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Ministry of Environment and Forests
(Wildlife Division)
Paryavaran Bhawan
CGO Complex, Lodhi Road
New Delhi-110003

F. No. 4-29/2010/WL- I Dated: 16" May 2011

Mt. Mohammad Pourkazemi
International Sturgeon Research Institute
P.O. Box 41635-3464

RASHT

Iran (Islamic Republic of)

Sub: Submission of information for the 25" meeting of the Animals Committee of
CITES.

Sir,

Reference is invited to the notification no. 2010/027 dated 24™ August 2010 on the above

subject, inviting the parties to submit documents for discussion at the 25" meeting of the Animal
Committee. As per the notification, India’s position on the identified subject matters is as under:

1. Sharks:

India’s report on trade: In India, Elasmobranchs are mainly caught as by-catch by different fishing
and trawling gear and India occupies the third position among Asian countries in Elasmobranch
landings. The Management of shark fisheries in India is moving up steadily, and now includes
collection of accurate data on catch, species composition, biological parameters, and species
identification, etc. However, there has been an increasing demand for shark fins that have become
one of the world’s most precious commodities, both for international as well as domestic clientele.
Apart from this, growing trade in shark products like fins, liver oil, cartilage, skin and shark curios
such as jaws and teeth, has also played a significant role in increased shatk harvests. The annual
production trend of Elasmobranchs over the last ten year period indicates that the landing had
declined from 64,826 tons in 1999 to 52,777 tons in 2009. The details of estimated landings (in
tonnes) of Elasmobranchs in India during 1999-2009 are given in ANNEXURE - I.

Most of the Indian shark fin exports are traditionally directed to Hong Kong and
Singapore. Recently, new markets have emerged such as the UK, USA, Malaysia, Germany and
Taiwan Province of China. However, worldwide awareness programmes have helped us to
suspend India’s export of shark. An analysis of the export data of shark products from India
during the 10 year period (1999-2000 to 2009-10) indicates that there has been a decline in the
quantity exported (from 960 t in 1999-2000 to 319 t in 2009-2010) (ANNEXURE-II).
However, value-wise, there is considerable increase from Rs. 1,180 lakhs (US $ 2.74 million) in
1999-2000 to Rs. 7,350 lakhs (US § 15.5 million) in 2009-2010, and could be attributed to the rise
in price of the shark fin products owing to the heavy demand.
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India’s report on implementation of National Plans of Actions for sharks or regional plans
and other available relevant data and information on the species:

The International Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks (IPOA—
Sharks) was initiated about a decade back, and several countries have developed National Plan of
Action for Sharks (NPOA—Sharks). The Government of India is implementing a Centrally
Sponsored Scheme titled ‘Integtated Development of Wildlife Habitats’ wherein technical and
financial assistance is provided to all the State Governments for better protection and conservation
of wildlife and their habitats, both within designated Protected Areas as well as those outside the
Protected Areas. The Scheme also covers species/habitat specific conservation initiatives which also
include protection to marine and fresh water habitats. In addition to this, the Government of India
is implementing the National Wildlife Action Plan (2002-2016) and National Biodiversity Action
Plan as per the requirements of the Convention on Biological Diversity. Both these Action plans
also cover all the protection and conservation measures for marine species including sharks.

Apart from the above, ten out of the known 50-60 shark species found in India, have been
listed in the Schedule - I of Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 of the country, viz, Rhincodon typus
(Whale Shark), Anoxypristis cuspidate (Knife tooth sawfish), Carcharhinus hemidon (Pondicherry shark),
Ghphis  gangetions (Ganges Shark), Ghphis ghphis, Himantura fluvialis (Gangatic Stringray), Pristis
microdon (Large tooth Saw fish), Pristis zisron (Natrow snout saw fish), Rbynchobatus djiddensis (Guitar
Fish) and Urggwmus asperrimus (Porcupine Ray) thereby according them the highest degree of
protection. The collection and trade of these species is totally prohibited under the present law in
India. Further, the Indian shark species Pristis gzjsron is also listed in Appendix-I and that of
Rhincodon typus and Pristis microdon are listed in Appendix-II of the CITES.

It is also to mention that the Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, a Scientific
Management Authority in India, has been facilitating the reporting of specific landings as well as
biological data, of the species as also training in species identification to biologists as well as
technical staff engaged in collection of fishery data. Further for establishment of abundance indices,
stock studies of different shark species are also planned. Recently, India has appointed Sub-focal
scientific authority under the Scientific Authority of Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, to
frame a plan for conservation of Sharks.

2. Sturgeons

India position: Not applicable as these species are not found in India.

Yours faithfully,
)

}i J\-S

Prakriti Srivastava)

Deputy Inspector General (WL)

Telefax: 011-24360704

E.mail: digwl-mef(@nic.in

Encl: As above
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Copy to:

1. Mr Carlos Ibero Solana, ATECMA , Isla de la Toja, 2, Esc. lzda., 3°A,  E-28400
VILLALBA (MADRID), Spain

2. Mr Suharsono, Pusat Penelitian Oseanografi Lipi, Jl. Pasit Putih I Ancol Timur, Jakarta
Utara, JAKARTA 11048, Indonesia

3. Mr Nobuo Ishii, College of Arts and Sciences, Tokyo Woman's Christian University,
Zempukuji 2-6-1, Suginami-ku, Tokyo 167-8585, Japan

4. Mr Choo-Hoo Giam, 78 Jalan Haji Alias, Singapore 268559, Singapore

F\L»:Aﬂ»v_a

(Prakriti Srivastava)
Deputy Inspector General (WL)
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ANNEXURE - I

ESTIMATED LANDINGS (IN TONNES) OF ELASMOBRANCHS IN
INDIA DURING 1999-2009

(Source : CMFRI)

Skates Rays | Total Elasmobranches
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