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Fifteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties
Doha (Qatar), 13-25 March 2010

Sheraton Doha Resort & Convention Hotel
Al Corniche Street
Doha, Qatar

Procedures for media accreditation

Only bona fide representatives of mainstream media - print and online media, photo, radio,
television, film and new agencies — will be accredited to cover this meeting. To avoid delays
upon arrival at the meeting, please submit by 15 February 2010 the Media accreditation form,
together with a letter of assignment from your editor or bureau chief, a photocopy of your
valid professional press card, and a front facing, passport sized, color photograph to:

CITES Secretariat, Press Service
International Environment House, Geneva
11-13, chemin des Anémones, CH-1219 Chéatelaine, Switzerland
Telephone: +41 (22) 917 81 56/19 / Fax number: +41 (22) 797 34 17
juan.vasquez@cites.org (Press Officer); virginia.rothenbuhler@cites.org

The Secretariat has posted a Media accreditation form on the CITES website
http://www.cites.org/eng/news/meetings/cop15/index.shtml. Media representatives are
encouraged to register as soon as possible.

Our accreditation procedures should be read in conjunction with UN-DPI policy for media
accreditation http://www.un.org/media/accreditation/form/myform.asp. Please note that
under UN policy, media accreditation is not accorded to the information outlets of non-
governmental organizations, no double accreditation is allowed (e.g. as both press and
delegate, or as both press and NGO).

In Doha, press passes can be picked up at the media accreditation counter upon presentation
of an identification (passport, official national press pass, driver's license, etc.) or of a photo
press pass from any United Nations Centre.

For press releases and other information on the meeting, please contact the Press Service of
the CITES Secretariat at the above coordinates or visit the CITES website.

International Environment House * CITES Secretariat, Press Service * Ch. des Anémones ¢« CH-1219 Chatelaine, Geneva
Tel: +41 (22) 917 81 56/19 « Fax: +41 (22) 797 34 17
Email : juan.vasquez@cites.org; virginia.rothenbuhler@cites.org * Web: http://www.cites.org



CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES %‘"j
= OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA

Fifteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties
Doha (Qatar), 13-25 March 2010

Sheraton Doha Resort & Convention Hotel
Al Corniche Street
Doha, Qatar

Media accreditation form
Please fill in this form and return it no later than 15 February 2010 to the address below

(Please type or use block capitals)

| am a journalist and | plan to cover the meeting

Q Mr Q Ms

Family name

First name

Job title

Nationality/
Passport number

Permanent office | (if different from your organization’s headquarters)
address

Telephone

Fax

Email

Contact address during
the event and mobile
phone number

Media | (name of publication, press agency, radio or TV station)

Headquarters’ mailing

address
Category | O Daily newspaper O News agency
QO Weekly publication O Online media
Q TV station O Photo
O Radio station O Scientific/wildlife press
Position | 1 Cameraman O Editor O Photographer
0 Correspondent 0 Reporter O Technician
| will be attending on the
following date(s)
Date: Signature:
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John Scanlon

Scanlon
named
new chief
of CITES

ahn Seanlon, a top adviser at

the United Mations Environ-

ment Programme (UNEP),

been named as the new sec-
retary-general of the Convention
on International Trade in Endan-
gered Species of Wild Flora and
Fauna (CITES).

Scanlon, selected after a glo-
bal search and selection process
yielding close to 200 applicants,
will assume his new position in
May this year when Willem Wi-
jnstelers, secretary general since
1999, retires.

CITES is an international
agreement  between  govern-
ments that was adopted in 1973
in order to ensure that interna-
tional trade of wild animals and
plans does not threaten their
survival.

The 15th Conference of the
Parties of CITES, which began
in Doha on Saturday, is on until
March 25.

With some 175 Parties, the
Convention is one of the world's
most important agreements on
species conservation and the
sustainable use of wildlife,

Ower 42 proposals are on the
table, reflecting growing inter-
national concern about the ac-
celerating destruction of the
world's marine and forest eco-
systems through overfishing and
excessive logging, and the po-
tential impacts of climate change
on the biological resources of the
planet.

A growing number of com-
mercially exploited fish have
come under CITES controls in

‘recent years, For instance, bask-

ing and whale sharks were in-
cluded in Appendix IT in Iﬂm
the great white shark and the
humphead wrasse in 2004, and
the European eel and u fishes
in 2007 |

2010 marks the International
Year of Biodiversity and the role
of CITES in regulating the global
trade in plant and animal species
is widely regarded as central to
promoting the dual objectives of
conservation and sustainable use,

An Australian national, Scan-
lon joined the UNEP in 2007 as
the prinecipal advisor on policy
and programme to executive di-
rector Achim Steiner, in which
capacity he also led the UNEP
internal reform team.

A lawyer by training, he has
had along and distinguished ca-
reer in environmental law, policy
and management at national and
international levels.

Among other roles, he was
Australia’s first independent
Commissioner on the Mur-
ray Darling Basin Commission,
he held the position of Strate-
gic Advisor to the World Com-
mission on Dams in Cape Town
(South Africa), and headed the
Environmental Law Programme
(Bonn, Germany) at the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN).
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John Scanlon is new Secretary-General of GITES

DOHA: John Scanlon, a top
advisor at the United Nations
Environment Programme
(UNEP), is the new Secretary-

in the fields of environmental law,
international policy and govern-
ance. His extensive management
experience in public institutions

General of the Convention and the strategic role he played
on International Trade in in UNEPs recent reform pro-
Endangered Species of Wild Flora  gramme make him an outstanding
and Fauna (CITES). candidate for leading the CITES

Scanlon was selected after n  Secretariat at this critical junc-
global search and selection proe-  ture when the efficacy of environ-

ess yielding close to 200 applicants
and will assume his new position
in May 2010,

Scanlon, an Australian
national, joined the United
MNations Environment Programme
(UNEF) in 2007 as the Principal

mental governance instruments is
under seruting.”

Scanlon succeeds Willem
Wijnstelkers who served the
CITES Convention as Secretary-
General since 1999 and will retire
on 1st May 2010.

Pty

Adwvizor on Policy and Programme

to Hxecutive Director
Achim Steiner, in which
capacity he also led the
UNEP internal reform
team.

A lawyer by training,
he has had a long and
distinguished career
in environmental law,
peolicy and management
at national and interna-
tional levels.

Among other roles, he
was Australia’s first inde-
pendent Commissioner
on the Murray Darling
Basin Commission, he
held the position of
Strategic Advisor to
the World Commission
on Dams in Cape Town
(South Africa), and
headed the Environmental
Law Programme (Bonn,
Germany) at the
International Union for
Conservation of Nature
(TUCN),

He also served as
Chief Executive of
the Department of
Environment, Heritage
and Aboriginal Affairs in
South Australia and held
several senior roles in New
South Wales including as
Deputy Director-General
of the Department of
Infrastructure, Planning
and Natural Resources,

Announcing the deei-
sion here on the opening
gesgion of the CITES' 15th
summit here on Saturday,
Achim Steiner, UN
Under-Secretary-General
and Executive Director of
UNEP, said: “John Seanlon
iz a highly qualified and
accomplished professional

John Scanlon

THE PENINSULA

Scanlon named new chief of CITE

John Scanlon, a top =
adviser at the United '
MNations Environment

Programme (UNEP), has
been named as the new
secretary-general of the
Convention on
International Trade in
Endangered Species of
Wild Flora and Fauna
(CITES).

Scanlon, selected after a
global search and
selection process yielding
close to 200 applicants, will assume his new position in May this year when
Willem Wijnstekers, secretary general since 1999, retires.

CITES is an international agreement between governments that was adopted
in 1973 in order to ensure that international trade of wild animals and plans
does not threaten their survival.

The 15th Conference of the Parties of CITES, which began in Doha on
Saturday, is on until March 25.

With some 175 Parties, the Convention is one of the world's most important
agreements on species conservation and the sustainable use of wildlife,
Over 42 proposals are on the table, reflecting growing international concem
about the accelerating destruction of the world's marine and forest
ecosystems through overfishing and excessive logging, and the potential
impacts of climate change on the biological resources of the planet.

A growing number of commercially exploited fish have come under CITES
controls in recent years. For instance, basking and whale sharks were
included in Appendix Il in 2002, the great white shark and the humphead
wrasse in 2004, and the European eel and sawfishes in 2007.

2010 marks the International Year of Biodiversity and the role of CITES in
regulating the global trade in plant and animal species is widely regarded as
central to promoting the dual objectives of conservation and sustainable use.
An Australian national, Scanlon joined the UNEP in 2007 as the principal
advisor on policy and programme to executive director Achim Steiner, in
which capacity he also led the UNEP internal reform team.

A lawyer by training, he has had a long and distinguished career in
It—;m.u'Ilrl:mmt.aa'ltau law, policy and management at national and international
evels.

Among other roles, he was Australia's first independent Commissioner on the
Murray Darling Basin Commission, he held the position of Strategic Advisor
to the World Commission on Dams in Cape Town (South Africa), and headed
the Environmental Law Programme (Bonn, Germany) at the International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

John Scanlon

Gulf Times




Making a

world of

difference

LIZ WALSH

TWO South Australians have been
appointed to top positions in the
nited Nations,

But while their battles amf:'lm::

- one will be fighting for fair wnrﬁ::;
conditions across the and the
other for survival endangared
species - thelr goals are identical: to
make the world a beiter place.

Dean of Law at Adelaide Univorsity,
Professor Rosemaory Owens, has been
appointed to the Committes of Experts
for: the TN International Labour Organ-
isation (TLOY. Former chief executive of
SA's Environment Departinent, John
Scanton, is the new Socretary-General
of the UN's Convention on Internation
ol Trade in Endangered fes of Wild
Flora and Fama (C ).

Prof Owens, only the second Austra-
lian selected for the committee of 20
experts, sald her appointment meant
she would be pat of o group hel
deliver decent worklng conditions

fundamental freedoms to millions of
people around the world.

“Somatimes In countries like Austra:
lia, people think that doesnt mean
nmuch, because they think we have
dnunlﬂvhnfﬂnﬂiliumyanem”r."sm-
said. “But it means a huge amount.”

Prof Owens will meet with the other
experis ance a yoear for three weeks in
Geneva, whore they wil scour the
globe ensuring countries — including
Australia - are adhering to the comven:
ticns of “decent work™.

Prof Owons sald the 1.0 targeted
child labour, forced labour, hirman
trafficking, female ﬁ:alitr and froe-
dom of association. ™) budfmn}sm‘e
what's happening in the vest of the
globe anymare,” she sajd,

Moanwhile, Mr Scanlon starts his
new role as Secretary-General of
CITES, based In Genewva, tomorrow.

He will head the convention, respon-
sible for ensuring international trade
in species not e )
He zaid CITES's role was topical for

SAME GOALS: South Australians John Scanlon ( Picture: Simen Cross) and,

Inset, Rosemary Owens have been appointed to top UN posts.

South Australinns becanse of the re
cent debate surrounding the over-
fishing of southern bluefin hma.

“World trade has incrensed by more
that 30 times sinoe 1950, twade in fish
ani fisheries products has increased by
over 50 per cent sinee the carly 1990s;
workd anu]nnun is estimated to reach
riine billlon by 2050, and we are seeing
changing consumption habits as pros
pority increnses. CITES is needed more
than ever today.”

For the past three yems Mr Scanlon

has been based in Kenya as a top-level
adviser at the UN's Enviroamoent Pro-
gran. He said winning the rolo was the
realisation of a lifelong dream.

“I'vr always had the dream of work-
ing internationally, and have been at-
tracted to what the Unifed Nations
stands for,” he said. A litte over 16
years ago now, I decldod to do what 1
could to realise this dream.

"It involved some risk, as change
always does, but it was the best thing
I wver did.”




Global approach now favored for marine conservation Page 1 of 3

@he Washington Post

Thinking globally to save riches of the sea

International efforts called key to halting overfishing, exploitation

By Juliet Eilperin
Washington Post Staff Writer
Sunday, November 29, 2009

Given the price a single bluefin tuna can fetch -- one sold for a record
$173,600 a few years ago at Tokyo's Tsukiji market -- it's not surprising
that the rich, buttery fish is a prized catch. Or that it has prompted a
feeding frenzy among international traders.

The money at stake for such things as fish for sushi, the red coral
fashioned into jewelry for Italian stores and the shark-fin soup served at
Chinese banquets has turned the oceans into a wholesale market -- and
prompted new concerns about conserving their resources.

ab

1418 o
A group of nations, including the United States, recently announced a
move to add a record number of commercial marine species to the ik alier Stevern und
international endangered list, putting them fin by tusk with such iconic Pt
land species as rhinos and elephants.

The move reflects both a new global emphasis on ocean conservation

: : ) e
and a major failure b:-{ the world's fishery managers, w_hﬂ h_avel: been =jetzt bucheny
charged with overseeing how we use the ocean. But with significant

financial interests at stake, these new efforts are encountering resistance. Vﬂ"k:l"]ﬁ:ﬂ“ﬁﬂ“ bis

"We need to use the arrows in our quiver so we can address the threats
that are out there," said Tom Strickland, who as head of the Fish and
Wildlife Service will lead the U.S. delegation to the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) in March. "No one as'ss

country, even if it takes aggressive action, can make a dent in the KLM =
problem unless there's international cooperation.” Reisen, die [nspiriersn

It's easier to protect a species with less commercial value than one that
fetches as high a price as the bluefin tuna. Tuna vendors at Tsukiji account for 40 percent of the
market's stalls.

"Most people actually like to eat bluefin tuna, and don't like to eat whales," said Andrew Rosenberg,
professor of natural resources and the environment at the University of New Hampshire.

The convention -- the world's primary mechanism for protecting species endangered through trade --
has restricted the trading of a few marketable marine species in the past, including the European eel
and seahorses. But when 175 countries convene in Doha, Qatar, they will consider a list that includes
eight shark species, 26 kinds of precious red and pink corals, bluefin tuna and the polar bear, a
marine mammal,

"You'll see some very heated and engaged debate, because people know CITES makes a difference,”
said David Morgan, the convention's chief scientist.

Courtney Sakai, senior campaign director at the advocacy group Oceana, said the petitions to include
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those marine species reflect a radical shift in the way they are viewed. "Shark fins are today's ivory
tusks," Sakai said. "Like elephants, the world is realizing that sharks are more valuable alive than
dead."

No one questions that these species are in trouble. Over the past 40 years, the adult population of
eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna has declined 72 percent and the same segment of the
western Atlantic stock has dropped 82 percent -- all while being governed by the International
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), which sets catch quotas for the fish
and is supposed to curtail illegal fishing. The number of great, smooth and scalloped hammerhead
sharks has dropped roughly 70 percent in the northwest Atlantic since 1981.

Jane Lubchenco, who heads the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, which governs
marine species in U.S. waters, said international and domestic regulators have not curbed
overexploitation of the sea: "The traditional ways of dealing with the oceans, whether they're
commercial species or not, have not been effective.”

So conservationists such as Carl Safina, who heads the Blue Ocean Institute and first pressed for
international protections for Atlantic bluefin in 1991, have turned to CITES "as a way of filling that
vacuum,” Sue Lieberman, director of international policy at the Pew Environment Group, said listing
these species would force exporting countries to "do some science to determine what's sustainable.”

The United States was going to support a proposed ban on the trade of bluefin tuna, then decided to
give tuna's governing body one last chance to put a stricter limit on the world's catch.

But at the annual ICCAT meeting in Brazil this month, the group opted for a 2010 eastern Atlantic
and Mediterranean bluefin catch quota of 13,500 metric tons, rather than the 8,000 the U.S. has
sought. Rebecca Lent, who heads NOAA Fisheries' international programs, called the decision
"disappointing.”

Japan opposes the proposal to ban the bluefin tuna trade, though some Japanese consumers have
begun to worry about the state of a fish they covet. Hiroko Nishi, a securities administrator in Tokyo,
said she would back an international ban if it's "based on a scientific research. It is not like I would
die if I didn't eat tuna. . . . Although, I must say, it would be very disappointing if we couldn't eat it
any more."

Several environmental groups and some U.S. retailers are trying to shift public attitudes, in an effort
to curb the consumer demand that drives international trade. The World Wildlife Fund has lobbied
Asian buyers to shun shark-fin soup and bluefin tuna, and the Silver Spring-based nonprofit SeaWeb
has launched a "Too Precious to Wear" campaign about the environmental impact of buying coral for
jewelry and home decor. Tiffany & Co. no longer sells coral jewelry; neither does Monique Péan, a
District native who designs high-end jewelry in New York City.

Lori Arguelles, SeaWeb's vice president of media and policy, noted that coral species across the
globe are already being damaged by climate change, harmful fishing practices and pollution. "With
all of the things they're facing, they don't need the extra pressure of the coral trade," she said.

Special correspondent Akiko Yamamoto in Tokyo contributed to this report.

View all comments that have been posted about this article.

Post a Comment

View all comments that have been posted about this article,
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Comments that include profanity or

persaonal attacks or other inappropriate
comments or material will be removed from the site. Additionally, entries that are unsigned or contain "signatures” by someone
other than the actual author will be removed. Finally, we will take steps to block users who violate any of our posting standards,
terms of use or privacy policies or any other policies governing this site. Please review the full rules goveming commentaries and
discussions. You are fully responsible for the content that you post.
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Case study: Atlantic bluefin tuna
A hge, warm-blooded schooling fish that migrates

ar speeds of up to 80 mph. A school can oress the Atlantio
Ocean In 6C days. The bluefin eats herring and mackerel

along with souid, pels and crustaceans,

GILBERT VAN FYCKEVIRSEL TAG A GIANT FOURDATION

Marked decline

The estimated weleht of "spawning
stock hiomass,” in metric tons of adult
Atlantic bluefin tupa in existence.
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that may join other # Red and pink coral & Dusky shark
endangered species » Hammearhear sharks s Qceanit whitetip shark
under the umbrella of (scalloped, great and smooth) = Spiny dogfish*
international protection: o Sandbar shark » Porbeagle®

Two mamn industrial fishing
methods are decimating
the hivefin population:
Longline: A line up to

60 miles long, with baited,
hooked lines dangling
fromit, is attached to a
boat and drawn through
the ocean.

Purse seine: A bual
surrounds a school of lish
with a large, vertical wall
ol nel. Awinch pulls the
bottom closod like a
drawstring purse, trapping
everything inside it.

TRADE MAY BE BANNED

« Atlantic bluefin tuna
« Polar bear

*WIE e addec In 28 months
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TIM Thé I{:vl'u'nt for Tuna: A Tough Catch
By Krista Mahr / General Santos City

IH PARTHERSHIP WITH w

Nearly every day at dawn, John Heitz falls a little bit in love. Leaning over a 150-Ib. (70 kg) yellowfin tuna, the
55-year-old American, whose business is exporting fish, circles his forefinger around its deep eye socket. "Look
how clear these eyes are." He traces the puncture where the fish was hooked, and the markings under its pectora
fin where it struggled on the line. "Sometimes," Heitz says, "I see a good tuna, and it looks better to me than a

woman,”

Heitz, a blond Illinoisan who sports a fading Maui & Sons T-shirt and a tuna tattoo on his bicep, is an out-and-
out tuna man. That's why he lives and works in General Santos City in the southern Philippines, one of the
planet's great tuna-fishing ports. By 6 a.m. on an August morning, the heat at the docks — a raucous, clanging,
blood-and-guts tangle of 10,000 buyers, sellers, porters and men whacking rusty knives into silver skin — is
unforgiving. Boat crews crouch in patches of shade on deck, smoking and waiting for their wages. The boats'
hulls, sloshing with bloody ice water, are almost empty, only a few shiny bellies lolling in the slush. Porters have
already hoisted thousands of tuna onto their shoulders and carried them to the exporters; they swarm around th
fat, fresh ones whose slick layer of slime still smells like the ocean, and whose scales gleam with a hint of the
yellow flush they had when blood was pumping inside them. (See pictures of bluefin tuna being caught.)

It's one of the few quality hauls of yellowfin that has come in all week. Heitz jumps into the serum of insults and
jokes flying between the buyers and the sellers. Quality testers sink metal rods into the fish, pulling out samples
of pink meat that they rub between their thumb and forefinger and smell. The biggest and best tuna will go for
about $700 wholesale, and get whisked away to be washed, beheaded, gutted and packed with dry ice to catch th
10:30 a.m. flight to Manila. By the next day, the fish will be in Tokyo, Seattle or California. By the next night, its
meat will be poised between chopsticks.

A Worrying Trend

The world's tuna trade is an awesome 21st century hunt. Ancient Greeks used to stand on bluffs to watch for
schools of tuna passing the shore. Today, fishing fleets stalk the fish across thousands of miles of ocean with
helicopters, GPS and sonar. In 1950, about 600,000 tons of tuna were caught worldwide. Last year, that figure
hit nearly 6 million tons, the prize of a chase that plays out from the Philippines to Canada's Prince Edward
Island.

Caopyright © 2009 Time Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduction in whaolg or in part without permission is prohibited.




For some species of tuna, the chase is becoming unsustainable, In September, the European Commission
recommended that the E.U. support a temporary suspension of the global trade of Atlantic bluefin tuna, a
majestic cousin of the yellowfin sold for tens of thousands of dollars a head for its coveted sashimi meat. At
current fishing rates, the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) estimates that Atlantic bluefin that spawn in the
Mediterranean could disappear from those waters as early as 2012. But the recommended ban was shot down by
E.U. member states including Greece, Cyprus, Malta, Spain, France and Italy — all countries with a stake in the
trade. "The hunt is relentless," says Michael Sutton, vice president of the Center for the Future of the Oceans at
the Monterey Bay Aquarium in California. "These are the wolves, grizzly bears, lions and tigers of the ocean. If
you take the top predators out, the ecosystem begins to get out of balance." On land, when top predators like
lions or wolves die off, lesser ones like baboons or coyotes flourish, throwing an entire food chain off. The same
goes for oceans. Scientists believe stocks of southern bluefin around Australia have likely fallen over go% since
the 19505 and could continue to drop. Of the world's 19 non-bluefin commercial tuna stocks, half are now
overfished or at risk of going that direction, according to the International Seafood Sustainability Foundation

That's bad news not just for the oceans, but also for John Heitz and millions of others who make a living from
these fish. General Santos earned its motto as the "Tuna Capital of the Philippines" when fishermen could go out
in the morning and return at dusk with two or three 150-Ib. (70 kg) vellowfin or bigeye, two tuna species that,
like the bluefin, are sold for sashimi. Now, even the smallest of those tuna are at least a two- or three-day trip out
to sea. These waters, like so many others, have been fished too hard for too long. "General Santos lives and dies
by tuna,” says Heitz, "Now it's getting less and less. People just have to wake up and smell the coffee.”

General Santos is not the only place dependent on tuna. At 6 a.m., an auctioneer in Tokyo reaches up to ring a
brass bell, alerting a group of blue-capped, rubber-booted men perusing rows of gray frozen tuna that the
bidding is about to begin. He starts to chant out the tuna's serial numbers, written on squares of paper stuck to
their bellies. One bidder raises his hand with an offer that the auctioneer weaves into his mantra: "4-5, 4-5, 4-5."
That's 4,500 yen — about $50 — one of many offers made for every kilo of the frozen fish on the block that
morning. At Tsukiji, the world's most famous fish market, tuna are sold at prices equivalent to Ivy League
educations. In one of hundreds of stalls, wholesaler Keisuke Morishima dismantles a fresh 271-1b. (123 kg)
bluefin snared off Oma, a small Japanese town. Bluefin can live for decades, growing more than 10 ft. (3 m) long,
weighing up to 1,500 Ib. (680 kg), and with enough muscle to propel them at 40 m.p.h. (65 km/h). Throwing his
weight into the fish as he makes a cut, Morishima is philosophical. "Some think it's endangered, and 1
understand their position, but what can you do by worrying about it?" he asks. He'd like all his bluefin to come
from Japan, but if there are none on any given day, he says, he'll buy one caught somewhere else.

Read "Europe Moves Closer to Banning Bluefin-Tuna Trade."

Read "The Danger of Not Ealing Tuna."

The Fish That Became Too Popular

Tuna has been eaten for thousands of years. The Greeks sliced, salted and pickled it, and Mediterranean bluefin
was a staple of the Roman soldier's lunch box. But modern Japan's taste for the fish, coupled with rising demand
in the U.S., Europe and China, has driven the Atlantic bluefin to become "the poster child of overfishing
worldwide," says Monterey's Sutton. The number of breeding tuna in the eastern Atlantic has plunged over 74%




since the late 1950s, with the steepest drop occurring in the past 10 years, while the western population dropped
over 82% between 1970 and 2007, The Pacific bluefin, whose habitat spans from the West Coast of the U.S. to
Japan, is officially in better shape, but one Tsukiji auctioneer estimates the number of tuna coming in these days
is down 60% to 70% from what it used to be. Japan's Fisheries Agency does not believe its local tuna are
overfished and has steadfastly refused to impose a quota on its tuna fishermen. But in August, Masayuki
Komatsu, a professor at Japan's National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies, who has fiercely defended
Japan's right to hunt whale, made the heretical claim that because Japan's bluefin is so depleted "Japanese
people must change their mind-set.”

Japan consumes about 80% of the 60,000 tons of bluefin caught around the world each year — and local
economies on both sides of the planet depend on it. Off the coast of the Spanish port of Cartagena, hundreds of
seagulls swarm the same patch of water six days a week, waiting for a boat to arrive and uncoil a long, plastic
tube into the water. As sardines and mackerel are pumped into the deep, the water begins to churn. Hundreds of
bluefin tuna, circling in vast cages beneath the water's surface, duke it out for their daily meal. This is a tuna
ranch, a method that started in the Mediterranean in 1996 and now dominates the Atlantic bluefin industry.
Today there are 70 registered ranches in the Mediterranean alone (and more in Mexico, Japan and Australia),
and the majority of the region's bluefin quota is caught and dragged to cages to be fattened for six months to a
year. The ranch off Cartagena, owned and operated by Ricardo Fuentes & Sons, produces some 10,000 bluefin
tuna annually, and this year half of them will go straight to Japan. (Watch TIME's video "Bluefin Tuna Catch.")

Tuna-ranching has proven to be a good way to do business — too good, some argue. In recent years, many boats
have joined in the lucrative business of taking fish to ranches like these, sometimes netting more tuna than
they're allowed to, or catching underage fish that have not had the chance to spawn. "Fattening is the motor that
drives overfishing," says Sebastian Losado, oceans policy adviser for Greenpeace in Madrid. Oversight of this
kind of illegal fishing — and more generally, stewardship of the fish — has proven weak. Last November, the
International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), the Madrid-based body charged with
protecting the Atlantic bluefin, adopted a regional quota for 2009 that exceeded its own scientists' more cautious
recommendations by nearly three times. Tuna activists read that as a shameless bow to lobbying from countries
like France, Italy and Spain, where influential fishermen are loath to see their profits drop. "This isn't a process
controlled by countries," says Losado. "It's controlled by companies.”

And by lovers of tuna. In Tokyo's upmarket Okusawa suburb, the lunch crowd at the sushi restaurant Irifune has
thinned out. Katsumi Honda, Irifune's owner and head sushi chef, rhythmically chops blocks of pink and red
flesh behind a counter. Now 68, Honda remembers how, as a boy, his first bite of Japanese hon maguro, or
bluefin, inspired him to become a chef. For Honda, it's the only tuna there is. "Onee you experience our natural
maguro, you cannot go to a conveyor-belt sushi place anymore," he says. In 2001, when the yen was still rolling,
Honda helped auction a Pacific bluefin at Tsukiji for about $220,000. It was one of the most expensive fish ever
sold in Japan. "Maguro,"” Honda explains, "has a power to move people.”

Beyond Bluefin

As majestic and imperiled as it might be, all the world's bluefin catch accounts for less than 3% of the tuna that
people eat. For the $175 that a plate of Honda's maguro runs to, you can buy half a year's supply of canned tuna
from the Ocean Canning Corp. in General Santos. Inside Ocean Canning's processing plant, rows of men and




women in blue smocks skin, bone and pack thousands of fish into cans sent to customers in Europe. Outside,
dozens more would-be workers line up at the cannery's office, applications in hand. If there is one thing that
people in General Santos can count on, it's the West's insatiable appetite for canned tuna. Global imports have
skyrocketed from less than 3 million tons per year in 1976 to over 3.5 billion today. "Demand is very high," says
Mariano Fernandez, Ocean Canning's general manager. "Raw material is the problem."

The raw material is mostly skipjack, a small, unglamorous tuna that makes up about 60% of the world's tuna
catch. Of the main commercial species, bluefin, yellowfin and bigeye tuna are primarily sold to the sashimi
market; skipjack and albacore land in cans. Over half the skipjack caught each year come from the waters in the
western and central Pacific, and while skipjack in the region are officially plentiful, according to the Western and
Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) that keeps track of them, talk to anyone in General Santos and
you'll hear otherwise. Supplies of fresh, local skipjack dropped 50% last year, says Miguel Lamberte, the port's
manager. This August, the amount of both frozen and fresh skipjack being unloaded was at an all-time low, he
says. "And it's still going down."

To keep the cans filled, large Philippine boats have gone further and further afield — to Papua New Guinea, to
the Solomon Islands — where there is still plenty of skipjack for the taking. Fishing is growing faster in this swath
of the Pacific than in any other part of the world, says the WCPFC, as ever greater numbers of boats from Asia,
the Americas and Europe are leaving depleted waters for these bluer pastures. "We're getting a lot of boats
seeking to come into our region from the Indian Ocean and eastern Pacific because the skipjack is still healthy
here," says John Hampton, manager of the Secretariat of the Pacific Community's Oceanic Fisheries Program,
which studies highly migratory fish stocks for the WCPFC. "There is good money to be made.” But with more
boats on the water, many local governments don't have the resources to keep track of how much fishing is being
done in their waters, making illegal fishing or overfishing in protected areas tricky to control.

Read "Can the World's Fisheries Survive Our Appetites?"

Read "Sashimi on Demand?"

In General Santos and ports like it, when the fish start to go, everyone loses: the boat owners, the cannery
workers, the exporters, the porters, the truck drivers. As the day winds down at the port, John Heitz walks
between rows of small, unsold yellowfin that look, and smell, like they have seen better days. After the good ones
go early in the morning, thousands of fish like these are left over, caught too young to have been given a chance
to spawn and too far away to get back to dock in time to sell for a good price. To Heitz, it's obvious they're from
Indonesia — and most likely have been caught without a permit — but there is nobody here from the government
fisheries department to verify that. There almost never is. "All these bad fish kind of stress me out," Heitz says.
"It would be so easy to manage, and they're just not doing it."

The fishermen get the worst deal of all: the work gets harder and the pay gets less. Down one lane in a waterfront
neighborhood, Danilo Ante sits at home with his girlfriend and four kids between fishing trips. On his last job,
Ante took home about $21 for six weeks of work on the high seas. "In the past, there were only a few fishermen,”
he says. "But now we get fewer fish because there are more boats on the water.” Even if his boats keep catching
less fish, Ante doesn't have a lot of options in General Santos. "We have to continue. We have to rely on the sea."




An Endangered Species?

In October, Monaco formally proposed to register Atlantic bluefin on Appendix 1 of the U.N.'s Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), a move that would temporarily ban its trade and transfer
enforcement from ICCAT to governments. If trade is shut down, so would be fishing, and the Atlantic bluefin
would have some time to recover, much as the humpback whale rebounded after being listed in 1975. Monaco's
proposal, which all but six E.U. states voted to co-sponsor and which has U.S. support, will go before CITES for
approval in March zo10.

Ewven if that bid fails — and many believe it could — just the threat of CITES may serve as a warning to the tuna
industry and to governments. Fishermen, understandably, are not thrilled by the possibility of a ban, no matter
how temporary. "We're in a race with the ecologists," says David Martinez Canabate, adjunct director of Ricardo
Fuentes & Sons in Cartagena, which employs about 1,000 workers. "They want to shut down the fisheries, and we
want to show them that the quotas and enforcement are working." Canabate acknowledges there is too much
illegal fishing, but believes rogue players can still be controlled. A ban, he argues, would come at too high a price.
"Wouldn't it be better to still have the industry?" he asks. "To keep the jobs?" (See the top 10 food trends of
2008.)

Even so, the fishing companies know better than anyone that the only way to save the business is to save the
species. The Spanish company has invested in the global quest to get bluefin to reproduce and grow in captivity
— a task that has eluded all but a few scientists. In a trial run by the Spanish Institute of Oceanography, scientists
funded by Ricardo Fuentes have injected Atlantic bluefin females with synthetic hormones to trigger the fish's
egg-laying response. This year, the team helped create some 150 million bluefin eggs, of which they took about 3
million to try to hatch. Of those, "maybe 50 [will] survive to the weight of one gram, or about 50 days [old]," says
Aurelio Ortega, a biologist on the project. "We're still a long way off. Even five years would be very optimistic."

Some are further along. In 2002, Japan's Kinki University successfully bred and raised bluefin in pens and is now
selling small amounts of the farmed fish. This year, Clean Seas, an Australian fishing company, got its southern
bluefin living in a land-based tank to spawn eggs that were raised to be fingerlings — a breakthrough in the
growth eycle. The success was so unexpected that Clean Seas had to leave all but a few of the young fish to die;
there wasn't enough room to let them grow.

Aquaculture is not a perfect solution. Farmed tuna have huge appetites — in Cartagena, it takes up to 22 Ib. (10
kg) of seafood to add 2 1b. (1 kg) of weight — and they create a lot of waste. But tuna-breeding is one of an
expanding list of ideas being rolled out by scientists, activists, chefs, fishermen and entrepreneurs trying to find a
happier marriage between the human demand for tuna and the ecosystem. "There is no one silver bullet to end
overfishing because there is no one thing causing overfishing," says Mike Crispino of the ISSF. Major canneries
that have signed on to the ISSF, such as BumbleBee, StarKist and Chicken of the Sea, are trying to guarantee that
the fish going into their cans come from legal and traceable sources. More and more, customers are being offered
ways to play a part too. In San Francisco and Seattle, two restaurants are already running popular sustainable-
sushi bars, with menus designed around plentiful, local ingredients. "In the U.S., people think of sushi as being
five or six fish that you eat in a particular way," says Casson Trenor, a former chef who opened San Francisco's
Tataki in 2008 and later helped Seattle's Mashiko transition into serving better-sourced seafood. In the modern
sushi restaurant, says Casson, "we're not respecting these animals."”




In General Santos, people do respect the tuna. John Heitz points to a few men hauling yellowfin through the
water from small wooden boats. "This is one of the few handline fisheries in the world," Heitz says. It's not flashy,
but it follows the rules, pays the bills and, over time, it will keep these great animals in the water. "By eating a
certain produect, you're part of the problem, or part of the solution.” Heitz wants to be on the solution side. Once,
when he was scuba-diving off General Santos' coast, two yellowfin torpedoed past. "It was like a motorcycle was
going by," he says, crouching slightly, staring straight ahead and moving his shoulders back and forth to mimic
the fish's muscular energy. "If I hadn't seen it with my own eyes, I wouldn't have believed it." Unless something
changes, he may never see its like again.

— with reporting by Lisa Abend / Cartagena and Yuki Oda / Tokyo

Read "How to Eat Sushi During a Fish Scare,"
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Find this article at:
http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1933116,00.htm] a




Le thon rouge nage
en pleine confusion

PECHE Un article des «Echos» contestant extinction de I’espece suscite
la controverse, alors que P’interdiction de son commerce doit étre décidee.

es pécheurs de thons

rouges de Méditerrance

ont-ils été hrimés alors
que ce poisson se porterdit en
réalité trés blen? Clest Ia
question que posait, hier, un
article & sensation publié par
les Echos et titré «Lextine-
tion du thon rouge remise en
cause par des scientifiques».
Parmi les chercheurs cités
comime «sceptiques» face ala
menace, Jean Mare-Fromen-
tin, de I'Institut francais de
recherche pour I'exploitation
de la mer (Ifremer).
Grossir. Or, ce dernier est
en pétard. «Le fournaliste des
Echos ne m'a pas contactés,
regrete-1-il. Dommage, il
aurait découvert une réalié
assez différente de celle dé-
crite par son article. Les ab-
servations, lors de suivis ag-
rlens, de concentrations
importantes de thons dans le
golfe du Lion ont éé effecti-

vement conduites par
I'équipe de Fromentin de
2000 a 2004. Intérrompues
par manque de crédits de
I'Ifremet;, elles ne seront re-
prises qu'en 2009, Cette der-
niére prospection apporte
une bonne nouvelle, expli-
que Fromentin, «avec des
abondances de prés du double
de la moyenne des an-
nies 2000 a 20042, Mais rien
de miraculeux li-dedans.

En 2007, décision a élé prise
dinterclire la péche des thons
de moins de 30 kg, les moins
de 4 ans. Ceux qui passent
cette périnde de leur vie dans
le golfe du Lion, avant d’aller
allleurs vieillir et grossir jus-
qu'a 10 ans, dge a partir du-
quel ils commencent i étre
des reproducteurs efficaces.
Or, les senneurs francais,
italiens et espagnols pé-
chaient 150000 thons jeunes
par an en moyenne dans le

golfe. Trois ans d'interdiction
ont porté leurs fruits, comme
I'indique le dernier rapport
sclentifique (1): «Des infor-
mations qualifotives provenan!
des pécheries du stock Est de-
puis 2007, conjointement avec
les résultats préliminaires des
prospections  aériennes
en 2009, donnent des indica-
tions cohérentes d'une phis

forte abondance, ou d'une plus -

grande concentration, de petits
thons rouges dans la Méditer-
ranée du Nord-Chuest. Cepen-
dant, ces résultars doivent étre
canfirmes par des ohservations
additionnelles. »

Prix. Bonne nouvelle... mais
pas de quol pavoiser. Car,
potr la majorité des sclentifi-
ques, I'effort de péche actuel
- préss de 50000 tonnes par
an entre 1995 et 2007 contre
25000 ronnes 2 plus depuis
des décennies - ne peut étre
durablement supporté par le

stock actuel de thons. Pour
que les thons juvéniles, pro-
tégés depuis 2007, devien-
nent de gros et prolifiques
adultes, il leur faut des an-
nées de répit. Et donc une li-
mitation de la péehe. Cet avis
repose, certes, sur des mé-
thodes d'évaluation présen-
tant «des incertitudess, re-
connait Fromentin. Mais il
n'est mis en cause que par
tles sclentifiques isolés et des
pécheurs motives par le prix
de ce poisson. Alors que la
Cites, la convention sur les
espéces protégees, doit, entre
le 13 et le 25 mars, décider
d'interdire ou non le com-
merce International du thon
rouge, les manceuvres ont |
COMMEnce.

SYLVESTRE HUET

(1) Réalisé par la Commission
internationale pourla
conservation des thonidés de
FAtlantique.
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DE NOTRE CORRESPONCANT
AMARSEILLE,

e président des thoniers de
LMéditen'anée. Mourad Ka-

houl, jubile, Aprés cing ans
de débars souvent violents contre
les écologistes, il vient pour la pre-
miére fois de recevoir ladhésion
de scientifigues i la'thése que dé-
fendent les 160 membres de son
association : le thon rouge dont la
France et I'llnion européenne
veulent interdire le commerce in-
ternational ne serait pas en dan-
ger dextinction. En certains en-
droits, leur stock aurait méme
doublé en dix ans.

Le coup risque détre dautant
plus dur pour les défenseurs de
lenvironnement 'qu'il est porté
par des membres méme du co-
mité scientifique de la Commis-
sion intermationale pour la con-
servation des thonidés de
I'Adantique (Cicta) chargée du
diagnostic et des recommanda-
tions concernant 'espéce, Clest le
cas du biologiste italien Antonio
Di Natale, spécialisie des grandes
espéces marines ‘et des systémes
de péche, qui a longtemps con-
testé les thises des pécheurs,

Parmi les sceptigues figurent
aussi des sclentifiques du centre
de recherche halieatgue méditer-
ranéenne et tropicale de 'remer
de Séte, conduits par Jean-Mare
Fromentin, celui-la méme qui
avait alerté l'opinion publigue
contre des menaces de surexplol-
tation du thon rouge (Thunnus
thynnus) il v a cing ans.

Avec trois autres chercheurs de
Iinstitut, il a effectué 25 survols
aériens d'observation du golfe du
Lion entre le 17 juin et le 30 sep-
tembre demnier, exactement sur
les mémes routes de prospection
de 4 campagnes réalisées en-
tre 2000 et 2003, Au total,
L6.000 kilométres ont éé parcou-
rus pour relever les positions GPS
des bancs en surface.

« La plupart des vols ont permis
de détecter une présence abon-
dante de thon rouge dans lersem-
ble du Golfe, avec de trés impor-
tantes concentrations de 1 a 2 km
die rayon composées o trdividus de
20 ¢ 30 kg », c'est-d-dire des spéci-

De nouvelles études scientifiques sément le doute : en Méditerranée,
le thon rouge n'est peut-étre pas en voie de disparition. Plusieurs chercheurs
qui avaient sonné I'alarme se déclarent aujourd'hui sceptiques.

L’extinction du thon rouge remise
en cause par des scientifiques

Pécheurs & Zahara de los Atunes, dans le sud de I’

mens sexuellement matures, ont
ohservés les chercheurs. Une pre-
miére analyse a éé présentée au
comité scientifique de la Cicta fin
septembre demier. « I én ressont
gue la densité obserde en 2009 est
environ dewx fois supédrieure a celle
observde sur (o période 2000-2003,
poursuivent-ils. Ces résultats sont
cohérents avec les observations ad-
riennes mendes par les scioniifiques
espagnols en Méditerrande Nord
occtdentale. «

Le chercheur océanographe An-
tonio Di Natale vient, lui aussi, re-
mettre en cause la réalité du stock
en doutant de l'eficaciué du sys-
teme diévaluation de la biomasse

Bpe.

de thon rouge wtilisé : Virual Po-
pulation Adapt (VPA), un outil
danalyse historique des données
qui permet de prédire les tendan-
ces du sinck & partir des donndes
do prises, et notamment de 1ige
des spécimens.

Distorsion des données

« Il y a un décalage entre les hypo-
théses tirdes de lextrapolation des
énarmes bangues de donndes con-
serédes par le secrétarial du Cicta
et e réalité sur le terrain », affirme-
t-il. aprés avoir comparé la masse
de données accumulée depuis les
années 1950, « VPA, tranche-t-il,
nest pas apie a décrire [Enorme
complexité diespices pélagigues
e ant wne felle distribution géo-
graphique ef des déplacements im-
prévisibles aussi bien vers les pro-
[fondeurs qui Uhorizon, »

Antonio Di Natale souléve un
autre probléme causé par la mise
en place des systémes de quota
la Cicta : « Les danndes qui oni éé
Journies par les scientifiques depuis
la fin des années 1990 se sonl
adaptées aux regles du feu de ln
commission. Les scientifiques qui
ot participd au comilé scientfi-
aquie, particulidrement ceux gui tra-
vaillaient sous contral avec leurs
BOUVErHements, cesf-d-dire une
large mafarité, ont évité de présen-
ter des donrées trop confrastantes
comparées g celles fournies par

lewrs Braix Ca ne signifie
pas gue des données ant été
manipulées, mais elles
mont foud simplement pas
Bt présentées, »

Le biologiste cite en
exemple deux séries de
données collectées exacte-
meni au méme endroit en
2008. Lune provient diob-
servations & bord de navi-
res sclentifiques, l'autre
des avis déclaratifs collee-
tés 4 bord des baeaux de
péche. Probleme : I'une et
Taure montrent des don-

a1 2 niées différentes concer-

Z nant la disuibution par
(8 - taille de lespice. Dans le
- premier cas, les jeunes

senlés (dans une propor-

tion de presque 40%);
dans le second, ce sont les indivi-
dus sexuellement manres,

« fmpossible détablir de corréla-
tion walable avec de felles distor-
sions », condamne un autre spé-
claliste de l'esplee, le professcur
Corrado Piccinetti, directeur du
laboratoire de biologle marine de
I'université de Bologne et prési-
dent de la commission scientifi-
que de la CGPM (Commission gé-
nérale des péches pour la
Méditerrannée) i qui il prévoit de
présenter le rapport lors de la pro-
chaine réunion le 12 avril. « Nous
navons pas d'information scienti-
figue valable pour dire si le stock
de thon rouge est en danger ou
pas », affirme-t-il aujourd’hui.

Aprés la remise en cause du
Glec dans le dossier du réchaufle-
ment climatique, ces révélations
vont-elles jeter un nouveau trou-
ble sur la pentinence des miéta-
données utilisées pour modéliser
des phénomines complexes et en
tirer des conclusions réglementai-
res 7 « Elles rétablissent au moins
Péquilibre nécessaire pour faire en-
tendre la voix des scepriques s,
sourit le patron des thoniers,
Mourad Kahoul. Il souhaite main-
tenant porter Faffaire devant la Ci-
tes, lorganisation de I'ONU char-
gée de la prowction des espices
en danger, qui se réunit du 13 au
25 mars & Doha (Qatar).

PALL MOLGA
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PRESS RELEASE

CITES world conference opens with call for new wildlife
trade rules

Decisions on the budget will show how seriously 175 member States take new
measures to conserve and manage natural riches of the planet

Doha, 13 March 2010 — Some 1,500 delegates representing more than 170 governments,
indigenous peoples, non-governmental organizations and businesses are attending the triennial
world conference of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora (CITES). Bluefin tuna, elephant populations and a wide range of sharks, corals, polar
bears, reptiles, insects and plants are top of the agenda for the two-week meeting.

CITES Secretary-General Willem Wijnstekers thanked Qatar for hosting the meeting and noted
that existing and new challenges require increased political support for the 35-year old treaty to
match present day demands. Mr Wijnstekers congratulated the member States for the many
conservation successes during these years but warned that more needs to be done. “We do not
want to risk letting down the developing world in its struggle to ensure that trade in wild fauna and
flora is conducted legally and sustainably”, he said.

Many of the 42 proposals on the table reflect growing international concern about the
accelerating destruction of the world’s marine and forest ecosystems through overfishing and
excessive logging, and the potential impacts of climate change on the biological resources of the
planet. The UN General Assembly has declared 2010 the international year of biodiversity and the
CITES Conference will be one of the key occasions governments have this year to take action to
protect biodiversity. Member States will decide by consensus or a two-thirds majority vote for
measures to conserve and manage species on the agenda.

“2010 is a key year for biological diversity. By ensuring that the international trade in wildlife is
properly regulated, CITES can assist in conserving the planet’s wild fauna and flora from
overexploitation and thus contribute to the improved management of these key natural assets for
sustainable development”, said Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Director
of the United Nations Environment Programme, which administers the CITES Secretariat.

Other issues on the agenda include the adoption of urgent measures to tackle illegal trade
of tiger products, rhinos and other species that are on the brink of extinction. It will also address
the potential impacts of CITES measures on the livelihoods of the rural poor, those on the
frontlines of using and managing wildlife.

Note to journalists: For more information, contact Juan Carlos Vasquez at +974-4175621
or +974-5692804 (cell), or j.vasquez@cites.ga. For more information, on media accreditation to
cover the CITES Conference please visit our webpage:
http://www.cites.org/eng/cop/15/E-CoP15 media accreditation form.pdf

International Environment House ¢ CITES Secretariat, Press Service, Chemin des Anémones * CH-1219 Chatelaine, Geneva *
Tel: +41 (22) 917 81 56 « Fax: +41 (22) 797 34 17 « Email: juan.vasquez@cites.org * Web: http://www.cites.org



Background information on the proposals

The listing proposals can be viewed at http://www.cites.org/eng/cop/15/prop/index.shtml

Document 68 containing the recommendations from the Secretariat and the comments
received from Parties, FAO, ICCAT, ITTO and other specialized bodies can be viewed at:
http://www.cites.org/eng/cop/15/doc/E15-68.pdf

Report of the Panel of Experts on proposals to transfer populations of the African elephant
from Appendix I to Appendix II can be viewed at:

Tanzania: http://www.cites.org/eng/cop/15/doc/E15-68A06a).pdf

Zambia: http://www.cites.org/eng/cop/15/doc/E15-68A06b).pdf

Bluefin tuna and sharks

According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the world’s
capture (non-aquaculture) fisheries produced 92 million tonnes of fish in 2006, of which 81.9
million came from the sea. The value of the total marine and freshwater catch at the first point of
sale was around USD 91.2 billion. As a result, it is estimated that some 52 % of marine fish stocks
or species groups are fully exploited, 19 % overexploited and 9 % depleted or recovering from
depletion. The maximum wild capture fishing potential from the world’s oceans has probably been
reached, and a more closely controlled approach to fisheries is required (See
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/i0250e/i0250e.pdf)

A growing number of commercially exploited fish have come under CITES controls in recent
years, for example: the basking and whale sharks were included in Appendix II in 2002, the great
white shark and the humphead wrasse in 2004, and the European eel and sawfishes in 2007.

At the forthcoming conference, proposals will be made to bring eight commercially fished
species under the purview of CITES.

Monaco is proposing a complete ban on international commercial trade in the bluefin tuna.
(proposal 19). This iconic species can reach 3 metres in length and over 650 kg in weight. It can
swim at nearly 40 km per hour and dive to 1,000 metres deep. It is highly sought after as a
delicacy: in January 2010, a single fish was reportedly sold for over USD 120,000. Although it has
been fished for many centuries, its populations in the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea have
undergone very substantial declines in the last 40 years. Repeated efforts have been made to
ensure more sustainable fishing, but now Monaco claims that it is time to bring the international
trade to a halt to allow time for the species to recover.

The scalloped hammerhead shark (proposal 15) occurs widely in coastal warm temperate and
tropical seas and is exploited extensively for its fins. Significant declines in the population of the
species have been reported in many areas where it is caught. Two other species of hammerhead
shark (great hammerhead and smooth hammerhead) and two further sharks (sandbar shark and
dusky shark) have similar shaped fins, and the proponents, Palau and the United States of
America, recommend that all these species be subject to CITES trade controls.



The same two countries are also proposing that trade CITES controls be applied to another
shark, the oceanic whitetip (proposal 16), which, in spite of its wide range in tropical and
subtropical waters, has declined in numbers wherever it has been harvested for its fins.

In total, several million sharks of these two species are estimated to be fished annually to
supply the demand for fins.

The porbeagle shark (proposal 17) has equally experienced population declines, notably in the
northern Atlantic and the Mediterranean, owing to unsustainable fishing for its high-value meat
and fins. Palau and Sweden, on behalf of the European Community Member States, note the lack
of consistent data on the global catch of this species. They argues that requiring CITES export
permits will ensure that international markets are supplied by fish from sustainably managed
fisheries that keep accurate records.

The spiny dogfish (proposal 18) is a small shark that was once abundant in temperate waters.
It is now overexploited for its meat, which is highly valued in Europe (often sold in 'fish and chips'
shops in the British Isles) and elsewhere. As many other sharks, it is particularly vulnerable to
excessive fishing because of its slow reproductive rate. It also tends to travel in large schools of
hundreds or thousands, which are easier for fishing boats to harvest them in large quantities.
Palau and Sweden, on behalf of the European Community Member States , propose listing the
spiny dogfish in Appendix II (which manages trade through a permit system) and establishing a
sustainable fishery management programme for the species.

Corals

The most valuable of all the precious corals, red or pink corals (proposal 21) have been
harvested for over 5,000 years and used for jewellery and other decorative items. Their tree-like
colonies provide protection and habitat for other marine species and occur in the tropical,
subtropical and temperate oceans, often at great depths. Overharvesting for international trade
and the destruction of colonies by bottom trawls and dredges have greatly affected their capacity
to reproduce and regenerate. The United States and Sweden, on behalf of the European
Community Member States, propose adding the red or pink corals to Appendix II to control the
trade therein.

The long-running debate on elephants and ivory

The long-running global debate over the African elephant has focused on the benefits that
income from ivory sales may bring to conservation and to local communities living side by side with
these large and potentially dangerous animals versus concerns that such sales may encourage
poaching. This year’s proposals (proposal 4, proposal 5 and proposal 6) again reflect opposing
views on how best to improve the conservation and sustainable use of the world’s largest land
animal.

CITES banned the international commercial ivory trade in 1989. In 1997 and 2002, recognizing
that some southern African elephant populations were healthy and well managed, it permitted
Botswana, Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe to sell some stocks of ivory to Japan totalling over
150 tons. The sales took place in 1999 and 2008 and earned some USD 20 million for elephant
conservation and community development programmes within or adjacent to the elephant range.



At this year’s conference, the United Republic of Tanzania and Zambia are seeking similar
approval to sell government-owned stocks that have accumulated over the years. The United
Republic of Tanzania has nearly 90 tons of such stock, and Zambia just over 21 tons.

Taking the opposite view, the Congo, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Mali, Rwanda and Sierra Leone
are proposing a halt to the limited international trade in African elephant ivory currently permitted
and a 20-year moratorium on any proposals to relax international trade controls on African
elephants.

Polar bear and other proposals

The potential threat to the polar bear from climate change has been much discussed recently,
and the United States is seeking to increase its protection in CITES by completely prohibiting
international commercial trade in the species (proposal 3). Mexico and Egypt are seeking to reduce
CITES controls on the Morelet's crocodile and the Nile crocodile, respectively, as they believe that
the status of these species in the wild has improved (proposal 8 and proposal 9). In contrast,
Honduras and Guatemala are seeking to apply CITES controls to four species of spiny-tailed
iguanas that are increasingly sought by hobbyists in other countries. (proposal 11 and
proposal 12). The Plurinational State of Bolivia proposes that similar measures be adopted for the
spectacular Satanas beetle (proposal 20), which is also sought by collectors.

Madagascar is seeking to include 12 endemic plants in Appendix II (proposals 22-24, 26, 27,
30, 32-36 and 39-41), while Brazil and Argentina propose the the same listing for the Brazilian
rosewood (proposal 29) and the Palo Santo (proposal 42), respectively, two tree species that
produce essential oils extensively used in perfumery and cosmetics.

Other proposals call for lifting all trade restrictions on certain species on the grounds that they
no longer require such protection. These include the Marsh rose (proposal 37) and the Swartland
sugarbush (proposal 38) from South Africa, and the North American bobcat or lynx (proposal 2).

Backgrounder: understanding CITES

Thousands of species of wild fauna and flora are used by people in their daily lives for food,
housing, health care, cosmetics or fashion. CITES recognizes that commercial trade in these plants
and animals may be beneficial both to conservation and to the livelihoods of local people.

However, unregulated wildlife trade can seriously affect species populations, especially those
that are already vulnerable as a result of other factors, such as habitat loss. Governments
responded to this concern by adopting CITES in 1973 to regulate international wildlife trade and
ensure that it remains at a sustainable level. With 175 Parties, CITES remains one of the world's
most powerful tools for biodiversity conservation through the regulation of trade in wild fauna and
flora.

Even setting aside commercial fishing and the timber industry, international trade in wildlife
remains a very lucrative business, estimated to be worth billions of dollars annually and to involve
more than 350 million plant and animal specimens every year. Unregulated international trade can
push threatened and endangered species over the brink, especially when combined with habitat
loss and other pressures.

CITES provides three regulatory options in the form of Appendices. Animals and plants listed in
Appendix I are prohibited from international commercial trade except in very special circumstances.



Appendix I contains about 530 animal species and a little more than 300 plant species, including all
the great apes, various big cats such as cheetahs, the snow leopard and the tiger, numerous birds
of prey, cranes and pheasants, all sea turtles, many species of crocodiles, tortoises and snakes,
and some cacti and orchids.

Commercial international trade is permitted for species listed in Appendix II, but it is strictly
controlled on the basis of CITES permits. This Appendix II covers over 4,460 animal species and
28,000 plant species, including all those primates, cats, cetaceans, parrots, crocodiles and orchids
not listed in Appendix I.

Finally, Appendix III includes species that are protected within the borders of a member
country. By including a species in Appendix III, a country calls on others to help it regulate trade in
the said species by making the issuance of a certificate of origin necessary to enter into trade. This
Appendix lists over 290 species.

CITES, then, does much more than regulating trade in large charismatic mammals. It sets up a
green certification system for non-detrimental wildlife trade (based on CITES permits and
certificates), combats illegal trade and related wildlife offences, promotes international cooperation,
and helps establish management plans so that range States can monitor and manage sustainably
CITES-listed species.

CITES requires each member State to adopt the necessary national legislation and to designate
a Management Authority that issues permits to trade. Governments must also designate a
Scientific Authority to provide scientific advice on imports and exports. These national authorities
are responsible for implementing CITES in close cooperation with Customs, wildlife enforcement,
police or similar agencies.

As the impact of trade on a population or a species increases or decreases, the species can be
added to the CITES Appendices, transferred from one Appendix to another, or removed from them.
These decisions are taken at the triennial CITES conferences and must be based on the best
biological information available and on an analysis of how different types of protection can affect
specific populations.

It is worth noting that when a species is transferred from Appendix I to Appendix II, its
protection has not necessarily been ‘downgraded’. Rather, it can be a sign of success that a species
population has grown to the point where trade may be possible with strict oversight. In addition,
by allowing a species to be commercially traded at sustainable levels, an Appendix-II listing can
actually improve protection by giving local people a greater incentive to ensure the species’
survival.

The CITES Secretariat produces recommendations on the proposals described above after
analysing them against the various listing criteria. These criteria relate to: trade (is the species
being actively traded? Is trade really the problem rather than, say, habitat destruction?); biology
(what is the scientific evidence that populations are declining or increasing?); and other technical
matters (e.g. has the proponent consulted thoroughly other range States?).



CITES meet begins today

MAYA MANSOUR

pona Delegates from 175 coun-
tries will participate in the 15th
Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES), which will start on
Saturday under the patronage
of the Depuly Emir and Heir
Apparent His Highness Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad al Thani.

Minister of Environment HE
Abdullah bin Mubarak bin
Aboud al Midhadhi will deliver
a keynote speech in the inaugu-
ration ceremony at  Hotel
Sheraton.

New measures will be dis-
cussed to conserve and manage
the bluefin tuna, elephant pop-
ulation and a wide range of
sharks, corals, reptiles, insects

and plants during the conven-
tion, which will concluded on
March 25.

Some countries propose to lift
CITES regulations on some of
the species.

The convention will discuss
over 40 proposals, many of which
reflect the growing international
concern aboul the accelerating
destruction of the world’s marine
and forest lives through excessive
fishing and killings, and the
potential impact of cimate
change on the biological
resources of the planet.

The UN General Assembly
has declared 2010 the interna-
tional year of biodiversity and
the CITES conference will be
one of the key occasions for the
governments o take action to

protect biodiversity.

Other issues on the agenda
include adoption of urgent
measures to tackle illegal trade
in tiger, rhinos and other
species that are on the brink of
extinction, addressing  the
potential impacts of CITES
measures on the livelihood of
the rural poor who are often on
the frontlines of using and man-
aging wildlife: and allocate sul-
ficient financial resources to
ensure that CITES goals are
fully achieved.

A substantial budget increase
will be necessary to ensure prop-
er implementation of the meas-
ures proposed for adoption in
Doha. The current annual budg-
el of the CITES Secretarial is
about US 35 million,
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Susan Millward from Animal welfarm institute, USA, and Etacl Mclennan, Pu]lcy Officer, Wildlife of Eumgrnup of Animals, with

polar bears during the CITES Conference in Doha yesterday.

CITES meet to discuss
timber-related issues

DOHA: Beyond the headline-grab-
bing propesals on bluefin tuna and
ivory trade, the largest wildlife trade
convention meeting this week will also
address several timber-related issues
- an often overlooked responsibility
of the Convention on International
Trade and Endangered Species of
Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES).

In a CITES mesting on Friday, Peru
was given a gix month ultimatum to
address critical issues over the illegal
mahogany trade. The CTTES Standing
Committee — the body that governs
the CITES betwesn conference of the
parties meetings - took the decision to
take this step following Peru's repeated
failure to manage effectively illegal

logging and trade in the valuable tim-
ber. CITES Parties will be discussing
timber, medicinal plants and agarwood
at the mesting tomorrow,

The timber-related trade - includ-
ing agarwood, an aromatic resin
extracted from certain tree species
~ig ially important in the Middle
East, where CITES governments are
meeting for the first time. Mahogany
is popular to make furniture all over
the world, while agarwood is used in
perfume-making in Middle Eastern
countries. “Trees account for the vast
bulk of wild plants in trade, yet only
three commercially important tim-
bar species are listed on CITES, of
which bigleaf mahogany is the most

- ABDUL BASIT

waluable,” said Colman O'Criodain,
Wildlife trade analyst, WWEF
International.

Six months from now, Peru must
have enacted legislation to regulate
the mahogany trade, implemented
a computerised tracking system for
mahogany and harmonised the dif-
ferent harvest and export quota
systems being used. Failure to meet
these requirements will result in the |
Standing Committes voting on a sus-
pension of mahogany exports from
Peru. Earlier, Peru rejected a recom-
mendation from the Committee that
it set a voluntary moratorium on its
mahogany exports.

THE PENINSULA



Japan to oppose
bluefin tuna han

Discussion of bluefin tuna included in CITES agenda

BY SATISH KANADY

DOHA: Any move to impose a blanket ban
on international commercial trade in Atlantic
bluefin tuna at the CITES meat would be
vehemently opposed by Japan, The country
would also lobby the parties of the interna-
tional Convention to oppose the ‘unrealistic’
move, a key member of Japanese delegation
told The Peninsula here yesterday.

“Enlisting a food product meant for daily
consumption in the endangered species is not
appropriate. We have set very clear crite-
rion for the baseline reduction in the catch”,
Masayoshi Mizuno (pietured), Director,
Global Environment Division, Ministry of
foreign Affairs, Japan said.

The tuna is a daily consumption food.
CITES is more into the protection of indig-
enous species. The very nature of Atlantic
bluefin tuna is against including in the ‘ban
list".. “Of course, there is depletion in the
stock. But it is not at an alarming rate as
propagated by the interest groups’.

But it is not at an alarming, The current
situation is not much reduced from the quali-
fying mark”, he added.

In faet Monaco's proposal came in October
last. But the international convention on
Atlantic Tuna held in November had sug-
gested to reduce the allowable catch to 40
percent and the allowable period to one month
from two months. Japan's fishing community
is really care about the dwindling stock. The
stock of Atlantic Tuna has been improved
considerably, The catch is stable. Japan's total
cateh of bluefin tuna during the year 2008 was
21,000 million metric tonnes. Instead of going
for a blanket ban on tuna, the international
community must come out with proposals for
management measures to improve the stock.

We also request
the European
Union to come
out with real-
istic proposals,
he said.

Mizuno said
Japan would
lobby  the
member coun-
tries to stand
with them
in the con-
ference and
expreossed con-
fidence that it
Can convinoce
the participating NGOs and parties of the
Convention to set aside the proposal. "It is
difficult to predict whether this conference
would include Atlantic bluefin tuna in the
appendix I. The discussion on bluefin tuna is
included on Thursday's agenda. If we fail to
reach on a consensus, the meet would leave
the issue to a working group. The working
Group may come out with a proposal in the
next few days", said Achim Steiner, Executive
Director, United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP).

CITES is likely to consider an appropriate
mechanism to address the issue in Doha meet.
The world has come to Doha with very seri-
ous proposal to consider. There is a general
acknowledgment to act on this, he said.

There is no doubt that tuna is in erisis. But
the discussion must be based on the science
and the efficacy of managing the situation.
We don't want this conference to become &
theatre of battle, but a platform for rational
decision, Steiner added.
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Bataille diplomatique autour des espéces menacées

LE MONDE | 12.03.10 | 15ha? «» Mis b jourla 13.03.10 | 18h59

Ramnmmuﬁrmdes parties de la Convention sur Je commerce international des espéces de
faune et de flore menacées d'extinetion (Cites) aura autant fait parler d'elle. Ce eoup de projecteur
tient, pour beaucoup, & la focalisation sur le thon rouge, esplee convaitbe et surpéchée dont le sort fait
I'ohjet d'une intense bataille diplomatique. Son commerce pourrait étre suspendu & I'occasion de cette
réunion, qui se tient & Doha (Qatar) du samedi 13 au jeudi 25 mars.

L'année internationale de la biodiversité, décrétée par les Nations unies en 2010, renforce encore
T'intérit pour la conflrence, Plus d'un tiers des espiees sauvages recensées par |'Union mondiale pour
la conservation de la nature (UICH) est menacé d'extinction. La communauté internationale g'est
engagée i stopper la destruction d'écosystémes indispensables & I'homme, sans succés jusqu'a
maintenant. Or la Cites est un des rares outils multilatéranx de protection de la nature ayant
démontré son efficacité. A tel point qu'elle apparait de plus en plus comme un recours,

L'chijectif de la convention, adaptie en 1973, est de s'assurer que le commerce international d'espéces
sauvages, qui génére des milliards de dollars de recettes chaque année et porte sar plus de 350 millions
de spécimens, ne menace par leur survie. "Chague four, nous consonmaons de la biodiversité pour
notre alimentation, notre mobilier, nos cosmétiques, nos vélements, nos bifowx, nos oljets d'art, notre
pharmacie, souligne Juan Vasquez, porte-parole du secrétariat de la Cites. La nofure est une
ressource renouvelable si on la gére bien, mais si on dépasse les limites, on provogue des extinctions.”

Pour endiguer be phénoméne, chacun des 175 Etats parties dela Cites peut, tous les trofs ans, proposer
dintégrer une ou plusieurs espéoes & l'une des annexes de la convention. L'annexe I est réservée aux
animaux et végitaux menacés de disparition imminente. 5i la proposition est votée 4 la majorité des
deux tiers, le commerce international en est interdit, Les espéees surexploitées, sans étre en danger
critique, sont proposées 4 l'annexe IT. Leur commerce est autorist, mais les Etats doivent fournir des
certificats garantissant qu'elles ont été prélevées légalement et qu'elles ne sont pas surexploitées.

Quelgque 33 000 espitces sont avjourdhui classées, dont moins d'un millier & I'annexe I, qui inelut
grands singes, éléphants, guépards, tigres, tortues, oiseaux de proie, crocodiles, cactées, orchidées... Le
systdme a fait ses preaves. Linterdiction du commerce international de l'ivoire, en 1989, a é1é un
moment historique pour la Cites. Sans cette convention, il n'y aurait sans doute plus 4 la surface du
globe ni éléphants, ni tigres, ni rhinocéros, ni tortues marines.., g

"OUTIL LE PLUS PUISSANT"

"Clest l'outil le plus puissant pour protéger la biodiversité, commente Lucien Chabason, directeur
déképué de 'Institut du développement durable et des relations internationales (Tddri). D'abord parce
que la Cites utilise l'arme commerciale. Ensuite paree qu'slle fonctionne d la majorité et non a
lunanimité, Un Erat ne peut donc bloquer une déeision. Enfin, elle o su assurer lamise en ocuvre de
se% décisions, grice & la mobilisation des services douaniers dans les ports et les aéroports.”

"Contrairement d la Convention sur la diversité biologique de 1992, qui five des oljectifs géndraux et
Jfait appel au volontariat des Etals, sans réel débouché, la Cites prend des décisions concrétes qu'elle
fait appliquer”, renchérit Sébastien Moncorps, directeur du comité frangais de I'UICN, 8i un Etat

n'applique pas correctement ane décision, il peut Btre sanctionné par une interdiction totale du

commerce des espéees listées.

En raison de cette efficacité, le champ couvert par la Cites grandit, Historiguement centrée sur les
animaux et plantes emblématiques, elle 'étend aujourdhui & des espéces exploitées commercialement

& grande échelle, comme les espboes marines et certaines essences de bois, que d'autres systémes de
& priserver la ressource qui a poussé certains Etats & se tourner vers la Cites. Résultat : des intéréts

économiques de plus en plus puissants entrent en scéne, et le jeu diplomatique se tend.

Ce bilan positif ne doit pas ceeulter plusieurs limites, Les Etats peuvent, en émettant une "réserve”, ne
pas appliquer une décision - méme 81l leur faut alors assumer les risques politigues d'une telle déeision,
notamment une pression accroe des écologistes. De plas, la Cites ne réglemente pas le commerce
intérieur, qui est auss une cause majeure d'extinction.

Surtout, en l'absence de moyens propres, son application sur le termain repose sur lengagement des
Etats i faire appliquer les contriles et 3 lutter contre le braconnage, qui reste une menace
considérable. Ces carences expliguent pourquoi le tigre d Asie ou le rhinocéros, entre autres, sont
toujours menacés, malgré leur inscription 4 l'annexe 1.

Enfin, la Cites est loin de couvrir les multiples causes de 'érosion de la biodiversité. "Elle ne traite ni la
réduction des habitats, ni l'ntroduction d'espéces invasives, ni la pollution, ni le réchayffement
climatique, explique Colman 0'Cricdain, du Fonds mondial pour la nature (WWF). Ce n'est pas son
rile."

*La Cites fonctionne bien aussi parce qu'elle porte sur un objet limité", vbserve M. Chabagon, pour qui
ses succes réels "ne dofvent pas faive éoran d l'ampleur de la régression du vivant, qui demande une
mobilisation aéndrale®.



China hoost
on eve of
Doha meet

1,500 to attend CITES conference

BY SATISH KANADY

DOHA: The 15th triennial
meeting of the Convention
on the International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES) opens
here today on a positive note with
Chinese traditional medicine pro-
ducers deciding to stop the use of
tiger bone as an ingredient.

Tllegal trade in Asian big cat
products is a key issue to be
debated in the nearly two-week
sumnmit. China is among the 175
countries that are signatories to
this international treaty govern-
ing wildlife trade.

The important development
on the eve of the CITES meet
has been hailed by various NGOs
involved in the protection of
endangered fauna and flora.

The Wild Fauna and Flora
International (WWZF) and the
wildlife trade monitoring net-
work TRAFFIC eongratulated
the World Federation of Chinese
Medicine Societies’ (WFCMS)
statement urging its members
not to use tiger bone or any other
parts from endangered wildlife,
here yesterday.

“CITES governments should
be encouraged by this statement
and uss the opportunity they have
at this meeting to pass measures,
that if properly enforced, can help
put an end to tiger trade,” Dr
Colman O'Criodain, Wildlife trade
analyst of WWF International
said in Doha.

He also called on all WFCMS
members to promote tiger con-
servation and encourage them to
abide by all relevant international
and national regulations on wild-
life trade.

The increased attention on the
Atlantic bluefin tuna and other
marine life by the 175-nation
Convention tops the ambitious

agenda of meetings beginning
here today. The conference is
also expected to take up issues
ranging from combating elephant
poaching for ivory in Africa to
proposals to ban trade in polar
bear skins and parts.

And less-known species such
as the spiny-tailed iguanas of
Mexico and Central America and
the spectacular Dynastes satanas
beetle of Latin America — both
prized by collectors — will be
discussed.

Ower 1,600 delegates represent-
ing more than 170 governments,
indigenous people, non-govern-
mental organisations and busi-
nesses are attending the world
conference,

Bluefin tuna, elephant popula-
tions and & wide range of sharks,
corals, polar bears, reptiles, insects
and plants are on the agenda,

CITES Secretary-General
Willem Wijnstekers, thanked
Qatar for hosting the meeting and
noted that existing and new chal-
lenges require increased political
support for the 35-year old treaty
to match present day demands.

Wijnstekers congratulated the
member states for the many con-
servation successes during these
years but warned that more needs
to be done.

*“Wa do not want to risk letting
down the developing world in its
struggle to ensure that trade in
wild fauna and flora is conducted
legally and sustainably,” he said.

Many of the 42 proposals on
the table reflect growing inter-
national concern about the rapid
destruction of the world's marine
and forest ecosystems through
pver-fishing and excessive log-
ging, and the potential impacts of
climate change on the biclogical
resources of the planet.
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NGOs at GITES
hail tiger hone

ban by Beijing

Meeting to take up issue of poaching

DOHA: As1bth edition of triennial
Convention on the International
Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) is
got to open here today, & positive
note has emerged from Beijing,
Chinese medicine societies yes-
terday announced its decision not
to use tiger bones as ingredient to
the traditional medicines,

Mlegal trade in Asian big cat prod-
uets is a key issue to be debated in
the nearly two-weak summit. China
is among the 175 countries that are
mignatories to this international
treaty governing wildlife trade,

The important development
on the eve of the CITES meet
has been hailed by various NGOs
involved in the protection of
endangered fauna and flora,

The Wild Fauna and Flora
International (WWF) and the
wildlife trade monitoring networlk
traffic congratulated the World
Fadaration of Chinese Medicine
Societies’ (WFCOMS) statement
urging its members not to use
tiger bone or any other parts
from endangered wildlife, here
yesterday.

“CITES governments should
be encouraged by this statement
and use the opportunity they have
at this meeting to pass measures,
that if properly enforced, can help
put an end to tiger trade," said Dr
Colman O'Criodain, Wildlife trade
analyst, WWPF International in
Dioha.

He also called on all WFCMS'
members to promote tiger con-
servation and encourages them to
abide by all relevant international
and national regulations on wild-
life trade.

The increased attention on the
Atlantic bluefin tuna and other
marine life by the 176-nation
Convention tops the ambitious

agenda for niearly two woeks of

meetings beginning Saturday in
Doha.

The conference is also expected
to take up issues ranging from
combating elephant poaching for
vory in Africa to proposals to ban
trade in polar bear skins and parts.
And less-known species such as
the spiny-tailed iguanas of Mexico
and Central America and the spec-
tacular Dynastes satanas beetle of
Latin America — both prized by
collectors — will be discussed.

Over 1500 delegates represent-
ing more than 170 governmonts,
indigenous peoples, non-govern-
mental organisations and busi-
nessos are attending the world
conferance, Bluefin tuna, elephant
populations and a wide range of
gharks, corals, polar bears, rep-
tiles, insects and plants are on
the agenda for the two week
meeting.

CITES Becretary General
Willern Wijnstekers, thanked
Qatar for hosting the meeting
and noted that existing and new
challenges require increased
political support for the 35-year
old treaty to match present day
demands. Wijnstekers congratu-
lated the member States for the
many conservation successes dur-
ing these years but warned that
more needs to be done. *We do
not want to risk letting down the
developing world in its struggle to
ensure that trade in wild fauna
and flora is conducted legally and
sustain ably”, he said.

Many of the 42 proposals on
the table reflect growing inter-
national coneern about the rapid
destruction of the world's marine
and forest ecosystems through
over fishing and excessive log-
ging, and the potential impacts of
climate change on the biclogical
resources of the planet,

: - THE PENINSULA
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PRESS RELEASE

Scientists meet in Doha to discuss global trade in timber
and wild plants

Top on the agenda mahogany, cedar, ramin, candelilla, agarwood, Guaiacum
and other plants valued for their wood, medicinal, ornamental or other qualities

Doha, 14 March 2010 — Top experts attending the ongoing meeting of the triennial general
assembly of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES) will consider how best to regulate trade in wild plants and products such as musical
instruments, cancer medicines, lipsticks, emulsions, polishes, gums, cosmetics, perfumes and many
other products containing wild plants protected by CITES.

The world summit will discuss new measures to trace the legal origin of timber entering
international markets and ensure the sustainable harvesting of mahogany and other precious
timbers. The neotropical populations of the bigleaf mahogany (Swietenia macrophyila) are listed on
CITES Appendix II, which requires that shipments of this timber be accompanied by a CITES
export permit. Admired for its high quality, beauty and durability, mahogany is made into luxury
furniture, boats, expensive panelling, musical instruments and other products. One cubic metre of
big-leaf mahogany can fetch over USD 1,000 on the international market and one tree alone can
produce more than USD 100,000 worth of high-quality furniture. The bigleaf mahogany thrives in
dry tropical forests ranging from southern Mexico to the Amazon basin. It can grow to 70 m, with
an average height of 30-40 m, and trunks can reach 3.5 m in diameter.

The mahogany range has become fragmented, many populations have declined dramatically
and the building of access roads for mahogany lumbering has encouraged broader deforestation.
Populations have declined by over 70 % in Central America since 1950 and the species is already
reported to be commercially extinct in El Salvador, Costa Rica and parts of South America. The
other two species of Latin American mahogany — the Cuban mahogany (Swietenia mahagoni) and
Honduras mahogany (Swietenia humilis) — are also now commercially extinct. Today, the major
natural stands of the bigleaf mahogany are in Brazil, Bolivia and Peru. Plantations have been
established in Fiji and other countries, but the CITES listing does not apply to them.

The leading importers of this wood are the United States — which alone accounts for some
80 % of the entire market — the Dominican Republic, the United Kingdom and Spain. The
Appendix-II listing enables importing nations to better assist export nations with checking the
legality of shipments and ensuring that the mahogany trade is fully transparent.

The CITES member States will also discuss the merits of removing the controls for lipsticks and
other products containing candelilla ( Euphorbia antisyphilitica). These products are traded in
enormous quantities through a complex supply chain. Relaxing the current controls on finished
products containing candelilla would allow enforcement officers to focus on the smuggling of illegal
timber and other endangered plants from their natural habitats.

International Environment House ¢ CITES Secretariat, Press Service, Chemin des Anémones * CH-1219 Chatelaine, Geneva *
Tel: +41 (22) 917 81 56 « Fax: +41 (22) 797 34 17 « Email: juan.vasquez@cites.org * Web: http://www.cites.org



Euphorbia antisyphilitica is a shrubby plant whose natural range extends from the southwest of
the United States (New Mexico and Texas) to Mexico, having densely clustered stems that yield the
multipurpose candelilla wax. Its distinctive properties make it an essential raw material in a wide
array of cosmetics (especially lipsticks), inks, dyes, adhesives, coatings, emulsions, polishes,
pharmaceutical products and gum base. Candelilla wax is also used as separation agent or mould
in the production of candles, chocolates, cakes and jellies.

To date, Mexico seems to be the only country exporting candelilla wax. However, some of the
wax is exported to the United States, from where traders re-export it to Europe or the Far East,
sometimes without the mandatory CITES re-export certificates.

Other issues on the agenda include the adoption of measures to protect 14 species from
Madagascar, agarwood, Guaiacum and other plants. It will also address the potential impacts of
CITES measures on the livelihoods of the rural poor, those on the frontlines of using and managing
forests and wild plants.

Note to journalists: For more information, contact Juan Carlos Vasquez at +974-4175621 or
+974-5692804 (cell), or juan.vasquez@cites.org




170 nations
take part in
CITES meet

MAYA MANSOUR
DOHA

THE 15th Convention on
International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES) was
inaugurated on Saturday by
Minister of Environment HE
Abdullah bin Mubarak bin
Aaboud al Midhadhi, at the Doha
Sheraton, on Saturday.

Some 1,500 delegates, repre-
senting more than 170 countries,
indigenous peoples, non-govern-
mental organisations and busi-
nesses were present at the inaugu-
ration. Bluefin tuna, elephant pop-
ulations, sharks, corals, polar
bears, reptiles, insects and plants

role in saving animals from extine-
tion, including the Arabian Orvx.
It was re-settled in natural
reserves, and now it is deemed to
have the biggest Oryx herds in the
Arab world”,

“The CITES convention has had
a considerable influence in keep-
ing these species from getting
extinet, by holding conferences,
enacting laws, and adopting poli-
ries that strike a balance between
environment and development,”
the minister added.

CITES Secretarv-General
Willerm  Wijnstekers  thanked
Qatar for hosting the meeting and
noted that existing and new chal-
lenges require increased political
support for the 35-vear-old treaty

are at the top of the
agenda for the meet- —
ing which will con- |
tinue for two weeks, |
Al Midhadhi was
joined by United

i

to match present-
day demands.
Wijnstekers  con-
gratulated the mem-
ber States for the
many conservation
08 successes  during

| “igy these years but

M ations
Environment T
Program (UNEP)

Executive Director
Archim Steiner and

Eco driixé

warned that more
needs to be done.
“We do not want

CITES Secretary- — TRADE IN ENDANGERED to risk letting down
General  William  sPEciEs the developing world
Wiinstekers, in its struggle to

In his inaugural speech, al ensure that trade i

Midhadhi said, "We are very
proud to host this important con-
ference, which is being held in the
Middle East for the first time, ] am
confident that this conference will
achieve its aims through the coop-
eration and efforts of the member
states of the convention™.

He pointed out that the impor-
tance of the convention was main-
taining the enviranmental balance
of the wild species, by keeping
them in their natural habitat,

“Qatar that ranks in Category A
in the International Classification
of CITES member states, has a
responsibility to preserve such
distinction. Qatar has played a big

n wild fauna and flora is conducted
legally and sustainably”, he said.

Many of the 42 proposals on the
table reflect growing international
concern about the accelerating
destruction of the world’s marine
and forest ecosystems through
overfishing and excessive logging,
and the potential impacts of cli-
mate change on the biological
resources of the planet, The UN
General Assembly has declared
2010 the international vear of bio-
diversity and the CITES
Conference will be one of the key
occasions governments have this
vear to take action to protect bio-
diversity.



US to push

hard

for ban on Atlantic

bluefin tuna

By Bonnle James
Deputy Mews Editor

he US “intends to

try very hard” to get

a ban on all interna-
tignal commercial trade of
Atlantic bluefin tuna, a sen-
ior official told Gulf Times
yesterday.

A proposal to save the
highly prized and “overhar-
vested”  “sushi-sashimi”

will be hotly de-

bated at the ongoing CITES

conference with the US

and Japan leading the rival
ks.

“Though we have fisher-
men who will be very af-
fected with a ban, we be-
leve we should not lose a
species that is important to
the whole world!" deputy
assistant secretary for fish
and wildlife and parks, Jane
Lyder stated.

The official, who is lead-
ing the US delegation to the
15th Conference of Parties
of the CITES here in Doha,
asserted that the blusfin
tuna is eligible for Appendix
I, the highest level of pro-
tection offered by the con-
vention.

The most endangered
species of plants and amni-
mals, including the tiger,
mountain gorilla and all sea
turtles, are on Appendix I.

"We have a good amount
of support, we are still
counting votes and looking

Jane Lyder: "We believe we should not lose a species.’

at what the chances are”
said Lyder who is engaged
in hectie consultations with
representatives from vari-
ous countries.

In all, 175 nations are par-
ties to CITES and their del-
egations are attending the
conference which runs un-
til March 25 at the Sheraton
Doha.

“Our viewpoint is that
someday the Japanese
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren will be eat-
ing bluefin tuna if we can
ensure its long-term viabil-
ity and make it a sustainable
fishery;" the US official ob-
served.

Lyder expressed hope that
an Appendix I listing under
CITES would pave the way
for a restoration of the stock

of the dwindling species.

Current population in-
formation for the species
shows it meets the biologi-
cal criteria for listing in Ap-
pendix 1.

In the Atlantic Ocean,
bluefin tuna are managed
as two separate stocks - an
Eastern Atlantic and Medi-
terranean, and a Wastern.

The Eastern Atlantic and
Mediterranean stock of the
Atlantic bluefin tuna has
declined steeply during the
last decade,

Based on  estimated
catches, scientists esti-
mated the spawning stock
biomass in 2007 to be 78,724
metric tons, This contrasts
with the biomass peak of
1955, at 305,136 metric tons.

The decline over the 50-

trade

year historical period rang-
ing from 1955 to 2007 is es-
timated at 74.2%, the bulk
of which (60.9%%:) took place,
during the last 10 years.

The Western Atlantic
spawning stock has declined
by 82.4% from 49,482 met-
ric tons in 1970 to 8,603
metric tons in 2007,

During the past decade,
the Western stock has sta-
bilised at a very low popu-
lation level. Many experts
correlate this stabilisation
to adoption of rigorous
science-based catch quo-
tas and other management
measures together with ef-
fective monitoring and en-
forcement.

Such measures ensured
strict compliance by the US
fleet with the guidelines of
the International Commis-
sion for the Conservation of
Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT).

“In Movember last year,
there was a meeting of 1C-
CAT, they took some un-
precedented steps to protect
bluefin tuna, but they did
not go as far as we felt they
needed to go to avoid a list-
ing. We are still concerned
about the quotas they set for
2010 and are still concerned
about enforcement,” Lyder
added.

Tom Strickland, assistant
secretary of the interior for
fish and wildlife and parks,
is expected to arrive in Qa-
tar next week to lead the US
delegation at CTTES.



Oceana calls for
fishing norms

By Nolmot Olaylwela
Staff Reporter

ceand, an interna-

tional organisation

focusing solely on
ocean conservation, yes-
terday reiterated its de-
cision to follow through
the Monaco proposal to
enlist the Atlantic bluefin
tuna on Appendix I of the
Convention on the In-
ternational Trade in En-
dangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Floral (CITES).

“Oceana is strongly in
support of the Monaco
proposal to put the Atlan-
tic bluefin tuna on CITES's
Appendix T and we will be
meeting with representa-
tives of delegates person-
ally and explaining with
them the reasons for the
proposal and our support
that these species are not
just in trouble, they are
being threatened with ex-
tinction," Oceana senior
campaign director Dawvid
Allison told Gulf Times.

He said the proposal
was a very important one
for the conservation of the
tuna specle as its popula-
tion in the Atlantic Ocean
has drastically declined by
between 80-85%.

“What has happened
with the bluefin tuna wasa
management failure at the
regional level because the
trade was not adequately
managed so much so that
the actual catch for 2007
was four times more than
the quota that was set be-
cause of the black market
and unreported fishing”
he recalled.

Allison called for a re-
gional body that would be

saddled with the respon-
sibilities of managing the
bluefin tuna fisheries for
the international market.
BCITES is really the
last best chance to have a
sustainable population of
bluefin tuna in the future
and getting a CITES des-
ignation is very difficult
as there are rigid rules that
must be addressed in or-
der to get species listed on
CITES appendix;” he said,
While acknowledging
that Japan has succeeded
in making the tuna omne
of the premier and most
important fishfood in the
world, he lamented that
the demand has greatly
outstripped supply.

SN

However, he said with
a CITES regulation, the
international trade in the
fish will be prohibited but
the domestic production
will still be there for the
concerned countries to
use and sell tuna within
their own countries.

Conversely, he said the
Japanese did not want
to allow an international
body to manage the trade
in a species that was fetch-
ing them so much money.

Apart from the blue-
fin tuna, Oceana has also
come tothe CITES confer-
ence to garner support for
the inclusion of sea corals

and sharks in CITES Ap-
pendix 11 to protect them
from over-exploitation.
“Oceana has  been
working on the bloefin
tuna, sharks and sea cor-
als preservation for more
than 10 wyears. We want
to reinforce and reassure
s0 many countries that
we believe have received
s0me misinformation
about the impact of desig-
nating these species in the
CITES appendix,” he said.
“Oceana  inftiated a
campaign in the Mediter-
ranean in the US to pro-
tect the deep sea corals
from bottom trawlers that
is scrapping and killing
them. Mow organisations

are saying if there is go-
ing to be trade there must
assurances that the corals
are going to be taken care
of over a long period of
time" he maintained.

He added that the in-
chision of sharks and cor-
als in CITES document
will prevent similar sce-
nario being faced con-
cerning the bluefin tuna.

“The sharks had no
management at all and
what we are asking for is
8 management as being
done for fisheries. If you
take a population down to
avery low level, they may
never be able to rebuild "




Activists contest
Japanese claim

B]'I-'r-'ll'iﬂlhﬂﬂl

apan claims it does not
ﬁsh for Atlantic blue-
fin tuna, a proposed
on the commercial
trade of which is a key is-
sue at the CITES confer-
ence, but environmental
activists challenge it.

The ban iz being con-
tested by Japan, which
imports  approximately
759 of the world's annual
biuefin catch for use in
fresh sushi and sashimi.

Gulf Times spoke to
Toshikazu Miyamoto, at-
tending the conference
as the representative of a
coalition of Japanese fish-
eries.

“We promote sustain-
able fishing " he sald, “and
Japan does not fish for At-
lantic bluefin tuna, we im-
port from Mediterranean
countries”

This claim was contest -
ed by a representative of
Greenpeace International,

Oliver Knowles, who said:
“We believe that there is
a Japanese fishing fleet in
the western Atlantic!

Birgith Sloth from Den-
mark also told Gulf Times
that there is a Japanese
fleet fishing for bluefin in
Eurcpean waters.

The Danish repre-
sentative for CITES for
17 years, joining only two
years after it was set up in
1675, and continuing until
1994, she now works as an
independent consultant in
biodiversity.

Knowles stated that
the stocks of the northern
bluefin tuna are decimat-
ed: latest figures indicate
80% of the species has
been fished out.

“Even if fishing stopped
tomorrow it'd be very hard
for the species to recover
to its criginal levels" he
said while asserting that
the species deserved a
slot on Appendix 1, which
would mean a complete
ban on international trade
in bluefin.

“We know that the
Japanese are lobbying
hard and are telling other
countries that a displaced
Furopean fishing fleet
would be a big threat to
fish stocks in developing
nations. This is nonsense,
it's not the case at all that
there would be a spare
fishing fleet looking for
something to fish! If the
tuna fleet was stopped
from fishing in the Medi-
terranean and Atlantic it
would simply be decom-
missioned and down-
sized)

Sloth explained that
the population of Atlantic
bluefin tuna in the west-
ern Atlantic is now only
15-185% of what it was be-
fore commercial exploita-
tion.

Mowadays the fish-
ing is concentrated in the
Eastern Atlantic and the
Mediterranean, and that
population has been re-
duced by 829 over the last
40 years. “The situation is
critical ! she added.
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GITES gives Peru six months to
curb illegal mahogany logging

DOHA: Peru was given a six
month ultimatum to address crit-
ical issues over the illegal mahog-
any trade at the CITES meeting.
The CITES Standing Committee
- the body that governs CITES
betwesn conference of the par-

ties meetings — took the decision
to take this step following Peru's

repeated failure to manage effec-
tively illegal logging and trade in
the valuable timber.

Six months from now, Peru
must have enacted legislation
to regulate the mahogany trade,
implemented a computerised
tracking system for mahogany
and harmonised the different

harvest and export quota systems
being used. Failure to meet these
requirements will result in the
Standing Committee voting
on a suspension of mahogany
exports from Peru. “Peru argues
that it exports less than a fifth
of the mahogany it did a decade
ago, but that's not because
they've cut down on the

trade through better
management, it's bacause
they've plundered their
forests of the resource”
said Bernardo Ortiz,
Director of TRAFFIC
South America.
“Years of
mismanagement in Peru's
mahogany trade aras
making an international
ban an inevitable
outeome. But the reality
is it is too little too
late given mahogany is
effectively commercial
extinet in Peru already.”
Earlier, Peru rejected a
recommendation from
the Committes that it set
a voluntary meoratorium
on its mahogany exports.
CITES Parties will be
discussing further timber,
medicinal plants and
agarwood at the meeting.
Agarwood - An
aromatic resin found in
certain tree species - is
especially important in
the Middle East, where
CITES governments are
meeting for the first time.
Mahogany is popular
to make furniture all
aver the world. “Trees
account for the vast bulk
of wild plants in trade, yet
only three commercially
important timber species
are listed on CITES, of
which bigleaf mahogany
is the most wvaluable,”
said Colman O'Criodain,
Wildlife trade analyst,
WWF International.
Other timber proposals
that CITES governments
will consider at this
conference include
Brazilian rosewocod and
holy wood (also known
as palc santo), both of
which are also valued for
their oils by the cosmeties
industry.
THE PENINSULA
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Panel on ‘Timber, essences and other flora products in international trade’ addressing the media on the second

day of CITES meet yesterday.
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CITES to consider steps to
protect precious timbers

DOHA: Top experts attend-
ing the ongoing meeting of the
Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)
will consider how best to regulate
trade in wild plants and products
guch as musical instruments, can-
cer medicines, lipsticks, emul-
gions, polishes, gums, cosmetics,
perfumes, and many other prod-
ucts containing wild plants pro-
tected by CITES.

The world summit will discuss
new measures to ensure the sus-
tainable harvesting of mahogany
and other precious timbers. The
neo-tropical populations of the
bigleaf mahogany (Swietenia
macrophylla) are listed on CITES
AppendixIl, which requires that
ghipments of this timber be
accompanied by a CITES export
permit.

Admired for its high quality,
beauty and durability, mahogany
is made into luxury furniture,

boats, expensive paneling, musi-
cal instruments and other prod-
uets. One cubic metre of big-leaf
mahogany can fetch over $1,000
on the international market and
one tree alone can produce more
than $100,000, worth of high-
quality furniture. The bigleaf
mahogany thrives in dry tropi-
cal forests ranging from southern
Mexico to the Amazon

Basin. It can grow to T0m, with
an average height of 30-40m,
and trunks can reach 3.5 m in
diameter, The mahogany range
has become fragmented, many
populations have declined dra-
matically and the building of
acceas roads for mahogany lum-
bering has encouraged broader
deforestation.

Populations have declined
by over 70 percent in Central
America sinee 1950 and the species
is already reported to be commer-
cially extinct in El Salvador, Costa
Rica and part- f South America.

The other two species of Latin
American mahogany (Swietenia
mahagoni) and Honduras mahog-
any (Swietenia humilis}-are also
now commercially extinet. Today,
the major natural sands of the
bigleaf mahogany are in Brazil,
Bolivia and Peru. Plantations have
heen established in Fiji and other
countries, but the CITES listing
does not apply to them.

The leading importers of this
wood are the US-which alone
accounts for some 80 percent of
the entire market- the Dominican
Republie, the United Kingdom
and Spain. )

The Appendix-II listing ‘enables
importing nations to better assist
export nations with checking the
legality of shipments and ensuring
that the mahogany trade is fully
transparent. The CITES mem-
ber States will also discuss the
merits of removing the controls
for lipsticks and other products.

THE PENINSULA




Agarwood needs
protection: Expert

Popularly known as Oudh, the aromatic wood faces depletion threat

BY HUDA NV

DOHA: GCC countries should
take the right choice immedi-

ately to protect the depleting

(Oudh) resources. The
Agarwood trade industry with its
billion dollar value is in high need
for proper management for its
sustainable continuation, accord-
ing to an expert.

*The CITES conference here
is an important turning point
for the Agarwood conservation
and trade as some of the major
consumers are in the region,”
said James Compton, Asia-
Pacific Programme Coordinator,
Traffic- a wildlife trade monitor-
ing network.

*There should be a collabora-
tive management between both
the consumer counties and the
producers. If consumer countries
like GCC states, Taiwan, Japan
and others make the right choice
and commitment now, a long
lasting change will happen. Else,
if something is not done in five
years the chance for a sustain-
able trade is very low,” he told The
Peninsula.

Agarwood or Oudh as it is
popularly known here is an
aromatic wood that is at the
threat of depletion in the wild.
In 1995, one species of
was listed in CITES Appendix IT,
which means that trade may con-
tinue, but a CITES export permit
is required. Later in 2004, all the
Agarwood species were also added
to the list.

Although overall trade volumes
of the wood may appear small in
‘timber trade' terms, they are
not small in monetary terms.
Agarwood chips and segments
may sell for several hundred
to several thousand dollars per
kilogramme. In Qatari market,

James Compton, Asia-Pacific Programme Coordinator of Traffic, a wildlife
trade monitoring network, speaking to The Peninsula.

18 grammes of the wood can cost
QR500. The wood is mainly used
to make customary perfume and
for other cultural purposes in
the region. The demand for the
wood is high due to its medieinal,
religious, cultural, aromatic value
through out the world, mainly
within Asia.

“The trade history of the
wood goes back to centuries, and
hence there is a huge misman-
agement as it doesn't look into
having trade systemn which can
ensure the conservation of the
Agarwood reserves. This is a key
CITES issue.” Also the quality
and guantity of the Agarwood
from the wild is going down due
to extreme exploitation. At the
same time in the past ten years
suddenly a boom in domestic
harvesting. "People are looking
to make money out of this kind
of harvesting; hence that is also

another challenge for CITES to
differentiate between wild and
the domestic species,"he said

Consumer countries including
Qatar should work together with
the producers to ensure Agarwood
industry which encourages legal
and sustainable trade and curb
black market.

The flora and fauna now are
heavily influenced by human
intervention so one cannot just
wash hands leaving everything
to the nature, “There should be
a system in which the consumer
country supports the produc-
ers. Commitment is needed from
consumer country to protect the
resources, rather than leaving
responsibility. If the culture of use
is to be made sustainable, then the
consumers -both individuals and
authorities - should take charge
of the resource management.”

THE PENINSULA
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CITES to discuss initiatives to dismantle criminal networks
involved in tiger and rhino poaching

Doha, 15 March 2010 — Delegates and enforcement experts attending the CITES summit in
Qatar will discuss this week the perilous state of tigers in the wild and the nature of poaching and
illegal trade in tigers. The CITES Secretariat, in conjunction with INTERPOL, is calling for countries
to submit information about crime against tigers, so that it can be analysed and effective anti-
poaching strategies developed.

In the early 1900s, tigers were found throughout Asia and numbered over 100,000. Current
estimates indicate that less than 3,200 of these remain in the wild. Tigers are today primarily
poached for their skins but almost every part of a tiger's body can be used for decorative or
traditional medicinal purposes. Most tigers are now restricted to small pockets of habitat, with
several geographical populations literally teetering on the brink of extinction.

The CITES community will learn of progress being made by the Global Tiger Initiative, a
partnership of governments, international agencies and non-governmental organizations, who are
working collaboratively to save the tiger. The Initiative’s next major event will be in Vladivostok,
Russian Federation, in September 2010, when Prime Minister Putin will host a meeting of heads-of-
state to commit political will for tiger conservation.

It is almost four decades since the world realized that tiger humbers were falling alarmingly.
Between the 1970s and 2010, governments and the conservation community spent tens of millions
of dollars trying to save this magnificent animal. Millions of dollars, euros, pounds, rupees and
yuans continue to be spent.

“If we use tiger numbers as a performance indicator”, says CITES Secretary-General Willem
Wijnstekers, “then we must admit that we have failed miserably and that we are continuing to fail.
How have we let this happen? Although the tiger has been prized throughout history, and is a
symbol of incredible importance in many cultures and religions, it is now literally on the verge of
extinction. 2010 is the Chinese Year of the Tiger and the International Year of Biodiversity; this
must be the year in which we reverse the trend. If we don't, it will be to our everlasting shame.”

Aside from its significance as a ‘flagship’ species, the tiger is also a marvellous indicator of the
health of our forests. Falling tiger numbers also ring an alarm bell in relation to loss of habitat,
human encroachment into important areas of biodiversity and wilderness, conflict between tigers,
humans and livestock and wildlife crime.

Protected from international commercial trade through its listing in Appendix I of the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), tigers
still suffer significantly from illegal trade. They are poached for their skins and body parts, which
are used for decorative and traditional medicine purposes.

International Environment House ¢ CITES Secretariat, Press Service, Chemin des Anémones * CH-1219 Chatelaine, Geneva *
Tel: +41 (22) 917 81 56 « Fax: +41 (22) 797 34 17 « Email: juan.vasquez@cites.org * Web: http://www.cites.org



Delegates at CITES CoP15 will also consider the escalation of rhino poaching and the
approaches to fight criminal networks involved in the increasing illegal trade in their horns in parts
of Africa and Asia. Whereas the tiger is suffering from threats such as loss of habitat and tiger
numbers have been steadily declining, this is not the case for rhinoceroses. The early- and mid-
1990s saw rhino numbers grow encouragingly in many of its range States. There were dramatic
recoveries and poaching of this animal became fairly infrequent.

However, in the mid-2000s, rumours emerged that rhinoceros horn could stave off cancer or
halt its spread in people suffering from the disease. Rhinos in countries such as India, South Africa,
Nepal and Zimbabwe now appear to be killed by organized crime groups that control the smuggling
of rhino horns to the far east of Asia, where they are sold on the black market for thousands and
thousands of dollars.

South Africa and Zimbabwe have seen dramatic increases in rhino poaching in the past
2-3 years, where over 300 animals are estimated to have been illegally killed. The ‘shoot to kill’
policy adopted by some governments in Africa does not seem to be deterring poachers and one
national park store was even robbed at gunpoint, so that horns removed by park staff from rhinos
that had died naturally could be stolen.

CITES calls upon its partners, such as INTERPOL, the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime, and the World Customs Organization to join it in this war against organized crime that seeks
to rape the world’s natural resources.

Note to journalists: For more information, contact Juan Carlos Vasquez at +974-4175621 or
+974-5692804 (cell), or juan.vasquez@cites.org




Regulate trade of
wild plants: Experts

RAJESH MISHRA
DOHA

EXPERTS attending the triennial
general assembly of the Convention
on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Flora
and Fauna (CITES) will hold dis-
cussions on how to regulate trade in
wild plants and products, such as
musical instruments, medicines for
cancer, lipsticks, emulsions, polish-
es, gums, cosmetics and perfumes,
which contain wild plants protected
by CITES.

Addressing a press conference on
the sidelines of the 15th Conference
for the Parties on Sunday, the
experts said that the world summit
would also mull over new measures
to trace the legal origin of timber
entering international markets and
ensure sustainable harvesting of
mahogany and other precious
wood.

Speaking on the oceasion, Milena
Sosa  Schmidt from CITES
Secretariat said, “The neo-tropical
populations of the big leaf
mahogany (swietenia macrophylla)
are listed on CITES appendix 2,
which requires that shipments of
this timber be accompanied by a
CITES export permit. Admired for
its high quality, beauty and durabil-

ity, mahogany is used to make luxu-
ry furniture, boats, expensive pan-
elling, musical instruments and
some other valuable products.”
One cubic metre of big leaf
mahogany can fetch over $1,000 in
the international market and one
tree alone can produce more than
$100,000 worth of high-quality fur-
niture. The big leaf mahogany
thrives in dry tropical forests rang-

Protect timber

Eco conference

The major natural
forests of big leaf
mahogany today are
in Brazil, Peru and
Bolivia. The leading
importers of this
wood are the US,

UK and Spain.

ing from southern Mexico to the
Amazon basin. It can grow to 70
metres with an average height of
20-40 metres and trunks that can
reach 3.5 metres in diameter,

Steve Johnson from International
Tropical Timber Organisation
(ITTO) said, “The big leaf

mahogany range has become frag-
mented as many populations have
declined dramatically and the
building of access roads for
mahogany lumbering has encour-
aged deforestation. The population
of this precious species has declined
by over 70 percent in Central
America and the species is already
reported to be commercially extinet
in El Salvador, Costa Rica and parts
of South America. Besides, the
other two species of Latin American
mahogany and Honduras
mahogany are also extinct.”,

The major natural forests of big
leaf mahogany today are in Brazil,
Peru and Bolivia. The leading
importers of this wood are the
United States, which alone accounts
for some 80 percent of the entire
market, the Dominican Republic,
the United Kingdom and Spain. The
Appendix 2 list enables importing
nations to better assist export
nations in checking the legality of
shipments and ensuring that
mahogany trade is fully transpar-
ent.

CITES representative from
Mexico Hesiquio Benitez said that
the CITES member states would
also discuss the merits of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 M
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Remarks were made both

Doha, on Sunday.

removing controls on lip-
sticks and other products
containing candelilla
{euphorbia antisvphilitica).
According to him, these
products are traded in enor-
mous quantities through a
complex supply chain, and
relaxing the controls would
allow enforcement officers to
keep a close vigil on smug-

gling,
¥ AT mEl The Chair of the Plants
Experts at the CITES meet, in =~ Committee Margarita

Clemente said that protec-

tion of mahogany, cedar,
ramin, candelilla, agarwood,
guaiacum and other plants
topped the agenda of the
conference.

Also present at the press
conference were the Chair of
the Committee .John
Donaldson and Kuwaiti rep-
resentative  of  CITES
Shereefa Sultan al Salem.

Prior to the press confer-
ence, the speakers discussed
recommendation made by
CITES Secretariat, which
included amendment in cer-
tain rules in procedure.

for and against the recom-
mendations for amend-
ments in the rules of proce-
dure by representatives from

the US, China, Mali,
Venezuela, Japan, Britain
and Egypt.

The speakers also recom-
mended enhanced coopera-
tion between Food and
Agriculture  Organisation
and CITES and discussed
protecting marine life, the
vulnerable species in high as
well as deep seas, sharks, ele-
phants, ete.



CITES proposes
16% hike in budget

‘Lack of proper financial
mechanism and low
annual budget major

hurdles in CITES plans'

RAJESH MISHRA
DOHA

A proposal to increase the budget
of the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) by
16 percent was made at the 15th
Conference for the Parties, on
Monday, the third day of the world
meet.

Addressing a press conference
on the sidelines of the CITES sum-
mit being held at Sheraton Hotel,
CITES Representative Juan Carlos
Vasquez remarked, “The proposal
to increase the CITES budget by
16 percent from the next
biennial budget (from 2012), was
made at one of the sessions dedi-
cated to the management of budg-
ets. The discussions are on as par-
ticipants are divided over the
issue.”

Hinting at the consensus on the

increase in budget soon, Vasquez
said that lack of a proper financial
mechanism and a low annual
budget of $5 million were major
hurdles in CITES carrving out its
conservation programmes, and
prevent illegal trading of endan-
gered species of flora and fauna
across the world.

Thanking Qatar for hosting the
event on such a large scale, facili-
tating involvement of many small-
er countries from the developing
world, he said, “Though the
European Union is the biggest con-
tributor to CITES in terms of
funds, supplying almost 80 per-
cent of financial resources, CITES
is eving substantial donation from
some rapidly growing economies,
such as China, India and South
Africa.”

Speaking on the occasion,
Marceil Yeater from CITES
Secretariat remarked that the
strategic vision of CITES and sev-
eral other complex issues were also
discussed at the summit.

These issues related to reviewing
national policy on conservation of
wildlife and addressing conflicts
between CITES policies and
national reservation policies for
certain animals.

Besides, she added, “The dele-
gates also discussed in detail as to
how to address the problems posed
by countries, which indulged in
ivory trade through middlemen.
In most such cases, the middle-
men are the real gainers while the
concerned country gets a raw
deal.”

The representative from Qatar's
Ministry of Environment Ghanim
Abdullah said that detailed discus-
sion on developing synergies
among nations and across civil
societies and NGOs was held on
the third day of the world flora and
fauna summit.

“Besides, the delegates also dis-
cussed the nomenclature of ranch-
ing, which apparently means the
process of rearing eggs and
juveniles procured from wild in a

controlled  environment”, he
added.

Meanwhile, at an earlier press
conference, the delegates

announced that a detailed discus-
sion on initiatives that could be
taken to dismantle criminal net-
works involved in tiger and rhino
poaching would be held later this
week.

SEE ALSO PAGE 24 b



Protection for

polar bears

Senior Research Scientist at the All-Russian
Institute for Nature Conservation.

Polar bears clearly meet CITES criteria for
an Appendix | listing. Hundreds of polar
bears are killed for commercial trade and
they are suffering a marked decline in their
populations in the wild. Fewer than 25,000
are left. Of the 19 polar bear populations
around the world 15 of are either declining or
of unknown status,

“Polar bears are facing an unprecedented
threat from the cumulative effects of climate
change, commercial trade, poaching and pol-
lution. In light of this the only responsible
action is to reduce any or all these threats
wherever possible,” said Dr  Masha
Viromtosova, Director International Fund for
Animal Welfare (IFAW), Russia.

“We still have a chanee to save the polar
bear. Listing on Appendix 1 is the important
first step,” Vorontosova added.
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CITES meet blasts
Japanese ‘lobbying’

mmlhdr[mtum
nlong the fines of

‘your birm will come’,” he

JAPAN was oecosed of  said

scare tactics ot workd talks

reRection on
Monday as
apainst a proposal o curb
trade in bluefin tuna, the
succubent sushi delicacy.

Internntional den in
Emlm
l%!n:rﬂng ls;urhm

up'bnmnn banning com
merce in Bucfin from Ihe
Mediterranean il egstern
Atlantie, o motion that
uires @ two-thirds

b0 pass,

‘lthmmuﬂhuphthe
air, There's a lot of jockey-
ing.” said Patrick Van
in leading the charge.

“Japan’s lobbying & for-
mﬂnﬁﬁmwﬁ:m
ple from the Japanese
gntson are canstantly eriss-
g il
arranging meetings,”
said, "They are targeting
developing countries, scar-
ing them about whid eould

Manaeo's progasal to list
Ao I e by
L
United States and the
Hur-:ggun Unbon, would
et bluefin caught in
the Pacific.

Even so, “the Pacific
iskand mntions and Asia are
ﬂl-u: g,ldle semulh'evtn
apan’s arguments, Van

pa arg

Tolkyo vowed Last week to
fight the moratorim, say-
ing it would ignore any
such measure voled Ento
phu: by taking a “reserva-

‘ancm will claim its
unchanging position that
[the solution &] resource
contral,” not o ban, p}m‘n-
ment spokesman Hirafumi
Hw h  major

, - witl
bluefin fisheries in the
Mediterranean, is also work-
img; thes halls in Dotua, boping
to muster the sy of
Arab nations the
proposal, Van Kliveren saiid,

Protection for polar bears sought

RAJESH MISHRA
DOMA

TWO noted conservation specialists
have sought greater protection for
the polar bears whose numbers
have dwindled to less than 25,000,

The pristine white animals are
facing multiple threats due to the
cumulative effects of climate

change, commercial trade, poach-
ing and pollution.

Dr Nikita Ovsyanikov and Dr
Andrei Boltunoy, both from Russia,
came out on Sunday in support of
the US proposal to list polar bears
on Appendix 1 of Convention on
International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES).

“There is ummmlty AMONg pnlar

Two polar bear cubs pla'_l.r at a zoo in 5t Palersburg, Russla on FndE[jL WFR)

bear specialists that Arctic Sea ice
has been diminishing over the last
few decades leading to polar bears
losing their prime habitats,” said
the two scientists, both members of
the [International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
Polar Bear Specialist Group.

“In Russia illegal shooting of
polar bears remains at a high level.
In fact, illegal marketing of polar
bear pelts has increased,” they said.

Moreover, the import of polar
bear pelts from Canada is camou-
flaging sales of illegally taken pelts
I‘mmh Russ}a. m‘iigl:limulnl{ng

hing o in Russia,
ﬁ}ftﬂlﬁﬂw F:;.th Conference of the
Parties at Sheru:::;; Hotel.

“As Russian polar bear experts,
we support the proposal to list polar
bears on CITES Appendix 1,7 they
spid. Dr Nikita Ovsyanikov is
Deputy Director for Science at
Wrangel Island State Nature
Reserve and Dr Andrei Boltunoy is

~ CONTINUED ON PAGE 15 W
SEE ALSO PAGES 16, 17 & 24 }
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Ghanem Abdulla Mohammed, Director of Wildlife Conservation at tha Ministry of Environment-Qatar, Richard Charette, Wildlife Enforcement Direciorate,
Environmant Canada, John Sellar, Chief Enforcemant Assistant, CITES Secrolarial and Benito Porez, Chief, Office of Law Enforcament, US Fish and

Wildiife Service during the press conference at Sheraton Hotel yostorday,

Qatar to curb e-trade of flora and fauna

DOHA: Qatar is sot to enhance
its monitoring of online trade
of flora and fauna, at the wake
of increased illognl world wide
e-trade. Along with revolution-
izing communications and com-
morcin] and social notworking,
internot also facilitates the illegal
trade of in wildlife, leaving dovas-
tating impact on oco-balance,

The delogates at the
Toad n Endangered Spacies of

in

Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)
meeting aroe co to taks o
more proactive npproach to regu-
lating the online trade in endan-
foved species. This may include
tho creation of an international
databass of the trade, scientifio
research to gauge tho corrolation
between wildlife loss and online
trade, and closer collaboration
with Interpel.

“In Qutar, we have already to
link all the exit points to mon-
tor any movement of species
under the CI'TES Appendix.” said
Ghanem Abdulla Mchammed,
Director of Wildlife Conservation,
Ministry of Environment. *Qatari

law related to wildlife complios
with the CITES requirement and
we hope to have more amond-
mants to enhanos e-trade moni-
toring hore, For this, wo will also
link all the sea ports and land
border- Abu Samra.”

Internet and now Information
and Communication Technologios
{1CTs) have huge impact on the
consoervation of wild fauna and
florn, and countries have beon
turning their attention to their
growing importanco.

“It is sometimes tempting
to soo tho Internet as the root
of all evil®, said CITES, Chisf
Enforeoment Officor John Sellar.
“Whilst. it I8 undoubtedly baing
oxploited by the oriminal frater-
nity, and CITES has to find ways
of responding to that, its consid-
erable ndvantages must not be
ignored, eapocially sinoo they too
can bo exploited, but by the low
enforcomont community.”

In a 2008 report roeleased by
an NGO, Campaign Against tho
Cruelty to Animals (CATCA),
shows that 2252 sale offors of
spocimona of CITES animals

#pocies wore found over 10 intar-
not services in Ecuador alone. The
estimated value of the specimens
offored on these ndvertisements
was § 6,850,000,

Alse another 2008 report by
CEEwob, also an NGO, roveals
that over 185,000 specimens
offored for sale were discoverad,
during its annual monitering in
six Central and Eastern European
countries. The report says that
E-commerce of CITES Specimens
has beon beoming phenomenon in
tha recont years and the monitor-
ing eovoring Contral nnd Eastern
European countries shows that
tho number of itorms as well as the
range of species offered for sale is
inereasing at a rate of approxi-
mataly 67 porcant annually.

*So i, in Qatar, we nover had nny
Incidesst of animal trade on internet.
Btill, wo will intreduce amondmants
in ﬂwm&:ﬁu wildlifs protection law
to enhanoe the o-trade monitoring,”
Mohnmmed sajd.

Howwver, at the CITES meet,
uging the Internot to combat ille-
gal trade in CITES-listed species
is an important topie. Countrios

doveloping enforcement measures
to deal with illegal Intornet-based
aotivities aroe looking ant US Fish
and Wildlifo's Intarnet technolo-
gies for invostigations.

The Internet has important
potontinl in connooting logiti-
mate traders of wildlifo to con-
sumors. Tho biggost challonge
for CITES is to find ways to
help those consumers, who are
bocoming more and more used to
ordering and paying on-line, to
deotermine whether what thoy are
baing offered is logal and traded
sustainnbly.

Somo countrios nre already using
now technologhes to optimize trade
procodures, facilitate legnl trade
and harmonize. CITES permit
and cartiflente isunnce procodunes
with new interpational norms and
standards. The advent of CITES

.aleotronio pormitting and the sin-

gle window environment illustrate
these trends. The Enforcoment
Branoh of Environment Canada
has ulso offered to begin devel-
opment of an internet toolkit to
monitor e-trade.

THE PENINSULA
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Secretariat says
aye to Zambia,
nay to Tanzania

CITES Secretariat has rec-

ommended that Tanzania's ele-

I phant and fvory proposal be re-

jected, citing coneerns about poaching
and enforcement,

Tanzania was pushing to weaken
international protection for African
elephants and promote trade in nearly
90 tonnes of ivory.

However, in an evaluation of the
Panel of Experts reports, the Secre-
tariat recommended supporting the
Zambian ivory trade proposal, and the
downlisting of elephants to Appendix
L.

These developments took place
at the 15th Conference of the Parties
(CoP) of the Convention on Interna-
tional Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) which
is taking place until March 25 at the
Sheraton Doha.

Tanzania and Zambia have submit-
ted proposals seeking permission for
a one-off sale of a total of 112 tonnes
of ivory, hoping to open the door for
future ivory trade by “down-listing”
their elephant populations, which
would mean that these elephants will
lose the highest levels of protection.

The Appendix Il of CITES includes
species that are not threatened with
extinction but may become threatenad
by international trade without strict
monitoring and control.

The CITES Secretariat expressed
concern about enforcement and com-
pliance in Tanzania while rejecting the

“Anti-poaching efforts in some
parts of the country (Tanzania) seem
inadequate, the ivory stocks cannot

be fully verified, and controls of illegal
trade in raw ivory originating from or
transiting through Tanzania appear
to be unsatisfactory” the Secretariat
said.
“Parties need to apply their own
rigorous evaluations of the Panel of
Experts reports as nefther proposal
meets the biological criteria for down-
listing,” International Fund for Animal
Welfare (IFAW) Southern Africa direc-
tor Jason Bell-Leask said.

Both populations have suffered sig-
nificant declines over the past three
decades and there is evidence to sug-
gest that these populations are still
recovering from intensive poaching in
the 1980', he observed.

At the last CITES conference in
2007, a nine-year moratorium on any
further trade in ivory was agreed upon.

Shelley ‘Waterland, programmes
manager of the Born Free Founda-
tion and chairwoman of the Species
Survival Network's Elephant Work-
ing Group, stated yesterday: “Insti-
tutional corruption, the loss of more
than 30,000 elephants in just three
years, inadequate security measures,
and the impact that ivory trade would
have on the security of elephants
across the continent all justify rejec-
tion of the Tanzania proposal "

This September 3, 2003 file picture
shows Kenya Wildlife Service director
Jullus Kipng'etich (centre) lifting an
elephant tusk from a wooden case at
the Nalrobl National Park. A booming
black market In African Ivory linked to
Aslan crime syndicates may scupper
efforts by Zambia and Tanzania to
hold a one-off sale of tusks, experts
and delegates at the CITES meeting
say in Daha.

The African Elephant CoaliHon of
23 African elephant range countries
oppose the proposals for the downlist -
ings and cne-off sales, insisting that
the nine-year resting period provides
all African range states the opportuni-
ty to co-operatively secure elephants
in their habitat.
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Wildlife law enforcers honoured e

whe Specles Survival

Metwork {S5N), a glo-

bal coalition of 82 or-
ganisations from more than
30 countries, congratulated
the recipients of the pres-
tigious 2010 Clark Bavin
Wildlife' Law Enforcement
Awards last evening at the
CITES conference.

Hundreds of delegates at-
tending the 15th Conference
of the Parties to CITES gath-
ered in the foyer of the Sher-
aton Doha Convention Hotel
to honour the heroie efforts
of wildlife law enforcement
officers who often put their
lives in jeopardy to protect
wildlife and uphold the rle
of law.Honourees included
representatives from Israel,
I.I]dja1 I:]I.E US! Kf—nﬂl Chi'
na, the UK, Denmark, and
the Philippines. The awards
have been named in memo-
ry of the ploneering former
head of law enforcement for
the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service.

85N  president ~Will
Travers said, “Wildlife law
enforcement is the front-
line. It's a dangerous, some-
times deadly place, Sadly all
too often the sacrifice made
by law enforcement officers
goes unrecognised -- but
not tonight.”

D] Schubert, wildlife bi-
ologist with the US-based
Animal Welfare Institute
and sponsor of the Bavin
Awards, added, “It Is a
privilege to work in wildlife
conservation and to be an
advocate for wild animals
in desperate need across the
globe -~ and it is an honour
to share this evening with
the dedicated wildlife pro-
tectors who turn words into
deeds and stop at nothing to
end wildlife crime.!

Among those receiving
awards was Birgith Sloth,
CITES representative for
Denmark from 1977 to 1994
and now working as a na-
ture conservation and man-
agement specialist.

She was nominated by
the Croatian government
for her outstanding work
from 2003 to 2007 in pro-
viding intensive training to
Croatian nature protection
officials, thereby significant-
ly enhancing the capacity of
Croatia to t CITES.

Sloth has dedicated her
ecarear to  ensuring that
CITES works. She has pro-
vided : -capagity . building
training sessions to support
the proper implementation

of CITES to thousands

of administrators, war-
dens, police officers, and
customs agents in owver
24 countries, along with
providing other services
crucial for the proper ap-
plication and enforcement
of CITES:

Her work in Africa,
Asia, Eastern and Central
Europe on  biodiversity
projects has included de-
velopment of protected
areas and nature-based
tourism. A biclogist and
a keen birdwatcher, she
was only told of the award
yesterday morning. “I'm
very excited, it's an im-
mense honour,” she told
Gulf Times.

- g
Ficture shows a stuffed Panthera Pardus at the convention
centre during the triennial meeting of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) in Doha
vesterday,
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Sellar {c\entre) speaks yesterday as Mnnamad. Pen‘ez Charette, and ClTE5 umclal Juan Carlos Uasquez ook on.

Call for Internet controls
to check illegal trade

IT Peter Townson
Staff Reporter

e pmerging impor-
tance of information
and communication

technology (ICT) and its
impact on the trade of en-
dangered species was the
subject of a discussion yes-
terday at the CITES con-
ference, in which officials
claimed that more needs
to be done to ensure that
the positive aspects of new
technology outweigh the
negatives.

Chief enforcement of-
ficer for CITES, John Sell-
ar said: "It is sometimes
tempting to see the Internat
as the root of all evil, Whilst
it is undoubtedly being ex-

ploited by the criminal fra-
ternity, CITES has to find
ways of responding to it
Its considerable advantages
must not be ignored, espe-
efally since they too can be
exploited, but by the law
enforcement community.”

Chief of the Office of Law
Enforcement for US Fish
and Wildlife Services, Ben-
ito Perez described how the
US has used the Internet to
pursue cases of illegal trade,
explaining that the Internet
has enabled law enforce-
ment officials to pose as
buyers and subsequently
identify and apprehend the
illegal traders.

Richard Charette from
the Wwildlife Enforcement
Directorate of Canada ex-

plained the importance of

the Internst as a positive
tool, noting that CITES are
not intending to ban Inter-
net trade but only to contrel
it, and to ensure transac-
tions are made according
to the correct legal require-
ments.

Qatar's Ministry of Envi-
ronment's wildlife conser-
vation director Ghanim Ab-
dullah Mohamed claimed
that Qatar is developing
its capacity to use Internet
services and may make le-
gal amendments to cover
the area of illegal Internet
trade.

Sellar argued that there
are two aspects of Internet
usage which need to be re-
alised, the first of which is
the lack of resources that
wildlife protection agen-

cies possess, and the fact
that many complaints and
cases that are referred to
them are simply not worth
investigating.

"We need to deploy the
small amount of resources
we have in the most effi-
cient manner” he argued.

“1 think it is also impor-
tant to inform the public
about the large nomber of
gscam e-mails which are
being sent, which claim
that they are offering en-
dangered species of ani-
mals and plants for sale,”
explained Sellar, adding
that these are simply plots
to gain money illegally, de-
spite the photographs and
documents that may be
attached, which are coun-
terfeit reproductions.

| Guif Times |
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Lobbying heats up
ahead of vote on
bluefin tuna trade

By Bonnie James
Deputy News Editor

going CITES conference as the
proposal to ban all international
commercial trade of Atlantic bluefin
tuma is expected to be taken up tomor-

Su&pem is mounting at the on-

TOW.
The US, lobbying in favour of the
proposal, and Japan, its vehement op-

ponent, are leading the rival fronts and
trying to garner as many votes possible
from among the 175 member countries
of CITES.

“Wa expect the bluefin tuna proposal
to come up on Thursday,” Committee I
chair John Denaldson's announcement
on Sunday was followed by amxdous
queries from Japanese journalists.

They were eager to know whether

the proposal would be taken up during
the morning or afternoon session --
such was the anticipation.

“The discussions should move to
a working group that will very likely
meet during this weekend," an official
of the US-based Pew Environment
Group said yesterday.

“We are hearing that a committee
to vote on the bluefin tuna Appendix
1 listing will happen by the middle of
next week" he explained.

The CITES includes three appen-
dices, which afford different levels of
protection. Appendix I is the highest
level and includes the most endangered
species of plants and animals, includ-
ing the tiger, mountain gorilla and all
sea turtles. The PEW official revealed
that some nations are thinking about
proposing an Appendix IT listing for
the bhiefin tuna. Appendix IT includes
species that are not threatened with
extinetion but may become threatened
by international trade without strict
monitoring and control.

‘Please note that this would not
change the status quo, and is just an
effort to block what is really needed - -
Appendix I and a trade suspension,” he
stated.

The CITES treaty is written in a
manner that if the trade of a species
listed in Appendix I1is governed by an-

other trealy that predates CITES, then
all trade management in that species
defers to the initial treaty, not CITES.

“In the case of Atlantic bluefin,
whose trade is governed by the Inter-
national Commission for the Conser-
vation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), an
Appendix 11 listing keeps the species
management in the hands of the treaty
organisation that has fafled to set sus-
tainable catch levels and has no en-
forcement authority.

“In Movember last year, ICCAT took
some unprecedented steps to protect
bluefin tuna, but they did not go as far
as we felt they needed to go a senior
U5 official told Gulf Times on Sunday.

Deputy assistant secretary for fish,
wildlife and parks, Jane Lyder and
leader of the US delegation this week
to the CITES conference, explained
#We are still concerned about the quo-
tas they set for 2010 and are still con-
cerned about enforcement.”

#The US ‘intends to try very hard’ to
make the ban a reality” she said while
stressing that the bluefin tuna is eligi-
ble for Appendix I.

“The Atlantic bluefin tuna, the sta-
ple of high-end sushi, has declined
more than 80% since 1970;" Pew En-
vironment Group's deputy director Dr
Susan Lieberman had sald ahead of the
CITES conference.

E:nnlni'enl:e to discuss approach to fight escalation in rhino poaching

The escalation of rhino poaching
and the approaches to fight criminal
networks involved in the increasing
illegal trade In thelr horns In parts of
Africa and Asla, will be considered at
the ongolng CITES conference
*Rhinos are-on the very same route

to extinction though they are not
maving as quickly as the tiger,” CITES
enforcement chief John Sellar said
yvesterday.

The earky and mid-1990s saw rhino
numbers grow encouragingly in
many of its range states.

There were dramatic recoveries and
poaching became fairly infrequent
Howewver, in the mid-2000s, rumours
emerged that rhinoceros horn could
stave off cancer or halt Its spread in
people suffering from the disease
leading to the animal being poached.




Online operations raise threat
to endangered species

DOHA: The Convention on
the International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES) will
today discuss cutting-edge tech-
nologies being used by organised
criminals in the illegal trade of
endangered species,

The parties to the Convention
will diseuss how to take a more
proactive approach to regulating
the online trade in endangered
species. This will inelude the cre-
ation of an international database
of the trade, scientific ressarch
to gauge the correlation between
wildlife loss and online trade, and
closer collaboration with Interpol,
the international law enforcerment
agenay.

The major focus of the

E-commerce poses a serious
threat to the Iranian salamander

discussion would be how the
organised criminals abuse the
possibility of e-trade — a major
threat to endangered wildlife
that authorities are struggling

to address. The experts will hear
about e-permitting systems to
allow more efficient regulation
of international trade in wildlifa
products,

The international conven-
tion yesterday pointed out how
a little-known Iranian salaman-
der iz poised to become the first
pxamplu of a species requiring
international government protec-
tion because of e-commerees, The
Kaiser's spotted newt, found only
in Iran, is considered Critically
Endangered and is beliaved to
number fewer than 1,000 mature
wild individuals. The amphibian is
ha}ng proposed for an Appendix
I listing during the ongoing Doha
meaet, THE PENINSULA

CITES puts lipstick on
at Doha conference

BY SATISH KANADY

DOHA: It's not all about pro-
tecting marine species and wild
animals. The second day of the
Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)
offered a ‘feel good’ factor to the
women as the panel on ‘Timber,
essences and other flora pro-
ducers in international trade’
announced its decigion to discuss
the possibilities of lifting controls
for lipsticks containing candelilla,
a wax derived from an endangered
plant Euphorbia antisyphilitica.

“It's welcome news for women.
This meet would discuss the
merits of lifting the control for
lipsticks and other produets con-
taining candslilla. Relaxing the
current controls on finished prod-
ucts containing candelilla would
allow enforcement officials to
foeus on the smuggling of endan-
gered plants form their natural
habitats”, a panelist said.

Asked whether the decision
was due to the pressures from
the trade forces, a top CITES
official said: “It's an indispensable

component of every woman's
make-up. Huge money is involved
in its trade. We also have to listen
to the trade forees”. The decision
also shows that CITES can also
be flexible, he said.

Euphorbia antisyphilitica is a
succulent species of Euphorbia
and was listed in CITES Appendix
11 since 1975, The US and Mexico
are the species’ only range states.
Wild populations of the species
are the only source of cande-
lilla wasx, & major ingredient of
lipsticks.

The wax derived from
Euphorbia antisyphilitica is used
in many finished cosmetic prod-
ucts. A tube of lipstick with this
ingredient contains about 0.3mg
of candelilla wax, said an expert.

The panel on timber and wild
plants would also discuss how best
to regulate trade in wild plants
and products such as musical
instruments, cancer medicines,
emulsions, polishes, gums, cos-
metics, perfumes, and many other
products containing wild plants
protected by CITES.

THE PENINSULA

Appendix I is the highest level of protection under
the CITES appendices system and bans all com-
mareial international trade in the species.

In 2006, an investigation by TRAFFIC, the
wildlife trade monitoring network, into the sale of
Kaiser's spotted newts revealed 10 websites claiming
to stock the species.

One Ukrainian company claimed to have sold
more than 200 wild-caught specimens in a single
year. “The Kaiser's spotted newt, for example, is
expensive and most people are not willing to pay
USD300 for a salamander. But through the power
of the internet, tapping into global market, you
can find buyers”, said Ernie Cooper, of TRAFFIC
Canada. CITES is also concerned over other items
sold and bought online; including elephant ivory, and
precious corals, including red and pink coral, which
currently are overharvested to make jewellery and
collectables, Red and pink corals have been proposed
for listing in Appendix II of CI'TES, s measure that
would regulate their international trade.

THE PENINSULA




[From leff) Ghanem Abdulla Mohamid, mmumm with Minkstry of Environment Giatar, John Sallas, Chief of Enforcement Assistance
with CITES Secretariat and Keshav Vierma, World Bank Programme Director for Global Tiger Initiativa, mmmmﬁmummm
yestarday,

DOHA: Dolegates and enforos-
ment experts attending the
CITES summit is discussing the
perilous state of tigers in the wild
and the nature of poaching and
illegnl trade of the big onte.

The CITES Seoretariat and
the INTERPOL yesterday made
 joint call for countries to sub-
mit information about crime
againgt tigers, 8o that an affec-
tive anti-poaching strategies can
be doveloped. i

Addressing the media, John
Sellar, Chief, Enforcement
Assistance, CITES Seoretariat
said the tger population is redue-
ing at an alarming rate,

The estimated tiger popula-
tion throughout Asin was 100,000
during the sarly century.
Current estimates indi-
cate that less than 3,200 of
these remain in the wild.

Tigars are todsy prima-
tily peached for their skins
but almost every part of a
tiger's body ean bo used for
decorative or teaditional
medicinal

purposes.

Most tigers are now
restricted to small pook-
ets of habitat, with several
gaographical populations
literally testering on the
brink of extinetion.

The CITES community
will learn progress being
made by the (lobal Tiger
Initintive, s partnership of
governments, intarnational

tiatives next major event
will bo in Russia,

It is almost four dec-
ades since the world real-

Botwean the 1870a l.nr:l
2010, governments and
the copservation commu-
nity spant tens of millions
of dollars trying to save
tigor, he said,

The Dol moot. will also
discuss the esealation of

the ingreasing (legal trade
in their horns In parta of
Africa and Asia

Unlike tigars, rhine
numbers grew encourag- |
ingly in many of its range
states in 1880s. Due to
public swareness, there

Rhings in countries such as
India, South Afrien, Nepal and
Zlmhahwen:rwnppﬂrm'bﬂnlhd
by organised crime groups that
eontrol the smuggling of rhine
horns to the fur oast of Asia, where
they are sold on the black mar-

The 14 tiger rangs countries are

home to half of the world human

of tigers found in the wild has
dropped by 97 per cent.,

South Afrien and Zimbabwe
have seen dramatie increases in
rhino poaching in the past 2-3
years, where over 300 animals
are estimated to have been lla-
gally killod,
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Tiger decline 'sign of failure’
By Richard Black
Environment correspondent, BBC News website

Governments need to crack down on illegal tiger trading if the big cats are to be saved,
the UN has warned.

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) meeting in Doha, Qatar
heard that tiger numbers are continuing to fall.

Organised crime rings are playing an increasing part in illegal trading of tiger parts, CITES says,
as they are with bears, rhinos and elephants.

Interpol is working with CITES to track and curb the international trade.

Last year, World Bank chief Robert Zoellick said the global black market in wildlife products was
worth about $10bn per year, making wildlife the third most valuable illicit commodity after drugs
and weapons.

Global medicine

Despite attempts to protect tigers, numbers have approximately halved over the last decade,
with fewer than 3,200 remaining in the wild,

The decline is seen across sub-species and in most range states. Many populations are small, and
are threatened by deforestation as well as poaching.

"If we use tiger numbers as a performance indicator, then we must admit that we have failed
miserably and that we are continuing to fail," said CITES secretary-general Willem Wijnstekers.

"Although the tiger has been prized throughout history, and is a symbol of incredible importance
in many cultures and religions, it is now literally on the verge of extinction."




CITES enforcement officials said government agencies including police and customs needed to
step up efforts to combat the illegal trade.

Although China and other East Asian countries are the principal consumers of tiger parts, exports
travel much further afield.

Earlier this month, Operation Tram, co-ordinated by Interpol and including enforcement
authorities in 18 countries, netted medicines containing wildlife products worth an estimated
£10m.

Tigers, bears and rhinos were among the animals used in making the medicines.
Traditional cures
Conservationists also point to China's tiger farms as a threat to the wild animals.

Although China does not officially permit the sale of goods from these farms, in practice several
investigations have revealed tiger parts are being sold.

Campaigners warn this perpetuates a market into which wild tiger parts can be sold, often
commanding a higher value as products made from wild animals are perceived to be
more "potent.”

Just before the CITES meeting opened, the World Federation of Chinese Medicine Societies
(WFCMS) called on traditional medicine practitioners to abandon the use of tiger parts.

"We will ask our members not to use endangered wildlife in traditional Chinese medicine, and
reduce the misunderstanding and bias of the international community," said WFCMS deputy
secretary Huang Jianyin,.

"The traditional Chinese medicine industry should look for substitutes and research on
economical and effective substitutes for tiger products.”

A resolution before the fortnight-long CITES meeting calls for greater co-operation between
regional enforcement authorities to cut down the tiger product trade, and to ensure that breeding
operations are "consistent with the conservation of wild populations®.

Richard.Black-INTERNET@bbc.co.uk

Story from BEC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/science/nature/8568035.stm

Published: 2010/03/15 13:47:43 GMT

© BBC MMX




UN Agency: Tiger on verge of extinction
(AP) - 1 hour ago

DOHA, Qatar — The world has "failed miserably” at protecting tigers in the wild, bringing an
animal that is a symbol for many cultures and religions to "the verge of extinction,” a top official
with the United Nations wildlife agency said Monday.

Just 20 years ago there were 100,000 tigers in Asia, but now only 3,200 remain in the wild,
according to U.N. Willem Wijnstekers, the secretary general of the 175-nation Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species, or CITES.

He called on countries to come up with strategies, and cooperate with international agencies such
as Interpol, to end poaching and illegal trade in tiger products.

"We must admit that we have failed miserably,"” Wijnstekers said at the two-week conference in
the Gulf state of Qatar. "Although the tiger has been prized throughout history ... it is now
literally on the verge of extinction."

Tigers are poached for their skins and parts of their bodies are prized for decoration and
traditional medicine.

Delegates at the U.N. conference will also consider the spike in rhino poaching and ways to
combat criminal networks involved In the illegal trade in horns in parts of Africa and Asia. All in
all, there are 42 proposals on the table, ranging from stopping elephant poaching te banning
trade in polar bear skins,

Later this week, an all-out ban on the export of Atlantic bluefin will also be discussed, a
contentious issue that has the countries of Asia and the West locking horns over a fish prized in
sushi.

Global stocks of bluefin are dwindling, especially in the Atlantic, and some governments around
the world are increasingly supporting a complete trade ban to let the fish recover.

The is_sue pits the Europeans and Americans against fishing nations in North Africa and Asia,
especially Japan, which has already vowed to ignore any bluefin ban.

About 80 percent of the species fished ends up in Japan. Raw tuna is a key ingredient in

traditional dishes such as sushi and sashimi, and the bluefin variety — called "hon-maguro" in
Japan — is particularly prized.

A bid to regulate the trade in red and pink corals — harvested to make expensive jewelry —
could also divide the delegates.

Copyright @ 2010 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.




Japanese tuna 'lobbying' blasted at CITES talks
By Anne Chaon (AFP) - 6 hours ago

DOHA — Japan was accused of scare tactics at world talks on wildlife protection on Monday as it
campaigned against a proposal to curb trade in bluefin tuna, the succulent sushi delicacy.

The 175-nation Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), meeting here
until March 25, is gearing up to vote on banning commerce in bluefin from the Mediterranean and
eastern Atlantic, a motion that requires a two-thirds majority to pass.

"It is very much up in the air. There's a lot of jockeying," said Patrick Van Klaveren of Manaco,
which s leading the charge.

"Japan’s lobbying is formidable. Three or four people from the Japanese delegation are constantly
criss-crossing the Convention, arranging meetings," he told AFP.

"They are targeting developing countries, scaring them about what could happen to their (own
tuna) stocks, along the lines of ‘your turn will come'," he said.

Monaco's proposal to list Atlantic bluefin on CITES' Appendix I, backed by the United States and
the European Union, would not affect bluefin caught in the Pacific.

Even so, "the Pacific island nations and Asia are also quite sensitive" to Japan's arguments, Van
Klaveren added.

Tokyo vowed last week to fight the moratorium, saying it would ignore any such measure voted
into place by taking a "reservation”.

"Japan will claim its unchanging position that [the solution is] resource control,” not a ban,
government spokesman Hirofumi Hirano said.

Tunisia, with major bluefin fisheries in the Mediterranean, is also working the halls in Doha,




hoping to muster the support of Arab nations against the proposal, Van Klaveren said.
He voiced regret that the EU had not taken a stronger stand.

The 27-nation bloc favours the ban amid mounting evidence that stocks of the precious fish --
which sells for more than 100,000 dollars a head in Japan -- have crashed over the past 30
years.

But it has asked for implementation to be postponed until a November meeting of ICAAT, the
inter-governmental fishery group that manages tuna stocks in the Atlantic and adjacent seas.

"The EU is not very active. It is absorbed by its own internal negotiations," Van Klaveren
complained.

The rotating EU presidency is currently held by Spain, which, along with France and Italy,
accounts for 50 percent of Mediterranean bluefin catches.

Norway, Switzerland, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador and Serbia also support the bluefin
moratorium, he added.

The CITES secretariat, which makes recommendations on proposals before the Convention,
declared on Saturday that bluefin tuna fisheries in the two sea zones were in crisis and met the
criteria for a total ban on international trade.

The issue will be debated on Thursday, although the vote is unlikely to take place before next
week, officials said.

Japan has argued that tuna fishing should be regulated through guotas, such as those set by the
Indian Ocean Tuna Commission and the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission.

"Japan has accepted cuts in its quota for the catches. It's unfair to introduce a trade ban," Tadao
Ban, president of the tuna traders' association at Tsukiji market in Tokyo, said last week.

Environmentalists argue that quota limits have been systematically exceeded as high-tech fishing
fleets -- using spotter aircraft and giant freezer ships -- have reduced East Atlantic and
Mediterranean bluefin stocks by 80 percent.

Copyright @ 2010 AFP. All rights reserved
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Sharks need protection, says report

DOHA: Sharks, once of the dead-
liest. creature on Earth, are going
down in numbers in the waters
of the region with the surging
human appetite for shark fin soup.
According to studies of the shark
fin market, up to ¥3 million sharks
are killed each year, primarily for
their fins to satisfy the demand of
international shark fin market.

Up to 10 m kg of shark fins are
exported annually to Hong Kong
by nearly 87 countries, according to
“The International Trade of Shark
Fins: Endangering Shark Populations
Worldwide," a new report on global
shark fin trade by Oceana, a marine
conservation group.

The report shows that in 2008,
United Arab Emirates was one
of the top five exporters of dried

and frozen shark fin to Hong
Kong alone, with 511187 kg. This
ig followed by Oman supplying
55757 kg, Saudi Arabia-8808 kg,
Kuwait-1865 kg and Bahrain sup-
plying 114 kg,

During the an-going
Convention on the International
Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) ,
the countries will decide on the
inclusion of eight shark species in
CITES Appendix II. An Appendix
II listing would require the use of
export permits to ensure that the
species were caught by a legal and
sustainably managed fishery.

The species on to be listed
include spiny dogfish, oceanic
whitetip, porbeagle and scalloped
hammerhead, great hammerheads

gmooth hammerheads, dusky
and sandbar sharks. Of this, the
gulf water hosts, scalloped and
great hammerheads, sandbar
sharks, and oceanic whitetips.
Mozt of these are listed either as
being vulnerable or endangered
globally.

Experts say sharks are disap-
pearing around the globe at an
alarming rate. Numbers in some
gpecies are down 90 percent.
Among the worst affected are
hammerhead sharks

A recent data suggests that the
North Atlantie population of oceanic
whitetips declined by an estimated
70 percent in the 1980s and scal-
loped hammerheads by 83 per cent
in the Northwest Atlantic since the
1880s, THE PENINSULA
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PRESS RELEASE

CITES spices the bluefin tuna debate
with oils and essences

Governments also voted against a proposal to relax trade controls
on skins of the American bobcat

Doha, 17 March 2010 — Governments attending the triennial general assembly of the
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) have
decided today to protect two trees from South America used in the cosmetic industry and
discussed all the plant proposals on the agenda.

John Donaldson, Chair of the Committee I, announced today that CITES trade controls would
enter into force in 90 days for The holywood (Buinesia sarmientoi) and Brazilian rosewood (Aniba
rosaeodora). “The holywood is a tree of great cultural and economic value praised for its aromatic
properties and the texture of its wood”, he said. This tree only occurs in the Gran Chaco ecosystem in
the centre of the South-American, shared among Argentina, Bolivia, Paraguay and a small sector of
south-western Brazil. Historically, the harvest of the species for its timber had a traditional character:
handicrafts, wood-turned items, posts, tools and so on. Recently, its timber has started being used in
flooring and fine furniture that fetches very good prices in the international markets.

The essential oil of this tree, known as ‘guayacol’, ‘guajol’ or ‘guayaco’, is obtained by distillation
and it is widely used in the perfume industry because of its mild and pleasant fragrance, which is
similar to the rose and, to a lesser extent, to the violet. Its ethyl acetate is used as a natural fixative
in rose aromatic compositions. It can also be used to perfume luxury soap by masking the unpleasant
smell of synthetic components and as an excipient in the manufacturing of cosmetics. It is also mixed
with pyrethrum to make mosquito coils. Residual sawdust, a by-product, is treated with solvents to
produce ‘palo santo’ resin, which can be used to manufacture varnish and dark paints.

This wood is also appropriate for turning on the lathe. It is used to produce numerous items that
are highly valued because of their attractive colours and the delicate aroma of the wood. Some of
these items are walking sticks, cigar boxes, ashtrays, fine pens, vessels for drinking "mate", napkin
rings, cigarette cases, fans, chests, candy boxes, sewing boxes, flower holders, sculpture pedestals,
and many other regional and decorative objects.

The Brazilian rosewood has historically been subject to unsustainable exploitation to obtain
linalool-rich essential oil from its timber. The essential oil is used as a fragrance ingredient in fine
perfumes and as a fixative for perfumes. Linalool is also an used to produce several highly valuable
compounds for the perfume and fragrance industry. Between 18 tons and 20 tons of timber are
needed to produce one drum of essential oil (180 kg), and a tree of appropriate size weighs about
1.75t.

Close to 13,000 tons of rosewood essential oil were exported between 1937 and 2002, but the
1990s witnessed a dramatic decrease in the production of this commodity. In 1994, Brazil produced

International Environment House ¢ CITES Secretariat, Press Service, Chemin des Anémones * CH-1219 Chatelaine, Geneva *
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only 59 tons of essential oil. The main importing countries of the product from the State of
Amazonas at the time were the United States, France, Spain, the Netherlands and the United
Kingdom. In the markets of Manaus, a litre of essential oil reached the selling price of USD 80.00.
The drop in supply was due to several reasons, including decades of unsustainable harvests.

The CITES member States have also removed the controls for lipsticks and other products
containing candelilla (Euphorbia antisyphilitica). These products are traded in enormous quantities
through a complex supply chain.

Before the end of the day, the Conference started discussions on trade rules for animals. The
proposal to relax controls on American bobcat (L. rufus) was defeated after a vote took place at
the end of the afternoon session in Committee 1. On the agenda for tomorrow are polar bears and
the bluefin tuna.

Note to journalists: For more information, contact Juan Carlos Vasquez at +974-4175621 or
+974-5692804 (cell), or juan.vasquez@cites.org
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CITES to stu
Bluefin Tuna
issue today

Fish stocks depleting in Atlantic Ocean

BY SATISH KANADY

DOHA: With
the CITES
Summit

Appendix T of
the international
Convention
today, Monaco,
the country that
was instrumen-
tal in pushing
the issue to the
agenda, called for a voluntary mora-
torium on the consumption of this
critically endangered species,

Talking on the sidelines of
the CITES meet hare yesterday,
Patrick Van Kaveren, Permanent
delegate for international envi-
ronment and scientific organi-
sation who heads the Monaco
delegation told The Peninsula that
his country has already declared
a similar moratorium two years
ago. An international hotel chain
has followed the suit by dropping
bluefin tuna sushi from their
menu across Burope.

*“We are at the end of the line,
Wi can't wait more. The biomass
of bluefin tuna is fast deplet-
ing in the Atlantic Ocean and
Mediterranean sea”, Kaveran
said.

The estimated biomass of
bluefin tuna was 200,000 in 1992,
The recent studies show that the
gtock has alarmingly plummeted
to 60,000 tonnes. "It is not the
question of twenty or thirty years,
In next two to five years the blue-
fin tuna will simply vanish from
Mediterranean Sea. It was this

Patrick Van
Kaveran

realization that foreed us to push
for the international trade ban on
the tuna”, he said,

On Japan's demand for the
international community to come
out with an effective management
of the fish stock rather a blanket
ban on the fish Kaveran posed:
* How many years we have been
waiting for that? The interna-
tional community proposed the
ban in 1992. But nothing hap-
pened, The countries that largely
consume the tuna must show
their commitment to protect the
gpecies”, he said.

It is the Mediterranean tradi-
tion to eat sushi. But let us avoid
eating the endangered tuna and
include other tuna species in the
menu. It is a collective responsi-
bility and the highly consuming
nations must impose a voluntary
moratorium on the fishing, he
added.

Kaveren said the dominant
consuming countries lack specific
measures to conserve bluefin tuna
and they should come up with
proposals to convince the Parties
of the Convention that they are
sincere in their efforts.

Japan must self impose a reduc-
tion in international trade or
drastically cutting its quota. They
can also impose a heavy price on
the limited catch as a strategy to
reduce the consumption rate.

Under The Prince Albert II
of Monaco Foundation, Monaco
is focusing on the fields of
Water, Climate Change and
Biodiversity of Arctie, Africa and
the Mediterranean region. The
Foundation played a key role in
ineluding the ban issue on the
agenda of CITES Doha meet.

THE PENINSULA

CITES not in favour
of Tanzania’s plan
to curb ivory trade

DOHA: The CITES
Secretariat yesterday rec-
ommended that Tanzania's
elephant and ivory pro-
posal be rejected, citing
concerns about poaching
and enforcement.

However, in a disappeint-
ing evaluation of the panel
of experts, the Secretariat
recommended supporting
the Zambian ivory-trade
proposal, and also supports
the downlisting of elephants
to Appendix II,

“Parties need to apply
their own rigorous evalua-
tions of the Panel of Experts
reports as naither proposal
meets the biclogical eriteria
for downlisting,” said Jason
Bell-Leask, Director IFAW
Southern Africa.

“Both populations
have suffered significant
declines over the past
three decades and there
is evidence to suggest that
these populations are still
recwermg from intensive
poaching in the 1980's"

Tanzanin and Zambia
have submitted propos-
als seeking permission for
a one-off sale of 112 tons of
hoped to open the door for
futiure vory trade by ‘down-
listing” their elephant popula-
tions, which would mean that
these elephants will loose the
highest levels of protection.

THE PENINSULA
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not an official document.

PRESS RELEASE

Governments not ready for trade ban on bluefin tuna

Earlier today a proposal to ban trade in polar bears was also rejected.

Doha, 18 March 2010 — The triennial general assembly of the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) reached a climax today when
governments rejected by vote trade bans for polar bears and bluefin tuna.

This morning the polar bear proposal was rejected by a majority of Governments, led by Canada
(62 votes against, 48 in favour, 11 abstentions). They recognized the traditional knowledge of
indigenous peoples living in the harsh conditions of the Arctic sea and the role of polar bears in their
culture and economy. “We do not have trees, we do not have plants to cultivate, we only have the
polar bears”, said a representative of the Inuvialuit hunters present at the meeting. They were not
convinced about the conservation benefits of banning trade in these species already included in
CITES Appendix II.

Polar bears exist entirely in the circumpolar Arctic sea ice environment within five range States:
Canada, Denmark (Greenland), Norway, Russian Federation, and the United States. According to
the defeated proposal, the combined threats of the decrease in polar bear habitat — sea ice — and
other potential threats, including utilization and trade, disease or predation, contaminants, might
endanger the species. The proposal sought to ensure that primarily commercial trade does not
compound the threats posed to the species by loss of habitat.

In the afternoon, the main course of the CITES Conference was on the table. Monaco introduced
its proposal to ban trade in bluefin tuna, followed immediately by the European Union which
suggested an amendment to delay the entry into force of the ban until May 2011. Japan, Canada and
several members States of the Arab league opposed the proposal arguing that regional fisheries
management organisations (RFMOs) as ICCAT were best placed to tackle the decline of bluefin tuna
stocks. They added that an Appendix I listing would not stop the fishing of the species. After a
passionate but relatively short debate, the representative of Libya requested to close the deliberations
and go for a vote. Iceland called for a secret ballot. The amendment introduced by the European
Union and Monaco’s proposal were defeated (20 votes in favour, 68 against, 30 abstentions) in the
middle of much confusion about the voting procedures and mixed feelings of satisfaction and
frustration from participants.

During a press conference at the end of the day, the head of the Japanese delegation,
Mr Masanori Miyahara, Ambassador Patrick Van Klaveren from Monaco and Mohamed Saeed Al-
Mohannadi from Qatar recognized that the bluefin tuna stocks are depleted and jointly declared that
now is time for ICCAT to be effective. The Secretary-General of CITES, Mr Willem Wijnstekers, offered
to cooperate to ensure compliance without delay of the required conservation measures.

Note to journalists: For more information, contact Juan Carlos Vasquez at +974-4175621 or
+974-5692804 (cell), or juan.vasquez@cites.org

International Environment House ¢ CITES Secretariat, Press Service, Chemin des Anémones * CH-1219 Chatelaine, Geneva *
Tel: +41 (22) 917 81 56 « Fax: +41 (22) 797 34 17 « Email: juan.vasquez@cites.org * Web: http://www.cites.org



Bluefin tuna, polar bear
lose survival vote

RAJESH MISHRA
DOHA

US-BACKED proposals for conserving
the Atlantie bluefin tuna and polar bear
were defeated at a conservation meet on
Thursday.

The 15th Conference of the Parties
(CoP 15) of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES) voted 20 to 68 against
Monaco's proposal to prohibit interma-
tional trade of Atlantic bluefin tuna,
There were 30 abstentions.

The other proposal that sought to
place polar bear in Appendix | of CITES
was defeated by 14 votes with 62 parties
voting against the motion, 48 for it and
11 abstaining.

The move would live banned interma-
tional trade in polar bear products,

Japan, which imports 80 percent of
Atlantic bluefin tuna caught globally, led
the: oppasition to the han, CITES should
not have any role in regulating the trade
in buna or other marine species, it argued,
Monaco advocated extreme measures to
conserve the fish species, Bluefin tuna
has been subject to so much over fishing
that its stocks had fallen by 75 percent
over the years, it said.

“Todlay's CITES committes vote not to
protect Atlantic bluefin tuna is an unfor-
tunate step hackwards. This deeply dis-
appointing and irresponsible vote sig-

nals a bleak future for this iconic fish,”
Diirector of International Policy for the
Pew Environment Group Susan
Ligherman, sud in a statement issued
soan after the voting.

The proposal to ban the internation-
al trade in polar bear skins, teeth and
claws was defeated over concerns that
it would hurt indigenous economies
and arguments that the practice did
not pose significant threat to the ani-
mials, observers said.

Soon  after  the the

voting,

(From keft] Abdulla Ghanem Mehamed of Ministry of Emvironment, Mohamed Saw-d o

Washington DC Office Director of the
International Fund for Animal Welfare
(IFAW] for Polar Bears and Latin
American ssues Jeff Flocken said,
“Having turned their backs on this
iconic species by failing to support its
inclusion in Appendix 1, the CITES
parties have hastened the polar bear's
demise,”

An IFAW release quoted Flocken as
saying, “With only 20,000 1o 25,000

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15 M

Mohannadi, Director of Fisheries Department, Palric Van Klaveren, head of Monaco
delegation, John Donaldson, Chair Commattes 1 (South Africal, and CITES official Juan
Carlos Vasquez, in Doha, on Thursday, waos mnemon

Bluefin tuna,

Folar bear
ose

survival vote

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

polar  bears  remaining,
CITES parties have chosen (o
ignore the latest science
which predicts the popula-
tion will decline by two-
thirds by 2050."

Flocken pointed out that
the up-listing would have
banned all international
commercial trade in polar
bears, whose existence was
threatened not  only by
poaching but also climate
change. According to him,
hundreds of bears are killed
every vear for their skins,
clows and jaws, which have
high commercial value,

“Polar bears clearly mest
the eriteria for an wp-listing
to Appendix 1 for these rea-
sons vet, parties used the
threat posed to the species by
climate change as an excuse
for doing nothing about the
immediate thrests hastening
decling of its population,” he
remarked,

“Parties had an opportuni-
v to take action 10 save mare
than g.000 polar bears from
commercial trade over the
next decade - yet they turned
their becks upon them. In
vears to come, people will
ook back on this moment
with great shame.”

Jeff Flocken is also a
member of a polar bear
coplition which consists of
the  Animal  Welfare
Institute, Defenders of
Wildlife, Eurogroup for
Animalz, Humane Society
International, International
Fund for Animal Welfare,
Natural Resources Defenses
Couneil, ProWildlife and
the  Species  Survival
Network.



5“‘ Meetmg of the Conf :

FROM LEFT: Ghanem Abdulla Mohammed, Director of Wildlife Conservation at the Ministry of Environment-Qatar;
David Morgan, Chief Scientist at the Geneva Secretariat of the CITES and Juan Carlos Vasquez, Senior Resource

Mobilisation Officer of CITES during a press conference at Doha Sheraton yesterday.

SALIM MATRAMKOT

Shark document fails

US makes move to protect depleting shark populatlon

BY HUDA NV

DOHA: A document to support
conservation and management of
gharks and stingrays was defeated
at the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species on
Tuesday.

But the US, as a step forward
to protect the depleting shark
population, is expected to amend
its proposal to list some of the
species in CITES Appendix 11

The defeated document had
recommended monitoring and
reporting of the trade of shark and
stingrays. The measure was taken
down largely by China, Japan and
Russia who argued that shark pop-
ulations were not in trouble, despite
a decline in some shark populations
of 90 percent. The countries also
argued that CITES involvement in
the shark and stingray manage-
ment Was not necessary.

*It was a set back for the pro-
posal as various parties had issues
with the different clauses of the
| proposal. We are now working
with the delegates on the issue
and hope to be successful,” said
Jane Lyder, Deputy Assistant

Secretary for Fish and Wildlife
and Parks, US Department of
Interior and the Head of US
CITES delegation in Gatar.

The United States had proposing
to include Scalloped Hammerhead,
Great Hammerhead, Smooth
Hammedhead, sandbar Shark,
Dusky Shark and Oceanic
Whitetip in the CITES Appendix
II, which would make trade of the
fish sustainable. It is also support-
ing EU proposal for Porbeagle
shark to be included in the list.

“We are supporting hammer-
heads and porbeagle, but not spiny
dogfish as it is in better condition
than the others. Sharks are not
managed by any regional fishery
management directly and are tar-
gets of huge commercial fishing.
The US would like to have sus-
tainable shark fishing which will

not effect domestic trade, This is

a sort of insurance that we will
not have to consider listing them
under Appendix [ in future,” she
told The Peninsula.

Since some of the hammer
heads included in the listing are
look alike, US is willing to with-
draw them from the listing if

countries
want it to
happen.
"“"Many
parties are
worried
about the
inelusion of
look-alike
verities. We
are consid-
ering drop-
ping two
apecies if
parties find it difficult to come to
consenses.”

China, Japan, Russia and a
handful of other countries were
against the CITES management
of gshark and stingray trade that
come up on Tuesday. If it had come
into being, there would have been
an increased transparency in the
shark trade, mainly for the shark-
fin soup in which, fins of sharks are
cut and rest is thrown back to the
sea, The practice is responsible for
killing some 73m sharks each year
according to a recent study. The
proposal had failed due to lack of &
two-third majority supporting it.

THE PENINSULA

Jane Lyder




Saudi wildlife expert calls for
curbs on falcon hybridisation

DOHA: A Saudi wildlife expert,
attending the CITES meet here,
has called for international norms
to control hybridisation of falcons,
which, he said was posing a threat
to the original wild species.
Mohammed Shobrak, a member
of the Birdlife Global Council and
advisor to the Saudi wildlife con-
servation commission said CITES
(Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Flora and Fauna ) should lay
down regulations in this regard.
*“Hybrid falcons that escape from
the owners could breed with wild
faleons such as Saker that can result
in the genetic extinction of the origi-
nal wild species. This poses a major
threat to bio- diversity” Shobralk
told The Peninsula on the sidelines
of the conference, after he gave a
presentation on falcons yesterday.

He said there was a need for
international regulations to deal
with this threat.

“Some of the countries that
breed and export faleons have
their won rules to regulate
hybridisation. However, there is
no effective moenitoring of the
hybrids in many countries. | hape
CITES would take up this issue,”
said Shobrale.

Earlier in his presentation,
Shobrak said, Saker, which is a
globally threatened species was
the most popular in the Gulf
region thanks to its beauty and
larger size. They are considered
the most suitable to hunt hig-
ger prey birds, particularly the
Hubara Bustard, that is com-
monly found in the region,

Besides hybridisation, illegal
trapping and trade, deeline in

the prey base and loss of habi-
tats, mortality due to electrocu-
tion on high power lines also pose
major threats to this endangered
specias.

During the period from 2003
and 2008, about 1564 migratory
faloons had been caught in Saudi
Arabia through illegal trapping,
gaid Shobralk. Most of these birds
are then traded illegally.

To have accurate data about the
faleons in the country and prevent
illegal trading, Saudi Arabia has
made it mandatory to register all
the falcons and to obtain permits.
The Gulf countries have introduced
special passports and identity chips
for falecons. Such measures, how-
ever, have not helped fully elimi-
nate illegal trading of this highly
expensive bird, noted Shobrak.

THE PENINSULA
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France opposes immediate tuna ban: Kouchner

The Peninsula

France wants to walt for a sclentific report on bluefin tuna due next year before the world community bans trade In
the fish, Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner said In a Japanese interview,

The French fishing industry has backed Japan in opposing the proposed ban, which is supported by the European
Union and the United States at ongoing talks of the UN Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES).

Members of the 175-nation convention gathered in Doha should "walt for" the report on bluefin tuna stocks due to be
issued by a CITES panel in May next year, Kouchner told Thursday's edition of the Yomiluri Shimbun newspaper.

"I hope that an irreversible decision will not be made until the danger of extinction Is scientifically proved,” he was
quoted as saying in the Interview published in Japanese.

Kouchner was due to arrive In Japan Thursday to meet with Prime Minister Yuklo Hatoyama and Forelgn Minister
Katsuya Okada.

Japan, which buys three-quarters of the global bluefin haul, Is campalgning fiercely to prevent Mediterranean and
Atlantic catches from falling under CITES' Appendix I, which outlaws all international commerce.

Environmental groups warn that bluefin tuna faces disappearance because of averfishing in the bwo seas, mainly for
the lucrative market in Japan, where the species Is the costly mainstay of sushi and sashimi.

While the EU as a whole backs a ban, French ministers have called for a breathing space to allow scientists to
determine precise stocks of the fish.

Any ban should only come Into force in 18 months, French Ecology Minister Jean-Louis Borloo said last month.

Next year's CITES report will be based on a fresh evaluation of the bluefin tuna population by the International
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas that is expected by November, the Yomiur said.
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poses a greater long-term threat to the species as an excuse to do
nothing about immediate threats hastening its decline.” He
concluded, “In years to come, people will look back on this
moment with great shame.”

The US had proposed moving the polar bear to Appendix I, which
would have brought an automatic ban on all trade in their
products, on the grounds that sea ice changes would negatively
impact polar bears by increasing energetic demands of seeking
prey. Changes in habitat would become more severe and seasonal
rates of change more rapid, bringing about catastrophic mortality.
But in its official response to the US proposal, the CITES
secretariat recommended that it be rejected. "The global
population of polar bears does not appear to be small. The area of
distribution of this species extends over several million square
kilometers and is clearly not restricted at present,” a CITES
representative said, "There is insufficient evidence that the species
has undergone a marked decline in population size in the wild
large enough to justify its transfer to Appendix I.”

Qatar votes to save polar bear population

By Fran Gillespie /Doha
Gulf Times

A majority of CITES Parties voted against the proposal by the US
to transfer polar bears from Appendix II listing to Appendix I,
which would have banned international commercial trade in the
animals’ parts and products.

Voting was 48 in favour of the transfer and 62 against, with 11
countries abstaining. The CITES delegate for Qatar, Ghanem
Abdullah from the Ministry of the Environment, said that Qatar had
voted in favour of moving the polar bear to Appendix I, in view of
the increasing threat posed to the animals by climate change.
Addressing a press conference yesterday attended by Willen
Wijinstekers, the outgoing Secretary General of CITES, Canadian
Stephen Nash, chief of the Capacity Building Unit of CITES, said
that the polar bear had been on Appendix II for many years, and
its status is closely supervised.

The Parties have shown that they are happy with that supervision,
he said. He observed that the Canadian far north has an extremely
harsh climate and very few natural resources were available to its
indigenous peoples.

Allowing monitored hunting of polar bears, whether for sport or for
commercial purposes, was an important element of their
subsistence. The welfare of polar bears would continue to be
managed under Appendix II regulations.

Jeff Flocken, a director of the International Fund for Animal
Welfare (IFAW) commented, "CITES parties have turned their
backs on this iconic species. With only 20,000 toe 25,000 polar
bears remaining, the Parties have chosen to ignore the latest
science which predicts the population will decline by two-thirds by
2050."

He added, "Polar bears clearly meet the criteria for an uplisting to




Stephen Nash, Chief, Capacity Building Unit, CITES Secretariat and Ghanim Abdulla Mohammed, Director of
Conservation of Wildlife at the Ministry of Environment, Qatar during a press conference at Sheraton hotel

yesterday.

No trade reprieve for
polar bears at CITES

BY HUDA NV

DOHA: Qatar-supported US
proposal aiming to curb interna-
tional trade of polar bear and parts
received & major setback at the
15th conference of parties (CoP13)
of Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of
the Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES),
vesterday,

Falling short of the required
two-third majority, the polar bears
have failed to be transferred to
CITES Appendix I from Appendix
1. With only 20,000 to 25,000
polar bears remaining, experts
prodiet the population to decline
by two-thirds by 2050, largely due
to climatic changes followed by
commercial trade,

The US position amphasised that
any additional threats including a
relatively small commercial trade in
polar bears adds additional pressure
to an already stressed population,
Therefore, a precautionary approach,
to eliminate the commercial trade in
polar bears by listing them in CITES
Appendix | was appropriate,

However, majority of the
parties at CITES meets rejected
the proposal over concerns it
would hurt indigenous economies
and arguments the practice didn't
pose a significant threat to the
animals. Alse, though a number
of nations recognised the threat
that the polar boar faces from loss
of sea ice due to climate change,
they disagreed over whether the
requirements of Appendix I listing
eriterin were met.

Canada, along with Norway
and Greenland, led the opposition
to the U.S. proposal. “Trade is
minimal and the hunting done
by indigenous communities is
eritical to their economies. Only
two-percent of Canadian polar

bears are internationally traded
and the country strictly manages
the commerce. There is no doubt
that action must continue to
ensure the conservation of polar
bears. Canada’s goal is long
term survival of polar bears.
But Canada does not think the
proposal is supported by facts,”
Canada delegation said.

*Climate change is the biggest
challenge for Polar bear and a
listing in Appendix I cannot halp
it,” said an Inuit leader from
Canada, “Polar bear hunting is
the enly source of livelihood for us
a8 we do not have timber or fish,
They are the source of our food,
alothing and shelter. We have
been hunting for generations; we
hunt them in & sustainable way
and will continue doing so with
or without an international ban.
We have lot to lose if polar trade
does not exist any more.”

Nerway cited the polar bear
lacking any biological criteria
to be listed in Appendix I and
daseribed the proposal as being
“premature.” They also asked the
issue to be looked into by Polar bear
conservation groups rather than
CITES. Greenland delegation said
theta thers was no on going decline
in Polar Bear population which
was many folds higher than 5,000,
They argued that well established
measures already exdsted,

After more than one hour of
discussion of the proposal, CITES
Committes put the matter to
vote, The final results were 48
in support, 62 opposed, and 11
abstentions.

*The US knows knows about the
implication the ban would have
on the communities, however we
make a choies,” Jane Lyder, Head
of US CITES delegation had said
earliar. THE PENINSULA

SHAIVAL DALAL
Mairana mallard
is removed from
Appendix | listing

DOHA: The CITES committee [,
which deals with species listing
decisions removed mairana mal-
lard from its Appendix I listing,
based on unanimous consensus.
Apart from bluefin tuna and polar
bear, CITES meeting discussed
four other species.

Deletion of mairana mallard
(Anas oustaleti), a bird known
only from the islands in mariana
Archpelago in the western Pacific,
was put forward by Switzerland
as a depositary government, at
the request of CITES Animal
Committee. Mo sightings of the
species were noted since 1879 and
experts balieve that the species is
extinct, Sinee it was not i
as a speoies in the current CITES
standard reference for birds, it
was removed from Appendix I,

The proposal to transfer
Morelet's Crocodile (Crocodyllus
moreletti) from Appendix T to
Appendix 11 witnessed a debate
between Mexico and Guatemala.
Mexdeo, supported by Spain, China
and US argued that the species
does not meet the eriteria for being
in Appendix I as it was no longer a
threatened species. Guatemala and
Nicaragua showed lack of sclentific
surveys in the range countries apart
for Mexico to support the proposal
and hence asked for amendment.
The proposal was passed for
transferring the crocodiles in
Mexico alone to Appendix I

From the MENA region, Egypt
had asked the transfer of Nile
Crocodile (Crocodyllus niloticus)
from Appendix [ to Appendix II
was becoming more of a danger
to the peopls Iving in the habitat
vieinity of the erocodile, The stance
was supported by Yeman, Qatar,
Uganda,China, Spain, Saudi Arabin

THE PENINSULA
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Bluefin tuna ban
plan sinks in
East-West rift

BY SATISH KANADY

DOHA: A proposal to ban
trade in bluefin tuna from
the Atlantie Ocean and the
Mediterrancan Sea was voted
down at the Convention
on International Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES)
yesterday.

The original proposal of
Monaco, strongly supported by
the US, was crushed with 68 votes
to 20, Thirty nations abstained
from wvoting. The Chair was
foreced to cut short the debate
on the inelusion of the critically
endangered species in Appendix
I of the CITES as Libya strongly
opposed the move and called for
immediate voting.

Contrary to speculation in the
international media about a pos-
gible ban on tuna at the Doha
meet, the proposal strongly
backed by the conservation lobby,
was defeated by a overwhelming
majority. This is the second time
the move to impose ban on the
international trade in bluefin
tuna has failed, after it met with
the same fate in 1992,

*We are happy with the man-
date of the Convention. This deci-
sion makes us more responsible
in recovering the species,” the
jubilant Japanese delegation head
Miayvhara Massamori, told the
waiting media outside the confer-
ence Hall. Japan, which is & major
consumer of bluefin tuna, was
leading the team to oppose the
‘unrealistic’ move by the interna-
tional conservation agency.

The almost three hour discus-
sion on the question of banning
the oross-border trade in blue-
fin Tuna was cut short by the
strong intervention of Libya. "We

condemn the proposal. The pro-
pozal rejects all the ramifications
of the Convention. The proposal is
full of lies. The Chair must imme-
diately stop the debate and go for a
voting”, Libya said. Libya's motion
was supported by Sudan.

The prospects of the contro-
versial proposal getting ratifed in
its original spirit at yesterday's
meeting got dimmer when the EU
bloe offered its ‘conditional’ sup-
port to the proposal. Later, it was
the Asian-Arab-Latin American
bloe that turned the tables on
the Western Bloe and dashed
the hopes of the international
conservation lobby,

Speaking on behalf of the EUJ,
Spain said the EU stands behind
the proposal and does feel that it
is time for including bluefin tuna
in Appendix . But the EU would
like to propose an amendment
to the original proposal initiated
by Monaco, the Spanish delega-
tion head said. Indonesia, Tunisia,
Venezuela, Chile, Republie of South
Korea, Senegal and United Arab
Emirates (UAE) said a firm ‘no’
to the Monaco proposal and put
the onus of protecting the species
on International Commission for
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas
(ICCAT) saying CITES has noth-
ing to do with bluefin tuna.

*Its very disappointing. Today's
decision is the outeome of inten-
sive lobbying. This is the first time
the US is supporting & CITES
proposal. The proposal has world
support” said US delegation head
Jane Lyder. She said Monaco's
proposal to ban the interna-
tional trade of bluefin tuna was
supported by seientific evidence
provided by ICCAT.

THE PENINSULA
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PRESS RELEASE

More terrestrial fauna placed under CITES

Proposal to regulate trade in red and pink corals
widely used in jewellery defeated again

Doha, 21 March 2010 — A two-week meeting of the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) decided by consensus today to include
several reptiles and amphibians from Central America and the Islamic Republic of Iran in its lists.

Governments did not have any objection to regulating trade in a Guatemalan Spiny-tailed
iguana (Ctenosaura palearis) and other three species of iguanas native to central and south-
eastern Mexico, the Yucatan Peninsula and Central America. These iguanas are mainly vegetarian,
but occasionally feed on insects (ants, wasps and beetles), and are known to be in demand for the
international exotic pet trade, mainly in Europe and the United States.

The CITES summit also adopted measures to protect a whole genus of tree frogs from Central
and South America that is under pressure owing to habitat degradation and loss, and to the fungal
disease chytridiomycosis. Some of these frogs are subject to international trade.

Continuing in the same trend for terrestrial species, a salamander endemic to the Islamic
Republic of Iran was also listed by consensus in Appendix I, which means that international
commercial trade is prohibited. The Kaiser’s newt (Neurergus kaiseri) is protected in its range State
and the main concern is the demand for this species on the international market. Individuals
caught in the wild are being illegally exported and find their way into the pet trade for use in
aquaria.

Towards the end of the afternoon, the agenda turned again to marine species to consider a
proposal submitted by the United States to control trade in 31 species of red and pink precious
corals (Appendix II). Three years after a similar proposal was rejected at the Hague meeting,
delegates have defeated for the second time (with 64 votes in favour, 59 against and
10 abstentions) the attempt to list some additional precious corals in CITES (black corals are
already protected by CITES).

The family Coralliidae includes over 30 pink and red coral species, the most commercially
valuable precious corals. These species have been fished for millennia, and millions of items are
traded internationally each year. According to the proposal of the United States, the greatest risk to
populations of Coralliidae is fishing to supply international trade, with landings that have declining by
60-80 % since the 1980s, and reductions in the size structure of populations in fished areas
equivalent to a loss of 80-90 % of the reproductive modules (polyps). International demand has
contributed to serial depletions of most known populations of pink and red corals, and newly-
discovered stocks have been rapidly exhausted.

International Environment House ¢ CITES Secretariat, Press Service, Chemin des Anémones * CH-1219 Chatelaine, Geneva *
Tel: +41 (22) 917 81 56 « Fax: +41 (22) 797 34 17 « Email: juan.vasquez@cites.org * Web: http://www.cites.org



In early December 2009, an FAO Expert Panel concluded that the available evidence did not
support the proposal to include all species in the family Coralliidae (Corallium spp. and
Paracorallium spp.) in CITES Appendix II.

The Panel considered that populations representing a large proportion of the abundance of the
seven species [Corallium rubrum, C. japonicum, C. secondum, C. elatius, C. konojoi, Corallium sp.
nov., C. lauuense (C. regale)] globally did not meet the biological criteria for listing in Appendix II.

Lack of sufficient scientific evidence and the impact on the livelihoods of costal local populations
depending on corals were the main arguments advanced by the opponents to this proposal. Coming
tomorrow, elephant conservation and ivory sales.

Note to journalists: For more information, contact Juan Carlos Vasquez at +974-4175621 or
+974-5692804 (cell), or juan.vasquez@cites.org
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Timing of essence in tuna vote / Unlikely ally
Libya's call for quick vote fueled anger at
'conspiracy’

Satoshi Koreeda, 1zuru Jitsumori and Toshiyuki Fukushima / Yomiuri Shimbun
Correspondents

DOHA--An unlikely ally and impeccable timing helped Japan snatch an
unlikely victory from the jaws of defeat in Doha.

While early projections pointed to the easy passage of a proposal to ban the
export of Atlantic bluefin tuna--a result that would have stung Japan as the main
importer of the prized fish--some shrewd behind-the-scenes maneuvering set the
stage for the proposal's demise.

The beginning of the end for the proposal led by Monaco and the European
Union was triggered by an outburst from the Libyan delegate at the Convention
on International Trade in Endangered Species, or CITES.

At a committee meeting Thursday in the Qatari capital, the Libyan delegate
shouted his objection to the U.S.-backed proposal, saying it was "part of a
conspiracy of developed countries." His comment was a direct appeal to anti-
West sentiment among developing countries.

The Libyan representative then called for the discussion to be wound up and an
immediate vote held. The proposal to ban bluefin trade was then rejected.

Hc:wevm japﬂn can taka some credit for nudging Libya a]ong on T.h:s matter.

“II‘ [a vote is taken] now, we're likely to win," Fisheries Agcncy head Katsuhiro
Machida was quoted by a source as telling Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Minister Hirotaka Akamatsu over the phone Wednesday.

The source said Akamatsu made up his mind to go along with Arab states that
were scrambling to take an immediate vote to reject the proposal. "If we're going
to win, let's do it as soon as possible," he said.

Late Thursday, the day when discussions on the bluefin tuna export ban started
at the conference, the ministry's office dealing with the issue received a phone
call from Doha. It was the news they had been waiting for.

"Monaco's proposal was resoundingly defeated,” came the message down the

line.

WAL . Ljﬂ&n:. Jai. (5 Mm
(Mar. 21, 2010)



China, 8. Korea get on board

The CITES meeting was also the arena for debate on a proposal to regulate the
commercial shark trade.

This proposal had perturbed China, which uses shark as an ingredient in many
dishes, including shark fin soup. The Chinese delegation was worried that

moves to regulate bluefin tuna trade would galvanize attempts to do the same for
sharks.

This prompted China to back Japan on the bluefin issue.

Japan's cause also was helped by Iceland's successful push to have the bluefin
proposal put to a secret ballot. Fishing has long been the economic backbone of
leeland, which was against the bluefin tuna export ban and has applied for EU
membership.

With Buropean nations not presenting a unified front and China and other

emerging nations and South Korea siding with Japan, the initially slim prospects
of success swiftly gave way to a growing confidence that the proposal would be
shot down.

Masanori Miyahara, chief counselor of the Fisheries Agency, secretly visited
Libya to solicit the North African country's support in opposing the bluefin tuna
export ban at the CITES conference.

Though Libya initially had little more than a passing interest in the issue, Japan
managed to persuade it to support Japan's stance.

International meetings often expose confrontations between industrialized and
developing countries. Japan's interests usually run counter to those of
developing countries. But this time, the government made meticulous
preparations for the meeting and capitalized on developing countries'
frustrations against decision-making led by the United States and European
countries.

This tactic worked brilliantly and led to the decision that Japan had been hoping

for at the meeting. T
WWw.yomiuri.co.jp
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TIMESONLINE
From The Sunday Times
March 21, 2010

Japan lands a death sentence for the bluefin
Charles Clover

It was a desperate defeat. The European Union and the United States had come to Doha to save the
bluefin tuna, a fish so delicious as sushi and sashimi that large specimens fetch $100,000 on the Japanese
market. As a consequence the species is as endangered as the white rhino. But, just like the tunas that
return each year to the Mediterranean to spawn and find themselves in a labyrinth of nets, the
conservationist nations have swum into a trap.

What followed was not pretty. Japan and the fishing nations inflicted a stunning defeat on the
conservationist countries, which had wanted to ban international trade in bluefin tuna. Japan's victory,
against the weight of scientific opinion, not only raises the question of whether the bluefin can survive but
also whether rationality can ever prevail in preventing endangered species from being obliterated.

Recriminations have already started among the losers in Doha, where the 176 parties to the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) go on meeting until the end of the week. There is anger
about the part played by the dithering Spanish presidency of the EU, about French compromises,
multerings about unimaginative British officials and amazement at the failures of EU and US diplomacy.

In theory, these two power blocs had a strong hand. No one could remember a better scientific case to
support a temporary ban on trade in any species. Two scientific bodies, the scientific committee of the
Atlantic tuna commission, the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) and
a special panel of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation agreed that the bluefin stock
qualified for a ban because it had declined to less than 15% of its historical levels.

Old Cites hands say the mistake that the European Union and United States made is that they thought a
robust scientific assessment alone could get a species listed on one of the appendices of Cites (appendix Il
means regulated trade under quotas; appendix |, a trade ban). That was once true. But Cites has got
political. Over the past decade or so, winning has become a matter of building alliances and buying votes.
It's a dirty business and, as far as one can see, the conservation nations failed to get their hands dirty.

While Japan and its allies perceived a threat to their fishing interests from a listing under the Cites lrealy six
months ago, the EU and the US were preoccupied until a month ago with sorting out their internal divisions.
They did not grasp the strength of the alliance ranged against them in Qatar.

Japan appointed as its head of delegation the charming and ruthless Masanori Miyahara, chief of the
Fisheries Agency of Japan, a veteran of a successful campaign in 1992 to stop a ban on bluefin fishing.

Everyone knew that the 13 proposals to list marine species, led by sharks and bluefin tuna, were the most
controversial this year. There was an early sign of trouble when we heard the Arab League was against all
the marine proposals because of the economic impact on north African fishermen. On the morning of the
bluefin debate, we learnt that Japan had entertained its allies to a banquet featuring bluefin tuna the night
before. When she heard that, Sylvia Earle, one of the most distinguished ocean campaigners in the United
States, muttered: “Neanderthals.”

The debate itself was an ambush. Monaco put forward the proposal for a ban, then the EU gave it qualified
support. But the Spanish presidency droned on unconvincingly and too long. The EU's conservation-
minded countries — Britain, Germany and Sweden — had to remain silent under daft EU protocol.



Compromise reached on tiger trade proposal
Posted on 21 March 2010
WWF

Doha, Qatar: WWF welcomed improvements over trade in tigers and other Asian big cat species
at a United Nations meeting on wildlife trade.

An amended CITES resolution on Asian big cats calls for increased regional cooperation among
tiger range states, improved reporting, establishment of a tiger trade database and improved law
enforcement. Representatives from the more than 100 governments attending the meeting,
including the majority of the tiger range countries, agreed unanimously to a European Union
(pé?_?gg?l at Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora

“This proposal was a test for the effectiveness of CITES as an international conservation
agreement and despite the compromise, progress was made,” said Ca rlos Drews, Director,
Species Programme, WWF International. "But words alone will not save wild tigers as a global
poaching epidemic empties Asia’s forests and CITES governments will need to live up to the
commitments made today.”

Unfortunately, no improvements were agreed to strengthen the control of domestic trade in tiger
parts and products from tiger farms. Tiger range countries led by China claimed that CITES
oversight would infringe on the sovereignty of countries and was beyond the mandate of CITES
as an international treaty, even though similar measures have already been taken by CITES for
Tibetan antelope, elephants, rhinos and sturgeon. However, the decision relating to tiger farming
agreed at the last meeting of the CITES Conference of the Parties in 2007 was retained, so the
control measures have not weakened.

‘TWE are pleased that no ground was lost and that China joined the consensus,” added Drews. "It
is now up to the tiger range countries to work with the wider international community to crack
down on illegal poaching and trade, and further reduce demand for tiger products.”

Investigations have found products like tiger bone wine are still openly available in Asian markets
and online. Sustained efforts through demand reduction campaigns are desperately needed or
the gains made since China's 1993 domestic tiger trade ban will be severely compromised.

With tiger numbers still decreasing and an estimated 3,200 wild tigers remaining, poaching and
illegal tiger trade as the most urgent threat to their survival must be addressed aggressively.

Norway, Kenya and the United States sggke for a ban. Then it became open season on the .
conservationists by the fishing nations. Country after country — Canada, Indonesia, Tunisia, the United

Arab Emirates, Venezuela, Chile and Senegal — said they wanted the Atlantic tuna commission, which has
allowed the bluefin to get into its present plight, to carry on managing the fish. The conservationists had no
riposte to the fears Japan had stirred up in poor countries that their economies would suffer from a trade

ban.

It was clear where things were going long before a ranting Libyan delegate denounced the scientific
assessments as “lies” and forced a vote. Monaco's proposal was voted down by 68 to 20, with 30
abstentions, a defeat so dire that it is unlikely to be reopened this week, Monaco's ambassador warned that
ICCAT had "a very serious responsibility” to tackle the problem of illegal fishing and set scientific quotas.

This is a disaster for the credibility of Cites. On the plus side America and Europe now back a trade ban
and the pressure is on ICCAT, a fishery management body with a lamentable record, to do a better job. But
that organisation's record has led to it being called the International Conspiracy to Catch All Tuna.

The question now is whether Japan can live up to its promise last week to crack down on illggal fishing and
whether the bluefin can survive three more years until the conservation countries can organise a rematch.



CITES rejects trade controls for overharvested corals
Posted on 21 March 2010
WWF

Doha, Qatar - Governments participating in the United Nations’ species trade convention voted
today against implementing better protections for red and pink coral, which are being
overharvested to supply the international jewelry trade.

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)
governments voted against a joint United States and European Union proposal to list all species
in the family Corallidae in Appendix II of the Convention.

An Appe:ndlx I1 listing would have required countries to introduce measures to ensure
international trade in these corals is sustainable and regulated.

“TRAFFIC and WWF are deeply disappointed with the decision not to list red and pink corals,” said
Ernie Cooper of TRAFFIC Canada.

“Without the trade control measures this would have introduced, the current overharvesting of
these precious corals will continue unabated.”

Ther_e are more than 30 species of Corallidae found worldwide, which are harvested in the
Edﬂedlterranean and the Western Pacific, primarily for the manufacture of jewelry and other objets
"art,

Major harvesting and processing territories include Italy, Japan and Talwan, The USA is the
largest market for red and pink corals.

Many species are known to be threatened through overharvesting, According to TRAFFIC and
WWF there is a clear case that regulation of trade in Corallidae under CITES would provide
important safeguards in support of better management of these valuable coral species,

“This is a shame for CITES governments because it was an opportunity to show that the
Convention has not entirely lost the capacity to face down vested interests that oppose CITES
protection for marine species,” said Dr Colman O’Criodain, Wildlife Trade Policy Analyst at WWF
International.

China has already listed four of the threatened coral species found in its waters in Appendix III of
the Convention. Such a listing requires that trade must be conducted only with the appropriate
paperwork, allows countries to track and assess levels of international trade.

However, several countries considered the identification of corals a serious stumbling block for
implementing trade regulations.

“Bringing up coral identification was just a smokescreen to confuse the issue,” said Cooper, who
is soon to complete a guide to allow identification of corals, and has recently published a method
for using DNA to identify manufactured coral products.

“Today's decision was a question of expediency rather than a full examination of the facts.
Commercial lobbying won through,” said Cooper, adding: “The conservation of corals is all at
sea.”

Between 30 and 50 metric tonnes of red and pink corals are harvested annually to meet
consumer demand for jewelry and decorative items. The United States alone imported 28 million
pieces of red and pink coral between 2001 and 2008.

Corallium populations off parts of the Italian, French and Spanish coasts are no longer
commercially viable, while in the Western Pacific they have been depleted within five years of
their discovery and harvest Is shifting to newly discovered populations.



Newsfront: Wildlife in the Net

2010/03/21

Trading in protected wildlife is booming on the Web with international laws falling behind, ANNE
CHAON reports

FROM ivory trinkets to live parrots, the Internet has become a virtual supermarket in imperilled
species that is hard to track and even harder to crack, say experts. With a quarter of humanity
coming online over the last 15 years, the scale of the problem has caught global wildlife police off-
guard, according to the 175-nation Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES), meeting until Thursday in Doha. "Contemporary international law has fallen behind in its
consideration of wildlife trade conducted via the Internet,” CITES admits. With few resources of
its own, CITES has delegated the task of assessing the scope of illicit e-commerce to non
governmental organisations. An ambitious, 11-nation Investigation carried out by the

International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW), released in Doha, has uncovered a flourishing
traffic in live animals, including primates, rare reptiles and exotic birds. It also found thousands
of products — supposed culinary delicacies and health potions to jewellery — extracted from big
cats, rhinos, elephants and bears. All the contraband came from flora and fauna listed on CITES
Appendix I, which bans international commerce, Specimens and items spotted during a six-week
survey in mid-2008 had an advertised value of nearly US$4million (RM13,2million). "Overall, the
results show a high volume of wildlife trade conducted via the Internet, with thousands of CITES-
listed specimens offered for sale on the Internet every week,"” according to a report of the probe.
Seventy per cent of the trade was based in the United States, with China and Britain each

accounting for about eight per cent. Among live species, exotic birds dominated, while ivory was
by far the top category among derived products. "It is rarely whole tusks.

Usually is it small items,” said Celine Sissler-Bienvenue, IFAW's senior elephant expert. Grace Ge
Gabriel, who heads the organisation’s China operations, has seen a boom in online sales of tiger
wine, a combination of rice wine and tiger bones that has been typically aged three, six or nine
years, "Online, these ads are mainly targeting the Chinese diaspora,” she said. Likewise potions
containing bear bile, used in traditional Chinese medicines to treat ailments ranging from liver
disorders to haemorrhoids to hepatitis. The fluid is extracted over months or years from live

bears through a drip tube surgically inserted through the animal’s abdomen. "The Chinese market
is saturated, but Canadian and American customs are constantly seizing shipments,” Ge Gabriel
said, In some cases, Internet sales may be driving specles not yet listed under the Convention
toward extinction.

In Doha, CITES officials highlighted the plight of a small cousin of the salamander called Kaiser's
spotted newt (Neurergus kaiser), native to Iran, which has submitted a proposal for Appendix I
status to be voted next week.

Only 1,000 specimens remain in the wild, experts estimate, but a 2006 Internet survey found
several sites advertising the colourful creatures for 220 euros (RM996) a piece.

“One Ukrainian company said they had sold more than 200 — all caught in the wild — in one
year,"” said Ernie Cooper, an investigator in Canada for an environmental NGO called TRAFFIC.

Most wildlife sales on the Internet are small-scale, the surveys showed.

“The large crime syndicates have much better ways to sell their merchandise, even in shops,”
sald Ge Gabriel.

Since 2007, major online auction sites — including eBay and Chinese giant taobao.com — have
prohibited trade In ivory and live species.

But even as law enforcement has begun to crack down, online vendors have become more wily,
obfuscating their wares with descriptions such as “made from the teeth of the world’s largest land
mammal”. And even if police can trace an offer to a fixed address, products have often been sold
within a matter of hours, officials say.



Rhino poaching surge in S.Africa linked to organised crime

AFP - The rhinoceras walking dowin the road at South Africa's largest game reserve had no
horns, ane of the few to survive a surge in poaching that has sent killings to a 15-year high.

A startled tourist alerted game rangers to the animal, the first time a poached rhino had been
found still alive at Kruger Mational Park.

“That was really the first case that 1 know of where we found a rhine which the horn was
removed and it was struggling on the road,” sald Kruger spokesman Willlarm Mabasa.

His theory is that poachers used a tranquiliser to let them remove the rhine's horns silently.
Although the animal survived the amputation, veterinarians were unable to save its life.
"They eventually had to destroy it because the wountd was rather too blg,” Mabasa sald.

“rwo rhinos at a nature reserve near Pretoria suffered a similar fate earfier this month after
poachers overdosed them with tranquilisers.

Thelr fate Is emblematic of an Insidious turn in the poaching trade, a top agenda item at the
general assembly of the 175-nation wildlife treaty CITES (Convention on International Trade (n
Endangered Species) undenway in Doha,

Black-markel demand for rhino horn has soared In the past several years, largely due to the
economic boom In east and southeast Asia, where the horn is used for medicinal purposes.

That surge In demand has combined with endemic poverty in many rhina habitats to push rhino
peaching werldwide to the highest levels seen in 15 years, according Lo the wildlife monitoring
group Traffic,

South Africa and nelghbouring Zimbabwe are responsible for 95 percent of the poaching, Trafflc
sald.

Now conservation experts and South African parks officials say international crime syndicates
have entered the trade,

The syndicates sponsor organised hunts and, Increasingly, use hellcopters, military-grade guns
and prescription tranquilisers to pursue their prey.

“Current rhino poaching trends Indicate a high level of organisation and crime syndication at the
local, national, reglonal and international levels,” Reynold Thakhuli, spokesman for South Africa
Mational Parks, told AFP.

*Rhino poaching activity has escalated dramalically throughout South Africa,” he sald.

South Africa’s national parks say they lost 36 rhinos to poaching In 2008 and 50 in 2009.

The country has already lost 31 rhinos to poaching so far this year, according to the International
Rhino Foundation,

Mabasa sald the escalation has hit Kruger Park particularly hard.

“we'd never had an amount of poaching that T would refer to as a problem -- not until last year,”
he sald.

*[ think the highest we'd ever had before was seven in one year” in 2008, he sald, “Then in 2009
we losk 41.7

International palice agency Interpol is moving to crack down on the trade.

In February the organisation carried out a maonth-long sting eperation that led to the selzure of
10 miilion ewros {13.6 million dollars) in legal wildlife medicines and a series of arrests
worldwide.

But more International efforts will be needed to reduce rhino poaching in southern Africa, sald
Oubaas Coetzer, an Inspector with the South African Police Service at Kruger Mational Park.

Coetzer said local police have had success in making low-level arrests. Last year, they arrested
47 rhino poachers for 50 poaching Incidents, '

But poaching only Increased.
*We cannot do anything about the black market price," Coetzer told AFP.

*Sa you catch somebody In the syndicate, he's now out of action. But there are still lots of others
that can fill that space, because of the money. It's organised crime,” he sald.

=arresting people and sending them to jall is not stoppling {poaching). The only thing that can
help is to reduce or completely stop the trade in rhino horn.”



21 March 2010 - 16H44

Red coral left 'unprotected' at wildlife trade talks

AFP - The UN wildlife trade body on Sunday rejected by secret ballot a proposal to require trade
and scientific monitoring for precious red and pink corals harvested in the Mediterranean and the
western Pacific.

The Conference on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), meeting in Doha through
Thursday, was almost evenly split, with 64 countries voting in favour and 59 opposed, but the
measure would have needed a two-thirds majority to pass.

Japan led the opposition to the measure, co-sponsored by the United States and the European
Union.

Many north African countries with extensive cottage industries built up around the precious coral -
- which can sell for tens of thousands of dollar (euros) per kilo -- joined in the "no" vote.

The United States argued that overexploitation was responsible for an approximately 85 percent
drop is harvests over the last three decades, and that global oversight was needed to prevent the
species for slipping past the threshold of viability.

Japan and its allies countered that the deep-water, reef-building organisms were not facing
extinction, and said that proponents had not sufficiently taken into account the impact on coastal
fishing communities.

The measure targeted seven species in the Coralliidae family, one growing in the Mediterranean
and the others in the western Pacific, including Hawaii.

It would also have cover another 24 so-called "look-alike" species to prevent accidental
harvesting.

Environmental and marine conservation groups slammed the decision.

"To say that It Is highly disappointing would be an understatement,” said Ernie Cooper of the
wildlife monitoring group TRAFFIC.

"The message of this COP is that it is going to be very difficult to achieve conservation for high-
value marine species given the concerted effort to block any attempt to list these species on
CITES."

Last week, CITES rejected a total ban on fishing of Atlantic bluefin tuna from the Mediterranean
and the eastern Atlantic.

Historically, the UN trade body has dealt more with charismatic fauna such as great apes, big
cats and elephants, rather than commercially harvested species worth billions.

"The unregulated and virtually unmanaged collection and trade of these 31 species Is driving
them to extinction. Today's decision sets a terrible precedent," sald David Allison of Washington-
based Oceana.



Qatar's efforts to save Oryx hailed Gulf Times

|'l. i
Or Shvon Sluard

The International Unjon for Conservalion of Nalure (IUCN) has lauded
Qaltar's efforls 1o save the Arablan Oryx from extinclion.

“Oalar's caplive breeding programme is very successful” IUCN's Species
Survival Commission chair Dr Simon Stuart told Gulf Times yeslerday after a
wisil 1o the Shahaniya Onyx Canlre.

The Arabian Oryx was hunted heavily in
lhe 20th cenlury, resulling in it being
classified as “endangered” on Ihe IUC
Red List of Threalened Specles. o
The antelcpe, nalive to the desert and
steppe areas of the Arablan Peninzula, is [T
glso placed on Appendix | of Ihet
Convention on  Inlernalional Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (CITES) because of concems
relaling to international trade,
Well-managed breeding and  re-§
Introduction efforts are improving the y
slalus of the Arabian Oryx and have led lo
lhe species becoming eligible to be down- [T
listed to “Vulnerable' on the IUCH Red List §
in 2011.

As of 2008, ihe animal's world populatio
was eslimaled lo be about 1,100 in the
wild and 6,000-7,000 in caplivity, zoos,
reserves and private collections.

In Qatar, we have more than 1,300
Arabian  Oryx,”  the  Ministy  of ki
Enviranmenl's wildlife and prolected area il
consultant, Ghanim Abdulla Mohamed,
explained.

In the late '50s and early "60s, the species

hed become near-exlincl due lo severe hunling with the availabifity of guns
and 4WD vehicles.

*But, Sheikh Jassim bin Hamad al-Thani, uncle of HH the Emir Sheikh
Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thanl, became Ihe first man in the region to caplure
few animals from the Emply Quarer enduring extreme hardships and bring
them to Qalar, thus launching Operalion Oryx,” Mohamed recalled,

At more than 583,000sq km the Emply Quarter takes in subslantial porliens
of Saudi Arabia, as well as parls of Oman, Yemen, and the UAE lo creale an
arid wilderness larger than France,

“A group of Brilish scientisis look few Arabian Oryx from Qatar lo London in
the early '60s and then to Phoenlx, Arizona, US, where lheir numbers
Increased on account of good protection and management,” the official said.
Saudi Arabla and Oman also have aclive breeding programmes and re-
Introduced Arabian Oryx into the wild. Qalar has given some animals to
cerlain countries in the region, bul is yet to re-introduce them info the wild,

“In Qalar we now Keep the Arablan Oryx In three reserves — Shahaniya,
Ushaijrij and Mazhabyah ~ afier having lost a number of animals to fool and
moulh disease several years ago,” Mohamed said.

Ciatar Is the first couniry in the Gull 1o have a vaccinalion programme for the
Oryx, he added. Dr Stuar staled that the Qatari stock of the animal is very
impartant for the future of the Arabian Oryx.

|UCH arranged the visit to the Shahaniya Oryx Cenlre on the sidelines of he
angoing 15th Conferenca of the Parlies of the Ciles.

IUCHN, the world's oldest and largest global environmenlal network, helps the
warld find pragmalic solulions lo the most pressing environmenl and
development challenges.

it supports scientific research, manages fiald projects all aver lhe world and
brings governments, non-governmenl organisalions, United Malions
agencles, companies and local communilies ftogether lo develop and
implemant policy, laws and bes| practica.




Kenya : Summit Urges ICT Use to Control Poaching
Walter Menya

21 March 2010

Allafrica.com

Nairobi — As poachers refine their criminal tactics, governments have been urged to adopt
internet and new Information and Communication Technologles (ICTs) to combat the vice.

Delegates at the ongoing Convention on International Trade in Endangered Specles of Wild Fauna
and Flora (CITES) in Doha, Qatar were advised exploit the growing Importance of ICT in
protecting wild fauna and flora.

KWS, the Kenya Police, the Lusaka Agreement Taskforce and Interpol have also told of the
growing level of refinement being used by poachers to rob the continent of one of its most
valuable assels.

“Formerly, the poachers used rudimentary weapons such as bows and arrows, but they have now
acquired firearms," KWS deputy director In charge of security Peter Leitoro sald. "The level of
sophistication is really high.”

Statistics Indicate that the country lost 47 elephants In 2007 to poachers, but that figure more
than tripled In 2008 to 145,

By the end of last month, Kenya had lost 216 elephants Lo the criminals, and KWS had managed
to selize 1,087 kilogrammes of ivory. The vice has seen the elephant population drop from
167,000 in 1973 to only 30,000 in 2005.

The CITES secretarlat acknowledged the growing Importance in fighting the vice stating that it
could also be used to connect legitimate traders of wildlife to consumers who include game

watchers,

"perhaps our blggest challenge is to find ways to help those consumers, who are becoming more
and more used to ordering and paying on-line, to determine whether whal they are being offered
Is legal and traded sustainably,” the secretariat said in a statement after Saturday's deliberations.

Some countries are already using new technologies to optimize trade procedures, facilitate legal
trade and harmonize CITES parmit and certificate Issuance procedures with new international
norms and standards.

The advent of CITES electronic permitting and the single window environment lllustrate these
trends well,

The 15th Cites Conference of the Parties (COP15) runs from March 13 to 25

Demise of coral, salamander show impact of Web

oo tar (AP) — The Internet has emerged as one of the greatest threats rare species,
l‘ue‘l-llr?& ﬁxae Hlégal}wlldhlfe trade and making it easler to buy ever'fthin? from live baby lions Lo :
wine made from tiger bones, conservationists said Sunday. The Web's impact was made clear &
the meeting of the 175-nation Convention on International Trade In Endangered Spe:!e:, ar :
CITES. Delegates voted overwhelmingly Sunday to ban the trade of the Kaiser's spotted new
which the World Wildlife Fund says has been devastated by the Internet trade.



21 March 2010, 11:07
Sunday Tribune

The rhinoceros walking down the road at South Africa's largest game reserve had no horns, one
of the few to survive a surge in poaching that has sent killings to a 15-year high.

A startled tourist alerted game rangers to the animal, the first time a poached rhino had been
found still alive at Kruger National Park.

“That was really the first case that I know of where we found a rhino which the horn was
removed and it was struggling on the road,” said Kruger spokesman William Mabasa.

His theory Is that poachers used a tranquiliser to let them remove the rhino's horns silently.
Although the animal survived the amputation, veterinarians were unable to save its life.
"They eventually had te destroy it because the wound was rather too big,” Mabasa sakd,

Two rhinos at a nature reserve near Pretoria suffered a similar fate earlier this month after
poachers overdosed them with tranquilisers.

Thelr fate Is emblematic of an insidious turn in the poaching trade, a top agenda item at the
general assembly of the 175-nation wildlife treaty CITES (Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species) underway in Doha.

Black-market demand for rhino horn has soared In the past several years, largely due to the
economic boom in east and southeast Asla, where the horn Is used for medicinal purposes.

That surge in demand has combined with endemic poverty in many rhine habitats to push rhino
poaching worldwide to the highest levels seen In 15 years, according to the wildlife monitaring

group Trafflc.

South Africa and neighbouring Zimbabwe are responsible for 95 percent of the poaching, Traffic
sald.

Now conservation experts and South African parks officials say International crime syndicates
have entered the trade.

The syndicates sponsor organised hunts and, increasingly, use helicopters, military-grade guns
and prescription tranquilisers to pursue their prey.

“Current rhine poaching trends indicate a high level of organisation and crime syndication at the
local, national, regional and international levels,” Reynold Thakhull, spokesman for South Africa
Mational Parks, sald.

"Rhing poaching activity has escalated dramatically throughout South Africa,” he sald.

South Africa’s national parks say they lest 36 rhinos to poaching in 2008 and 50 In 2009,

The country has already lost 31 rhinos to poaching so far this year, according to the Internaticnal
Rhino Foundation.

Mabasa said the escalation has hit Kruger Park particularly hard.

"We'd never had an amount of poaching that I would refer to as a problem - not until last year,”
he sald.

*I think the highest we'd ever had before was seven in one year" in 2008, he said. *"Then In 2009
we lost 41."

International police agency Interpol Is moving to crack down on the trade.

In February the crganisation carrled out a month-long sting operation that led to the seizure of
10 million euros (about R100-million) in illegal wildlife medicines and a serles of arrests
worldwide,

»

But more international efforts will be needed to reduce rhino poaching in southern Africa, sald
Qubaas Coetzer, an inspector with the South African Police Service at Kruger Mational Park.

Coetzer sald local police have had success in making low-level arrests. Last year, they arrested
47 rhino poachers for 50 poaching incidents.

But poaching only increased.
“We cannot do anything about the black market price,” Coetzer said.

"Sg you catch somebody in the syndicate, he's now out of action. But there are still lots of others
that can fill that space, because of the money. It's organised crime,” he sald.

=Arresting people and sending them to jall Is not stopping (poaching). The only thing that can
help Is to reduce or completely stop the trade In rhine horn.” - Sapa-AFP



Tiger range countries roar with one voice on trade controls

TRAFFIC

Doha, Qatar, 21 March 2010 —Tiger range countries, including China, reached a strong
consensus at the CITES Conference in Qatar on the way forward to address pressing concerns of
illegal trade threatening wild populations of Tiger and other Asian big cat species. The 13 range
countries, with support from the CITES Parties, also agreed to continue with measures to address
farming of captive populations, and stop breeding of tigers for trade in parts and derlvatives.

A significant market for tiger products persists in China, but commitments from the Chinese
government and traditional Chinese medicine associations point the way forward to making
effective interventions to reduce consumer demand and stop illegal trade.

In January this year, China’s State Forestry Administration issued a Directive which reaffirmed its

policy regarding Tiger conservation and regulation of trade in tiger products, including control of

existing farming activities. The Directive restates China's commitment to stopping illegal Tiger

%aﬁe,hwh‘rch includes the maintenance of a domestic ban in place since 1993 to prohibit trade in
ger bone.

Immediately prior to the CITES Parties meeting in Qatar, the World Federation of Chinese
Medicine Societies (WFCMS) announced in Beijing their commitment to tiger conservation. The
WFCMS, which has 195 member organizations in 57 countries, urged its members not to use
tigers and other endangered wildlife species in traditional medicine.

Following substantive consultations in Doha between Tiger range countries and the EU, the Tiger
range countries agreed on a strengthened platform to control illegal trade in Tiger and other
Asian Big Cats.

Amendments to an EU document calling for strengthening of an existing CITES Resolution on
trade in Asian Big Cats include improved reporting by the range countries on the conservation of,
and trade in, Asian big cats; the establishment of regional enforcement networks; and the setting
up of a database for Asian big cat trade.

The revised Resolution also urges CITES Parties to contribute financial and technical assistance to
enable the range countries to implement the Resolution.

At CoP15, CITES Parties were also urged to support and participate In international conservation
programmes such as the Global Tiger Initiative, the driving force behind the Global Tiger Summit
which will take place in September 2010 in Vladivostok. The Summit will bring together Heads of
State of range countries and interested donor countries to push for firm commitments on the
protection of tigers against poaching, habitat loss, human encroachment and illegal trade.

“The strengthening of the CITES framework, combined with the commitments made by the
Chinese government and other range countries provide the foundation necessary to make the
Global Tiger Initiative deliver on its potential,” said TRAFFIC's Pauline Verheij.

“If the global community is to save the tiger from extinction, we need to work together with
China and the other range countries to reduce the demand for illegal tiger parts and products,
protect the last remaining tiger habitats from poaching and human encroachment, and to ensure
that traders benefiting from illegal trade in tiger and other Asian big cats are brought to justice.”
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BBC News
Internet 'threatens' rare species

The internet has emerged as one of the biggest threats to endangered species;
according to conservationists who are meeting in Doha, Qatar.

Campaigners say it is easier than ever before to buy and sell anything from live baby lions to
polar bear pelts on online auction sites and chatrooms.

The findings were presented at the 175-nation Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (Cites).

Several proposals to give endangered species more protection were defeated.
Delegates will vote on changes to the tfade in ivory later this week.
Web effect

"The internet is becoming the dominant factor overall in the global trade in protected species,”
Paul Todd of the International Fund for Animal Welfare was quoted as saying by the Associated
Press news agency. :

He said thousands of endangered species are regularly traded on the internet, as buyers and
sellers take advantage of the anonymity - and vast global market - the world wide web can offer.

Those trying to police illegal sales say the size of problem is almost impossible to estimate. They
say the US is the biggest market, but that Europe, China, Russia and Australia also play a large
part.

On Sunday, delegates voted to ban all international trade in a rare type of Iranian salamander,

the Kaiser's spotted newt, which the World wildlife Fund says has been devastated by the
internet trade.

But more high-profile attempts to ban trade in polar bears, bluefin tuna and rare corals have all
failed, leaving environmental activists dismayed, the BRC's Stephanie Hancock reports from
Doha.

A proposal from the US and Sweden to regulate the trade in red and pink coral - which is crafted
into expensive jewellery and sold extensively on the web - was defeated.

Delegates voted the idea down mostly over concerns the increased regulations might impact poor
fishing communities.

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/ go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/scie nce/nature/8579310.stm

Published: 2010/03/21 23:56:57 GMT

© BBC MMX
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International CSOs petition Zambia, Tanzania’s bid to lift ivory trade ban
By Kabanda Chulu in Kitwe

Mon 22 Mar. 2010, 04:00 CAT ;

The Post Online Texgzslze - Ront

INTERNATIONAL Civil Soclety Organisations have warned the Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species (CITES) not to accept the proposal by Zambia and Tanzania to lift the ban
on ivory trade because it will result in the extinction of elephants.

Tanzania and Zambia are lobbying the CITES for special exemptions from the ban on killing
endangered elephants for ivory so that proceeds could be used to finance game management and
wildlife conservation, which they claim to be too expensive to fund.

But Kenya and Mall together with other institutions are leading an effort to block this proposal by
Tanzania and Zambia to change the endangered species status of elephants and sell off
stockpiles of Ivory.

In a petition comprising over 500,000 signatures from around the world that will be presented at
the ongoing CITES meeting in Doha, Qatar, the NGOs led by AVAAZ, stated that there was need
to uphold the ban on ivory trading and save whole populations of these magnificent animals.

It stated that as long as there was demand for ivory, elephants were at risk from poaching and
smuggling and signing a petition was the only chance to protect them and crush the ivory
criminals’ profits.

“This proposal by Tanzania and Zambia will send a clear signal to the ivory crime syndicates that
international protection is weakening and it is open-season on elephants. Our best chance to
save the continent’s remaining elephants Is to support African conservationists and we only have
days left and the UN Endangered Species body only meets every three years hence we are calling
on people to sign this petition to protect elephants,” it stated.

Over 20 years ago, the CITES passed a worldwide ban on ivory trading.

Poaching fell and ivory prices slumped. But poor enforcement coupled with ‘experimental one-off



sales’, like the one Tanzania and Zambia are seeking, drove poaching up and turned Illegal trade
into a lucrative business since poachers can launder their illegal ivory with the legal stockpiles.

“Now, despite the worldwide ban, each year over 30,000 elephants are gunned down and their
tusks hacked off by poachers with axes and chainsaws. If Tanzania and Zambia are successful in
exploiting the loophole, this unpleasant trade could get much worse and we have a one-off
chance this week to extend the worldwide ban and repress poaching and trade prices before we
lose even more elephant populations,” It stated. “Across the world's cultures and throughout our
history elephants have been revered in religions and have captured our imagination. But today
these beautiful and highly intelligent creatures are being wiped out.”

On Tuesday, Zambian tourism and environment minister Catherine Namugala defended the
proposal, saying it would enable the country use benefits accruing from the sale of elephants for
national development,

Namugala said the application to down list Zambia's elephant population would have no negative
impact on elephants,

"Zambia's proposal to down list the elephant population is based on findings of a comprehensive
assessment that showed that commercial trade would not be detrimental to the survival of the
elephant,” Namugala said.

Some 1,500 persons representing over 170 government, non- governmental groups, businesses
and indigenous peoples are attending the triennial conference of the CITES.

Officially opening the meeting, CITES Secretary-General Willem Wijnstekers sald governments
had achieved many conservation successes during the 35 years of the CITES treaty but called for
increased political support to meet the new challenges.

“We do not want to risk letting down the developing world in its struggle to ensure that trade in
wild fauna and flora is conducted legally and sustainably,” Wijnstekers said.

The proposal by Zambia and Tanzania, which was filed on November 17, 2009, seeks to ‘transfer
the population of the African elephant, from Appendix I to Appendix 11" of CITES.

Because Appendix I species are considered to be "threatened with extinction,” and trade is only
permitted in exceptional circumstances.

However, if the African elephant is moved to Appendix II, species that are not necessarily
threatened with extinction, but could be if trade is not controlled since avenues for trade will
likely be opened up.

AVAAZ is an international civic organisation that promotes activism on issues such as climate
change, human rights, and religious conflicts.
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Web Complicit in Wildlife Demise?

Conservationists At UN Wildlife Meeting Say Internet Fueling Trade In Endangered
Species

(CBS/ AP) The Internet has emerged as one of the greatest threats to rare species, fueling the
illegal wildlife trade and making it easier to buy everything from live baby lions to wine made
from tiger bones, conservationists and law enforcement officers said Sunday.

The Web's impact was made clear at the meeting of the 175-nation Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species, or CITES. Delegates voted overwhelmingly Sunday to ban the
trade of the Kaiser's spotted newt, which the World Wildlife Fund says has been devastated by
the Internet trade.

A proposal from the United States and Sweden to regulate the trade in red and pink coral - which
is crafted into expensive jewelry and sold extensively on the Web - was defeated. Delegates
voted the idea down mostly over concerns the increased regulations might impact poor fishing
communities.

Trade on the Web poses "one of the biggest challenges facing CITES," said Paul Todd, a
campaign manager for the International Fund for Animal Welfare.

"The Internet is becoming the dominant factor overall in the global trade in protected species,”
he said. "There will come a time when country to country trade Df. large shipments between big
buyers and big sellers In different countries is a thing of the past.'

The IFAW has done several surveys of illegal trade on the Web and a three-month survey in 2008
found more than 7,000 species worth $3.8 million sold on auction sites, classified ads and chat
rooms, mostly in the United States but also Europe, China, Russia and Australia. Most of what is
traded is illegal African ivory but the group has also found exotic birds along with rare products
such as tiger-bone wine and pelts from protected species _Jll;e polar _t:eg_r_s gn_ﬁd_ leopards,

A separate 2009 survey by the group Campaign Against the Cruelty to Animals targeted the
Internet trade in Ecuador, finding offers to sell live capuchin monkeys, lion cubs and ocelots.

"As the Internet knows no borders, it causes several new problems regarding the enforcement of
the protection of endangered species,” the group said in its report,

John Sellar, CITES' chief law enforcement officer, argued the impact of the Web was overblown
and that many species that appear lllegal may in fact may be legal. He also said many big traders

were reluctant to use the Internet, since payments can be traced and they can be ensnared in
undercover operations.

"There seems to be little evidence that there are commercial operations using the Internet,”
Sellar said, "Although the risks may be small depending on which country you are living in, you
can be identified when using the Internet. So there are clearly risks there."

Still, a CITES committee endorsed an e-commerce proposal Sunday that calls on governments to
draft measures to address the Internet trade and law enforcement agencies to dedicate a unit to
focus on it,

The private sector has also moved to limit the illegal trade,

EBay, which was singled out in the IFAW survey as being a main source of much of the ivory
sales, said in a statement that it instituted a complete ban on the ivory trade in 2008, which
activists said has helped slow the trade in tusks on the Web.

The newt is a textbook example of what can happen to one species through trade on the Web.
According to a study by the WWF, the black and brown salamander with white spots is coveted in
the pet trade. They number only around 1,000 and live in Iran's Zagros Mountains. About 200
have been traded annually over the years, mostly through a Web site operated out of Ukraine.
Their population has fallen 80 percent.



"The Internet itself isn't the threat, but it's another way to market the product,” said Ernie
Cooper, who spearhead the investigation into the newt for TRAFFIC Canada. "Most people are not
willing to pay $300 for a salamander. But through the power of the Internet, tapping into the
global market, you can find buyers."

The red and pink coral, which consist of 32 species, are harvested in deep Mediterranean waters
and turned into expensive jewelry either in Italy or cheaper place like Talwan and China,
according to the marine conservation group SeaWeb.

It is the most widely traded and valuable of all precious corals but has no international
protection, resulting in a brisk international trade in the species, the group said.

Opposition to the coral proposal was led by Japan, which also successfully spearheaded efforts
last week to defeat a proposed ban on the international export of Atlantic bluefin tuna, a key
ingredient in sushi. They were joined by several coastal states including Indonesia, Malaysia and
Iceland, all of whom argued the corals are crucial to the survival of local communities and are not
overharvested,

Meanwhile, delegates approved a voluntary conservation plan for endangered tigers that calls for

tougher legislation in countries home to the big cats to tackle widespread smuggling and boost

money spent on law enforcement, = e
The British plan also calls for countries to better control tiger farms and to phase out traditional
medicine markets which fuel demand for tiger parts. The proposal includes no funding for the 13
tiger range countries, only a request for donor assistance.

The Tiger population has plummeted because of human encroachment, the loss of nine-tenths of
their habitat and poaching to supply the illegal trade. Their numbers have fallen from 100,000 at
the beginning of the 20th century to around 3,600 today.

© MMX, CBS Interactive Inc. All Rights Reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten, or redistributed.
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Demise of coral, salamander show
impact of Web

By MICHAEL CASEY
AP Environmental Writer

DOHA, Qatar (AP) -- The Internet has
emerged as one of the greatest threats to
rare species, fueling the illegal wildlife trade [
and making it easier to buy everything from §*
live baby lions to wine made from tiger !
bones, conservationists said Sunday.

The Web's impact was made clear at the
meeting of the 175-nation Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species,
or CITES. Delegates voted overwhelmingly
Sunday to ban the trade of the Kaiser's
spotted newt, which the World Wildlife Fund
says has been devastated by the Internet
trade.

A proposal from the United States and
Sweden to regulate the trade in red and
pink coral - which is crafted into expensive
jewelry and sold extensively on the Web -
was defeated. Delegates voted the idea
down mostly over concerns the increased
regulations might impact poor fishing
communities.
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Buy AP Photo Reprints

| “NpTraal o, o

p.org/dynamic/stories/M/ML UN SAVING_ SPECIES?SITE=AP&SECTIO...

Page 1 of 3

Olher AP Siles

ap.l

Advertisam

3/21/2010



News from The Associated Press Page 2 of 3

the past."

The IFAW has done several surveys of illegal trade on the Web and found
that thousands of species are sold on auction sites, classified ads and chat
rooms, mostly in the United States but also Europe, China, Russia and
Australia. Most of what is traded is illegal African ivory but the group has
also found exotic birds along with rare products such as tiger-bone wine
and pelts from protected species like polar bears and leopards.

A separate 2009 survey by the group Campaign Against the Cruelty to
Animals targeted the Internet trade in Ecuador, finding offers to sell live
capuchin monkeys, lion cubs and ocelots.

"as the Internet knows no borders, it causes several new problems
regarding the enforcement of the protection of endangered species,” the
group said in its report.

The newt is a textbook example of what can happen to one species
through trade on the web. According to a study by the WWF, the black
and brown salamander with white spots is coveted in the pet trade.
Number only around 1,000, about 200 annually are being traded over the
years, mostly through a web site that was operated out Ukraine.

"The Internet itself isn't the threat, but it's another way to market the
product,” said Ernie Cooper, who spearhead the investigation into the
newt for TRAFFIC Canada. "The Kaiser's spotted newt, for example, is
expensive and most people are not willing to pay £300 for a salamander.
But through the power of the Internet, tapping into global market, you can
find buyers."

The red and pink coral, which consist of 32 species, are harvested in deep
Mediterranean waters and turned into expensive jewelry either in Italy or
in cheaper locals like Taiwan and China, according to the marine
conservation group SeaWeb.

It is the most widely traded and valuable of all precious corals but has no
international protection, resulting in a brisk international trade in the
species, the group claims.

The proposal is being opposed by the industry and some Asia countries
which contend the corals are not over harvested and are still common in
their range.

© 2010 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. Learn more about our
Privacy Policy.

Click here for copyright permissions!
Copyright 2008 Associaled Press
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Corals go unprotected at CITES
Web posted al: 3/22/2010 2:58:13
Source - The Peninsula

By Huda NV

DOHA: A secret ballot and a majority support-vole could do nolhing lo
protect the depleling red and pink corals (Corallidae), one of the most
valuable wildlife commodities, at the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), yesterday. A
proposal to monitor the trade of the corals, put forward by Sweden on
behalf of the EU and US, went down the drain as opposing countries
brought in issues of human livelihood.

The EU-US proposal, supported by Croalia and the UAE, had called for
an Appendix Il for the corals with an 18 month delay in putting the lisling
into effect so as to give parties involved lime to resolve technical and
administrative issuas.

There are more than 30 species of Corallidae found worldwide, and 30 lo
50 metric tonnes of red and pink corals are harvested annually to meet
consumer demand for jewellery and decorative items. The United Stales
alone imporied 28 million pieces of red and pink coral belween 2001 and
2008,

While the red and pink populations are no longer commercially viable in
some parts, in the Western Pacific they have depleted within five years of
their discovery. Coral colonies which once used to be 50cm in height, in
the Mediterranean, are now only three to five centimelers tall in 80
percent of the “coral-mining” area. The species grow less than one
millimetre a year; the organisms take 100 years o reach malurity, but
newly discovered beds are often exploited beyond the capacity to
reproduce wilhin a couple of years.

Unilike other coral species in trade, Coralliidae receives no internalional
Irade proteclion.

An Appendix | listing would have ensured lo introduce measures fo
implement regulations on international trade in these corals.

The opposition to the proposal was lead by Japan and Tunisia who said
that proper management was in place and it would affect the livelihood of
hundreds of poor fishermen. They also brushed aside overexploitation as
baseless.

“These corals do not meet the criteria for being listed in Appendix I. Also,
the listing will have serious negative repercussions. Coral generales
5,000 jobs in our country, and 1.4 million dinar every year," said a
delegate from Tunisia, who called for a secrel ballot. Joining the 'no’
voted were, Libya, Malaysia, Morocco, Iceland and Singapore.

With 64 countries voling in favour of the proposal and 58 opposed, the
measure fell short of two-lhirds majority o pass and was rejecled.
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*The majorily support is significant and usually it takes more than one
meeting lo get international support for these issues,” said Thomas L
Strickland, Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, US
Depariment of the Interior and the Chief of US CITES delegation.

“ e will still continue our efforts to bring in these issues including the
luna to the forefront. Our activilies to conserve the species will continue
as the only winners and losers here are the species and lhe planet,” he
told The Peninsula.
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Ivory bids fall on poaching fears
By Richard Black
Enviconment correspondent, BBC News _

The UN's wildlife trade
organisation has turned down
Tanzania's and Zambia's
requests to sell ivary, amid
concarn about alephant
poaching.

Thi countries asked the
Cenvention on Interational Trade
in Endangerad Specias (CITES)
meeting to permit one-off sales
from goverament stockplles,

The ivary trade was banned in
1989, but two sales have since
been granted to nalions showing
elfective conservation,

Kenya withdrew a bid to ban sales
far 20 years, alter finding little
suppart.

Seizures of ivory hawe nsen markedly in
rcenk years

Most conservation groups wing
delighted that the Tanzanlan dnd
Fambtan bids were turned down.

*This is a real victory for elephants,” sald lason Bell-Leask, director of
Southern African operations with the Internatienal Fund for Anlmal
Wellare (Ifaw).

Others argued that the real issue Facing African elephants was
poaching, not the occaslonal legal sale.

*While the issue of whether sales should be allowed to proceed or not
has dominated much of the discussions here... the key diiving force
behind the ongoing elephant poaching is the continued existence of
ilegal domestic lvory markets across parts of Alrica and Asia,” sald
Steven Broad, execubive director of Traflic, the body charged with
manitoring the llegal wildlife trade.

Tralfic's latest report shows that a4
poaching and smuggling are rife in
West Africa in particular, with stocks Increase and poachers sra
several Asian nations comphicit in put out of business

smuggling. »”

Eugonn Lapginte, IWHMEC Workd
Conservation Trusl

Where people are given
Incentives to consarye, elephant

tigeria, the Democratic Repullic of
Congo and Thalland are plcked out
a% the worst offendors.

Organised crime syndicales are increasingly involved in the lucrative
trade.

"Poaching and illegal ivory markets in central and western Africa must
be effectively suppressed before any further ivory sales take place,”
sald Elisabeth McLeltan, species programme manager with WWF
International,

Rejection slips

An expert report released on the eve of the CITES conference raised
concerns aboul the extent to which grganised crime rings are involved
in Tanzanla's poaching and smuggling operations,

Although commending the national witdlife services for their
*professional” approach, it noted signs of a declining commitment Lo
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FROM OTHER NEWS SITES

Mew York Timaes Bid to Relax
International Ban on the Sake of Ivory 1s
Refected - 7 hrs ago

Yahoo! UK and Ireland Elephant trade
ban realfirmed for Tanzania, Zambia -
16 hrs ago

Citizen.co.za UN wildlife body rojects
bids to reopen ivary trade - 17 hrs ago

CBS News Tanzania, Zambia Bid lor
Ivory Sales Nixed - 19 hrs ago

CRC Zambia ivory sales refected by UN
body - 20 hrg ago

About these results
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"Muscular’ UK Space Agency set up
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law enforcemant and a lack of co-ardination betveen wildiife and Dinosaur rise Hnked to volcanksm
customs services. Date set for start of LHC physics
Tralfic also noted that almost hall of the lvory in the government's [ Naws feeds

stackpiles - which would have been the source for the ivory sales - was

of unknown origin,

MOST POPULAR STORIES NOW
As a resull of this, it recommended CITES EXPLATNED

rejecting Tanzania's bid. Simitar Thiestened organisms Biked on SHARED READ  WATCHED/LISTENED
misglvings also led Lo a thioe appendices dapondang on o
: ; ritain o expel Israel diplomat
recommaendation to reject the fevel ol tik ] J
Zamblan proposal, Appendi= 1 = all intarnational trada Last Supper "Nas got super-sheed
Sannad China slams Google censering niove
Both countries also failed in bids to Appendia 2 - intornalsonal Wrade
swillch their elephants frem CITES ~— maniloced and regulated Ex-55 man given ife for murdars
Appendix One to Appendix Two, Appenduor 3 - trade bans by Freak storm hits Perth, Australia
v vk udl govermments, alliers
which would have permilted trades sakisd 5 .Em‘ India’s unbearabio lightness of boing
wngler certain restrictions.
der caninin Teskrichion "Uptiling” - mewving organism lo @ ‘Good fal' culs heart risk by 205
i mare profegiive appendic;
The vate on the Zambian proposal B PP Germany warng against Firehox use

TdownlEEting” - the reverss
Conferences of the Paries [C0Ps) Dinpsaur rise inked to volcanism
held gwvery Uheee yoars

CITES administened by UN
day. Enwirgnment Programme {Unep)

was extremely close, and Zambla
may seek to re-open the issue on
Thursday, the conference's final Baraet veill budld In Jeniadem/!

Most ul L in detall
A number of conservation and animal wellare groups say the one-off bl o

vory sales ensure thera is an ongoling market into which crime rings
can sell popached ivary, although the data is hard to interpret.

Howewver, Eugene Lapainte, president of the IWMC World Conservation
Trust and a former CITES secretary-general, sald the ane-off sales
generated revenue that under CITES rules had to be ploughed back
into clephant conservation,

“The situation is simple: prohibition plus poverty causes poaching,® he
said.

“wWhere people are given incentives to conserve, elephant stocks
increase and poachers are put oul of busingss.”

Thie last legal sale - in Botswana, Namibia, South Alrica and Zimbabwe
- took ptace in 2008,

Over the weekend, the CITES meeling In Doha, Qatar also turned
dawn & bid bo ban trade i red and pink corals from the Mediterrancan
Sea.

Conservation groups say the corals - which are used in jewellery - ang
threatened with local extinction if extraction continues.

Richard. lNack-INTERNETEbDE co.uk



Death Knell for Polar Bears as CITES Votes Against RS
Conservation

Pasted by marin2008

PR Mewswire
Monday, 22 March 2010

Ignoring the plight of polar bears, CITES Parties gathered in Doha at the 15th Conference of the
Parties (CoP 15) of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora (CITES) voted to hasten the polar bear's demise by failing to support an uplisting to
Appendix I which would have banned all international commercial trade in the bears and their
parts.

"CITES parties have turned their backs on this iconic species," said Jeff Flocken, IFAW DC
Director and member of a polar bear coalition which consists of the Animal Welfare Institute,
Defenders of Wildlife, Eurogroup for Animals, Humane Society International, International Fund
for Animal Welfare, Natural Resources Defense Council, ProWildlife, and the Species Survival
Metwork.

"With only 20,000 to 25,000 polar bears remaining, CITES Parties have chosen to ignore the
latest science, which predicts the population will decline by two-thirds by 2050.

"polar bears clearly meet the criteria for an uplisting to Appendix I, yet Parties are using the fact
that climate change poses the greater long-term threat to the species as an excuse to do
nothing about immediate threats hastening their decline.

"No one argues against the fact that climate change is the biggest threat to the long-term
survival of the polar bear. However hundreds of bears are killed each and every year to supply
an unnecessary commercial trade in polar bears such as skins, claws and jaws.

"parties had an opportunity to take action to save more than 3,000 polar bears from commercial

trade over the next decade - yet they-turned their backs.
"In years to come, people will look back on this moment with great shame."

The final vote was 48 votes in favour of the uplisting, 62 against and 11 Parties abstained.

Source: International Fund for Animal Welfare



CITES Gives Enforcement of Tiger Trade Ban Top Priority

DOHA, Qatar , March 22, 2010 (ENS) - Countries could begin treating illegal trade in tiger parls
as seriously as they treat arms and drug trafficking under a deal reached today at the triennial
meeting of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species, CITES.

The UK-brokered agreement, the result of negotiations between the European Union and the
tiger range countries India and China, provides for increased intelligence sharing against criminal
networks that smuggle big cat parts, and builds on recent training provided by the international
police force INTERPOL.

Parties to the CITES treaty agreed to develop a database to help monitor the illegal trade in tiger,
leopard and snow leopard parts.

Although all commercial tiger trade has been banned by CITES since 1987, wild tiger populations
have dropped by about half since the ban took effect.

With just 3,200 tigers left in the wild, tiger conservation advocates warn that the words of the
new agreement must be turned into actions.

"There have been many promises this week, but getting countries to actually use these new
enforcement tactics will be the real test of the commitment to ending tiger trade, and saving the
species,” said Debbie Banks, senior campaigner at the UK-based Environmental Investigation
Agency, and chair of the Species Survival Network?s Big Cat Working Group.

"Time is running out for tigers and other big cats. Tiger range countries and consumer nations
need to work together to reduce demand for thelr parts and stamp out the illegal tiger trade,”"
said Avinash Basker, legal consultant to the Wildlife Protection Society of India.

"This proposal was a test for the effectiveness of CITES as an international conservation
agreement and despite the compromise, progress was made," said Carlos Drews, director,

Species Programme, WWF International. "But words alone will not save wild tigers as a global
poaching epidemic empties Asia?s forests and CITES governments will need to live up to the
commitments made today."

The agreement comes as fresh evidence of trade in tiger parts was presented to CITES delegates
by an animal conservation organization based in Singapore.

A three-month undercover investigation by Animal Concerns Research and Education Society,
ACRES, revealed that 59 out of 134 jewelry and antique shops visited in Singapore offered
alleged tiger parts for sale. Evidence of the 59 shops selling alleged tiger parts was recorded on
video,

The ACRES report released Friday in Doha shows that 159 alleged tiger claws, 303 alleged tiger
teeth and 38 pieces of alleged tiger skin were found on sale during the investigation, which was
conducted from December 2009 until February 2010.

The alleged tiger parts were claimed to originate from Thailand, India, Sri Lanka, China,
Myanmar, Indonesia, Laos and Cambodia.



Tiger parts are used for trad itfunal. medicine, jewelry, lucky charms and novelties. Pleces of tiger
skin are made into amulets as religious lucky charms believed to bring authority, power and
protection.

One shopkeeper told ACRES investigators the demand for tiger parts and the amount of tiger
parts being stocked by the shops appeared to be higher over the Chinese New Year period in this
Year of the Tiger.

ACRES investigators reported that 28 shopkeepers said an order for more tiger parts could be
placed with them, with delivery times from one week to three months or more.

But only seven shopkeepers recognized that tigers are protected animals, that it is illegal to sell
tiger parts, and that tiger parts are customs-controlled items.

Singapore has a law against the domestic sale, or offer for sale, of endangered species specimens
that provides for a $10,000 fine or a year in prison per species offered for sale.

"It is important to note that anyone who advertises for sale any tiger parts contravenes the act,
even if the products turn out to be not authentic. By making a claim that the product is from
tigers, the dealer is potentially driving up the demand for tiger parts, which directly contravenes
the spirit of CITES and the local legislation meant to enforce CITES," said Anbarasi Boopal,
director of the ACRES Wildlife Crime Unit.

ACRES Executive Director Louis Ng said, "The investigation findings showed the presence of an
illegal trade in alleged tiger parts in Singapore and that there is an immediate need for continued
serious efforts to curb this illegal trade. The investigation findings and footage have been
submitted to the AVA [The Agri-Food and Veterinary Authority of Singapore] and we look forward
to working closely with the AVA."

Singapore has previously been recognized as playing a role in the trade of tiger products from

Dr. Lim Wee Kiak, Member of Parliament for Sembawang GRC, said, "As long as there is demand,
there will be supply. Legislation alone is insufficient to bring a complete halt to the illegal trading
of endangered species and their parts. We must do more public education and awareness so
demands for them can be curbed and supply will then terminate,"

In Doha, government delegates supported an existing decision to ensure that tiger farms do not
supply the illegal market for big cat products.

CITES Parties called for an urgent meeting of senior police and customs officers before a Head of
State tiger summit to be held in Vladivostok, Russia later this year.

The Russian government, the global conservation organization WWF and the World Bank initiated
the tiger summit, in which the heads of 13 states are expected to participate.

WWF estimates Russia's Khabarovsk and Primorye regions currently have 500 Amur tigers.

Russian Customs officers at the Vladivostok International Airport have gotten serious about
detecting the smuggling of wildlife specimens. Since 2004, the Far Eastern Operative Customs
has trained and placed into service 77 sniffing dogs.

On March 3, in advance of the CITES meeting in Doha, the sniffer dog divisions of Far Eastern
Operative Customs and Vladivostok Customs together with WWF and the TRAFFIC wildlife
monitoring network held a briefing for the media and demonstrated their work at the Vladivostok
International Airport.

Customs officers told reporters that the dogs help to combat a new trend that has appeared in
illegal wildlife trade - smugging wildlife parts in small pieces hidden on the body or in clothing. In
these cases, they said, only a specially trained dog can detect items hidden from customs
control,



Is the Internet a Threat for Endangered Animals? Yes and No.
by Michael Graham Richard, Ottawa, Canada (3 on 03.22.10

treehugger.com

Trav Nature

Some conservationists at the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (Cites) in
Doha, Qatar, said that the Internet created some new threats for protected animals, "The
internet is becoming the dominant factor overall in the global trade in protected species," said
Paul Todd of the International Fund for Animal Welfare. This is because it is now much easier to
:Jun_.r andt:ell anything and everything, and that includes polar bear pelts, live baby lions, poached
vory, etc,

From the BBC :

He said thousands of endangered species are regularly traded on the internet, as
buyers and sellers take advantage of the anonymity - and vast global market - the
world wide web can offer.,

Those trying to police illegal sales say the size of problem is almost impossible to
estimate. They say the US is the biggest market, but that Europe, China, Russia and
Australia also play a large part.

This is a serious problem, and we need to work on a solution.

But as a commenter on another site said , it might be true that the Internet is "becoming the
Fluminant factor overall in the global trade in protected species", but that's only because "The
internet is becoming the dominant factor in everything ."

The net is a tremendously powerful tool, and it is helping people around the world better protect

the environment. For example, Google Earth has been used to fight illegal logging and better
understand our oceans. Information on all kinds of environmental issues is more available than
ever, and people can better organize to make change happen. Scientists all over the world can
share data rapidly and directly, and projects like E.O. Wilson's Encyclopedia of Life could one day
be invaluable tools for biodiversity protection. Most of this would be impossible, or much harder,
without the Internet.

What Can Be Done to Reduce Online Illegal Trading?

That's a tough one. Maybe if even a small faction of the money spent on the war on drugs was
diverted to fighting these environmental crimes, we could make some progress. It's hard to
completely eliminate the trade in endangered species, but by making it harder and more
expensive, we could make it a lot less attractive to would-be poachers. We could also put more
efforts In educating people about the issues (this includes fighting superstitions about "traditional
medicine” and various other expensive placebos that use protected animals), and increasing the
consequences for buyers,

Via BBC



Conservation groups see hope for shark proposals
By Bonnie James/Deputy News Editor

Gulf Times

With the ongoing 15th Conference of the Parties of the CITES
scheduled to take up the shark proposals today, leading global
conservation organisations are hoping for a positive outcome.

The proposals are to include eight shark species (oceanic whitetip,
dusky, sandbar, spurdog, porbeagle and scalloped, smooth and
great hammerheads) in CITES Appendix II.

An Appendix II listing would require the use of export permits to
ensure that the species were caught by a legal and sustainably
managed fishery.

“We hope there will be an awakening to the goals of CITES and the
eventual triumph of hope and science over fear, vanity and greed,”
leading global ocean protection and restoration environmental
advocacy group Oceana’s senior campaign director David Allison
told Gulf Times,

“More than 73mn sharks are killed every year, primarily to use
their fins for the Asian delicacy shark fin soup as well as for the
meat trade,” the PEW Environment Group’s deputy director Dr
Susan Lieberman stated.

Shark fin soup, a part of traditional Chinese culture, is one of the
world’s most expensive food products. A bowl of shark fin soup
can cost $100, with a single fin being worth more than $1,300.
Sharks play a vital role in maintaining the health of the marine
ecosystem. Sharks are particularly vulnerable to overexploitation
because they mature late in life, have very few offspring and live
long lives.

Recent data suggests that the North Atlantic population of oceanic
whitetips declined by an estimated 70% in the 1990s and
scalloped hammerheads by 83% in the Northwest Atlantic since

the 1980s. ==
“Disappointment, anger and dismay have swept through the
Oceana delegation to CITES this past week,” Allison said
yesterday. )

“The ‘failure of the delegates” to fulfil their responsibilities to
establish trade management provisions for threatened and
endangered marine species like Atlantic bluefin tuna and
vulnerable red and pink precious coral has been as rank as the
pervasive stench of tobacco throughout the rooms and halls of the
conference site,” he charged.

Allison was of the view that ‘theatrical performances by one
delegate, including cursing, swearing and foul language’ drew
attention away the serious substance of the meeting.

“Effective use of the arcane procedures of the treaty provisions cut
off debate and allowed delegates to vote on important trade
management proposals in secret, allowing unjustified allegations
of bias by Japan, Libya, Iceland and their fellow fishing countries
against the countries making proposals for science based and well
researched trade management provisions,” he said.

“Many conservation organisations have felt the pervasive harm of
the trading and fishing interests on the meeting this past week,
but especially those like Oceana and our fellow marine
conservation organisations,” Allison added.

The 13-day CITES conference, being held under the patronage of
HH the Heir Apparent Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad al-Thani,
concludes on Thursday.



Posted by marin2008
Monday, 22 March 2010
Icelandic government records state that the country is exporting meat from slaughtered whales

to Latvia and Denmark, as well as Japan - in defiance of international law and a global whaling
ban.

Data from Statistics Iceland, the source for official Icelandic government statistics, show a
number of recent exports of whale products from Iceland to the three countries. Exports to
Denmark and Latvia are contrary to EU law, even if the products are re-exported. International
trade in whale products is banned by the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES).

Exports to Latvia have been confirmed by the Latvian authorities, which have promised a full
investigation, which is welcomed by IFAW.

The International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) is deeply concerned about illegal international
trade in whale products, particularly in the context of current negotiations over a relaxation of
the worldwide ban on commercial whaling.

Although both minke and fin whales have been hunted by Iceland in recent years, the products
concerned are likely to be from fin whales, an endangered species.

Robbie Marsland, UK Director of IFAW, said: "Iceland appears to be riding roughshod over
international law. This information comes at a time when the International Whaling Commission
(IWC) is considering a compromise deal that could allow commercial whaling despite the
moratorium,

"These exports provide further proof that this is exactly the wrong time for the IWC to consider
any moves to 'legitimise' whaling. Whales need protection and the worldwide ban on whaling
needs to be strengthened, not weakened.”

Both Latvia and Denmark are members of the European Union. The importation of whale
products into the EU would be a violation of both the EU Habitats Directive and the EU CITES
Regulation. In addition, this trade would be illegal under CITES, of which Iceland, Latvia and
Denmark are members.

Patrick Ramage, IFAW's Global Whale Programme Director, said: "Apparently Iceland wants to
do for saving whales what it's already done for saving money and to the future of the IWC what
it's already done to its own economy.

"EU governments and others at the IWC are being pushed to accept a ‘compromise' proposal
agaressively promoted by Iceland, Japan and Norway. Countries serious about whale
conservation need to take action immediately to stop this sell-out and save the whales."

IFAW is lodging a formal complaint with the European Commission, the CITES Secretariat, CITES
representatives for Latvia, Denmark and Iceland, Interpol and the World Customs Organisation,

About the International Fund for Animal Welfare - As one of the world's leading animal welfare
organisations, IFAW has representation in 16 countries and carries out its animal welfare work in
more than 40. IFAW works from its global headquarters in the United States and focuses its
campaigns on improving the welfare of wild and domestic animals by reducing the commercial
exploitation of animals, protecting wildlife habitats and assisting animals in distress. IFAW works
both on the ground and in the halls of government to safeguard wild and domestic animals and
seeks to motivate the public to prevent cruelty to animals and to promote animal welfare and
conservation policies that advance the well-being of both animals and people. Visit www.ifaw.org

For more information or to arrange interviews contact Josey Sharrad at
IFAW UK on tel 020 7587 6728, mob 07717 692099, email or
Chris Cutter on tel 001 508 744 2066, mob 001 508 737 4623.



Motes for Editors -

The International Whaling Commission adopted a moratorium on commercial
whaling which came into effect in 1986 for the North Atlantic and 1985/1986

for the Southern Ocean, Iceland, which was a member of the IWC at the time did
not file a formal objection to the moratorium and was therefore bound by it.
Iceland then left the IWC in 1992 but rejoined in 2003, with a controversial

post facto reservation to the moratorium, to which many countries filed formal
diplomatic objections. Since 2003, Iceland has conducted a mixture of

'scientific whaling' and commercial whaling.

International commercial trade in whale products Is currently banned by

the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora , which lists all the great whales on Appendix 1 (no

international commercial trade allowed). All the countries concerned (Iceland,
Japan, Denmark and Latvia) are parties to CITES and are thus bound by the
CITES convention. Parties to CITES can file reservations to the listing of
particular species or populations of plants or animals. A reservation to a
CITES Appendix I species means that it should be treated as if it were on
CITES Appendix II (trade allowed provided that non-detriment findings and
export permits are issued). Of the four countries listed above, only Japan and
Iceland maintain reservations to the Appendix I listing of some of the great

whale species.

Denmark. Statistics Iceland reports that in January 2009, 775 kg of whale
'meal’, traditionally used as an agricultural fertiliser, was exported to

Denmark. Then in March 2009 another 22,750 kg of whale meal was exported to
Denmark. The first export is listed as worth 79,043 ISK (approx 410GBP/632
USD) and the latter is registered as being worth 1,802,658 ISK.(approx
9,396GBP/14,409USD)

Exports to Greenland and the Faroe islands, which are self-governing
regions of the Kingdom of Denmark that are outside the EU, would be listed as
such in Statistics Iceland.

Although Iceland maintains a reservation to the CITES Appendix 1 listing
of most species of whales, Denmark does not. In addition, Denmark is a member
of the EU, Thus such trade would be illegal under CITES and EU Law.

Japan. Statistics Iceland indicates that in January 2010 the following was
exported, probably by sea: Frozen whale meat: 0. Other frozen whale products:
134,026,000 kg with a price of 308,215,584 ISK (2463 USD/1604GBP) free on
board (fob). Fresh whale meat and other whale products 0.

International trade in CITES Appendix I species is contrary to the intent

of the CITES convention, even if technically legal because the countries
concerned have filed reservations. Both Japan and Iceland maintain
reservations to the likely species of whales. Thus, providing that the
appropriate documentation were completed, the trade would be legal providing
that there was no importation into other countries en route,

Latvia. Statistics Iceland indicates that in January 2010 250Kg of frozen
whale meat was exported to Latvia (Lettland) by sea with a price of 306,781
ISK (2452USD/1596GBP)

First Call Analyst:

FCMN Contact:

Source: International Fund for Animal Welfare



U.N. won’t save the polar bears, or bluefin tuna
By Nicole Gilbert March 22, 2010 at 7:16 pm
statepress.com

When the United States finally backed a bill to limit international trade of endangered polar bears
and Atlantic bluefin tuna last week, the U.N. rejected the proposal, sending a message about the
current priorities of the global community.

Opposed by Japan, part of the ban would have ultimately put a halt to all trade of the dwindling
populations of bluefin tuna, and a strain on Japanese fishermen.

Without the ban, it's likely fish populations will continue to drop by astronomical proportions as
they have the past several years — so much so that it is liable to affect the Japanese economy

regardless.

According to the U.N, Convention on International Trade and Endangered Species, bluefin tuna
stocks have declined by over 80 percent in the past 40 years. The species continues to be hunted
at staggering rates to satisfy the demand for sushi in Japan and around the world,

The polar bear situation is just as bleak — while the animals are already struggling due to a
drastically warmer climate, they continue to be hunted for their skin, teeth and claws.

Animal extinction is a looming threat to the planet as the human population continues to grow
and consume resources. In 2007, an International Union for Conservation and Nature press
release reported that 8,462 animal species were known to be threatened, over 3,000 more than
reports 11 years prior.

Unfortunately, many officials seem not to understand the possible significance of dwindling
populations of various species. Any Intro-level biology class teaches that a loss in biodiversity can
have cascading effects on other species, including humans.

Several scientists and environmentalists have been concerned about the effects that mass
extinctions of key species will have on the human population. Articles published in the Public
Library of Science open-access journal share these fears,

"Blodiversity in the broad sense affects the properties of ecosystems and, therefore, the benefits
that humans obtain from them,"” according to a 2006 article "Biodiversity Loss Threatens Human
Well-Being” from the journal.

Essentially, the population of predators, like the polar bear and bluefin tuna, help determine the
population of species lower on the food chain. As these predators are hunted out of the food web,
their ecosystems change drastically, generally providing negative results.

By shutting down the proposal, members of the U.N, seemed not to be as concerned with
environmental issues as they are with others plaguing the global commu nity,

Changes in the environment are argued by many to be the greatest threats to worldwide peace,
equity and economic wellbeing. And without biodiversity, environmental health will continue to
deplete.

Nicole is trying to save the polar bears. Help her out at ndgilber@asu.edu
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Japan happy with the rejection of the proposal to ban the Atlantic
bluefin tuna

March 22nd, 2010 - 7:39 pm ICT by Pen Men At Work
Thaindian News - ’

March 22, 2010 (Pen Men at Work): A suggestion to outlaw intercontinental trade in Atlantic
bluefin tuna has been discarded by a UN wildlife congregation at Doha in Qatar. The Atlantic
bluefin tuna is one of the foundations of sushi in Japan.

The verdict came about after Japan, Canada and scores of underprivileged countries countered
the measure on the ground that it would ravage and overwhelm the fishing economies.

Monaco listed the plan at the conference of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES). Stocks have plunged by approximately 85% ever since the industrial fishing era
commenced,

Monaco argued that the association accountable for running the bluefin fishery had not put into
operation measures severe enough to make certain the continued existence of the species. This
association is the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT).

Scientists and crusaders functioning with conservation institutes were dissatisfied with the
conclusion. Glenn Sant, the person in charge of the international marine programme with Traffic,
has pronounced that this pronouncement is an enormous setback and a severe blow to the
campaign in favor of the debarment of worldwide business in Atlantic bluefin tuna.

He expressed utter disenchantment and unhappiness with the functioning of the ICCAT and has
mentioned that ICCAT has not been able to illustrate that it will enforce programs for the
reinvigoration and preservation of the bluefin. Bluefin tuna was slated for listing on Appendix
One - a full proscription.

The US, which endorsed and campaigned for the ban, also purfi’a_i,réd ﬁ"l;ending as disappointing
and disillusioning.

American representatives have proclaimed that they would be pressuring the global governments
to honor the pledges to manage fishing through ICCAT.

Japan - the chief bluefin-devouring country - had made its antagonism to the bid clear before. It
has explicated that commercial fisheries must be administered through associations such as
ICCAT. Japan is happy that the proposal to ban has failed.



BEE NEWS

Ivory bids fall on poaching fears

The UN's wildlife trade organisations have turned down Tanzania's and Zambia's requests to
sell ivory amid concern about elephant poaching.

The countries asked the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) meeting to
permit one-off sales from government stockpiles.

The ivory trade was banned in 1989, but three sales have since been granted to nations showing
effective conservation,

A Kenyan proposal to ban all such sales in future years was also defeated.
Most conservation groups were delighted that the Tanzanian and Zambian bids were turned down.

But they argue that illegal poaching is the main issue facing African elephants, rather than the occasional
leagal sale.

"poaching and illegal ivory markets in central and western Africa must be effectively suppressed before
any further ivory sales take place,” caid Elisabeth McLellan, species programme manager with WWF
International.

The meeting in Doha, Qatar also turned down a bid to ban trade In red and pink corals from the
Mediterranean Sea.

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/ 2/hi/science/nature/8580245.stm

Published: 2010/03/22 13:53:11 GMT

© BBC MMX



No Trade for Tanzanian Elephants

DOHA, Qatar , March 22 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- Parties voted to continue protection for
Tanzanlan elephants by retaining their listing on Appendix I, and rejecting a request for a one-off
ivory sale today at the 15th Conference of the Parties (CoP 15) of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) meeting in Doha .

"Fighting to save these elephants paid off today with Parties taking note of the science
demonstrating that Tanzanian elephants are still in peril," said Jason Bell-Leask , Director IFAW
Southern Africa.

"poaching of elephants and ivory seizures are escalating not decreasing -- this decislon is a
victory for common sense."

Tanzania and Zambia have submitted proposals seeking permission for a one-off sale of 112 tons
of ivory. These two countries hoped to open the door for future ivory trade by '‘down-listing' their
elephant populations, which would mean that these elephants will lose the highest levels of
protection.

"The same logic that Parties applied to the Tanzanian proposal must apply to the Zambian
proposal -- down-listing and ivory sales must be rejected,” said Bell-Leask.

At the last CITES conference in 2007, Parties agreed to a nine-year moratorium on any further
trade in ivory,

The African Elephant Coalition of 23 African elephant range countries oppose the proposals for
the down-listings and one-off sales, insisting that the nine-year resting period provides all African
range states the opportunity to cooperatively secure elephants in their habitat.

The Tanzanian proposal was split with Parties voting separately on the one-off sale and the down-
listing. The results were:

Down-listing — support 57, oppose 45, abstain 32
One-off sale — support 59, oppose 60, abstain 13

SOURCE International Fund for Animal Welfare



Lion cub: $5,000. Fine for mistreating it: $7. Better regulation: Priceless.

Posted By Kipp On March 22, 2010 @ 4:03 pm In Kipp's Blog

Lebanon Is a haven for smugglers of endangered and exotic animals, not least due to lax law
enforcement, and the paltry fines faced by offenders.

It is hard to estimate the extent of this highly profitable business, but campaigners say it is the
third largest illegal trade in the region, after weapons and drugs.

An army of smugglers deal in exotic species like rare parrots, young chimpanzees, gorillas and
leopards. Other animals like elephants, lions, tigers, snakes, crocodiles can also be found for
purchase In the Lebanese capital.

Many end up in the *private zoos’ of rich individuals in Lebanon and the Gulf. But some don’t
quite make it. According to a report by AP (1], a two-year-old lion cub was rescued by members
of local animal welfare organization BETA, after he was abandoned in Beirut by the owner of the
pet shop that imported him. The group tried to save the severely dehydrated animal, but it died
shortly after it was found.

The market price of the animals depends on their species, and consumer demand.

Surprisingly, lions are relatively cheap. Mona Khoury, co-founder of Beirut for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals (BETA), tells Kipp that the 'King of the Jungle’ can be bought for $5,000,
while a tiger is worth $6,000.

Yet the fine faced by owners who kill or abuse pets is miniscule: Penalties start at just LL10,000
($6.66), and never exceed LL22,600 ($15).

That could be about to change. According to a report in the Daily Star (2], Lebanon could be set
to join the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), whose signatories
are meeting this month in Qatar. It is the first time the convention is meeting in an Arab country;
delegates from almost 150 countries have gathered in Doha for the March 13-25 conference.

‘Lebanon and Bahrain are the only Arab countries yet to sign the convention.

But The Daily Star report was based on a press release Issued by campaign group Animals
Lebanon, whose officlals were invited to sit in on talks between Beirut's Agriculture Minister
Hussein al-Hajj Hassan and Willem Wijnstekers, the secretary general of CITES.

“The minister made it clear to the secretary general of CITES that he has every intention of
having Lebanon join CITES within one year,” the organization’s president, Lana al-Khalil, said in
the statement.

Let’s hope al-Khalll is right — and that this Isn’t just wishful thinking.



Japan happy with the rejection of the proposal to ban the Atlantic
bluefin tuna

March 22nd, 2010 - 7:39 pm ICT by Pen Men At Work
Thaindian News -

March 22, 2010 (Pen Men at Work): A suggestion to outlaw intercontinental trade in Atlantic
bluefin tuna has been discarded by a UN wildlife congregation at Doha in Qatar. The Atlantic
bluefin tuna is one of the foundations of sushi in Japan.

The verdict came about after Japan, Canada and scores of underprivileged countries countered
the measure on the ground that it would ravage and overwhelm the fishing economies.

Monaco listed the plan at the conference of the Convention on International Trade In Endangered
Species (CITES). Stocks have plunged by approximately 85% ever since the industrial fishing era
commenced.

Monaco argued that the association accountable for running the bluefin fishery had not put into
operation measures severe enough to make certain the continued existence of the species. This
association is the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT).

Scientists and crusaders functioning with conservation institutes were dissatisfied with the
conclusion. Glenn Sant, the person in charge of the international marine programme with Traffic,
has pronounced that this pronouncement is an enormous setback and a severe blow to the
campaign in favor of the debarment of worldwide business in Atlantic bluefin tuna.

He expressed utter disenchantment and unhappiness with the functioning of the ICCAT and has
mentioned that ICCAT has not been able to illustrate that it will enforce programs for the
reinvigoration and preservation of the bluefin. Bluefin tuna was slated for listing on Appendix
One - a full proscription.

and disillusioning.

American representatives have proclaimed that they would be pressuring the global governments
to honor the pledges to manage fishing through ICCAT.

Japan - the chief bluefin-devouring country - had made its antagonism to the bid clear before. It
has explicated that commercial fisheries must be administered through associations such as
ICCAT. Japan is happy that the proposal to ban has falled.



IFAW: Victory for elephants with rejection of Zambian proposal at CITES
Monday, 22, Mar 2010 12:00

Parties voted against the downlisting of Zambian elephants today at CITES (the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora).

Zambia amended its proposal to remove the request for a one-off sale of ivory, seeking only the
downlisting of elephants from Appendix I to Appendix II.

"This is a real victory for elephants,” said Jason Bell-Leask, Director of IFAW Southern
Africa. "CITES Parties voted in favour of conservation, following the same logic applied to the
Tanzanlan proposal for a one-off sale and downlisting which was rejected earlier today.

"Common sense and sound conservation principles have prevailed today. We can only hope that
Parties will also support the proposal from Congo, Ghana, Liberia, Mali, Rwanda and Sierra Leone
which calls for an amendment to the nine-year moratorium agreed at the last Conference of the
Parties to apply to all African Range States,

"The Congo proposal will give all African range states the time they desperately need to put in
place measures that will determine the true impact that these ivory-trade proposals have at
CITES.”

The Congo proposal suggests expanding a nine-year waiting period for future ivory sales to cover
all African range states, rather than just the four countries involved in the most recent stockpile
sales (Botswana, South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe).

Ends



CITES Toughens Up On Illegal Wildlife Trade Online

DOHA, Qatar , March 22 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- Stricter measures to control the illegal
trade in wildlife over the Internet were endorsed today at the 15 ™ Conference of the Parties (CoP
15) of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES) meeting in Doha .

"Trade over the Internet poses one of the greatest threats to wildlife and undermines the CITES
treaty itself,” said IFAW's Paul Todd . "It is a vast global network that provides the cover of
relative anonymity for wildlife traffickers, making it a huge enforcement challenge for Parties."

"Thousands of CITES listed species are traded each and very week around the world, More and
more, individual citizens are taking part in the global wildlife trade online and away from the
watchful eyes of CITES parties and their enforcement regimes, which raises new questions
Involving jurisdiction, technological capacity, legal responsibility, and burden of proof."

The CITES Parties endorsed a series of recommendations that will aid Parties in tightening
enforcement against Internet trade in protected species and understanding the methods and
pathways by which CITES specimens could be illegally traded online.

"The recommendations accepted today ask Parties to evaluate their domestic enforcement
measures to see if they are sufficient to deal with the growing threat of online wildlife trafficking,"
said Todd. "While we believe this language could have been much stronger, we are glad the
Parties are beginning to tackle this issue, and hope their engagement will grow as we learn more
and more about this problem."

The International Fund for Animal Welfare has been a pioneer on the issue of the illegal Internet
trade in wildlife for more than five years.

"IFAW's investigations around the world have discovered everything from elephant ivory to turtle

shells, exotic birds to tiger bone wine - all available via the comfort of your home computer,”

sald Todd,

"We have made ﬁ’al'p'ri:-"Q'rE's;s_lh_l]'rﬁ:ﬁe'Efﬁﬂﬁig_ﬁ'd_mﬁfrdﬂrng‘fhla"amin'é' wildlife trade, working —
with countries like China , and online marketplaces such as eBay and Taobao.com. But, the

su.illzﬁlz:;rt"nf the international community will really help to crack down on e-commerce in illegal
wildlife.

SOURCE International Fund for Animal Welfare



CITES criticized for putting politics before animals and science

March 22, 4:57 PM  Animal Advocacy Examiner - P. Elizabeth Anderson

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species, CITES, an international meeting of
officials from 175 countries is getting very mixed reviews on decisions from Its two-week meeting
in Doha, Quatar. CITES established goals center on ensuring that international trade in wild
animals and plants do not threaten their survival.

The group stepped up to protect elephants against proposals from Tanzania and Zambia to relax
trade ivory stockpiles. Conservationists applaud this decision as one that can reduce the interest
in Ivory, diminish its illegal trade, and save the lives of elephants and humans who poach them.

This was an important victory, but CITES turned its back on measures to protect other vulnerable
animals, most notably polar bears and the bluefin tuna.

In what the International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) is calling shameful, CITES refused to
ban trade on polar bear parts. In doing so, CITES infamously ignored scientific data which
predicts the almost certain extinction of polar bears.

Climate change Is clearly the biggest threat to polar bears, but CITES had an opportunity to save
thousands of the endangered animals over the next decade. Merely 20,000 to 25,000 remain.
Canada and Iceland were vocally opposed to the protections. The end of this powerful, beautiful
animal is so certain and imminent that some of you may live to witness its extinction.

CITIES also decided—again against overwhelming scientific evidence to the contrary—that corals
are not important to the world’'s ecosystem by rejecting trade regulations for red and pink
precious corals that are used in jewelry,

Yielding to pressure from Japan and Canada (again), CITES prominently rejected to approve
protections for the endangered Atlantic bluefin tuna.

Finally, giving sway to China, CITES could not agree on broad protections for the domestic

trading of tiger parts. CITES agreed only to more enforcement of existing protections and
improved collection of data on violators.

Several reptiles (air breathing, cold-blooded animals with scales) and amphibians (cold-blooded
animals with smooth skin that breathe in water during development, and air) from points as
diverse as Central America and Iran received new protections.

Dvera!l_ CITES is being criticized for short-sighted decisions that fly in the face of sound scientific
reasoning.

The meeting ends in a few more days. I will keep you posted on which other species need to
work on their bucket list thanks to CITES.



Tanzania, Zambia Bid for One-Off Ivory Sales Fail
By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Published: March 22, 2010

The New York Times

Filed at 9:48 a.m. ET

DOHA, Qatar (AP) -- Proposals by Tanzania and Zambia to weaken the 21-year-old ban on vory
sales were shot down by a U.N. conservation meeting Monday over fears it would fuel the illegal
trade of elephant tusks.

The 175-nation Convention on International Trade In Endangered Species first rejected the
Tanzania proposal for a one-off sale of existing ivory stocks and then swept aside a Zambian
compromise to allow for future sales of tusks.

The rulings were a rare victory for environmentalists at the two-week meeting where they have
endured defeats of proposals ranging from an export ban on Atlantic bluefin tuna to a shark
conservation plan to a measure to regulate trade of red and pink corals.

The proposals would have been the third and fourth such one-time ivory sales following cases in
1999 and 2008,

Prof. Samuel K. Wasser, director of the Center for Conservation Biology at the University of
Washington , said there is a clear link between one-off sales and the rise in poaching. He said the
sales revive dormant markets by sending consumers the message that it is OK in general to once
again buy ivory and makes It difficult to differentiate between legal and illegal products.

"This Is a rare victory for elephants," said Jason Bell-Leask, directar of the International Fund for
Animal Welfare, Southern Africa.

Tanzanla was asking to sell almost 200,000 pounds (90,000 kilograms) of ivory that would have
generated as much as $20 million. It noted in its proposal that its elephant population has risen



from about 55,000 in 1989 to almost 137,000, according to a 2007 study,

Zambia wanted to sell 48,000 pounds (21,700 kilograms) of ivory. It withdrew a request for the
ivory sale and offered a compromise to allow a regulated trade In elephants parts excluding
ivory -- a first step toward future tusk sales.

It picked up support from the United States and some European nations, but the proposal was
defeated mostly due to opposition from the 23-nation, African Elephant Coalition.

The two countries argued that its elephant population had reached the point where they were
trampling crops and killing too many people. They also said preventing them from selling the
stocks -- which come from natural deaths or controlled culling of problem animals -- would
increase anger toward the beasts who are seen increasingly as pests by affected communities.

"Tanzania s committed to conservation of its wildlife including elephants," said Shamsa Selengia
Mwangunga, the country's minister of natural resources and tourism. "But should this meeting
fail to consider this proposal, we run the risk of enhancing hostility against elephants by our local
community especially where human-elephant conflicts are prevalent. More elephants would be
killed,"

Zambia's Minister of Tourism, Environment and Natural Resources Catherine Namugala accused
activists and other delegates of misrepresenting the poaching situation in her country and
spreading rumors that it would spend the money raised from sales on election campaigns.

It also complained that her country was struggling to protect elephants when it couldn't provide
Its citizens with basic needs,

"We can't justify failure to take a child to school because we are using resources to conserve
elephants," Namugala said. "1 appeal to allow Zambia to utilize the natural resources given to us
by God."

But several central and west African countries say the two nations have not done enough to
combat poaching and slow the illegal trade in ivory. They also wanted more time to assess
whether a 2008 ivory sale by Zimbabwe, Botswana, South Africa, Namibia had contributed to the
illegal trade.

Ivory sales have in recent years been among the most contentious proposals at CITES and this
time around African countries, and even some environmental groups, are divided. The ivory
would be sold to China and Japan -- the only countries which have asked to purchase it.

TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring group, tracks ivory seizures and found that poaching and
smuggling to markets mostly in Asla has risen steadily since 2004, They blame weak law
enforcement In Africa and growing demand for Ivory products like chopsticks and ivory jewelry
mostly in China, Thailand and other Asian countries.

The price of ivory on the black market has risen from about $200-a-kilo in 2004 to as much as
%1,500 now.

Africa elephants have seen their numbers drop in the past 40 years by more than to 600,000
mostly due to poaching. A global ban on the ivory trade in 1989 briefly halted their slide. But
conservationists sald that poaching, especially in central Africa, now leads to the loss of as many

;sﬂ zﬁg,um elephants each year. Without intervention, the elephants could be nearly extinct by




The political difference between elephants and tuna

Posted By Joshua Keating ™ Monday, March 22, 2010 - 12:25 PM

As mentioned in the brief, Tanzanla and Zambla were rebuffed today In their attempts to relax
EETELI::\:TIMEDRHI gin odn Ivory sali;zs at the Convention on International Trade in Endangered

n Doha. The decision Is being halled as a victory for conse
setbacks earlier in the week: ? e

The rulings were a rare victory for environmentalists at th

e two-week meeting where they have
endured defeats of proposals ranging from an export ban on Atlantic bluefin tuna to a sh:rk
conservation plan to a measure to regulate trade of red and pink corals.

Eut that I approve of killing elephants for their ivery, but the economic double-standard at work
ere seems troubling. The tuna ban, for Instance, was strongly opposed by Japan, which imports

80 percent of the world's bluefin and led a concerted lobb
otk obbying effort to have the current rules

Japan has, for years, employed a similar strate
gy in Its campaign to loosen restrictions on
;‘fhﬂfll‘lg, exchanging foreign ald to disinterested countries like Togo and St. Kitts who join the
nternational Whaling Comission and vote with the pro-whaling bloc. Economist Christian Dippel
has studied this phenomenon and wrote about it in a recent piece for FP,

Ald-receiving cuuntrlt?s Iifce Tanzania and Zambia presumably don't have the resources to mount
such a :_:ampalgn, which is a large part of the reason they want the ban lifted in the first place. As
Za:nbias Mlinister of Tourism, Environment and Natural Resources Catherine Namugala put

It, "We can't justify failure to take a child to school because we are using resources to conserve
elephants. I appeal to allow Zambia to utilize the natural resources given to us by God."

A?aln, 1 tend to side with the conservationists on this, but I certainly understand the frustration
of poor-country governments who are expected to make economic sacrifices for the sake of

endangered species while the world's second-la
— brink of extinetion: rgest economy continues to hunt species on the -

ROBERTO SCHMIDT/AFR/Getty Images
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Demise of coral, salamander show impact of Web

DOHA: The Intemet has emerged as one of the greatest threals fueling the ilegal wildlile lra
easler lo buy everything from live baby lions to wine made from liger benes, conservalionisls sai
The Web"s impact was made clear al the meeting of the 175nation Convenlion on Internatic
Endangered Species, or CITES. A vole Sunday was scheduled on a proposal to ban (he sale of
spolted nevd which the World Wildife Fund says has been devastated by the Internet lrade.

The United States and Sweden, meanwhile are proposing to regulale the lrade in red and pink ¢
crafted inlo expensive jewelry and sold extensively on the Web,

“This is one of Ihe biggest challenges facing CITES," sald Paul Todd, campaign mark
International Fund for Animal Wellare,

"The Internel is becaming the dominant factor overall in the global trade in prolecled speci
“There will come & time when counlry to country trade of large shipments between big buyers ai
in different countries 13 a thing of the pasL.”

The IFW has done several surveys of illegal trade on the Web and found that thousands of spe
an auclion sies, classified ads and chal rooms, mostly In Ihe Uniled Stales bul also Europe, C
and Australia. Mos! of what Is raded is lllegal African ivery but Ihe group has also found exolk
with rare products such as liger-bone wine and peils from prolecled species like polar bears and
A separate 2009 survey by the group Campaign Against the Crusily to Animals targeted the Inl

Ecuador, finding offers lo sell live capuchin mankeys, llon eubs and acalals.

s the imemeal knows no borders, Il causes several new problems regarding the enfonce
| prolection of endangered species,” the group sald in its reporl.

The newl ks a lexibook example of whal can happen to one species through trade on the Yifab,

a sludy by the VW, Ihe black and brown salamander wilh while spols is covated In the pet In
only around 1,000, aboul 200 annually are being traded over the years, moslly through a Web

aparated oul Ukraine,

*The Intemnet itsell isn"l the threat, bul "s another way (o market the product,” sald Emie ¢
spearhead the invesligalion inle {he newt for TRAFFIC Canada. "The Kaiser"s spolled newt, fo
expensive and most people are not willing lo pay $300 for a salamander. Bul through the |
Internet, tapping fnto global market, you can find buyers.”

The red and pink coral, which consist of 32 spacles, are harvested in deep Mediterranean wala
inlo expensive jewelry eithar in ltaly or in cheaper loeals like Taiwan and China, according b
conservation group SeaWeb.

1L is the most widely traded and valuable of all precious corals but has no imemational protectlor
& brisk inlernational lrade in the species, the group claims.

The proposal is being opposed by the indusiry and some Asla counfries which contend the ¢
aver harvesled and are still commen in their range.AP N

Last updated on Monday 22/3/2010 Al Watan Daily



Governments Fail to Protect Red and Pink Coral

Scientists, Conservationists and Industry Representatives Decry Move as Politically
Motivated; Urge Industry to Act Where Governments Have Failed

DOHA, QATAR , March 21 /PRNewswire-USNewswire/ -- International governments today failed
to grant trade protection to the unique and valuable red and pick corals {Corallliidae) used In
jewelry and home decor, despite sound science showing that regulation Is needed for their
continued survival. SeaWeb, an ocean conservation organization whose campaign Too Precious to
Wear had called for governments to protect Coralliidae under Appendix 1I of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), called the decision "a major step backward
for the long-tem survival of red and pink coral and the industries that depend on them."
Intensive lobbying by coral industry interests occurred in the days leading up to the vote.

The vote to protect red and pink coral failed to receive the two-thirds majority needed at the
15th Conference of Parties of CITES (64 countries voted in favor, 59 against and 10 abstained),
and comes just three days after a proposal to protect bluefin tuna was overwhelmingly defeated
by delegates after intensive lobbying by fishing interests. The sought-after Appendix II listing for
Coralliidae would have required countries wishing to export these species to prove that trade Is
not harming their continued survival. Trade in red and pink coral will now continue unchecked,
with no guarantee as to its sustainability or the industries that depend on this resource. The
United States and European Union, who put forward the proposal, have the opportunity to bring
the Issue back to a plenary vote on Thursday, but It is unclear whether or not this will happen.

“For the second time in three days, governments have put short-term political and economic
interests ahead of sound science - first with bluefin tuna and now with red and pink coral," said
Kristian Teleki , vice president of science initiatives for SeaWeb. "Coralliidae are In desperate
need of a mechanism that controls the immense trade In these species. CITES could have
provided that, but today the representatives falled to heed the science showing these populations
are in steep decline. It is now up to the jewelry and design industries, and their customers, to act
where governments have failed.” SeaWeb's Too Precious to Wear campaign is calling on jewelers
and designers to refuse to use or purchase red and pink coral until sound management is in place
and populations of these long-lived, slow growing species have recovered.

Red and pink coral are among the world's most valuable wildiife commodities but have been
intensively fished for centuries to meet consumer demand for jewelry and curios. These long-
lived species support some of the slowest-growing fisheries In the world. They grow less than one
millimeter a year and can live to more than 100 years old. Research shows that for populations to
be sustained indefinitely, red coral should not be fished until it is 98 years old. Current practice Is
to remove colonies 7 to 10 years of age. According to the United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization's data, more than 30 to 50 metric tons are taken from the ocean each year, but
unlike other coral species in trade, Coralliidae receives no international trade protection.

The United States alone imported 28 million pieces of red and pink coral between 2001 and 2008.
A finished red coral necklace can sell for hundreds of thousands of dollars. Jewelry retailer Tiffany
& Co., jewelry designer Temple St. Clair, ocean conservationist Celine Cousteau and many others
supported the United States and European Union's proposal to protect red and pink coral under
Appendix I1 of CITES.

“The Irony is that the Italian artisans who work in coral and helped create this resistance to an
Appendix II listing feel that it would threaten their livelihood," said jewelry designer Temple SL.
Clair, who has lived and worked In Italy for over 25 years. "As we know, the real threat to their
livelihood Is not protecting these corals. If they stay on their current track, there will be no more
coral for them to harvest. It's now up to the jewelry and design industry to stop buying and using
this coral so populations can recover. If consumer demand is lessened, perhaps governments and
the coral industry will get serious about protecting these precious animals for future generations,”
St, Clair added.

Conservationists have decried the decisions at the Doha CoP, with bluefin tuna and now red and
pink corals falling to receive trade protection, despite showing clear populations declines due to
overharvesting. Protection for eight species of sharks will be voted on in the coming days.

SeaWeb staff are In Doha at the 15th Conference of Parties, providing real-time updates as

decisions are made from the conference at http://seawebvoicesinaction.blogspot.com/

For further information relating to the red and pink coral proposal, visit
http:/fwww.seaweb.org/markets/cites.php

Follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/SeaWeb_Coral
Facebook: Too Precious to Wear

YouTube: http://www. ube.com/user/SeaWeb




Opinion & Analysis

Hypocrisy behind tuna ban defeat
By Richard Black

Posted Monday, March 22 2010 at 00:00

The frustration of conservation groups at the outcome of last week's tuna trade discussions was alr

The proposal to ban International trade in the Atlantic bluefin discussed at the UN Convention on In
(CITES) meeting - tabled by Monaco and backed by all of the important conservation organisations
Mediterranean - fell by a substantial majority.

The numbers (described in the news story linked above) are a bit complex because there weare actu
voted against the proposal by almost two to one.

Recall that passing a CITES motien necessitates gaining a two-thirds majority, and It's clear just he
The world already has arganisations that are supposed to regulate commercial fisherles and ensure

They are the Reglonal Fisherles Management Organisations; the one In question here is the Interna
of Atlantic Tunas (Iccat).

So poorly has this body performed its task (it was declared a “disgrace” by an Independent perform
conservationists have another way of interpreting its initials - the International Conspiracy te Catch

And It was In frustration with Iccat's annual habit of setting quotas higher than its sclentists recomr
for the last few years) that conservationists turned to a CITES ban as an alternative way of reducin

Well, it hasn't worked; and there are perhaps three major reasons why.
Firstly, there is the Issue of consistency.
The largest bloc supporting the bid was the European Unlon.
If it Is so keen Lo see vast reductions In tuna catches, it could accamplish this through Iccat,

Instead it gets the largest share of the annual tuna catch from the Mediterranean, and as recently
hard against the moratorium that its own sclentists had recommended.

The EU Is deeply divided on the issue, with the tuna-fishing countries of Italy, Spain, and France ro
fishermen would suffer under a moraterium, Japan - the largest bluefin consumer by a distance - h
Tccat in order, rather than using a body such as CITES designed to restrict trade In endangered spe

It is a convenlent argument for Japan to make; bul the EU's position - giving blgger catch quotas w
with the other - is so obviously Inconsistent as to give it added legitimacy.

You might think that in lobbying against a CITES ban, the tuna fishers are proof of the argument t
Christmas, as they will have nothing to catch if the bluefin population continues to fall; you might £
suspension rather than against it.

And this s the second point: fisheries economics Isn't as simple as that, particularly in the modern
tracts of ocean in search of new hauls,

As a commedity becomes scarcer, the price goes up; Investing the extra short-term revenue accrut
more profitable than cutting catches to ensure a sustainable fishery.

Sometimes - this Is the real world, after all - fishermen also gain financial compensation from their
ships that brought the resource to its knees In the first place.

The end of the line Is sometimes a profitable place to be.

The third Issue is that In a sense, what countries were arguing about here isn‘t fish but the univers:
The cake can be anything desirabile,

In the climate change arena, It's the atmosphere's “emissions space”; in fisheries, it's the total cate

It Is the tragedy of the commaons, with natlons as the actors.

Always, the national Interest expresses itself in trylng to Increase the size of that country's share ol
predictable,

In recent years, new countries have entered the annual Mediterranean tuna race - North African co
now have enough capacity to catch a year's worth of bluefin if EU nations pulled out.

Any nation is allowed Lo exempt itself from CITES rulings; Japan had indicated it would exempt itse
that if North African nations did the same, the legal trade from the Med to Japan would have contin
fleets which would now be oul of the race,

Biack is the BEC environment correspondent.




International CSOs petition Zambia, Tanzania’s bid to lift ivory trade ban
By Kabanda Chulu in Kitwe
Mon 22 Mar. 2010, 04:00 CAT

The Post Online Text size - Print.

INTERNATIONAL Civil Society Organisations have warned the Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species (CITES) not to accept the proposal by Zambia and Tanzania to lift the ban
on Ivory trade because it will result in the extinction of elephants.

Tanzania and Zambia are lobbying the CITES for special exemptions from the ban on Killing
endangered elephants for ivory so that proceeds could be used to finance game management and
wildlife conservation, which they claim to be too expensive to fund.

But Kenya and Mali together with other institutions are leading an effort to block this proposal by
Tanzanla and Zambia to change the endangered species status of elephants and sell off
stockpiles of ivory,

In a petition comprising over 500,000 signatures from around the world that will be presented at
the ongoing CITES meeting in Doha, Qatar, the NGOs led by AVAAZ, stated that there was need
to uphold the ban on ivory trading and save whole populations of these magnificent animals.

It stated that as long as there was demand for ivory, elephants were at risk from poaching and
smuggling and signing a petition was the only chance to protect them and crush the ivory
criminals' profits.

“This proposal by Tanzania and Zambia will send a clear signal to the ivory crime syndicates that
international protection is weakening and it is open-season on elephants. Our best chance to
save the continent's remaining elephants is to support African conservationists and we only have
days left and the UN Endangered Species body only meets every three years hence we are calling
on people to sign this petition to protect elephants,” it stated.

Over 20 years ago, the CITES passed a worldwide ban on ivory trading.

Poaching fell and ivory prices slumped. But poor enforcement coupled with ‘experimental one-off




sales’, like the one Tanzania and Zambia are seeking, drove poaching up and turned illegal trade
into a lucrative business since poachers can launder their illegal ivory with the legal stockpiles.

“Now, despite the worldwide ban, each year over 30,000 elephants are gunned down and thelr
tusks hacked off by poachers with axes and chainsaws. If Tanzania and Zambia are successful in
exploiting the loophole, this unpleasant trade could get much worse and we have a one-off
chance this week to extend the worldwide ban and repress poaching and trade prices before we
lose even more elephant populations,” it stated. “Across the world's cultures and throughout our
history elephants have been revered in religions and have captured our imagination. But today
these beautiful and highly intelligent creatures are being wiped out.”

On Tuesday, Zambian tourism and environment minister Catherine Namugala defended the
proposal, saying it would enable the country use benefits accruing from the sale of elephants for
national development.

Namugala said the application to down list Zambia's elephant population would have no negative
impact on elephants.

»Zambia’s proposal to down list the elephant population is based on findings of a comprehensive
assessment that showed that commercial trade would not be detrimental to the survival of the
elephant,” Namugala said.

Some 1,500 persons representing over 170 government, non- governmental groups, businesses
and indigenous peoples are attending the triennial conference of the CITES.

Officlally opening the meeting, CITES Secretary-General Willem Wijnstekers said governments
had achieved many conservation successes during the 35 years of the CITES treaty but called for
increased political support to meet the new challenges.

“We do not want to risk letting down the developing world in its struggle to ensure that trade in
wild fauna and flora is conducted legally and sustainably,” Wijnstekers said.

The proposal by Zambia and Tanzania, which was filed on November 17, 2009, seeks to ‘transfer
the population of the African elephant, from Appendix I to Appendix II* of CITES.

Because Appendix I species are considered to be ‘threatened with extinction,” and trade Is only
permitted in exceptional circumstances.

However, If the African elephant is moved to Appendix II, species that are not necessarily
threatened with extinction, but could be if trade is not controlled since avenues for trade will
likely be opened up.

AVAAZ is an international civic organisation that promotes activism on issues such as climate
change, human rights, and religious conflicts.




delegate from Tunisia, who called for a secret ballot. Joining the ‘no’ voted were, Libya, Malaysia, Morocco,
Iceland and Singapore.

With 64 countries voting in favour of the proposal and 59 opposed, the measure fell short of two-thirds
majority to pass and was rejected.

*The majority support is significant and usually it takes more than one meeting to get international support
for these issues,” said Thomas L Strickland, Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, US
Department of the Interior and the Chief of US CITES delegation.

»we will still continue our efforts to bring in these issues including the tuna to the forefront. Qur acxivll:ies to
conserve the species will continue as the only winners and losers here are the species and the planet, he

told The Peninsula.

No fresh protection measures for tigers

Gulf Times

Despite rapidly dwindling numbers of wild tigers, no greater
protection measures were afforded to the endangered animals at
the 15th Conference of the Parties of the CITES yesterday.
However, the member-states reaffirmed a decision from the
previous CITES meeting that countries should not breed tigers for
the trade of their parts and derivatives.

“We narrowly avoided making the Year of the Tiger into the year of
the dead tiger,” the International Fund for Animal Welfare's Asia
regional director Grace Ge Gabriel said.

Illegal trade of tiger parts and products from farming operations
are already stimulating demand for dead tigers which fuels
poaching of wild tigers.

Recent investigations in China have found an increase in the illegal
sale of products from tiger farming operations claiming to contain
tiger parts, both online and in stores. While there are fewer than
50 wild tigers left in China, tiger farms collectively have over
6,000 tigers and boast an annual reproductlon rate of 1,000.
Operated also as safari parks for tourists, these tiger farms openly
sell products such as “tiger bone wine’ as health tonics.

“While we had hoped that a previous resoclution on Conservation of
and Trade in Tigers and other Asian Appendix I Asian Big Cat
Specles could have been strengthened at this CoP by prohibiting
the breeding of tigers for commercial trade, we are glad that the
hard-fought decision from CoP14 was retained,” said Gabriel.

“We are thankful that there is still a thin line of defence between
farming tigers for commercial trade and the world’s remaining wild
tigers, with less than 3,200 left.”

Decision 14.69 from CoP14 states that “parties with intensive
operations breeding tigers on a commercial scale shall implement
measures to restrict the captive population to a level supportive
only to conserving wild tigers; tigers should not be bred for trade
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PRESS RELEASE
Porbeagle by-catched by CITES

Proposal to regulate trade in red and pink corals
widely used in jewellery defeated again

Doha, 23 March 2010 — A two-week meeting of the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) decided by consensus today to include
several reptiles and amphibians from Central America and the Islamic Republic of Iran in its lists.

Governments did not have any objection to regulating trade in a Guatemalan Spiny-tailed
iguana (Ctenosaura palearis) and other three species of iguanas native to central and south-
eastern Mexico, the Yucatan Peninsula and Central America. These iguanas are mainly vegetarian,
but occasionally feed on insects (ants, wasps and beetles), and are known to be in demand for the
international exotic pet trade, mainly in Europe and the United States.

The CITES summit also adopted measures to protect a whole genus of tree frogs from Central
and South America that is under pressure owing to habitat degradation and loss, and to the fungal
disease chytridiomycosis. Some of these frogs are subject to international trade.

Continuing in the same trend for terrestrial species, a salamander endemic to the Islamic
Republic of Iran was also listed by consensus in Appendix I, which means that international
commercial trade is prohibited. The Kaiser’s newt (Neurergus kaiseri) is protected in its range State
and the main concern is the demand for this species on the international market. Individuals
caught in the wild are being illegally exported and find their way into the pet trade for use in
aquaria.

Towards the end of the afternoon, the agenda turned again to marine species to consider a
proposal submitted by the United States to control trade in 31 species of red and pink precious
corals (Appendix II). Three years after a similar proposal was rejected at the Hague meeting,
delegates have defeated for the second time (with 64 votes in favour, 59 against and
10 abstentions) the attempt to list some additional precious corals in CITES (black corals are
already protected by CITES).

The family Coralliidae includes over 30 pink and red coral species, the most commercially
valuable precious corals. These species have been fished for millennia, and millions of items are
traded internationally each year. According to the proposal of the United States, the greatest risk to
populations of Coralliidae is fishing to supply international trade, with landings that have declining by
60-80 % since the 1980s, and reductions in the size structure of populations in fished areas
equivalent to a loss of 80-90 % of the reproductive modules (polyps). International demand has
contributed to serial depletions of most known populations of pink and red corals, and newly-
discovered stocks have been rapidly exhausted.

International Environment House ¢ CITES Secretariat, Press Service, Chemin des Anémones * CH-1219 Chatelaine, Geneva *
Tel: +41 (22) 917 81 56 « Fax: +41 (22) 797 34 17 « Email: juan.vasquez@cites.org * Web: http://www.cites.org



In early December 2009, an FAO Expert Panel concluded that the available evidence did not
support the proposal to include all species in the family Coralliidae (Corallium spp. and
Paracorallium spp.) in CITES Appendix II.

The Panel considered that populations representing a large proportion of the abundance of the
seven species [Corallium rubrum, C. japonicum, C. secondum, C. elatius, C. konojoi, Corallium sp.
nov., C. lauuense (C. regale)] globally did not meet the biological criteria for listing in Appendix II.

Lack of sufficient scientific evidence and the impact on the livelihoods of costal local populations
depending on corals were the main arguments advanced by the opponents to this proposal. Coming
tomorrow, elephant conservation and ivory sales.

Note to journalists: For more information, contact Juan Carlos Vasquez at +974-4175621 or
+974-5692804 (cell), or juan.vasquez@cites.org
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CITES rejects Tanzania, Zambia proposals
Web posted at: 3/23/2010 3:37:8
Source i The Peninsula

DOHA: Governments participating in the R‘E E
UN Convention on the International Trade

of Endangered Species of Fauna and Flora
(CITES) rejected proposals by Tanzania
and Zambia to relax trade restrictions on
their elephant populations by moving them
from Appendix | — the highest level of
protection under the Convention banning
all international commercial trade — to
Appendix Il here yesterday.

FROM LEFT: Wilbur Dovey,
Chairman, Committee II; Dr
Ladislaus © Komba,
Permanent Secretary, UN
Representative of Tanzania;
Juan Carlos Vasques, official
spokesperson, CITES; and
Ghanem Abdulla Mohammed,
Director of Wildlife
Conservation at the Ministry
of Environment, Qatar;
attending a news briefing on
the progress of the ongaoing
CITES meet at the Doha
Sheraton yesterday.

Zambia and Tanzania had also initially,
asked in addition to their down listing
requests, thal they be able to hold a one-
off sale of their ivory stockpiles. The two
countries have submitted proposals
seeking permission for a one-off sale of
112 tonnes of ivory hoping to open the
door for future ivory trade by ‘down-listing’
their elephant populations.

Mo commercial ivory sale is permitted if their elephants remain in
Appendix |, but are possible with the Appendix Il listing, which allows
some regulated international commercial trade.

But neither country was given permission to sell their ivory al this stage or
relax frade controls on their elephant populations. The decisions come
amid a poaching crisis among elephant populations in Asia and Africa.
Governments rejected Tanzania's downlisting and ivory sales request.
They also voted against Zambia's request to move their elephant
populations off Appendix | — a decision which came despite an
amendment by Zambia to remove the request for a one-off sale of their
ivory stockpiles from their original proposal.

“While the issue of whether sales should be allowed to proceed or not
has dominated much of the discussions here in Qatar, WWF and
TRAFFIC believe the key driving force behind the ongoing elephant
poaching is the continued existence of llegal domestic ivory markels
across parts of Africa and Asia,” said Steven Broad, Executive Director of
TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring network of WWF and International
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).

The Elephant Trade Information System (ETIS) was also formally
presented to delegates at the meeting. The report found that the illegal
trade in ivory, which has been increasing in volume since 2004, moved
up sharply in 2009 and there continues to be a highly significant
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correlation between large-scale domestic ivory markets in Asia and Africa
and poor law enforcement, suggesting that illicit ivory trade flows typically
follow a path to destinafions where law enforcement is weak and markets
function with little regulatory impediment.

“Poaching and illegal ivory markets in central and western Africa must be
effectively suppressed before any further ivory sales take place,” said
Elisabeth McLellan, Species Programme Manager, WWF International.

“This is a real victory for elephants,” said Jason Bell-Leask, Director
IFAW Southern Africa. "CITES parties voted in favour of conservation,
following the same logic applied to the Tanzanian proposal for a one-off
sale and downlisting which was rejected earlier today.”
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FROM LEFT: Wilbur Dovey, Chalrman, Committes |I; Dr Ladislaus C Komba, Permanent Secretary, UN Representalivo of Tanzania; Juan Carlos Vasques,
officlal apokesperson, CITES; and Ghanem Abdulia Mohammed, Director of Widiife Conservation at the Ministry of Environment, Qatar; attending a
news briefing on the progress of the ongoing CITES meet at the Doha Sheraton yesterday.

CITES rejects Tanzania, Zambia proposals

DOHA: Govornments partici-
pating in the UN Convention
on the International Trade of
Endangered Species of Fauna nnd
Flora (CITES) rejooted propos-
ala by Tanzanin and Zambia to
rolax trade restrictions on their
olephant populations by mov-
ing tham from Appendix | — the
highost lovel of protection under
the Convention banning all inter
national o?[n'ﬂuminl trado — to

Zambin and Tanzania Imtl nlso
initinlly, nsked in addition to thair
down lsting requests, that they
bo able to hold & one-off sale of
their ivory stockpiles. The two
countries have submitted pro-
posals seeking parmission for a
one-off anle of 112 tonnes of ivory
hoping to open the deor for future
ivory trade by ‘down-listing' their
olephant populntions.

No commorcial ivory salo is
permitted if their elephants
romain in Appondix I, but are
pussible with the Appendix 11 list-

But neither country was given
pormiasion to sell their vory at
this stoge or relax trade controls
an their slephant populations, The
decisions come amid a poaching
arisis among elephant populations
in Asin and Africa. Governments
rojoctod Tunzania’s downlisting
and ivory sales request. They also
voted against Zambia's roquest to
move thelr elephant populations
off Appendix | — a decision which
oame despite an amendment by
Zambia to remove the request
for a one-off sale of their ivery
stockpiles from their original

proposal.
“While the issue of whether

salos should be allowed to procoed
or not has dominated much of the
discussions hore in Qatar, WWF
and TRAFFIC beliove the key
clophast pschiag o e consinsen
[ t con!
oxistonce of illegal demestic vory
markots noross parts of Africa
and Asgin,” said Steven Broad,
Exocutive Director of TRAFFIC,
the wildlife teade monitoring net-
work of WWTF and International
Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN).

Thae Elephant Trade Information
System (ETIS) was also formally
presentod to delegates at the
meeting. The report found that
tho illegal trade in ivory, which
has been increasing in volume
sinco 2004, moved up sharply in
Eﬂm& mminm 1::I b
n L oorra on
batwoon lnrgo-sealo domestic vory

{SALIM MATRAMIOT)

markots in Asia and Africa and
poor hw enforcement, suggesting
that illicit jvory trade flows typi-
eally follow n path to destinations
where law enforcement is woak
and markets function with little
regulatory impadiment.,
“Poaching and illogal ivery
markets in central and western
Africa must be offectively sup-
prossed before any further very
S e
[
Muanager, WWTF Intornational.
“This is n real victory for
elephants,” sald Jason Bell-
Leask, Director IFAW Southern
African. “"OITES parties voted
in favour of conservation, fol-
lowing the samo logic applied
to the Tanzaninn proposal for
o one-off sale and downlisting
which was rejected carlior today.”
THE PENINSULA
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PRESS RELEASE

Bringing an organized response to organized wildlife crime

Doha, 24 March 2010 — Illegal trade in elephant ivory, precious timber, caviar, rare plants, rhinoceros
horn and tiger skins and bones has been the subject of discussion by enforcement experts from Interpol,
Customs and governments attending the triennial general assembly of the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). The illegal wildlife trade that take place
around the world is often highly organized and sophisticated and can involve criminal gangs, armed with
automatic weapons, who don't hesitate to murder the wardens, game scouts or forest guards whose daily
job it is to protect our planet’s natural resources.

“In the past, all too often, the response to such criminals has not been equally organized or
sophisticated”, said Willem Wijnstekers, Secretary-General of the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). He was speaking as the 175 Parties to CITES meet in
Doha, Qatar, for their 15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties. “We are determined that there will be
a level playing field and that a new era of wildlife law enforcement is introduced. An era where those who
rob countries and communities of their natural resources will face a determined and formidable opposition.
It is high time that more wildlife criminals end up behind bars, where they belong,” he added.

Aiming to introduce this era is the recently-formed International Consortium on Combating Wildlife
Crime (ICCWC). Made up of the CITES Secretariat, INTERPOL, the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime, the World Bank and the World Customs Organization, the Consortium is engaging in a number of
joint activities to bring wildlife criminals to justice. These include: a manual to help gather more intelligence
when smugglers are arrested; threat assessment tools intended to help countries design their response to
wildlife crime; specialized advice on dealing with money-laundering and asset recovery; guidance on the
international exchange of information between enforcement agencies; and efforts to raise funds for national
capacity-building.

With as few as 3,200 tigers left in the wild, with significant incidents of elephant ivory smuggling being
noted, and with an increasing demand for rhinoceros horn in parts of Asia (where criminals claim it can cure
cancer), a higher priority for wildlife law enforcement has never been more needed.

The CITES Secretariat continues to use its Alert system to provide risk-assessment, targeting and
profiling intelligence to countries around the world. Since the last Conference of the Parties, alerts have
been issued on such subjects as illegal trade in caviar, falcons and great apes, and smuggling techniques
involving postal and courier services. The CITES Alerts are widely used to help Customs and other border
control agencies intercept shipments of illegally-harvested wildlife being moved from one continent to
another.

Note to journalists: The CITES Secretariat is organizing a 12h30 press briefing today in the Al Maha room
where John M. Sellar, Chief of Enforcement in the Secretariat will be joined by Ms Shennie Patel of the
United States Department of Justice.

For more information, contact Juan Carlos Vasquez at +974-4175621 or +974-5692804 (cell), or
juan.vasquez@cites.org

International Environment House ¢ CITES Secretariat, Press Service, Chemin des Anémones * CH-1219 Chatelaine, Geneva *
Tel: +41 (22) 917 81 56 « Fax: +41 (22) 797 34 17 « Email: juan.vasquez@cites.org * Web: http://www.cites.org
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Ray of hope for
sharks at CITES

Vote on Appendix Il to be reviewed

DOHA: Sharks still see a small
ray of expectation of obtaining
protection against extinction as
the parties at the Convention
on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES) are
expected to review the proposal
again, today. Many of the pro-
posals and agendas which were
rejected at small margins are
being gone through again as the
convention concludes today.

Two US-proposals to list
Secalloped hammerhead,
Great Hammerhead, Smooth
Hammerhead and Oceanic
Whitetip Shark under CITES
Appendix 11 was rejected on
Tuesday due to lack of a few
votes. An Appendix IT would
ensure sustainable trading of the
species and their parts, which are
at the threat of extinetion.

*“We are looking at the options
available to us and meeting with
various parties associated to
this," said Thomas L Strickland,
Asgsistant Secretary for Fish and
Wildlife and Parks, US depart-
ment of the Interior and the
Chief of US CITES Delegation.
"The shark spoecies are mainly
threatened by trade due to inter-
national demands as food items.
The sharks, polar bear and corals

proposals were opposed on ground
that it is a major livelihood of
many. However, if action is not
talten now, there won't be any
more of them and livelihood will
be lost."

Apart from the major combat
between science and economic
interest at the CITES 2010, it
was for the first time that climate
change became a major topic of
discussion. Majority of the species
discussed at the meeting loss of
habitat was a major issue.

Polar bear proposal was
rejected on the ground that cli-
mate change more than trade was
the main threat. US had called for
an Appendix I listing arguing that
through the melting Artic habitat
was a major threat, trade added
to the threat.

“This is the first time ever in
the CITES history that climate
change has been discussed and
will be carried on to the coming
ones. Though it was a difficult
conference for the species, the
(GCC countries had shown their
support for conserving the planet.
However, our activities do not end
here, we will go ahead in protect-
ing the species as much as we can
and many of them may be again
discussed in the next CITES con-
ference,” he said.

Assistant Secretary of Interior for Fish and Wildlife and Park Thomas
Strickland, left, and US Ambassador Joseph LeBaron during the press

conference yesterday.
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There are only 1,411 Tigers left in India

Last updated on: March 22, 2010 12:48 IST

In just 10 weeks since January, at least 13 tigers died, five each in January and March in various
reserves across the country.

Last year, 60 deaths were recorded. Now, merely 3,500 big cats are left in the wild of which
1,411 are in India [ Images ].

Little wonder that the whole world is crying itself hoarse over the sharp drop in the population of
this endangered species from the Prime Minister Manmohan Singh [ Images ] deciding to step in
to save the big cats and Environment Minister Jairam Ramesh [ Images ] making a wakeup call
by blaming mafia supported by politicians for its extinction.

A UN's wildlife body, Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES) too in its
ongoing meeting in Doha has noted that despite several years of efforts the world has failed
miserably to protect tigers.

"Construction and mining mafia do not want the tigers to survive in the forest. They want the
land for construction of malls and mining," Ramesh said recently of the threat faced by the big
cat in the country's 37 reserves.

He expressed hope that the prime minister's initiatives to talk to the states over the action
needed to save the endangered species might help besides encouraging them to expedite
notification process of buffer areas in protected areas and reserves to minimise impact on
wildlife.

However, even as the authorities deliberate over the reasons, tiger deaths continue unabated
due to various reasons such as poaching, infighting and conflict with villagers. On March 15, a
tiger died in Tarai West, Ramnagar in Uttarakhand [ Images ].

https://webmail.unog.ch/maild/vrothenb.nsf/($Inbox)/73437585D4FD7C56C12576EF004... 3/24/2010
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During the same month, a total of four tigers died in Valmiki Tiger Reserve in Bihar,
Ranthambore National Park and Wayanad in Kerala [ Images ].

In February, a six-year-old male tiger was found dead after being caught in a snare put up by
suspected poachers in Corbett Tiger Reserve in Uttarakhand. Loss of habitat for farming and
human habitation apart, ever growing huge market for tiger parts and bone in the international
front has been taking a heavy toll on this threatened species.

“If we use tiger numbers as a performance indicator, then we must admit that we have failed
miserably and that we are continuing to fail," says Willem Wijnstekers, secretary general, CITES
at the meeting where the illegal trade in Asian big cat products was a key discussion issue.

® Copyright 2010 PTI. All rights reserved. Republication or redistribution of PTI content,
including by framing or similar means, Is expressly prohibited without the prior written consent.

https://webmail.unog.ch/maild/vrothenb.nsf/($Inb 0x)/73437585D4FD7C56C12576EF004...  3/24/2010
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Sharks get hammered at UN wildlife trade meet
By Marlowe Hood (AFP) - 3 hours ago

DOHA — The UN wildlife trade body slapped down bids on Tuesday to regulate cross-border
commerce for two species of sharks threatened with extinction through overfishing, sparking
anger from conservationists.

Millions of scalloped hammerhead and oceanic whitetip sharks are extracted from seas each year,
mainly to satisfy a burgeoning appetite for sharkfin soup, a prestige food in Chinese communities
around the world.

The 175-nation Convention on the International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), meeting
in Doha, rejected the US-sponsored proposals but only by a narrow margin, opening the
possibility that one or both could get a second hearing on Thursday when the 13-day conference
ends.

Only decades ago, the two species were among the most common of the semi-coastal and open-
water sharks.

But bycatch, or fish caught accidentally, and demand for fins has slashed hammerhead
populations by about 80 percent globally, and by up to 90 percent in the Indian and Pacific
oceans, experts say.

Many of the fish are tossed back into the water after their precious fins have been removed.
The whitetip, found in all the world's oceans, Is listed by the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) as "critically endangered" in the northwestern Atlantic,

and "vulnerable" globally.

Once the highest level of biomass in the Gulf of Mexico, the species is 99 percent depleted there
today, according to marine biologist Julia Baum.

https://webmail.unog.ch/mail4/vrothenb.nsf/($Inbox)/662BE0279136C8IACI2576EF004... 3/24/2010
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China spoke against the hammerhead proposal in plenary session, saying that even their well-
trained fisheries officials had been unable to distinguish between fins once they were cut off.

"Our experience has shown that control of these species at the borders would not be
enforceable," a Chinese delegate said.

Japan led opposition to both measures, arguing that management of shark populations should be
left to regional fisheries groups, not CITES.

Conservationists counter that fishing for sharks is currently unregulated.

"The problem today Is not there is serious mismanagement of trade in sharks, as for tuna, but
that there is no management at all," said Sue Lieberman, policy director for the Washington-
based Pew Environment Group.

They also point out that sharks are especially vulnerable to overfishing because most species
take years to mature and have relatively few young.

Initially, four other "look-alike" species were also to be covered in the two US proposals, to
prevent accidental harvesting.

But the US withdrew two of the species -- the dusky and sandbar sharks -- whose fins resemble
the scalloped hammerhead's, retaining only the smooth and great hammerhead.

The proposals called for listing on CITES' Appendix II, which reguires countries to monitor and
report all exports, and to demonstrate that fishing is done in a sustainable manner,

The bids was supported by the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation, as well as the secretariat of
CITES, which makes recommendations on all measures.

Conservation groups reacted angrily to the votes.

"We see clearly now the Japanese motivation for opposing all these marine species proposals,”
said Anne Schroeer, an Madrid-based economist with Oceana.

“For the whales they say we are catching it traditionally. For the bluefin tuna, they say we are
eating it. But for the sharks, there is nothing but pure economic interest.”

In a vote on bluefin tuna last week, the CITES meeting voted down a proposal for Appendix I
status, which imposes a total ban on cross-border trade.

The fight over bluefin pitted commercial interests against conservationists, and the result
suggests it was a mismatched fight.

In the case of sharks, there is business on both sides of the issue: dozens of small island nations,
and some bigger ones, reap serious revenue from scuba-related tourism.

Two other sparks species -- the porbeagle and spiny dogfish -- were set to come up for Appendix
II listing votes later on Tuesday.

hitps://webmail .unog.ch/maild/vrothenb.nsf/($Inbox)/662BE0279136C89ACI2576EF004...  3/24/2010



Page 3 of 3

All told, a third of the world's 64 species of pelagic, or open water, sharks face extinction,
according to report issued last June by the IUCN's Shark Specialist Group.

Copyright © 2010 AFP, All rights reserved
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No protection for 7 shark species
Web posted al: 32472010 3:6:7
Source 5 THE PEMINSULA

By Huda NV

DOHA: Concerns over trade regulations restricting the livelinood of
coastal nations and a burgeoning appetite for sharks have left the
depleling marine predator unprotected al sea. An Appendix |l listing of
seven oul of eight species of sharks was rejected, moslly at narrow
margins, at the Convention on Internalional Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), yesterday.

Porbeagle was the only species successf ul to be listed under Appendix Il
though proposals had called for similar listing for Scalloped hammerhead,
Great Hammerhead, Smooth Hammerhead, Sandbar Shark, Dusky
Shark, Oceanic Whitetip Shark and Spiny Dogfish.

Most of Ihese sharks, hammerheads and whitetip are exiracted from seas
gach year for shark-fin soup, @ prestige food in Chinese communilies
around the world. Porbeagle shark is prized mostly by Europe for its high-
valued meat and spiny dogfish shark is a key ingredient in fish and chips
in Europe.

The hammerhead and Whitelip proposals were brought in by the US and
Palau with support from Spain on behalf of the EU, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
UAE and few other countries. Initially, four other “look-alike” species of
Scalloped hammerhead were also to be covered in the two us proposals,
\o prevent accidental harvesling. Bul the US withdrew two of lhe specles -
the dusky and sandbar sharks - whose fins rese mble the scalloped
hammerhead. US also extended ils 18 monih period to resolve lechnical
and administrative issues.

The proposal made a convincing case that the scalloped hammerhead is
likely lo become threatened wilh extinclion unless the trade in its fins,
paris and derivatives is monitored and regulated. The northwest Allantic
population of the scalloped hammerhead has declined by 89 percent over
15 years and fins of hammerheads have an average auction price of
125 per kilo, and al least 2.7m scalloped and smooth hammerheads are
taken annually for the sh ark fin trade. Oceanic whitelip sharks face similar
{hreals and their numbers are down B0 to 70 percent. The whiletip, found
in all the world's oceans, is listed by the international Union for the
Conservation of Nalure (IUCH) as seritically endangered” in the
northwestern Atlantic, and =yulnerable” globally.

However, Japan, China, Singapore , Cuba, vietnam and Indonesia spoke
against the proposals, arguing that trade restrictions Is nol the answer for
the problem and would be difficult to apply. China spoke against the
hammerhead proposal arguing {hat even their well-trained fisheries
officials had been unable to distinguish between fins once they were cul
off and ccrass border conlrol of the merine species were nol enforceable.

Interestingly, secrel ballols for both hammerhead and whitelip proposals
saw a majority-support form 75 countries. However lhe hammerhead fell
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short of five and whiletip of nine voles each, to gel a two-third

and was rejecled.

However, EU- Porbeagle shark proposal was accepted with a majority of
g it against 42. The Porbeagle shark is targeted by
is large fin is worth a greal deal in Asian markels for
shark's fin soup. It was added to CITES Appendix 1, requiring exporting

countries lo make sure {hat international trade is legal and won

£6 nalions supportin

fishermen because i

survival of the species.
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BBC News - Stuffed tiger seized from central London studio

http://newsvote.bbe.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news.bbe.co.uk/2/hifuk_news/england/l...

BEAE NEWS

Stuffed tiger seized from studio

Officers have seized a stuffed adult tiger from a central London studio, which is
believed to have been touted for an illegal sale.

A 47-year-old man was also arrested after the Metropolitan Police's Wildlife Crime Unit (WCU)
became aware of the planned sale of the animal.

He was taken to a south London police station but later released on bail.

The stuffed animal was once used by the late fashion designer Alexander McQueen in a photo
shoot.

'Strictly enforced’

Stuffed tigers are allowed to be sold in the UK but it is believed this tiger was made available for
sale through the studio without sufficient documentation to verify its origin.

Without that paperwork any potential transaction would contravene Article Eight of the
Convention on the International Trade of Endangered Species (CITES).

Det Sgt lan Knox, of the WCU, said: "In order to discourage the trade in rare animals and related
items, it is crucial that regulations surrounding their sale are strictly enforced,

“Where an item is suspected of breaching the CITES regulations designed to protect our planet's
most endangered flora and fauna, we will take the appropriate action to establish its origin and,
when necessary, seize it as evidence.

"Anyone who wishes to trade in endangered species can find the information they need to do so
lawfully on the Defra website."

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbe.co.uk/gofpr/ir/-/2/hifuk_news/england/london/B585009.5tm

Published: 2010/03/24 15:15:07 GMT

B BBC MMX

Page 1 of |
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PRESS RELEASE
CITES conference ends without new sharks in its net

Doha, 25 March 2010 —An intense two-week meeting of the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) closed here today without agreeing on new trade
measures to protect marine species. Over 150 Governments voting at the meeting adopted, however,
decisions to strengthen wildlife management for several reptiles, combat illegal trafficking in tigers and
rhinos and update the trade rules for a wide range of plant and animal species.

The Doha conference is an important step in the long journey for the conservation of commercial marine
species. The quality of the debate and the simple majority reached by three sharks and the red and pink
coral proposals sends a strong signal to the international community on the urgent need to stop
overexploitation. The results do not reflect well the real impact of this meeting, which will be only seen and
understood when other international regimes discuss the fate of bluefin tuna and sharks in the coming
months," said Secretary-General Willem Wijnstekers of CITES, whose secretariat is administered by the UN
Environment Programme.

CITES will be closely watching the progress made on the adoption of conservation measures to protect
marine species in other fora. To say that the Conference was a disaster is simply an exaggeration. I am
convinced that governments, NGOs and businesses have learnt a good lesson: the solutions to conserve the
earth's rich heritage of biological diversity cannot be incompatible with the sustainable development of local
communities and national economies," he said.

Four proposals to include sharks in CITES Appendix II were rejected. The scalloped hammerhead, Oceanic
whitetip, porbeagle and spiny dogfish - four fish species of great commercial value - were not added to
CITES and can therefore continue to be traded without CITES permits.

In recent years CITES has started to list commercially valuable fish species such as sturgeon, seahorses, and
the basking and whale sharks. The rejection of more listings this week reflects a transitional process to
adjust existing regimes managing depleted fishery stocks towards something more robust and coherent,"
said Mr. Wijnstekers.

CITES trade controls would enter into force in 90 days for The holywood (Bulnesia sarmientoi), Brazilian
rosewood (Aniba rosaeodora), several plants from Madagascar, some lizards and frogs from Central
America, a salamander from Iran and other animals and plants.

Last week the polar bear proposal was rejected by a majority of Governments, led by Canada. They
recognized insufficient scientific evidence to support an Appendix I listing and the role of polar bears in the
culture and economy of indigenous people living in the harsh conditions of the Arctic sea.

The African elephant was the subject of extensive debate. Requests by Tanzania and Zambia for downlisting
their elephants populations to the Appendix II were also rejected. A Kenyan proposal for a 20-year
moratorium was withdrawn.

The Mexican population of Crocodylus moreletti was transferred from Appendix I to Appendix II with a zero
quota for wild specimens. The Egyptian population of the Nile crocodile was similarly downlisted.

International Environment House « CITES Secretariat, Press Service, Chemin des Anémones *« CH-1219 Chatelaine, Geneva
Tel: +41 (22) 917 81 56 « Fax: +41 (22) 797 34 17 « Email: juan.vasquez@cites.org * Web: http://www.cites.org



Decisions that will promote the practical implementation of the Convention were taken on synergies with
other Biodiversity-related Conventions, livelihoods of the rural poor, effective wildlife trade policies and a 6%
increase in the core budget.

The 15th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention was held from 13 - 25 March. It was
attended by some 1,200 participants from 150 governments and numerous observer organizations. COP16
will be held in 2013 in Thailand.

Note to journalists: All the results on the 42 proposals can be seen here. For more information, contact
Juan Carlos Vasquez at +974-4175621 or +974-5692804 (cell), or juan.vasquez@cites.org




High-value
marine species
left in lurch

A hammerhead shark in a tank at the Georgia Aquarium, in Atlanta. )

RAJESH MISHRA
DOHA

REPRESENTATIVES of the
Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)
as well as majority of partici-
pants at the 15th Conference of
Parties (CoP) were disappointed
with the outcome of the summit
on Thursday.

The disappointment was,
however, not without a reason as
majority of the proposals, which
included bringing the Atlantic
bluefin tuna in Appendix 1 or

listing porbeagle sharks, ham-
merhead sharks and oceanic
whitetips in Appendix II were
rejected. The decision to adopt
the proposal to list the porbeagle
shark and hammerhead shark in
Appendix II taken earlier were
overturned on Thursday at the
final plenary session.

The summit also saw ques-
tions being raised about CITES
being qualified enough to deal
with the issues of conservation of
marine species and continuance
of secret voting pattern.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15 M



High-value marine species left in lurch

At the concluding session of
the CoP, a representative of
the Japanese delegation said,
“The listing of Atlantic bluefin
tuna on CITES appendices
would be damaging for sus-
tainable use of the fishery
resources, Therefore, the
population of Atlantic bluefin
tuna should be conserved and
managed by the International
Commission for Conservation
for Atlantic Tuna (ICCAT)."
He added, “The observation,
however, does not mean that
CITES parties will sit pretty
waiting for ICCAT to imple-
ment their conservation meas-
ures. Japan and other like-
minded parties are deeply con-
cerned over the recent decline
in the stocks of Atlantic bluefin
tuna and cannot afford to
remain complacent. We need
to intensify conservation
efforts under the ICCAT.”
According to a press release
circulated by an agency, the
normal price of bluefin tuna
was $ 30 per kilogramme and
not $100,000 and $200,000
as being propagated. The
release added, “The fact of the
matter is that only ane fish is

1
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The final session of the 15th Conference of the Parties of the

Canvention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora, in Doha, on Thursday. uaia parueoor)

sold at such a price every vear.
The first fish of the year goes at
a price 100-200 times the nor-
mal price of the fish. The first
fish of the decade and century
zo at even higher price.”

Later addressing a press
conference, the Chair of the
Conference Plenary and rep-
resentative of the Ministry of
Environment of  Qatar
Ghanem Abdullah
Mohammed said though there

were differences of opinions
on conservation methods for
different species of flora and
fauna among countries,
regional bodies and CITES,
there was unanimity among
all over the conservation of
endangered species.
Meanwhile, the outgoing
Secretary-General of CITES
William Wijnstekars said that
of the 13 CITES conferences
he had attended this was the

most ‘disappointing’ in terms
of results as most of the key
proposals were rejected.

The Chair of Committee 1
John Donaldson said that the
Doha summit was relevant as
two major issues came up for
discussion, a mistrust of
CITES appendices and cli-
mate change as a threat to
conservation.

The Chair of Committee 11
Wilbur Dovey also expressed
his disappointment at the
overall outeome of the 14-day
CoP meet but pointed out that
significant breakthrough was
made in terms of CITES
budget and conservation of
tigers and rhinos,

Despite many failures there
were some notable successes
at Doha summit, which
included, ban on internation-
al trade of Kaiser's newt, reg-
ulation of international pet
trade of tree frogs and
Madagascan plants. In addi-
tion positive steps were also
made towards elephant con-
servation, with no further
sales of ivory agreed to by the
parties at the meeting and
Tanzania and Zambia's ele-
phant populations remaining
on Appendix 1,



Cites cover ‘doesn’t prevent
species from bemg traded’

By Nolmot Olaylwola
Staff Reporter

he belief that the list-

ing of any species on the

appendices of the Con-
vention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (Cites) is the
end of trade In those species ‘is
misleading and not true] Cites
outgoing secretary general Wil-
lem Wijnstekers clarified yes-
terday.

He was addressing mediaper-
gons a few hours before the of-
ficial closing of the two-week-
long 15th conference of parties
to Cites.

Wijnstekers said Cites has the
means and instruments as well
as tools to protect marine spe-
cies and the rest adding that it
would be a mistake if those tools
were left unused.

“Selling species listed on
Cites appendices is misleading
as there is no argument for peo-
ple to sell them even if they are
believed to be sustainable® he
stressed.

The official argued that pro-
posals on major marine spe-
cies failed because some fish-
ing countries believed that the
regional fisheries management

organisation should be respon-
sible for management and trade
in those species and not Cites.

“These countries are also
greatly interested in catching
these species, especially sharks
and tuna, and trade in them
more than dealing with Cites,
which requires them to obtain a
plece of paper for their trading”
he said.

However, he said the positive
effect of having a species cov-
ered in Cites was to make trade
an fncentive as well as an assur-
ance that what was being sold to
people were not caught or killed
illegally.

“Another thing about tunas
was that the EU came up with
a proposal that nobody really
understood arguing that ban on
the Atlantic bluefin tuna should
not come into force untl May
2011. Even if we had followed
this proposal it would not have
happened in the middle of 2012
as we wouldn't have gotten suf-
Jficient votes and it would have
been probably 2013 instead™ he
explained.

Wijnstekers argued that the
position of the African countries
also trampled the proposals,

“African countries opposed
the proposal because they be-
lieved it would stop internation-

al trade and they claimed that
the ELJ that gets the biggest mar-
ket will continue to trade in the
tunas they catch, while African
countries can't sell beyond their
shores” he said.

Reacting to non-governmen =
tal organisations' accusations
that Cites has failed in its regu-
latory role by watching parties
reject most of the proposal on
marine species, he said; “Cites
has done what it is supposed
to do by giving its opinions on

" each and every proposal that
was discussed but we don't dic-
tate unfortunately, piving the
number and diversity of par-
tHes!

He added that Cites will soon
have around 180 parties, mean-
ing more differences in interests.

“Unfortunately, it is the con-
vention that decides how things
go and only through vottng! he
maintained.

He used the opportunity to
clear ground on mis-under;
standing regarding the 2007
decision for a nine-year mora-
torium placed on some African
elephant range states,

“Kenya kept claiming that
the decision affects all African
elephant range state. But it was
actually applicable to only those
four countries that already have
the species listed on appendix IT,
which are Botswana, South Af-
rica, Zimbabwe and Libya. And
s0, Zambia and Tanzania as well
as others have the right to sub-
mit fresh proposals to the CoP)"
he clarified.

The secretary general high-
lighted issues discussed within
the two-week triennial con-
ference mentipning the really
simple proposals to most cum-
bersome such as those affecting
look alike species,

‘disaster’ for conservation

By Bonnie James
Deputy News Editor

onservation  organisa-

tions have come down

heavily on the Conven-
tion on International Trade in
Endangered Specles of Wild
Fauna and Flora (Cites) as it has
been ‘disappointing in address-
ing the world's rapidly disap-
pearing biodiversity!

The 15" Conference of the
Parties of the Cites, attended by
delegates from the 175 member
states, concluded in Doha yes-
terday, after meeting for 13 days
under the patronage of HH the
Heir Apparent Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad al-Thani.

“Short -term profits rather
than long-term conservation
has once again been the theme
of this meeting” the Cites del-
egation head of the International
Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW)
Azzedine Downes said.

“The biggest losers include
polar bears, Atlantic bluefin tuna
and all the sharks - with Parties
refusing to acknowledge the sci-
ence showing drastic declines in
populations,” he stated.

Greenpeace Internation-
al Oceans campalgner Oliver
Enowles charged that ‘too many
governments have voted to pro-
tect profits not endangered spe-
cies! and branded the conference
ia dizaster for conservation.

“The backsliding on porbea-
gle protection by the Cites par-
Hes is deeply regrettable as are
their previous decisions to reject
trade safeguards for similarly
threatened hammerheads, spiny
dogfish and oceanic whitetip
sharks) sald Heike Zidowits,
president of Europe's leading as-
sociation of shark scientists and
the head of the Shark Alliance
delegation to the conference.

The official was of the view
that despite the setbacks, the
Cites conference debates have

served to highlight the urgent
plight of sharks and increase
recognition of the role that Cites
can play in their conservation.

“This is truly catastrophic for
gharks!" [FAW's programme di-
rector Peter Peuschel said while
pointing out that close to 100mn
sharks are caught every year and
some shark species may have de-
clined by as much as 80% in the
past decade.

The high demand for shark
fins is a major threat to ham-
merhead and oceanic whitetip
sharks while porbeagles and
spiny dogfish are sought prima-
rily to satisfy European demand
for their meat.

“We cannot continue to
empty our oceans without con-
sequence PFew Environment
Group's international policy
director Susan Lieberman ob-
served while asserting that the
effort to protect the larger iconic
species I5 an imperative now
more than ever,

Tn the past, Cites was a treaty
that restricted trade in species
for the sake of conservation; at
this meeting, governments de-
clded for marine species to re-
stricl conservation for the sake
of trade,” she lamented.

The International Union for
Conservation of Wature's del-
egation head Sue Mainka said it
is time for joint action and for
regulatory bodies to work to-
gether to ensure the continued
survival of species threatened by
wildlife trade.

The decisions taken at the
econference should  stimulate
further evolution of Cites in-
cluding development of tools
and mechanisms needed to sup-
port efforts to achieve sustain-
able management of natural re-
sources, she suggested.

The mumber of commercially
important species on Cites con-
ference agendas has been steadily
inereasing and there is no indica-
tion that this trend will change.




Mgy juSsd ST U POORIS NG '99UR 910Uy JOAE SFUIPEA paXpLL, Oy JEY) pes osfe ‘lasog maps  §o eSuqoup oy ‘suaaguo sy
atpy ) sy Avw fapoods asayy  -1ejuoa auj v pajuesardes doyy  pay Anpnod S ojEd) Aopupey [ SERUIUDD . JO UULEYD noay Seme supy sang Supe) aq

omoed o stonsesy joq Fodid wesmzo g sog uffy o) enupjuos  aapeywsaados asauede] st i WEQAp YFaL pue [y Hsp_: an pres ‘uosppruog o]
-y unseat Kretoduneg, BATUO [ ANUTLOD ST Ry UTSML syms  eppsdl AU PASSAIPPT OS[ SUOE . ~URILILE 0 |nqpuod o fum Y] eEppIMLOY O UEWIELD

AIE SEj0A BUY JO symsar o iy -ax Fupmoddesip jmpy ponfie  -wda0p SNOMIRA JO SIBQUIREY PUR SMapA pagaUenoe Fupoes ‘aElMIAL0 ajEIAfpUL j0U
fumiw jepope g0 o) o[qRop,  aapmuesader gepreds sy, pafeuru aa dpemapund -audes suopEdagep s 'sonss}  Op PIREULL 9q PINOYE S{ Moy
oy padpayd o ‘pueRS wa, Jaming e i fupos e pey jefpng e Fupndas  Suoem uo juewsFeua jo qa ayy 1940 sjuRtaALiesp Jau) puw Ay

‘syred pUv Sy ‘AUPOM J0] 01 10) aaEy am Aupsuodsar guys SHOSA ) JUy) pUv seate swos v Juetyuioddesip sy CAlpayy  -[Eupmans pup UOfsAlasiod

-y 10} Aimatoss  juejssse e Ssnopos Fupioo] mou awis 1 usE) usaq ped sdas aapmod |, pue @ appuaddy s, noqe - o asmEs 8y sem SuDpEdag@Ep (e

‘uojyefapp Jo pray py) pajonb  puy, FUPPT 'PES oY IR JO SR @ UL ponfim mg jshanspu peasdsappw Suppadsip Ag umoode ogu oo Suteq uog

sapmsasdos g0 Sy puy -u0d sy waidoad jojork 9pENs  ‘Aouamguod at Aq paydope S 3O AYMIWP BU) fIPRI) JO SUOY  -EIAPISUOD SJUO A EY) TEpo

uayel  -1od oy pafeuEn aart] . -sodoud jo xou) o) A [Meas0 P -RISPISUGS pum 910 Of SRUMY3 A J0 IOQUINL pamsse af (L *aAa e jo awsty Fuy

aq o) sdays aappsod pasoqE sey -asuaapuod sy o sims  ~yupoddesip Ruplea) Jo| usaq Ry AIELA JO Jeany) au) Fuonpory WOUMAUCD  -PHISAG AU} §8 §apeds suprm

a1 yndu pue pouepuage ey jo uopoaEs ey v joegozd

‘AEpIagSAA BOURIMUOD B4 0 UO|SEES Buiso|d ai) 1B SIaqDIsulip WM Jemuab Amjainas 10) stopedagep  Fupedppaed oy Suppey sUOEERIp o) pauag

pUE ‘PRHUBLIOW MINPOY LWSUEYS Y(BUS 150y AaRog) NG, |7 SIS Jo LRULUeL3 Uosp|e n.n_ ULOT | ARG jo _.a_._.:__m_._u:_._u_ _E___md S} DPANUPL PAWECOR UNP  -30 SARY Oy '$10AZSQ0 Swet

= o -y WU N usimos  Aq Mm[E B ST PRQOsap uaag
B -1Alg JO ATSTUI S1 18 UOREA  SUY SOUAIAJUOY £JEad SRLL

B § | ~1B5U0T) APEA 10 20j3aa “FuDjssas snofaand u sajoh

SPRAOALE S| Auctn  SIf) JO SAmOaINO At} o} safump
i, oy SfuUF) QOTEATSSTEOD 10 IOV M0 OU AlEs a5y [F

ﬂ ey - F oA AQEOUon pnos O S -MEIpHIA. s worp jdy
25 h“_w h cf  -unoo, 'pauIER a8y Ui “uojgsos Areoad o) Sapmp

—

% vﬂ..._.z

sowpaeq  Suppdaas ‘paaoa  Jp qpusddy o) yregs aFeaqund
-y 5308 Louput anupy L. atf} ppe o) uojspap snopasad ag)

e IS Al SENsAL oY) JO M nmeas o) Hupos sucneEaep

.w, O] JERM MO STEed JU0p 1. i Arpragsad papnRuoD s90

aﬂ.. s . sfupeant goy  -odg pasaBtwpug U OpEA]. [FOf)
q (ain e T P ey €1 U1 Uy JSIU S 40§ pAjmod  ~PUIAU] WO UORUAAUOD
;1..14u _..1_....: u._.l S aes i madl:al A : 1 -desip s% fFsuny paqsap s e 0 (s1don) saned g

SN A4 0 daUABUe ] BYY)0 Rufiaap ..m_ . ﬁ%& T _E!uu __:ﬂ“ Jo aouammod e 9

4 e e Eﬁ?&gg i RO T

; SALID -
- AT asuas JEUODY L5
. - 2 .uun“._ﬂ__,ﬂ  uosumopimsgig
o e e = | - up 500N M £q payusexd
o e o e | BURDS PUR SANSS] LOTJNATSSLON suedppaed
s il 3 g g~ ol ; m UV ASTIONES AI0W SUOTIEAAEp Syuwiy JEyeD paqujoddusip,
: Jo gjsazaquy rappod pue Smon Jop2 s sanupuoy

-009 aif] US{E] AAEL O} SUaS so22ds 305 J0] L0100

m_u:u uov:_ S9I1)) Sk 19U 3}
Ul Jysned JJIeys 9[seaqJod

QIOZ 'BF e E;EE_ N




Associated Press: Japan scores victories at UN wildlife meeting Page 1 of |

,--1&,"} : i :
: - !+ Softwaro Deployment | +* Remote Control |
ManageEngine/ Desktop Central . : 'Starts @
+" Patch Manngement | </ Configurations =

; i Free 1

Dosktop Managemeont Software for ,
Active Dircctory, Workgroup, Novell® & WAN | +# Asset Management |+ Windows Tools i

wingy MananaFnnins comdTisekiananieal

AP Associated Press

March 25, 2010

Japan scores victories at UN wildlife meeting

Delegates and activists say Japan came out the big winner at a U.N. wildlife conservation meeting, killing off
almost all efforts to protect marine species, including tuna and sharks.

The key to their success was an aggressive and relentless lobbying campaign, which started before the 175-
nation Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species, or CITES, and carried through to the
meeting's end Thursday.

The Japanese led the fight to defeat a ban on Atlantic bluefin tuna. They also joined other Asian nations,
including China, in preventing several shark species used in the fin trade from gaining protection.

For some activists, the Japanese tactics were proof that CITES has been transformed from a clubby,
conservation body to one driven by big money, trade and economics.

2010 Associaled Press. Permission granted for up to 5 copies. All rights reserved.

You may forward this arlicle or get addilional permissions by typing http: //1icense. icopyright.net/3.57217

icx id=DYELGHIGI Into any web browser. Press Association and Associated Press logos are reglstered trademarks of Press
Association . The iCopyright logo is a registered trademark of iCopyright, Inc.

http://license.icopyright.net/user/viewFreeUse.act?fuid=NzY INDQ3Nw%3D%3D 3/25/2010
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Rejected tuna embargo, the last day meeting to approve the Washington Convention
March 25, 2010 16:22

[Co Doha Conference of the Parties of CITES is the last day of 25, began the final plenary discussion. Atlantic to the
Mediterranean bluefin tuna ban on international trade in the "Annex 1" is expected to be formally approved on
rejection of a proposal to ask.

Bluefin tuna, the embargo as required by the Washington Treaty, proposed by Monaco. Japan is the largest
consuming country, the country lobbied against the treaty to take place in Washington strongly opposed the regulation
of commercial fish species. First day of the 18 committee vote, opposition from developing countries around the

fishing industry and other Asian countries and China, was rejected by a wide margin,

This meeting is the first rejection of the proposal and seek permission for the export of African elephant ivory and
coral jewelry proposed regulations that Japan is one country of origin is a major decision of the commitiee report.

Copyright © The Chunichi Shimban, All Rights Reserved.

http://translate.googleusercontent.com/translate_c?hl=en&sl=ja&u=http://www.tokyo-np.c... 3/25/2010
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Participants laud key role played by event
Publish Date: Thursday,25 March, 2010, at 12:52 PM Doha Time

Moimot Olayiwola
Representalives of international non-government organisations attending the 15th conference of parties to the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (Cites) yesterday shared lhe success stories of the
conference, perspectives on future challenges and emerging opportunilies aboul issues discussed at the meel.
The speakers during a panel discussion organised by the International Union for Conservalion of Nature (IUCN) consisted IUCN
delegation head Sue Mainka, Traffic executive director Steven Broad, IUCN/SSS African Rhinoceros Speclalist Group member
Dr Richard Emslie, IUCN/SSS African Elephant Specialist Group's Dr Holly Dublin and IUCN/SSS Turtles and Torloise
Specialist Group's Peter Paul van Dijk.
All the afficials shared their views about various negotiations ahead of the closing of the meeting today.
“We were able to produce a report on rhino conservation and also reviewed the resolution to include registering information from
implicated states in poaching and illegal killing of rhinos such as Vielnam,” Dr Emslie explained. He added that the group also
took into account the suggestions made by the CITES secretariat to keep an eye on killing of rhinos in South Africa and
Zimbabwe as well as the illegal export of rhino horns and parts to Vietnam, China and other places.
The official mentioned that the issue of low prosecution rate of ilegal poachers caught in Zimbabwe was being addressed.
Dr Dublin observed that delegates will definilely work away from the meeting to deal with a number of issues, especially those
from the 37 African elephant range states.
*Acrimony on the issue of African elephants and ivory was compounded by differences among range states. They need lo
idenlify their individual needs and challenges,” she explained.
On issue of lurlles and tortoise, Paul van Dijk acknowledged the role played by Cites in the 90s lo save the species from over-
exploitation for consumption in a number of countries in Asia and Africa as well as pet lrade in the US.
Broad said putting in place a compliance mechanism was very important to ensure that the trade rules, especially in fisheries,
are adhered to in order to achieve sustainabilily of the species."We want to ensure that fishing activities are done sustainably,”
he said.

Back to Article Homepage
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Japan big winner at UN conservation meeting
By MICHAEL CASEY (AP) — 6 hours ago

DOHA, Qatar — The Japanese seemed to be everywhere at the U.N. wildlife trade meeling.

Dozens of government officials worked the floor the past iwo weeks ahead of key voles, offering
guidance to confused but supportive delegates. They held a reception for select representatives
at their embassy in Qatar, offering up Allantic bluefin tuna sushi—a l%pical food served at
Japatnesa formal occasions — the night before the vote on the export ban of the overfished
species.

Their aggressive and relentless lobbying campaign appeared to pay dividends.
Japan came out the big winner at the 175-nation Convention on International Trade in

Endangered Species, or CITES, which wraps up Thursday, successfully defeating the proposed
bluefin ban, mtina down efforts to regulate the coral trade and joining other Asian nations to

prevent several shark species used in the fin trade from gaining protection. FILE -1
hoto, ¢
For some aclivists, the Japanese tactics were proof that CITES has been transformed from a gopmar
clubby, conservation body to one driven by big money, trade and economics. The meeting is Tsukiji
becoming more like U.N. climate change meetings, they said, where politics at times trumps Tokvo
science and a deals are struck by world leaders behind closed doors. g w;r:;r
"Japan clearly mobilized massive efforts to keep fisheries out of CITES," said Mark W. Roberls, floor the
senior counsel and policy adviser for the watchdog group Environmental Investigation Agency. :’f Eﬂﬁ' v
rade m
It's not that the Japanese were the only ones to stake out a position, bul they were more Thursd:
organized and persistent, delegates said, than the divided European Union and the United Doha, ¢
States, which didn't announce its position on the tuna ban until late in the game. top reat
Japan launched its global campaign months ago, repeatedly meeting with governments big and ﬂﬁ;fg‘e-

small. And when it came to the conference in Qatar, they sent a 30-strong delegation that was Gultenf
stacked with fisheries people who have years of experience working the hallways at CITES. MR

The Japanese insist they were just one of many delegations searching for votes. But they were
also under intense pressure at home to defeat the proposed ban on Atlantic bluefin tuna, given il
could devastate the country's fisheries industry since il imports 80 percent of the fish.

Hisashi Endo, the director of the Ecosystem and Conservation Office in the Fisheries Agency of
Japan, said delegates stuck to the facts. They argued that regional fisheries bodies were beller
suited lo regulate marine species and that the CITES ban was unfair. They also argued that the
ban proposed by Monaco would penalize the Japanese sushi induslry, while allowing American
and European fisheries to keep catching Atlantic bluefin.

"\We are not pressuring anyone,”" Endo said. "We are talking to many countries and expressing
our opinion and seeking their understanding.”

But some delegates accused Japan of using tactics that went beyond diplomacy and violated the
spirit of CITES.

Kenya, which fought the Japanese over tuna and a proposed sale of Zambian and Tanzanian
ivory stocks, accused Tokyo of pressuring delegates to support its positions and paying fisheries
officials from unnamed African countries fo attend the conference — something the Japanese
repeatedly denied.

“The way we have seen this conference operate, there is a lot of influence that is quite
unnecessary,” said Patrick Omondi, a member of Kenya's delegation. "That is not very good for
species that are affected by trade."

Javier Rosero, a member of the Ecuadorean delegation that supported most of the marine
listings, acknowledged the Japanese played hardball, but argued the United States and others
could learn a thing or two from them.

hltp:a’fmnrw.gaugle.cnmﬂmstednewsfapfarlic]emLeqMSgLEazCNTSNIGydeK4vaFzHT... 3/25/2010
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He said the Americans were often loo slow to react and were not forceful enough when they did.
And in meetings with Ecuadorean officials, Rosero said the Americans didn't bring anything to
offer lo the table.

*| have been talking to Japan and they say, 'What do you need? What kind of project are you
ah]ait to do?" Rosero said. "The Japanese come to make business and the States come to
explain.”

Others, however, dismissed talk of Japan's influence as overstated. The Egyptians said it was
nonsense, as did the Zambians. Even the Libyans, who supported Japan on the coral and tuna
proposals, denied there was any quid pro quo.

"\We were with Japan on tuna but not the sharks,” said Hussin Ali Zarough, who was among the
most vocal opponents of the tuna ban and called for the crucial vote. "That shows Libyan
independence.”

Masanori Miyahara, chief counselor of the Fisheries Agency of Japan, acknowledged the
government has funds that were aimed at helping developing countries build their fishing
capacity. He said the funds were used by nations to altend CITES and other fisheries
conferences — though he did not say how much or which countries benefited from the funds.

“Participation is very important for them to learn what is going on internationally," Miyahara said.
“They use the money for tuna regional fisheries management meeling and other meetings.
CITES is one of them."

But he denied his government "was buying votes" with such funding or its offers of bluefin luna al
its reception.

"We wanted to show what it is," Miyahara said of the tuna sushi served at the recaption. "You
can't buy the vote by just serving bluefin tuna, That's a silly idea.”

Roberts said Japan's taclics are reminiscent of the way it operates at the International Whaling
Commission, where heavy lobbying and allegations of vote-buying are common. He said activists
brought non-whaling governments into the body to win a moratorium on commercial whaling and
Japan followed suit, leading to political gridlock with little room for scientific debate.

“That is what happened here," he said. "The science on the bluefin tuna — if there was no
economic factor — would have been a slam dunk. But given that there is millions, if not billions of
dollars at stake, it became a political decision."

On the Net:
n CITES: http:/iwww cites.org/

Copyright ® 2010 The Associated Press. All rights reserved.
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DNA key tool against illegal wildlife trade -

DOHA: DNA analysis has becoms
& potent weapon against the mul-
ti=billion-dollar traffie in wild ani-
mals and by-products, from ivory
to tiger-bone boverage to turties
oooked alive in wop Aslan restau-
rants, expacts said.

The bluck market in ondarjored
fauna and florn Is driven by a
global demand for exotic pots;
precious jewellery, forbidden foods
and potions with allsged curative
and virility-boosting powers, the
experts told a UN conferonce.

In the Inst decade, organised
eriminal networks drawn by a
low-risk, high-profit business —
especially in Asia, where much of
the trade is contered — havo made
things worse.

But new  gene-based
Investigative methods are halping
resource-starved wildlife police
evan the playing field, at least &
bit. They have led to arrests, and
can put the listo claims by some
vendors that the illicit wildlife
they openly peddle is farm-
raised or from non-endangered
species,

“There is a lov of laundering
of animals taken from the
wild through captive breeding
facilitiea,” said John Sellar, the
top enforcement official at the
Convention on Internationnl
Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES).

Meaoting in Doba during the
past 13 days, CITES is the only
convention with the power to
ban or restriet ccoss-border
commarcs in animals, plants and
thair derivatives.

Until recently, it was often
impossible to determina whethar
an ivory carving purchased in, say,
Bangkok was made from legally
from the tusk of a domesticated
Asinn elephant or illegally from
its African cousin.

But today a simple DNA test
costing a couple of hundred dollars
ean spot the contraband.

In November, it uncovered a
major eachs of Afriean ivory In
Thailand and led to the arrest of
EWO men.

Tha evidence for that and other
busts was processed ot & foronsies
lab in Ashland, Oregon run by the
US government and frequently
used for CITES-related cases.

CITES

|5° Meeting of the Conference of §

1

i = |
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Delegates representing EU, US, Libya, Qatar, Spain and Japan addressing a press conference on Htacnnnluﬁhg
day of the CITES conference at Doha Sheraton yestorday.

*It ia the only one in the world
dedicated to serving wildlife erimae,”
explained Bonito Porez, chief law
enforcement officer for the US
Fish and Wildlife Service.

The same methods were applisd
in a recent case invelving sea
turtles, he said.

“We bought products that we
suspected were mads of protectad
sea turtle skin, and all we had to
do is determine what species it
came from,” he said.

But matching requires a
reference library of genetio
information, which only exists
today for & handful of species,

“We have a lurge dotabase of
DMA profiles for elephants, tigers
and sturgeon,” the source of enviar,
said Bellar,

But for hundreds of other
species the database-building
groundwork has yet to be done.

In the case of African elephants,
which spurred acrimonious debate
in Doha and at every CITES
meeting in the three decades,
DNA fingerprinting has already

moved to the next laval.

A nugget of ivory can tell
University of Washington
professor Steve Wasser not only
which species of elephant it came
from but where in Africa the
animal once roamed.

“To track elephants genetically,
you have to develop a genetic
map across the antire continent,”
Wasser said in an intervies:

The least invasive way to do
50 was by collect dung samplas,
a project that took nearly
o

But two problems remained:
genetle varistion linked to reglon
was limited, and the standard
method for extracting DNA heas
damaged its molecular strusture.

Whasser looked at so-calied "lunk
DNA" the B8 percent of genetic
material that is not genes. Because
these regions are more subject to
mutation, he reasoned correctly,
minor differences within herds
were likely to show up.

Using a liguid nitrogen as a
medium, he also found a way

{SALIM MATRAMKOT)

ta orush
heating it.

The method revealed recent
multi-tonne selrures of vory in
Asia come in significant menmire
from Tanzania and Zambis.

The findings helped sink
proposals in Doha by both
countries to earry out one-time
sales of ivory stocks, bids based
i part on the contention their
populations were well managed.

They alse showed poaching
was concentrated geographically,
suggesting the involvement of
highly-organised crime networks
nble to exscute large-scale raids,

Still, it may be years before
DNA testing becomes routine,

@XpaTts say.

"DNA analysis has msajor
potential, but has not yet hed &
significant impact — it is difficult
to use as a tool & remains pretty
costly,” said Holly Dublin, head of
the Elephants Specialist Group of
the International Union for the
Conservation of Nature,

AGENCIES

the ivory without

QES vows to redouble efforts

“This is a significant setback for
these marine species but we view
it as only a temporary setback.
We will redouble our efforts
with other countries around the
world to fight for the protection
of marine species imperiled by
international trade,” said Thomas
L Serickland, Assistant Secretary
for Fish and Wildlife and Parks,
US Department of the Interlor
and the head of US CITES
Delegation.

Japanese delegation said that
the absence of listing doesn't
mean that CITES parties can
wait for other shery organisation
to implement their conservation
measures. "We are concerned by

the recent stock decline of the
tuna, and cannot afford to remain
somplacent, and hence need to
initiate immediate action for
intensified afforts to support the
speciea. The parties should ensure
that conservation meisures are
strengthened and implemented in
the yenrs”

However, Doha did not
become another Copenhagen
as governments mode progress
towards implementing better
protection for rhinos, tigers, some
lessor plants, reptile and ingect
species. Requests by Tanzanis and
Zambin to relax trade restrictions
on their elephant populations
were both woted down, and
approved conservation plans to

protect Asian big cats as well as
rhinos at the meeting.

Alsg, the polur bear proposal has
introduced climate change into
CITES agenda for the first time,
A number of budget proposals
were agreed upon inchuding more
finaneial resources for tackling
enforcement and the recently-
formed International Consortium
on Combating Wildlife Crime
(ICCWC), mude up of the CITES
Becrotariat, INTERPOL, the
United Nations Office on Drugs
and Crime, the World Bank and
the World Customs Organisation,
the Consortium has committed
to engage on o number of jolnt
activities to bring wildlife criminals
to justice.  THE PENINSULA



Economy wins the
argument at Doha

BY HUDA NV

DOHA: The 16th Conference of
Parties (CoP15) to the Convention
on International Trade in
Endangered Species (CITES)
that concluded hers yesterday
rang the death toll for many spe-
cies as economy overshadowed
ecology, As the summit came to
& close, parties withdrew protec-
tion for the Porbeagle Sharks-
the only marine species that was
granted protection during the
13-day event — disappointing
environmentalists,

The 175-nation meet saw many
of the species protection proposals
being rejected as countries argued
on lines of livelihood, business and
economy. Further, all the marine
species were voted down saying
regional fisheries groups — not
CITES — should manage local
populations,

"As soon as big money gets
involved, the ‘s’ of sclence is
crossed out by two vertical stripes
($cience—spelt with a dollar sign).
There is an enormous economic
interest in catching and trading
these species, and a CITES piece

of paper is really a nuisance for
traders,” said Willem Wijnstekers,
Secretary General, CITES told
the media.

Prominent lobbying for votes
was evident in the conference
with Kenyan delegation asking
the authorities to put an end to
it.

*“We have seen this conference
oparate in a way that there is lot
of influence of parties that is quite
unnecessary, This happens before
and after the conference and is
not good for species that are
affected by trade. We had tried
our best to brush off the pres-
sures coming from politicians,” a
Kenyan delegate said.

Japan and China led by the
supporting countries led the two-
weeks of negotiations to repeated
rejection of proposals to enhance
protection for marine species,
such as the Atlantic Bluefin tuna,
31 species of red and pink coral
and several shark species.

Over-fishing and the demand
of international trade are driv-
ing these species to the brink of
extinction, THE PENINSULA

Continued on page 2




Protecting sharks (or not) by a margin of error

Natasha Loder
e Mar 24th 2010, 16:52 by NL | DOHA

I'm at a meeting for the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species (http://www.cites.org/), where government delegates are voting on
whether to protect endangered species from excessive international trade.
These happen every two or three years. In the good old days, delegates'
votes were collected on little pieces of paper and counted. It was time-
consuming, as delegates might be called upon to vote on many issues a day
for a two-week meeting. Technology, thankfully, has intervened, in the form
of a nifty electronic voting system. Each member country inserts its voting
card into the machine and presses "2" for yes, "3" for no and "4" to abstain.
In thirty seconds the job is done.

What could be simpler?

A lot, it seems. This year, about 137 countries are represented. Yesterday,
during a vote on protection for a shark called the porbeagle (Lamna nasus)
the electronic voting system seized up, and two nations complained the
voting machine had just "flashed red". So the chair ordered the technicians
to reset the system. Before a new vote on the porbeagle, a test was
ordered. "Could everyone please vote 'Yes' now?" he said. After thirty
seconds the chair said he had received votes from everyone in the room,
and that the system was working. He then observed dryly that of the 137
nations that had been supposed to vote 'Yes', seven had voted 'No' and two
had voted to abstain.

The technology may work perfectly. Humans, it appears, do not. But the
imperfect "Yes" vote gave us some idea of the error level with the voting
system at these meetings. When a species such as the hammerhead shark
(Sphyrna lewini) fails to by a handful of votes to reach protection from
trade, might this be down to fumble fingers?

Today another test was conducted and this time the delegates did a little
better. They were asked to answer a question. "Is Doha the capital of
Qatar?" asked the chair. All nations except Cameroon, Croatia and China



managed to vote "Yes". One voted "No", and two abstained. The slightly
frustrated chair decided a third test was necessary, and everyone was just
ordered to vote "Yes". This time Nigeria and Azerbaijan managed to abstain.
After some kerfuffle a technician confirmed that both countries had simply
pressed the wrong button.

The lesson from all this is that electronic voting systems can only be as
accurate as the humans that operate them. Often, at two-week international
conferences, these humans are bored, full or hung over. That means it is
important to have a good idea of the voting error, which may need to be
tested on several occasions . If one cannot design an idiot-proof system,
then counting the number of idiots using the system is surely the next best
thing.

(The photograph of a rather unprotected porbeagle is from pfig
(http://www.flickr.com/photos/pfig/378602623/) on Flickr.)

(http://www.economist.com/comment/503395#comment-
503395)(http://www.economist.com/comment/503675#comment-503675)



Japan's statement on the conservation of Atlantic Bluefin Tuna

Since it was proposed by Principality of Monaco to list Atlantic
Bluefin Tuna in Appendix | last July, Japan has expressed our
opposition to the proposal and sought understanding by all parties to
our position, stressing that the stock population of Atlantic Bluefin
Tuna should be conserved and managed by ICCAT, International
Commission for Conservation of Atlantic Tuna, and that the listing on
the CITES Appendices would be damaging on the sustainable use of
the fishery resources.

Throughout the discussion at this Conference of Parties, our
delegation has seen many countries increasingly share the concern
with us, which greatly encouraged us and confirmed our belief. On
behalf of the Government of Japan, our delegation would like to
convey our sincere appreciation to those delegations who supported
our views.

This observation of ours, however, does not mean that CITES
parties can just wait for the ICCAT to implement their conservation
measures. Japan and other parties, who are so much concerned
about the recent stock decline of Atlantic Bluefin Tuna, cannot afford
to remain complacent, but need to initiate immediate actions for
intensified efforts under the ICCAT. We cannot overemphasize that
the recovery of depleted fishery resources must be ensured and
would lead to benefit to us who are actually using and relying on
such resources.

Taking this opportunity in the plenary session, Japan calls upon
parties concerned to enhance our cooperation to ensure ICCAT
measures will be further strengthened and surely implemented in the
coming years. In ending the discussion on Atlantic Bluefin Tuna at
this Conference of Parties of CITES, we reiterate that Japan is ready
to take leadership in the global efforts to conserve this fishery
resource and to cooperate with any other parties who wish to do so.
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