EU Wildlife Trade Regulations

Knowledge gap on EU trade
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Methods

Wild 
sales EU

after 
2006

EU 
captive 

breeding

Social Media

Literature

Databases

Data Sources

Data Used

Market
surveys
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Results

911 species
with wild-caught

sales

67 songbird
families (48.6 %)

6559 spp.
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Wild-caught songbirds traded in EU
Results

38 spp. in EU WTR

22 spp. in CITES Origin of 911 species with suspected wild source in the EU
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Captive breeding of songbirds in the EU 
Results

552 spp. Also 
have evidense of
captive breeding

Of 907 spp. 
with wild-caught
origin suspected

Only 72 spp. 
exclusively

captive-bred

Higher demand Cheaper Attractiveness
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Illegal trade in Songbirds
Discussion

Better enforcement
needed

Undocumented trade in 
songbirds

Demand in EU may contribute
to species declines

Filling loopholes in legislation

In-depth analyses needed
Opportunistic data

collection

LIMITATIONS

Demand reduction education
& awareness raising
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