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Procedures for media accreditation 

Only bona fide representatives of mainstream media – print and online media, photo, radio, 
television, film and new agencies – will be accredited to cover this meeting. To avoid delays 
upon arrival at the meeting, please submit by 15 February 2010 the Media accreditation form,
together with a letter of assignment from your editor or bureau chief, a photocopy of your 
valid professional press card, and a front facing, passport sized, color photograph to: 

CITES Secretariat, Press Service 
International Environment House, Geneva 

11-13, chemin des Anémones, CH-1219 Châtelaine, Switzerland 
Telephone: +41 (22) 917 81 56/19 / Fax number: +41 (22) 797 34 17 
juan.vasquez@cites.org (Press Officer); virginia.rothenbuhler@cites.org

The Secretariat has posted a Media accreditation form on the CITES website 
http://www.cites.org/eng/news/meetings/cop15/index.shtml. Media representatives are 
encouraged to register as soon as possible. 

Our accreditation procedures should be read in conjunction with UN-DPI policy for media 
accreditation http://www.un.org/media/accreditation/form/myform.asp. Please note that 
under UN policy, media accreditation is not accorded to the information outlets of non-
governmental organizations, no double accreditation is allowed (e.g. as both press and 
delegate, or as both press and NGO).  

In Doha, press passes can be picked up at the media accreditation counter upon presentation 
of an identification (passport, official national press pass, driver's license, etc.) or of a photo 
press pass from any United Nations Centre. 

For press releases and other information on the meeting, please contact the Press Service of 
the CITES Secretariat at the above coordinates or visit the CITES website. 
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  CITES world conference opens with call for new wildlife 
trade rules

Decisions on the budget will show how seriously 175 member States take new 
measures to conserve and manage natural riches of the planet

 Doha, 13 March 2010 – Some 1,500 delegates representing more than 170 governments, 
indigenous peoples, non-governmental organizations and businesses are attending the triennial 
world conference of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora (CITES). Bluefin tuna, elephant populations and a wide range of sharks, corals, polar 
bears, reptiles, insects and plants are top of the agenda for the two-week meeting. 

 CITES Secretary-General Willem Wijnstekers thanked Qatar for hosting the meeting and noted 
that existing and new challenges require increased political support for the 35-year old treaty to 
match present day demands. Mr Wijnstekers congratulated the member States for the many 
conservation successes during these years but warned that more needs to be done.  “We do not 
want to risk letting down the developing world in its struggle to ensure that trade in wild fauna and 
flora is conducted legally and sustainably”, he said.   

 Many of the 42 proposals on the table reflect growing international concern about the 
accelerating destruction of the world’s marine and forest ecosystems through overfishing and 
excessive logging, and the potential impacts of climate change on the biological resources of the 
planet. The UN General Assembly has declared 2010 the international year of biodiversity and the 
CITES Conference will be one of the key occasions governments have this year to take action to 
protect biodiversity. Member States will decide by consensus or a two-thirds majority vote for 
measures to conserve and manage species on the agenda. 

 “2010 is a key year for biological diversity. By ensuring that the international trade in wildlife is 
properly regulated, CITES can assist in conserving the planet’s wild fauna and flora from 
overexploitation and thus contribute to the improved management of these key natural assets for 
sustainable development”, said Achim Steiner, UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Director 
of the United Nations Environment Programme, which administers the CITES Secretariat. 

  Other issues on the agenda include the adoption of urgent measures to tackle illegal trade 
of tiger products, rhinos and other species that are on the brink of extinction. It will also address 
the potential impacts of CITES measures on the livelihoods of the rural poor, those on the 
frontlines of using and managing wildlife.  

   Note to journalists: For more information, contact Juan Carlos Vasquez at +974-4175621 
or +974-5692804 (cell), or j.vasquez@cites.qa. For more information, on media accreditation to 
cover the CITES Conference please visit our webpage:  
http://www.cites.org/eng/cop/15/E-CoP15_media_accreditation_form.pdf
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Background information on the proposals

 The listing proposals can be viewed at http://www.cites.org/eng/cop/15/prop/index.shtml

 Document 68 containing the recommendations from the Secretariat and the comments 
received from Parties, FAO, ICCAT, ITTO and other specialized bodies can be viewed at: 
http://www.cites.org/eng/cop/15/doc/E15-68.pdf

 Report of the Panel of Experts on proposals to transfer populations of the African elephant 
from Appendix I to Appendix II can be viewed at: 

 Tanzania: http://www.cites.org/eng/cop/15/doc/E15-68A06a).pdf

 Zambia: http://www.cites.org/eng/cop/15/doc/E15-68A06b).pdf

Bluefin tuna and sharks

 According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the world’s 
capture (non-aquaculture) fisheries produced 92 million tonnes of fish in 2006, of which 81.9 
million came from the sea. The value of the total marine and freshwater catch at the first point of 
sale was around USD 91.2 billion. As a result, it is estimated that some 52 % of marine fish stocks 
or species groups are fully exploited, 19 % overexploited and 9 % depleted or recovering from 
depletion. The maximum wild capture fishing potential from the world’s oceans has probably been 
reached, and a more closely controlled approach to fisheries is required (See 
ftp://ftp.fao.org/docrep/fao/011/i0250e/i0250e.pdf)

 A growing number of commercially exploited fish have come under CITES controls in recent 
years, for example: the basking and whale sharks were included in Appendix II in 2002, the great 
white shark and the humphead wrasse in 2004, and the European eel and sawfishes in 2007. 

 At the forthcoming conference, proposals will be made to bring eight commercially fished 
species under the purview of CITES.  

 Monaco is proposing a complete ban on international commercial trade in the bluefin tuna. 
(proposal 19). This iconic species can reach 3 metres in length and over 650 kg in weight. It can 
swim at nearly 40 km per hour and dive to 1,000 metres deep. It is highly sought after as a 
delicacy: in January 2010, a single fish was reportedly sold for over USD 120,000. Although it has 
been fished for many centuries, its populations in the Atlantic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea have 
undergone very substantial declines in the last 40 years. Repeated efforts have been made to 
ensure more sustainable fishing, but now Monaco claims that it is time to bring the international 
trade to a halt to allow time for the species to recover.  

 The scalloped hammerhead shark (proposal 15) occurs widely in coastal warm temperate and 
tropical seas and is exploited extensively for its fins. Significant declines in the population of the 
species have been reported in many areas where it is caught. Two other species of hammerhead 
shark (great hammerhead and smooth hammerhead) and two further sharks (sandbar shark and 
dusky shark) have similar shaped fins, and the proponents, Palau and the United States of 
America, recommend that all these species be subject to CITES trade controls.  
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 The same two countries are also proposing that trade CITES controls be applied to another 
shark, the oceanic whitetip (proposal 16), which, in spite of its wide range in tropical and 
subtropical waters, has declined in numbers wherever it has been harvested for its fins.  

 In total, several million sharks of these two species are estimated to be fished annually to 
supply the demand for fins. 

 The porbeagle shark (proposal 17) has equally experienced population declines, notably in the 
northern Atlantic and the Mediterranean, owing to unsustainable fishing for its high-value meat 
and fins. Palau and Sweden, on behalf of the European Community Member States, note the lack 
of consistent data on the global catch of this species. They argues that requiring CITES export 
permits will ensure that international markets are supplied by fish from sustainably managed 
fisheries that keep accurate records. 

 The spiny dogfish (proposal 18) is a small shark that was once abundant in temperate waters. 
It is now overexploited for its meat, which is highly valued in Europe (often sold in 'fish and chips' 
shops in the British Isles) and elsewhere. As many other sharks, it is particularly vulnerable to 
excessive fishing because of its slow reproductive rate. It also tends to travel in large schools of 
hundreds or thousands, which are easier for fishing boats to harvest them in large quantities. 
Palau and Sweden, on behalf of the European Community Member States , propose listing the 
spiny dogfish in Appendix II (which manages trade through a permit system) and establishing a 
sustainable fishery management programme for the species. 

Corals

 The most valuable of all the precious corals, red or pink corals (proposal 21) have been 
harvested for over 5,000 years and used for jewellery and other decorative items. Their tree-like 
colonies provide protection and habitat for other marine species and occur in the tropical, 
subtropical and temperate oceans, often at great depths. Overharvesting for international trade 
and the destruction of colonies by bottom trawls and dredges have greatly affected their capacity 
to reproduce and regenerate. The United States and Sweden, on behalf of the European 
Community Member States, propose adding the red or pink corals to Appendix II to control the 
trade therein. 

The long-running debate on elephants and ivory

 The long-running global debate over the African elephant has focused on the benefits that 
income from ivory sales may bring to conservation and to local communities living side by side with 
these large and potentially dangerous animals versus concerns that such sales may encourage 
poaching. This year’s proposals (proposal 4, proposal 5 and proposal 6) again reflect opposing 
views on how best to improve the conservation and sustainable use of the world’s largest land 
animal.

 CITES banned the international commercial ivory trade in 1989. In 1997 and 2002, recognizing 
that some southern African elephant populations were healthy and well managed, it permitted 
Botswana, Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe to sell some stocks of ivory to Japan totalling over 
150 tons. The sales took place in 1999 and 2008 and earned some USD 20 million for elephant 
conservation and community development programmes within or adjacent to the elephant range. 
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 At this year’s conference, the United Republic of Tanzania and Zambia are seeking similar 
approval to sell government-owned stocks that have accumulated over the years. The United 
Republic of Tanzania has nearly 90 tons of such stock, and Zambia just over 21 tons.  

 Taking the opposite view, the Congo, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Mali, Rwanda and Sierra Leone 
are proposing a halt to the limited international trade in African elephant ivory currently permitted 
and a 20-year moratorium on any proposals to relax international trade controls on African 
elephants.

Polar bear and other proposals

 The potential threat to the polar bear from climate change has been much discussed recently, 
and the United States is seeking to increase its protection in CITES by completely prohibiting 
international commercial trade in the species (proposal 3). Mexico and Egypt are seeking to reduce 
CITES controls on the Morelet's crocodile and the Nile crocodile, respectively, as they believe that 
the status of these species in the wild has improved (proposal 8 and proposal 9). In contrast, 
Honduras and Guatemala are seeking to apply CITES controls to four species of spiny-tailed 
iguanas that are increasingly sought by hobbyists in other countries. (proposal 11 and 
proposal 12). The Plurinational State of Bolivia proposes that similar measures be adopted for the 
spectacular Satanas beetle (proposal 20), which is also sought by collectors.  

 Madagascar is seeking to include 12 endemic plants in Appendix II (proposals 22-24, 26, 27, 
30, 32-36 and 39-41), while Brazil and Argentina propose the the same listing for the Brazilian 
rosewood (proposal 29) and the Palo Santo (proposal 42), respectively, two tree species that 
produce essential oils extensively used in perfumery and cosmetics. 

 Other proposals call for lifting all trade restrictions on certain species on the grounds that they 
no longer require such protection. These include the Marsh rose (proposal 37) and the Swartland 
sugarbush (proposal 38) from South Africa, and the North American bobcat or lynx (proposal 2).

Backgrounder: understanding CITES

 Thousands of species of wild fauna and flora are used by people in their daily lives for food, 
housing, health care, cosmetics or fashion. CITES recognizes that commercial trade in these plants 
and animals may be beneficial both to conservation and to the livelihoods of local people.  

 However, unregulated wildlife trade can seriously affect species populations, especially those 
that are already vulnerable as a result of other factors, such as habitat loss. Governments 
responded to this concern by adopting CITES in 1973 to regulate international wildlife trade and 
ensure that it remains at a sustainable level. With 175 Parties, CITES remains one of the world's 
most powerful tools for biodiversity conservation through the regulation of trade in wild fauna and 
flora. 

 Even setting aside commercial fishing and the timber industry, international trade in wildlife 
remains a very lucrative business, estimated to be worth billions of dollars annually and to involve 
more than 350 million plant and animal specimens every year. Unregulated international trade can 
push threatened and endangered species over the brink, especially when combined with habitat 
loss and other pressures.  

 CITES provides three regulatory options in the form of Appendices. Animals and plants listed in 
Appendix I are prohibited from international commercial trade except in very special circumstances. 
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Appendix I contains about 530 animal species and a little more than 300 plant species, including all 
the great apes, various big cats such as cheetahs, the snow leopard and the tiger, numerous birds 
of prey, cranes and pheasants, all sea turtles, many species of crocodiles, tortoises and snakes, 
and some cacti and orchids.

 Commercial international trade is permitted for species listed in Appendix II, but it is strictly 
controlled on the basis of CITES permits. This Appendix II covers over 4,460 animal species and 
28,000 plant species, including all those primates, cats, cetaceans, parrots, crocodiles and orchids 
not listed in Appendix I. 

 Finally, Appendix III includes species that are protected within the borders of a member 
country. By including a species in Appendix III, a country calls on others to help it regulate trade in 
the said species by making the issuance of a certificate of origin necessary to enter into trade. This 
Appendix lists over 290 species.  

 CITES, then, does much more than regulating trade in large charismatic mammals. It sets up a 
green certification system for non-detrimental wildlife trade (based on CITES permits and 
certificates), combats illegal trade and related wildlife offences, promotes international cooperation, 
and helps establish management plans so that range States can monitor and manage sustainably 
CITES-listed species. 

 CITES requires each member State to adopt the necessary national legislation and to designate 
a Management Authority that issues permits to trade. Governments must also designate a 
Scientific Authority to provide scientific advice on imports and exports. These national authorities 
are responsible for implementing CITES in close cooperation with Customs, wildlife enforcement, 
police or similar agencies.

 As the impact of trade on a population or a species increases or decreases, the species can be 
added to the CITES Appendices, transferred from one Appendix to another, or removed from them. 
These decisions are taken at the triennial CITES conferences and must be based on the best 
biological information available and on an analysis of how different types of protection can affect 
specific populations.  

 It is worth noting that when a species is transferred from Appendix I to Appendix II, its 
protection has not necessarily been ‘downgraded’. Rather, it can be a sign of success that a species 
population has grown to the point where trade may be possible with strict oversight. In addition, 
by allowing a species to be commercially traded at sustainable levels, an Appendix-II listing can 
actually improve protection by giving local people a greater incentive to ensure the species’ 
survival. 

 The CITES Secretariat produces recommendations on the proposals described above after 
analysing them against the various listing criteria. These criteria relate to: trade (is the species 
being actively traded? Is trade really the problem rather than, say, habitat destruction?); biology 
(what is the scientific evidence that populations are declining or increasing?); and other technical 
matters (e.g. has the proponent consulted thoroughly other range States?). 
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Scientists meet in Doha to discuss global trade in timber 
and wild plants 

Top on the agenda mahogany, cedar, ramin, candelilla, agarwood, Guaiacum
and other plants valued for their wood, medicinal, ornamental or other qualities

 Doha, 14 March 2010 – Top experts attending the ongoing meeting of the triennial general 
assembly of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES) will consider how best to regulate trade in wild plants and products such as musical 
instruments, cancer medicines, lipsticks, emulsions, polishes, gums, cosmetics, perfumes and many 
other products containing wild plants protected by CITES. 

 The world summit will discuss new measures to trace the legal origin of timber entering 
international markets and ensure the sustainable harvesting of mahogany and other precious 
timbers. The neotropical populations of the bigleaf mahogany (Swietenia macrophylla) are listed on 
CITES Appendix II, which requires that shipments of this timber be accompanied by a CITES 
export permit.  Admired for its high quality, beauty and durability, mahogany is made into luxury 
furniture, boats, expensive panelling, musical instruments and other products. One cubic metre of 
big-leaf mahogany can fetch over USD 1,000 on the international market and one tree alone can 
produce more than USD 100,000 worth of high-quality furniture. The bigleaf mahogany thrives in 
dry tropical forests ranging from southern Mexico to the Amazon basin. It can grow to 70 m, with 
an average height of 30-40 m, and trunks can reach 3.5 m in diameter. 

 The mahogany range has become fragmented, many populations have declined dramatically 
and the building of access roads for mahogany lumbering has encouraged broader deforestation. 
Populations have declined by over 70 % in Central America since 1950 and the species is already 
reported to be commercially extinct in El Salvador, Costa Rica and parts of South America. The 
other two species of Latin American mahogany – the Cuban mahogany (Swietenia mahagoni) and 
Honduras mahogany (Swietenia humilis) – are also now commercially extinct. Today, the major 
natural stands of the bigleaf mahogany are in Brazil, Bolivia and Peru. Plantations have been 
established in Fiji and other countries, but the CITES listing does not apply to them. 

 The leading importers of this wood are the United States – which alone accounts for some 
80 % of the entire market – the Dominican Republic, the United Kingdom and Spain. The 
Appendix-II listing enables importing nations to better assist export nations with checking the 
legality of shipments and ensuring that the mahogany trade is fully transparent. 

 The CITES member States will also discuss the merits of removing the controls for lipsticks and 
other products containing candelilla (Euphorbia antisyphilitica). These products are traded in 
enormous quantities through a complex supply chain. Relaxing the current controls on finished 
products containing candelilla would allow enforcement officers to focus on the smuggling of illegal 
timber and other endangered plants from their natural habitats.  
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Euphorbia antisyphilitica is a shrubby plant whose natural range extends from the southwest of 
the United States (New Mexico and Texas) to Mexico, having densely clustered stems that yield the 
multipurpose candelilla wax. Its distinctive properties make it an essential raw material in a wide 
array of cosmetics (especially lipsticks), inks, dyes, adhesives, coatings, emulsions, polishes, 
pharmaceutical products and gum base. Candelilla wax is also used as separation agent or mould 
in the production of candles, chocolates, cakes and jellies. 

 To date, Mexico seems to be the only country exporting candelilla wax. However, some of the 
wax is exported to the United States, from where traders re-export it to Europe or the Far East, 
sometimes without the mandatory CITES re-export certificates.  

 Other issues on the agenda include the adoption of measures to protect 14 species from 
Madagascar, agarwood, Guaiacum and other plants. It will also address the potential impacts of 
CITES measures on the livelihoods of the rural poor, those on the frontlines of using and managing 
forests and wild plants.  

Note to journalists: For more information, contact Juan Carlos Vasquez at +974-4175621 or 
+974-5692804 (cell), or juan.vasquez@cites.org
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CITES to discuss initiatives to dismantle criminal networks 
involved in tiger and rhino poaching 

 Doha, 15 March 2010 – Delegates and enforcement experts attending the CITES summit in 
Qatar will discuss this week the perilous state of tigers in the wild and the nature of poaching and 
illegal trade in tigers. The CITES Secretariat, in conjunction with INTERPOL, is calling for countries 
to submit information about crime against tigers, so that it can be analysed and effective anti-
poaching strategies developed. 

 In the early 1900s, tigers were found throughout Asia and numbered over 100,000. Current 
estimates indicate that less than 3,200 of these remain in the wild. Tigers are today primarily 
poached for their skins but almost every part of a tiger’s body can be used for decorative or 
traditional medicinal purposes. Most tigers are now restricted to small pockets of habitat, with 
several geographical populations literally teetering on the brink of extinction. 

 The CITES community will learn of progress being made by the Global Tiger Initiative, a 
partnership of governments, international agencies and non-governmental organizations, who are 
working collaboratively to save the tiger. The Initiative’s next major event will be in Vladivostok, 
Russian Federation, in September 2010, when Prime Minister Putin will host a meeting of heads-of-
state to commit political will for tiger conservation. 

 It is almost four decades since the world realized that tiger numbers were falling alarmingly. 
Between the 1970s and 2010, governments and the conservation community spent tens of millions 
of dollars trying to save this magnificent animal. Millions of dollars, euros, pounds, rupees and 
yuans continue to be spent. 

 “If we use tiger numbers as a performance indicator”, says CITES Secretary-General Willem 
Wijnstekers, “then we must admit that we have failed miserably and that we are continuing to fail. 
How have we let this happen? Although the tiger has been prized throughout history, and is a 
symbol of incredible importance in many cultures and religions, it is now literally on the verge of 
extinction. 2010 is the Chinese Year of the Tiger and the International Year of Biodiversity; this 
must be the year in which we reverse the trend. If we don’t, it will be to our everlasting shame.” 

 Aside from its significance as a ‘flagship’ species, the tiger is also a marvellous indicator of the 
health of our forests. Falling tiger numbers also ring an alarm bell in relation to loss of habitat, 
human encroachment into important areas of biodiversity and wilderness, conflict between tigers, 
humans and livestock and wildlife crime. 

 Protected from international commercial trade through its listing in Appendix I of the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), tigers 
still suffer significantly from illegal trade. They are poached for their skins and body parts, which 
are used for decorative and traditional medicine purposes. 
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 Delegates at CITES CoP15 will also consider the escalation of rhino poaching and the 
approaches to fight criminal networks involved in the increasing illegal trade in their horns in parts 
of Africa and Asia. Whereas the tiger is suffering from threats such as loss of habitat and tiger 
numbers have been steadily declining, this is not the case for rhinoceroses. The early- and mid-
1990s saw rhino numbers grow encouragingly in many of its range States. There were dramatic 
recoveries and poaching of this animal became fairly infrequent.  

 However, in the mid-2000s, rumours emerged that rhinoceros horn could stave off cancer or 
halt its spread in people suffering from the disease. Rhinos in countries such as India, South Africa, 
Nepal and Zimbabwe now appear to be killed by organized crime groups that control the smuggling 
of rhino horns to the far east of Asia, where they are sold on the black market for thousands and 
thousands of dollars.

 South Africa and Zimbabwe have seen dramatic increases in rhino poaching in the past  
2-3 years, where over 300 animals are estimated to have been illegally killed. The ‘shoot to kill’ 
policy adopted by some governments in Africa does not seem to be deterring poachers and one 
national park store was even robbed at gunpoint, so that horns removed by park staff from rhinos 
that had died naturally could be stolen.  

 CITES calls upon its partners, such as INTERPOL, the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime, and the World Customs Organization to join it in this war against organized crime that seeks 
to rape the world’s natural resources. 

 Note to journalists: For more information, contact Juan Carlos Vasquez at +974-4175621 or 
+974-5692804 (cell), or juan.vasquez@cites.org
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CITES spices the bluefin tuna debate
with oils and essences 

Governments also voted against a proposal to relax trade controls
on skins of the American bobcat

 Doha, 17 March 2010 – Governments attending the triennial general assembly of the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) have 
decided today to protect two trees from South America used in the cosmetic industry and 
discussed all the plant proposals on the agenda.  

John Donaldson, Chair of the Committee I, announced today that CITES trade controls would 
enter into force in 90 days for The holywood (Bulnesia sarmientoi) and Brazilian rosewood (Aniba 
rosaeodora). “The holywood is a tree of great cultural and economic value praised for its aromatic 
properties and the texture of its wood”, he said. This tree only occurs in the Gran Chaco ecosystem in 
the centre of the South-American, shared among Argentina, Bolivia, Paraguay and a small sector of 
south-western Brazil. Historically, the harvest of the species for its timber had a traditional character: 
handicrafts, wood-turned items, posts, tools and so on. Recently, its timber has started being used in 
flooring and fine furniture that fetches very good prices in the international markets.  

 The essential oil of this tree, known as ‘guayacol’, ‘guajol’ or ‘guayaco’, is obtained by distillation 
and it is widely used in the perfume industry because of its mild and pleasant fragrance, which is 
similar to the rose and, to a lesser extent, to the violet. Its ethyl acetate is used as a natural fixative 
in rose aromatic compositions. It can also be used to perfume luxury soap by masking the unpleasant 
smell of synthetic components and as an excipient in the manufacturing of cosmetics. It is also mixed 
with pyrethrum to make mosquito coils. Residual sawdust, a by-product, is treated with solvents to 
produce ‘palo santo’ resin, which can be used to manufacture varnish and dark paints. 

 This wood is also appropriate for turning on the lathe. It is used to produce numerous items that 
are highly valued because of their attractive colours and the delicate aroma of the wood. Some of 
these items are walking sticks, cigar boxes, ashtrays, fine pens, vessels for drinking "mate", napkin 
rings, cigarette cases, fans, chests, candy boxes, sewing boxes, flower holders, sculpture pedestals, 
and many other regional and decorative objects. 

 The Brazilian rosewood has historically been subject to unsustainable exploitation to obtain 
linalool-rich essential oil from its timber. The essential oil is used as a fragrance ingredient in fine 
perfumes and as a fixative for perfumes. Linalool is also an used to produce several highly valuable 
compounds for the perfume and fragrance industry. Between 18 tons and 20 tons of timber are 
needed to produce one drum of essential oil (180 kg), and a tree of appropriate size weighs about 
1.75 t. 

 Close to 13,000 tons of rosewood essential oil were exported between 1937 and 2002, but the 
1990s witnessed a dramatic decrease in the production of this commodity. In 1994, Brazil produced 
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only 59 tons of essential oil. The main importing countries of the product from the State of 
Amazonas at the time were the United States, France, Spain, the Netherlands and the United 
Kingdom. In the markets of Manaus, a litre of essential oil reached the selling price of USD 80.00. 
The drop in supply was due to several reasons, including decades of unsustainable harvests. 

 The CITES member States have also removed the controls for lipsticks and other products 
containing candelilla (Euphorbia antisyphilitica). These products are traded in enormous quantities 
through a complex supply chain.

 Before the end of the day, the Conference started discussions on trade rules for animals. The 
proposal to relax controls on American bobcat (L. rufus) was defeated after a vote took place at 
the end of the afternoon session in Committee I. On the agenda for tomorrow are polar bears and 
the bluefin tuna. 

Note to journalists: For more information, contact Juan Carlos Vasquez at +974-4175621 or 
+974-5692804 (cell), or juan.vasquez@cites.org
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Governments not ready for trade ban on bluefin tuna

Earlier today a proposal to ban trade in polar bears was also rejected. 

 Doha, 18 March 2010 – The triennial general assembly of the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) reached a climax today when 
governments rejected by vote trade bans for polar bears and bluefin tuna. 

 This morning the polar bear proposal was rejected by a majority of Governments, led by Canada 
(62 votes against, 48 in favour, 11 abstentions). They recognized the traditional knowledge of 
indigenous peoples living in the harsh conditions of the Arctic sea and the role of polar bears in their 
culture and economy. “We do not have trees, we do not have plants to cultivate, we only have the 
polar bears”, said a representative of the Inuvialuit hunters present at the meeting. They were not 
convinced about the conservation benefits of banning trade in these species already included in 
CITES Appendix II. 

Polar bears exist entirely in the circumpolar Arctic sea ice environment within five range States: 
Canada, Denmark (Greenland), Norway, Russian Federation, and the United States. According to 
the defeated proposal, the combined threats of the decrease in polar bear habitat – sea ice – and 
other potential threats, including utilization and trade, disease or predation, contaminants, might 
endanger the species. The proposal sought to ensure that primarily commercial trade does not 
compound the threats posed to the species by loss of habitat. 

 In the afternoon, the main course of the CITES Conference was on the table. Monaco introduced 
its proposal to ban trade in bluefin tuna, followed immediately by the European Union which 
suggested an amendment to delay the entry into force of the ban until May 2011. Japan, Canada and 
several members States of the Arab league opposed the proposal arguing that regional fisheries 
management organisations (RFMOs) as ICCAT were best placed to tackle the decline of bluefin tuna 
stocks. They added that an Appendix I listing would not stop the fishing of the species. After a 
passionate but relatively short debate, the representative of Libya requested to close the deliberations 
and go for a vote. Iceland called for a secret ballot. The amendment introduced by the European 
Union and Monaco’s proposal were defeated (20 votes in favour, 68 against, 30 abstentions) in the 
middle of much confusion about the voting procedures and mixed feelings of satisfaction and 
frustration from participants.  

 During a press conference at the end of the day, the head of the Japanese delegation,  
Mr Masanori Miyahara, Ambassador Patrick Van Klaveren from Monaco and Mohamed Saeed Al-
Mohannadi from Qatar recognized that the bluefin tuna stocks are depleted and jointly declared that 
now is time for ICCAT to be effective. The Secretary-General of CITES, Mr Willem Wijnstekers, offered 
to cooperate to ensure compliance without delay of the required conservation measures. 

Note to journalists: For more information, contact Juan Carlos Vasquez at +974-4175621 or 
+974-5692804 (cell), or juan.vasquez@cites.org
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More terrestrial fauna placed under CITES

Proposal to regulate trade in red and pink corals
widely used in jewellery defeated again 

 Doha, 21 March 2010 – A two-week meeting of the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) decided by consensus today to include 
several reptiles and amphibians from Central America and the Islamic Republic of Iran in its lists.  

 Governments did not have any objection to regulating trade in a Guatemalan Spiny-tailed 
iguana (Ctenosaura palearis) and other three species of iguanas native to central and south-
eastern Mexico, the Yucatan Peninsula and Central America. These iguanas are mainly vegetarian, 
but occasionally feed on insects (ants, wasps and beetles), and are known to be in demand for the 
international exotic pet trade, mainly in Europe and the United States.  

 The CITES summit also adopted measures to protect a whole genus of tree frogs from Central 
and South America that is under pressure owing to habitat degradation and loss, and to the fungal 
disease chytridiomycosis. Some of these frogs are subject to international trade. 

 Continuing in the same trend for terrestrial species, a salamander endemic to the Islamic 
Republic of Iran was also listed by consensus in Appendix I, which means that international 
commercial trade is prohibited. The Kaiser’s newt (Neurergus kaiseri) is protected in its range State 
and the main concern is the demand for this species on the international market. Individuals 
caught in the wild are being illegally exported and find their way into the pet trade for use in 
aquaria.

 Towards the end of the afternoon, the agenda turned again to marine species to consider a 
proposal submitted by the United States to control trade in 31 species of red and pink precious 
corals (Appendix II). Three years after a similar proposal was rejected at the Hague meeting, 
delegates have defeated for the second time (with 64 votes in favour, 59 against and 
10 abstentions) the attempt to list some additional precious corals in CITES (black corals are 
already protected by CITES).

 The family Coralliidae includes over 30 pink and red coral species, the most commercially 
valuable precious corals. These species have been fished for millennia, and millions of items are 
traded internationally each year. According to the proposal of the United States, the greatest risk to 
populations of Coralliidae is fishing to supply international trade, with landings that have declining by 
60-80 % since the 1980s, and reductions in the size structure of populations in fished areas 
equivalent to a loss of 80-90 % of the reproductive modules (polyps). International demand has 
contributed to serial depletions of most known populations of pink and red corals, and newly-
discovered stocks have been rapidly exhausted.  
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 In early December 2009, an FAO Expert Panel concluded that the available evidence did not 
support the proposal to include all species in the family Coralliidae (Corallium spp. and 
Paracorallium spp.) in CITES Appendix II. 

 The Panel considered that populations representing a large proportion of the abundance of the 
seven species [Corallium rubrum, C. japonicum, C. secondum, C. elatius, C. konojoi, Corallium sp. 
nov., C. lauuense (C. regale)] globally did not meet the biological criteria for listing in Appendix II. 

 Lack of sufficient scientific evidence and the impact on the livelihoods of costal local populations 
depending on corals were the main arguments advanced by the opponents to this proposal. Coming 
tomorrow, elephant conservation and ivory sales.  

Note to journalists: For more information, contact Juan Carlos Vasquez at +974-4175621 or 
+974-5692804 (cell), or juan.vasquez@cites.org
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Porbeagle by-catched by CITES 

Proposal to regulate trade in red and pink corals
widely used in jewellery defeated again 

 Doha, 23 March 2010 – A two-week meeting of the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) decided by consensus today to include 
several reptiles and amphibians from Central America and the Islamic Republic of Iran in its lists.  

 Governments did not have any objection to regulating trade in a Guatemalan Spiny-tailed 
iguana (Ctenosaura palearis) and other three species of iguanas native to central and south-
eastern Mexico, the Yucatan Peninsula and Central America. These iguanas are mainly vegetarian, 
but occasionally feed on insects (ants, wasps and beetles), and are known to be in demand for the 
international exotic pet trade, mainly in Europe and the United States.  

 The CITES summit also adopted measures to protect a whole genus of tree frogs from Central 
and South America that is under pressure owing to habitat degradation and loss, and to the fungal 
disease chytridiomycosis. Some of these frogs are subject to international trade. 

 Continuing in the same trend for terrestrial species, a salamander endemic to the Islamic 
Republic of Iran was also listed by consensus in Appendix I, which means that international 
commercial trade is prohibited. The Kaiser’s newt (Neurergus kaiseri) is protected in its range State 
and the main concern is the demand for this species on the international market. Individuals 
caught in the wild are being illegally exported and find their way into the pet trade for use in 
aquaria.

 Towards the end of the afternoon, the agenda turned again to marine species to consider a 
proposal submitted by the United States to control trade in 31 species of red and pink precious 
corals (Appendix II). Three years after a similar proposal was rejected at the Hague meeting, 
delegates have defeated for the second time (with 64 votes in favour, 59 against and 
10 abstentions) the attempt to list some additional precious corals in CITES (black corals are 
already protected by CITES).

 The family Coralliidae includes over 30 pink and red coral species, the most commercially 
valuable precious corals. These species have been fished for millennia, and millions of items are 
traded internationally each year. According to the proposal of the United States, the greatest risk to 
populations of Coralliidae is fishing to supply international trade, with landings that have declining by 
60-80 % since the 1980s, and reductions in the size structure of populations in fished areas 
equivalent to a loss of 80-90 % of the reproductive modules (polyps). International demand has 
contributed to serial depletions of most known populations of pink and red corals, and newly-
discovered stocks have been rapidly exhausted.  
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 In early December 2009, an FAO Expert Panel concluded that the available evidence did not 
support the proposal to include all species in the family Coralliidae (Corallium spp. and 
Paracorallium spp.) in CITES Appendix II. 

 The Panel considered that populations representing a large proportion of the abundance of the 
seven species [Corallium rubrum, C. japonicum, C. secondum, C. elatius, C. konojoi, Corallium sp. 
nov., C. lauuense (C. regale)] globally did not meet the biological criteria for listing in Appendix II. 

 Lack of sufficient scientific evidence and the impact on the livelihoods of costal local populations 
depending on corals were the main arguments advanced by the opponents to this proposal. Coming 
tomorrow, elephant conservation and ivory sales.  

Note to journalists: For more information, contact Juan Carlos Vasquez at +974-4175621 or 
+974-5692804 (cell), or juan.vasquez@cites.org
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Bringing an organized response to organized wildlife crime 

 Doha, 24 March 2010 – Illegal trade in elephant ivory, precious timber, caviar, rare plants, rhinoceros 
horn and tiger skins and bones has been the subject of discussion by enforcement experts from Interpol, 
Customs and governments attending the triennial general assembly of the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). The illegal wildlife trade that take place 
around the world is often highly organized and sophisticated and can involve criminal gangs, armed with 
automatic weapons, who don’t hesitate to murder the wardens, game scouts or forest guards whose daily 
job it is to protect our planet’s natural resources. 

 “In the past, all too often, the response to such criminals has not been equally organized or 
sophisticated”, said Willem Wijnstekers, Secretary-General of the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). He was speaking as the 175 Parties to CITES meet in 
Doha, Qatar, for their 15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties. “We are determined that there will be 
a level playing field and that a new era of wildlife law enforcement is introduced. An era where those who 
rob countries and communities of their natural resources will face a determined and formidable opposition. 
It is high time that more wildlife criminals end up behind bars, where they belong,” he added. 

 Aiming to introduce this era is the recently-formed International Consortium on Combating Wildlife 
Crime (ICCWC). Made up of the CITES Secretariat, INTERPOL, the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime, the World Bank and the World Customs Organization, the Consortium is engaging in a number of 
joint activities to bring wildlife criminals to justice. These include: a manual to help gather more intelligence 
when smugglers are arrested; threat assessment tools intended to help countries design their response to 
wildlife crime; specialized advice on dealing with money-laundering and asset recovery; guidance on the 
international exchange of information between enforcement agencies; and efforts to raise funds for national 
capacity-building.

 With as few as 3,200 tigers left in the wild, with significant incidents of elephant ivory smuggling being 
noted, and with an increasing demand for rhinoceros horn in parts of Asia (where criminals claim it can cure 
cancer), a higher priority for wildlife law enforcement has never been more needed.

 The CITES Secretariat continues to use its Alert system to provide risk-assessment, targeting and 
profiling intelligence to countries around the world. Since the last Conference of the Parties, alerts have 
been issued on such subjects as illegal trade in caviar, falcons and great apes, and smuggling techniques 
involving postal and courier services. The CITES Alerts are widely used to help Customs and other border 
control agencies intercept shipments of illegally-harvested wildlife being moved from one continent to 
another.

Note to journalists: The CITES Secretariat is organizing a 12h30 press briefing today in the Al Maha room 
where John M. Sellar, Chief of Enforcement in the Secretariat will be joined by Ms Shennie Patel of the 
United States Department of Justice. 

For more information, contact Juan Carlos Vasquez at +974-4175621 or +974-5692804 (cell), or 
juan.vasquez@cites.org
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CITES conference ends without new sharks in its net 

 Doha, 25 March 2010 –An intense two-week meeting of the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) closed here today without agreeing on new trade 
measures to protect marine species. Over 150 Governments voting at the meeting adopted, however, 
decisions to strengthen wildlife management for several reptiles, combat illegal trafficking in tigers and 
rhinos and update the trade rules for a wide range of plant and animal species. 

The Doha conference is an important step in the long journey for the conservation of commercial marine 
species. The quality of the debate and the simple majority reached by three sharks and the red and pink 
coral proposals sends a strong signal to the international community on the urgent need to stop 
overexploitation. The results do not reflect well the real impact of this meeting, which will be only seen and 
understood when other international regimes discuss the fate of bluefin tuna and sharks in the coming 
months," said Secretary-General Willem Wijnstekers of CITES, whose secretariat is administered by the UN 
Environment Programme. 

CITES will be closely watching the progress made on the adoption of conservation measures to protect 
marine species in other fora. To say that the Conference was a disaster is simply an exaggeration. I am 
convinced that governments, NGOs and businesses have learnt a good lesson: the solutions to conserve the 
earth's rich heritage of biological diversity cannot be incompatible with the sustainable development of local 
communities and national economies," he said.  

Four proposals to include sharks in CITES Appendix II were rejected. The scalloped hammerhead, Oceanic 
whitetip, porbeagle and spiny dogfish - four fish species of great commercial value - were not added to 
CITES and can therefore continue to be traded without CITES permits. 

In recent years CITES has started to list commercially valuable fish species such as sturgeon, seahorses, and 
the basking and whale sharks. The rejection of more listings this week reflects a transitional process to 
adjust existing regimes managing depleted fishery stocks towards something more robust and coherent," 
said Mr. Wijnstekers. 

CITES trade controls would enter into force in 90 days for The holywood (Bulnesia sarmientoi), Brazilian 
rosewood (Aniba rosaeodora), several plants from Madagascar, some lizards and frogs from Central 
America, a salamander from Iran and other animals and plants. 

Last week the polar bear proposal was rejected by a majority of Governments, led by Canada. They 
recognized insufficient scientific evidence to support an Appendix I listing and the role of polar bears in the 
culture and economy of indigenous people living in the harsh conditions of the Arctic sea. 

The African elephant was the subject of extensive debate. Requests by Tanzania and Zambia for downlisting 
their elephants populations to the Appendix II were also rejected. A Kenyan proposal for a 20-year 
moratorium was withdrawn.  

The Mexican population of Crocodylus moreletti was transferred from Appendix I to Appendix II with a zero 
quota for wild specimens. The Egyptian population of the Nile crocodile was similarly downlisted. 
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Decisions that will promote the practical implementation of the Convention were taken on synergies with 
other Biodiversity-related Conventions, livelihoods of the rural poor, effective wildlife trade policies and a 6% 
increase in the core budget.  

The 15th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention was held from 13 - 25 March. It was 
attended by some 1,200 participants from 150 governments and numerous observer organizations. COP16 
will be held in 2013 in Thailand. 

  

Note to journalists: All the results on the 42 proposals can be seen here. For more information, contact 
Juan Carlos Vasquez at +974-4175621 or +974-5692804 (cell), or juan.vasquez@cites.org 

























Protecting sharks (or not) by a margin of error

Natasha Loder

Mar 24th 2010, 16:52 by NL | DOHA 

I'm at a meeting for the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species (http://www.cites.org/), where government delegates are voting on 
whether to protect endangered species from excessive international trade. 
These happen every two or three years. In the good old days, delegates' 
votes were collected on little pieces of paper and counted. It was time-
consuming, as delegates might be called upon to vote on many issues a day 
for a two-week meeting. Technology, thankfully, has intervened, in the form 
of a nifty electronic voting system. Each member country inserts its voting 
card into the machine and presses "2" for yes, "3" for no and "4" to abstain. 
In thirty seconds the job is done. 

What could be simpler?

A lot, it seems. This year, about 137 countries are represented. Yesterday, 
during a vote on protection for a shark called the porbeagle (Lamna nasus) 
the electronic voting system seized up, and two nations complained the 
voting machine had just "flashed red". So the chair ordered the technicians 
to reset the system. Before a new vote on the porbeagle, a test was 
ordered. "Could everyone please vote 'Yes' now?" he said. After thirty 
seconds the chair said he had received votes from everyone in the room, 
and that the system was working. He then observed dryly that of the 137 
nations that had been supposed to vote 'Yes', seven had voted 'No' and two 
had voted to abstain.

The technology may work perfectly. Humans, it appears, do not. But the 
imperfect "Yes" vote gave us some idea of the error level with the voting 
system at these meetings. When a species such as the hammerhead shark 
(Sphyrna lewini) fails to by a handful of votes to reach protection from 
trade, might this be down to fumble fingers?

Today another test was conducted and this time the delegates did a little 
better. They were asked to answer a question. "Is Doha the capital of 
Qatar?" asked the chair. All nations except Cameroon, Croatia and China 



managed to vote "Yes". One voted "No", and two abstained. The slightly 
frustrated chair decided a third test was necessary, and everyone was just 
ordered to vote "Yes". This time Nigeria and Azerbaijan managed to abstain. 
After some kerfuffle a technician confirmed that both countries had simply 
pressed the wrong button.

The lesson from all this is that electronic voting systems can only be as 
accurate as the humans that operate them. Often, at two-week international 
conferences, these humans are bored, full or hung over. That means it is 
important to have a good idea of the voting error, which may need to be 
tested on several occasions . If one cannot design an idiot-proof system, 
then counting the number of idiots using the system is surely the next best 
thing.

(The photograph of a rather unprotected porbeagle is from pfig
(http://www.flickr.com/photos/pfig/378602623/) on Flickr.)

(http://www.economist.com/comment/503395#comment-
503395)(http://www.economist.com/comment/503675#comment-503675)
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