CITES Legislative Timetable agreed between [                         ] and the CITES Secretariat
[DRAFT] 
The legal form of enactment will be [legislative] [regulatory] in nature.

It is designed to meet all four basic requirements for CITES legislation: 

i)
designation of CITES authorities (legal designation, powers and responsibilities, relationships with other agencies);

ii)
prohibition of trade in violation of the Convention (coverage of all CITES species and provision for regular amendment, coverage of all specimens and types of trade, permit/certificate scheme);

iii)
penalization of illegal trade (clear offences, adequate and appropriate penalties); and 

iv)
power to confiscate specimens illegally traded or possessed.

The schedule for preparing draft legislation, undertake consultations and revisions of the draft as well as legislative and administrative steps and the time-frame for adoption of the legislation and the corresponding outputs is as follows:
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	Agencies to be engaged
	Deadline
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Signature of the Management Authority (MA): 
Date:

Signature on behalf of the Ministry designating the MA:

Date:
Signature on behalf of the CITES Secretariat:
Date: 

GUIDANCE

The schedule for transmittal of draft legislation to the Secretariat for comments, legislative and administrative steps could include the following steps depending where the Party is in the process at the sign of signature.

EXAMPLES of actions (processes and procedures vary from country and may include different steps)
	Legal analysis of existing legislation

	Initial draft law/regulations

	Initial consultation 

	Revised draft legislation

	Broad stakeholder consultations

	Submission to CITES Secretariat for comments

	Finalization of draft

	Submission to Cabinet

	Final preparation of legislation for submission to Parliament

	Consideration and passing by Parliament

	Signature and gazetting


Agencies to be engaged could include:
· Natural resources agencies (forestry, fisheries etc.)

· Enforcement authorities (customs, police, inspection agencies)

· Scientific authorities

Broader consultation could involve also: 
· local communities, 
· private sector 
· academia 
· special interest groups

Deadlines should reflect the need for swift and sustained action and be realistic.
Outputs include inter alia:

· The initial draft, revised drafts and final draft of the legislative texts

· Summary records of meeting(s)
· Transmittal documents (consultation, to Cabinet etc.)

· Final laws and regulations published in the official Gazette

The legislative timetable should be submitted to the Secretariat by e-mail (sofie.flensborg@cites.org) for agreement and signature by the Secretary-General. In case of doubts, a draft plan may be submitted informally.
