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40% population decline since 1980 in Germany
= 2023 in Germany alone 6-9 mio. starlings

This image represent approximately 1800 starlings
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The Evidence



CoP18 (Geneva, 2019) Doc.CoP18.79  & 
Decision, 18.256 on Songbird trade and 
conservation management. 
Collect information on:

• Songbird conservation priorities
• Species management 
• Enforcement needs related to the 

trade (TRAFFIC & UNDOC)

5

Decisions 18.256 to 18.259 on Songbird trade and conservation management (CITES 2020b) were adopted. In 
Decision 18.256, the Secretariat was directed to: 1) commission a preliminary study on the scale and scope of 
international songbird trade; 2) consult with appropriate technical experts in the preparation of documents on the 
conservation, trade, management, enforcement, and regulatory priorities of songbird taxa in a workshop; and 3) 
make the results of the study and workshop, together with recommendations, available to the Animals Committee 
for consideration. Decision 18.257 directs the Animals Committee to review results of the workshop and report 
referred to in the previous decision (18.256) together with Document 79 (CITES 2019). Decision 18.258 directs the 
Standing Committee to consider the recommendations from the Animals Committee to make its own 
recommendations for the 19th meeting of the Conference of the Parties. Decision 18.259 referred to funding 
support for the development of the study and workshop. 
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Conservation Science Alliance
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Songbirds Species Knowledge Index Initiative
with the aim to support CoP Decision 18.256

Conservation 
Science 
Alliance

+

+
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Additionally adding layers of information on migration, husbandry, trade 
volumes, geographical scope of trade, seizure, legislation

Conservation Science Alliance



Demographic
Species Knowledge Index
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Conservation Science Alliance

International Songbird Trade



Ex Situ Management
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Conservation Science Alliance



• CITES Appendices I, II and 
III (3, 27, and 2 species 
respectively)

• Trade Database (SiTDB) as 
internationally traded 
between 2006 - August 
2020 (986 species). 

• 7 species that are listed 
by IUCN as threatened by 
international trade
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International Songbird Trade

Conservation Science Alliance



Open access Songbirds in Trade Database (SiTDB) version 9.5

Monitor Songbird Trade Research
https://mcrsociety.org/programmes/songbirds/

https://www.sitdb.org/

https://www.sitdb.org/

https://mcrsociety.org/programmes/songbirds/
https://www.sitdb.org/
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Songbirds in Trade Database (SiTDB)



Songbirds in Trade Database (SiTDB)
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Wild origin in EU 2006-2020
= 907 species



Identifying priority species

998
Not in CITES

1041
International Trade

~6659  songbirds



Geographical scope of priority species



Ex-situ as
insurance & 

captive breeding
indicator



The product
= 162 pages

Main CITES information paper +        Annex 1 Data paper (open access)        +      Annex 2 Supportive information esseys
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Intended as a CITES 
Information document

Informing Red Listing Process 

Informing priorities for zoos and 
conservation programmes

Informing research and recommendation for action
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Conservation Science Alliance

https://conservation.species360.org/programs
/species-knowledge-index/songbird-species-
knowledge-initiative/
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