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ABSTRACT: International conventions dictate reliable identification of various reptile species that are sub-
ject to intensive trade targeting and habitat destruction. As a rule, tortoises with a minimal plastron length 
of 100 mm are fitted with a microchip transponder. The development of new generations of transponders, 
however, may offer the possibility to identify smaller individuals. This study evaluated the use of microchip 
transponders in juvenile Hermann’s tortoises, Testudo hermanni, by using two groups of 30 captive-bred 
tortoises. Microchip transponders were implanted in the first group of tortoises, and the second group 
served as a control group. During a 10 month observation period, including 2 months of hibernation, both 
groups were evaluated for short- as well as mid-term effects of microchip implantation, and readability of 
the microchips was checked twice a week. Body weight and plastron length were determined twice a week 
to compare growth and weight curves between both groups. Radiographs were obtained from all animals 
immediately after microchip implantation, 4 wk later, and at the end of the observation period. In addition, 
applicability and readability of the marking method were evaluated in 130 tortoises (family Testudinidae) 
and 73 turtles (family Emydidae) with a plastron length exceeding 100 mm. Besides overall uncomplicated 
application and excellent readability, our results provide a solid basis for the assumption that the use of 
microchip transponders does not result in negative behavioral or physical effects and that they are safe to 
use in juvenile Hermann’s tortoises, allowing at least mid-term identification of tagged individuals.
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INTRODUCTION

Microchip transponders for individual recognition are cur-
rently used in many organisms, including captive and wild 
animals. Next to permanent, reliable, and unique identifica-
tion of tagged individuals, the absence of short- as well as 
long-term adverse effects on fitness, general behavior, and 
other biological traits are majors concerns toward the use 
of such an identification method in a certain animal species 
(Gibbons and Andrews, 2004). A wide variety of transpon-
ders are available, and some are small enough to be fitted in 
relatively small animal species. This is illustrated by the suc-
cessful and safe use of small-sized microchip transponders 
in passerines, small mammal and fish species, amphibians, 
and even invertebrates in an growing number of studies 
(Pengilly and Watson, 1994; Ott and Scott, 1999; Perret and 
Joly, 2002; Gibbons and Andrews, 2004; Schroeder et al., 
2011; Pasmans et al., 2012). Studies evaluating microchip 
transponders in juvenile or small reptile species, however, 
are lacking.

International trade in all tortoise species is regulated by 
the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of wild fauna and flora. These regulations dictate 
that live annex A-listed vertebrate species should be identi-
fied with a unique and unalterable marking method. As a 
rule, tortoises with a minimal plastron length of 100 mm are 
fitted with a microchip transponder. These microchips have 
to be compliant to International Organization for Stan-
dardization (ISO) standards 11784 or 11785. ISO compli-
ance ensures safety, reliability, and quality of the microchips 
as well as consistency in their use. The latter ISO compliant 
microchips are presumed too large to be safely fitted in tor-
toises with a plastron length <100 mm (Knapp and Affre, 
2007). A valid and safe alternative method for the marking 
of such juvenile tortoises is thus neither available, nor 
required based on regulations of the European Commis-
sion. Consequently, illegal trade of various tortoise species 
is likely to persist, resulting in a continuing decline of popu-
lations in the wild.

This study evaluated the short- and mid-term effects of 
equipping juvenile Hermann’s tortoises, Testudo hermanni, 
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with a plastron length <100 mm with the smallest available 
ISO-compliant microchip transponders. The marked tor-
toises were monitored for any negative behavioral or physi-
cal effects during a 10 month observation period. The tested 
marking method was assessed toward applicability, read-
ability, and sustainability in the juvenile tortoises. Applica-
bility and readability of the marking method were also 
evaluated in 130 tortoises and 73 turtles with a plastron 
length >100 mm.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Sixty captive bred, approximately 3-mo-old Hermann’s tor-
toises were used in this study. All tortoises were clinically 
healthy and showed an average body weight of 35 ± 5 g and 
average plastron length of 46 ± 2 mm at the start of the trial. 
All tortoises were assigned a number that was painted on 
the carapace of each animal by using nail polish. This proce-
dure allowed easy identification of the individuals of the 
control group as well as the marked tortoises if identifica-
tion using the microchip transponders would fail. The 
experiment was performed with the approval of the Ethical 
Committee of the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Ghent 
University, Merelbeke, Belgium.

Six groups of 10 tortoises each were housed in a room 
where the temperature was maintained at 28°C (82°F) 
during the day and 20°C (68°F) during the night. A 12 h 
photoperiod was given with a self-ballasted 160-W bulb 
(Powersun®, Zoo Med Europa, Ekeren, Belgium) installed 
above each enclosure, creating a local hot spot and pro-
viding the necessary ultraviolet light. The animals were 
offered daily vitamin- and mineral-supplemented vegetables 
(Reptivite™, Zoo Med Europa). Drinking water was offered 
daily in shallow dishes, and the enclosures were sprayed 
with water three times a week. During a 2 wk period before 

implanting the microchip transponders, all tortoises were 
submitted to a daily health check, and the general behavior 
and appetite of the individual tortoises were rigorously 
monitored throughout this acclimatisation period and the 
entire trial.

During a 2.5 yr period, all tortoises and turtles belonging 
to private collections that were presented at the Faculty of 
Veterinary Medicine (Ghent University) to be fitted with a 
microchip transponder were included in this study to assess 
the applicability and readability of the evaluated marking 
method.

After local disinfection of the insertion site with ethanol, 
microchip transponders (1.4 mm × 9 mm, ISO standard 
11784, Planet ID GmbH, Essen, Germany) were subcutane-
ously inserted into the left inguinal region in each tortoise 
and turtle included in this study (Fig. 1). First, the left hind 
limb was stretched caudally, and a skin fold that runs cra-
nial to the hind leg from the knee toward the carapace was 
located. The needle tip was inserted distally in this skin fold 
with the bevel directed upward and advanced subcutane-
ously while aiming toward the carapace and ensuring the 
subcutaneous position of the needle. The microchip was 
injected when the needle tip reached the proximal third of 
the inguinal region, ventral to the carapace. The insertion 
wound was sealed using tissue glue (Vetbond™, 3M Animal 
Care Products, St. Paul, MN). Immediately after implanta-
tion, the microchip transponders were read using a Back 
Home I MAX reader (Virbac Animal Health, Barneveld, 
The Netherlands), and then each animal was evaluated for 
signs of general distress and acute complications such as 
hemorrhage. In addition, the three groups of marked juve-
nile Hermann’s tortoises were submitted for radiographs to 
determine the precise anatomical localization of the inserted 
microchip.

Figure 1. Subcutaneous implantation of a microchip transponder at the inguinal region in a juvenile Hermann’s tortoise, 
Testudo hermanni.
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Following microchip transponder insertion, all tortoises 
were observed twice daily for negative behavioral or physi-
cal effects of microchip insertion during a 10 month obser-
vation period. More specifically, wound healing, appetite, 
locomotion, fitness, and behavior (i.e., basking, sleeping, 
moving, feeding) were evaluated daily for each tortoise. 
Except for a 2 month hibernation period, starting at week 9, 
all tortoises’ weights and plastron lengths were determined 
twice a week. Microchip transponders were also read in all 
of the tortoises during these examination periods.

Radiographs were repeated in the tagged and nontagged 
animals at the end of the fourth week and again at the end 
of the trial. Radiographic evaluation allowed the detection 
of gross pathological changes at the insertion site, possible 
migration or loss of the microchip transponders, and assess-
ment of skeletal mineralization in each tortoise.

Prior to the start of the hibernation period, the environ-
mental temperature and photoperiod were decreased gradu-
ally during a 2 wk period. Simultaneously, the animals were 
deprived of food and were bathed in lukewarm water every 
2 days to stimulate defecation. During hibernation the envi-
ronmental temperature was maintained at 5–8°C (41–46°F). 
After hibernation, the photoperiod and temperature were 
increased gradually, water was offered immediately, and 
food was offered after a few days.

To determine if the insertion of microchip transponders 
affected the physiology of the juvenile tortoises, the gain in 
body weight and plastron length were measured and com-
pared between tagged and non-tagged tortoises. Both were 
calculated by subtracting the baseline measurements from 

the final measurements. An independent samples T-test was 
used to makes these comparisons. A P < 0.05 was used to 
determine statistical significance. SPSS 19.0 (IBM, Brussels, 
Belgium) was used to analyze the data. 

RESULTS

There was no significant difference in the net body weight 
(P = 0.562) or plastron length gain (P = 0.305 ) between 
tagged and non-tagged tortoises, suggesting that microchip 
transponders do not impact growth and are a suitable iden-
tification method for the unique marking of Testudo her-
manni with a plastron length ≥ 45 mm. Minor hemorrhage 
was observed immediately after insertion of microchip tran-
sponders in two (6.7%) of 30 tortoises; however, applying 
gentle pressure to the insertion site was sufficient to stem the 
bleeding in both cases. No signs of general distress or acute 
negative physical effects were encountered during or imme-
diately after microchip insertion.

In all marked tortoises, microchips could be easily read 
during the entire observation period. Based on the consecu-
tive series of radiographs, migration of the inserted micro-
chip transponder could not be observed in any of the tagged 
tortoises during the 10 month observation period. In addi-
tion, radiographs did not reveal any gross pathological 
changes at the insertion site, and no obvious differences in 
skeletal mineralization could be noted when marked and 
unmarked tortoises were compared.

Implantation of microchip transponders did not interfere 
with normal locomotion in any of the marked tortoises. 

Figure 2. Plastron length of two groups of juvenile Testudo hermanni either tagged (♦) or nontagged (□) with a microchip 
transponder. Each group consisted of 28–30 tortoises, and plastron length is expressed as average ± SD for both groups.
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Figure 3. Body weight of two groups of juvenile Testudo hermanni either tagged (♦) or nontagged (□) with a microchip transpon-
der. Each group consisted of 28–30 tortoises, and body weight is expressed as average ± SD for both groups.

Although not quantitatively assessed, there seemed to be no 
discernible difference in overall fitness, and activity budgets 
were highly similar when marked and unmarked groups of 
tortoises were compared. A comparable gain in body weight 
and growth was noted in all groups of tortoises throughout 
the observation period. The latter is reflected by the absence 
of any discrepancies between the established weight and 
growth curves of the marked and unmarked tortoises 
(Figs. 2–3).

Although the daily health checks did not reveal any clini-
cal abnormalities before hibernation, two unmarked and 
one marked tortoise did not survive the 2 month resting 
period. One week after the hibernation, an additional tagged 
tortoise succumbed after showing anorexia and apathy. 
During necropsy of the deceased tortoises, no pathological 
changes could be observed at the insertion site of the micro-
chip transponders. Incomplete intestinal emptying was 
assigned as the presumptive cause of death. In general, no 
negative effects related to microchip implantation could be 
observed resulting from hibernation, a period that is consid-
ered a physiological stress. All remaining tortoises showed 
increasing activity patterns as the environmental tempera-
ture and photoperiod were increased, and feeding behavior 
was restored within a few days, on average, after ceasing 
hibernation.

A total of 130 privately owned, clinically healthy tortoises 
and 73 turtles (Table 1) were tagged with a microchip tran-
sponder during a 2.5  yr period. Occasional but minor 

Table 1. Number of testudinids with a plastron length >100 
mm that where fitted with an ISO-compliant microchip tran-
sponder during a 2.5 yr period.

     Family No. tagged

Emydidae

 Trachemys scripta  53

 Pseudemys nelsoni   6

 Graptemys geographica   3

 Chrysemys picta   9

 Terrapene carolina   2

Testudinidae

 Testudo hermanni 109

 Testudo marginata   6

 Testudo graeca   9

 Malacochersus tornieri   6

hemorrhage was observed in <5% of both the tortoises and 
turtles that were fitted with a microchip transponder. In all 
these cases, exercising gentle pressure was sufficient to stem 
the bleeding. Acute negative side effects were not observed 
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in any of the study subjects following microchip implanta-
tion. Excellent readability was observed in all tagged ani-
mals, including large turtles and tortoises.

DISCUSSION

Although the length of the observation period in this 
study was relatively short in comparison with the typical life 
span of healthy Testudo species, our results show that sub-
cutaneous implantation of microchip transponders does not 
result in adverse effects and that the use of this identification 
method is not contraindicated in juvenile Hermann’s 
tortoises with a plastron length of ≥45 mm.

A consistent but relatively slow growth rate was observed 
in the tortoises, as is typical for growing, juvenile T. her-
manni (Stubbs and Swingland, 1985; Willemsen and Hailey, 
2001). The established weight and length curves, however, 
are sufficient to assess the possible negative effects of micro-
chip implantation.

The tested marking method does not affect fitness, behav-
ior, or survivorship and does not result in significant behav-
ioral and physical discrepancies when marked and unmarked 
tortoises were compared. The use of unique and easily 
readable ISO compliant microchip transponders resulted in 
unambiguous identification of the tagged individuals at 
least for the duration of the observation period, and in our 
opinion, long-term identification using this marking method 
may be presumed.

This study is, as far as the authors’ know, the most exten-
sive one to examine the consequences of equipping juvenile 
Hermann’s tortoises with ISO-compliant microchip tran-
sponders. Recently, a similar project was conducted in juve-
nile testudinid species using Nonatec™ microchips (Lutronic 
International Ltd., Rodange, Luxembourg) (Quest et al., 
2012). While the Nonatec™ is currently the smallest avail-
able microchip and is routinely used in laboratory animals, 
this type of microchip is not ISO compliant and several 
shortfalls were encountered during the testing of its use as a 
marking method in tortoises (Quest et al., 2012). The pri-
mary shortcomings were the readability of the Nonatec™ 
microchips, which proved to be lower in comparison to ISO 
compliant microchips, and a specific reader was required 
for these microchips. Moreover, the numerical information 
carried by these microchips may be partly altered after 
insertion using software which is available from the manu-
facturer. Nevertheless, the results of the study confirmed an 
absence of negative side effects following the use of micro-
chips as an identification method in juvenile tortoises (Quest 
et al., 2012).

The results of this study provide a solid basis on which to 
assume that microchip transponders have very few negative 
effects, if any at all, on fitness, general development, and 
behavior in juvenile Hermann’s tortoises. In the juvenile 
Hermann’s tortoises, as well as the various testudinid spe-
cies with a plastron length >100 mm, easy application of the 
evaluated marking method and excellent readability of the 
microchip transponders were demonstrated. Accordingly, 
the use of this marking method is a valid and safe identifica-
tion method allowing the individual recognition of Testudo 
species with a plastron length ≥45 mm. The use of the 
described marking method could render the opportunity to 
more firmly enforce current regulations in tortoises.
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ATTACHEMENT  n°2  -  C3  
 
Controls in the Walloon, Flemish and Brussels regions made by veterinary inspectors of the Inspection Service attached to the  Animal 
Welfare and CITES service occurred generally in the context of monitoring and approval of applications for animal welfare agreements. 
Targeted CITES controls were directly asked for by the CITES management authority. 
  
Among other case by case controls, specific controls were conducted in bird of prey breeders, parrots breeders, tortoise breeders, antiques 
dealers, zoo’s in Wallonia,  wood importers and for  internet adsvertencies. The majority of species confiscated were birds of prey, reptiles 
(Testudo hermanni, T. graeca), products (ivory, wood).  
 
Number of realized CITES inspections by animal welfare and CITES Inspectors 
 
2013 (total for Wallonie and flander) 2014(total for Wallonie and 

flander) 
129  96 

 
To be noted: since 1 July 2014, the service animal welfare has been officially regionalized which  can explain the diminution of quantity  
specific CITES controls for 2014 

 
Number of infringements. 
 
Infringements. 2013 2014  
Seizures 11 

animals : tortoises, bird 
of prey, parrots 
and 147m3 tropical 
wood 

7 
Animals: tortoises, 
bird of prey  
animal parts(skulls, 
tiger claws, Tridacna 
shell) 
plants product: 
essential oil 
Nardostachys 
grandiflora-300 grs 

Reports 30 13 
Warnings  31 19 
 

Formatted: Width:  29.7 cm, Height: 
21 cm

Comment [VLM1]: Il ne faut pas 
mentionner les douanes? 

Comment [VLM2]: Vue le fait qu’on ne 
donne pas des chiffres par région, pour moi, 
il ne faut pas mettre que c’est puor la 
flandre et le wallonie, c’est évident que 
c’est pour tout le territoire belge. 



 
Some of these records have resulted in administrative fines (Article 5. Bis of the Royal Decree of 9 April 2003) (see below) set out by our 
legal department (within the Federal Public Service of Public Health, Food Chain Safety and Environment).  Once these administrative fines 
are paid by the offender, the prosecution endsed. If the fines were not paid, the file was forwarded to the public prosecutor room. 
 
The amount of administrative fines was assessed by using a weighting points system which takes into account : the seriousness of the 
offenses, nature of the offender, the value of the specimens involved , the notion of recurrence.  
 
Other records (called criminal) were directly transferred to the prosecutor of the regions where the offenses had taken place. 
 
Table of administrative fines set out for 2013 and 2014 for the Walloon and Brussels regions (FR) and for Flemish region (NL). 

 
 

 2013 2014 
Amount of  CITES 
files  

30 29 

Fines proposed  €7911 €8331 
Total amount  of 
the  paid fines 

15 (€5530) 24 (€8081) 

Total file with no 
further action   
from Public 
prosecutor 

0 3 

 
 
The most common infringements to the CITES legislation recorded: 
 

- No CITES registers (in and out) kept : infringement of article 12 (Royal Decree of 09/04/2003); 
- Absence of EC certificate for Annex A species when commercialized: infringement of Article 8.1 and 8.3 of EC Regulation 338/97 or 

no evidence that Annex B specimens were acquired in accordance with the law (Article 8: 5); 
- Utilization Use of non- invalid EC certificates (art 11.3 of EC Regulation 338/97):  
- Use of EU certificate for tortoises issued with photo-identification but without the annex with the photo-IDthe picture joined; 
- Use of transaction specific certificates (with a restriction of transaction (box 20 ticked)) used without taking into account the 

restriction; 
- Non- compliance with marking requirements (art 66 of Regulation No. 865/2006) for species included in Annex A. 
- No return to the CITES  Management Authority of documents that are no longer valid (Regulation No. 865/2006 (Article 10 § 6 and 

11); 
 
 
 
 

Comment [VLM3]: C’est quand –même 
pas correct, en Brussel il peut y avoir aussi 
des dossiers NL, non? 



 
To be noted to the seizure of 112 EC certificates for tortoises not present by him . these EC certificates covered small specimens not yet 
identified?  or identified  by a grossist in reptiles for which serious welfare infringement were deteced  
Dehaes infraction:  
Saisies de certificate  
En conclusion, ce magasin m’a laissé une impression très négative. Quand on envisage le nombre total de cadavres découverts dans les 
enclos (88) ainsi que le nombre de spécimens que le vétérinaire a décidé d’euthanasier (102) et que l’on compare ces chiffres au nombre 
de spécimens restant (1031), on est à plus de 15% de mortalité ! L’analyse des chiffres, en particulier pour les lézards, suscite 
l’interrogation tant il peut donner l’impression que le propriétaire a délaissé totalement la maintenance de certaines de ses espèces. Sans 
préjuger de la suite qui sera donnée à ce dossier, je ne puis que suggérer un suivi (très) régulier des installations tant sur le plan 
zootechnique que sur le plan du bien-être des pensionnaires. 
 
 
 
To assess the legality of origin of some controlled juveniles specimens, claimed to have been born and bred in captivity, our service had 
required several DNA testing, to establish whether or not the indicated parental stock was indeed the faunder stock of the controlled 
offspring parentally analyses. I in 2013 and 2014, 9 analysis these  have been done in an laboratory in The Netherlands: 

 
 
 

Year Amount of  DNA forensic analyses  Results 
2013 5 

For specimens of  
Falco peregrinus, Cacatua 
moluccensis  Ara Macao, Bubo bubo,  
Amazona auropalliata 
 

OK link between 
descendants specimens 
and parents established  

2014  4 
For specimens of  
Athene noctua, Bubo bubo 

OK: link between 
descendants specimens 
and parents established 

 
 

 
 
 

Formatted: Highlight



Date 
(DD/MM/YYYY) Species

CITES 
Appendice EU Appendice

Description of 
goods

Quantity of 
specimens 

Enforcement 
Authority Direction

Country of 
destination

Type of 
location

Country of 
origin

CITES 
infringement: 
no CITES doc

Detection 
method

09/01/2013 Elephantidae I A TUS 1 large tusk

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Export UK Postal center unknown

no Cites 
document Routine, X ray 

09/01/2013 Loxodonta africana I A TUS 1

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) expot United Kingdom Postal center Belgium

no Cites 
document routine

15/01/2013 Manis spp II B SCA 3,056 kg

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Routine

15/01/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR

8 pairs earrings, 2 rings, 
4 pipes, 17 pendants en 
12 bracelets

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Routine

15/01/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR

8 earrings + 2 rings + 4 
pipes + 17 pendants + 
12 bracelets

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Routine

15/01/2013 Manis spp. II B SCA 3,056 kg

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit china Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Routine

16/01/2013 Manis spp. II B SCA 12 kg

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit

China (Hong 
Kong) Postal center Cameroun

no Cites 
document Routine

17/01/2013 Manis spp. II B SCA 0,123 kg

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit

China (Hong 
Kong) Postal center Cameroun

no Cites 
document Routine

22/01/2013 Manis spp II B SCA 0,678,7 kg

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Ivory Coast

no Cites 
document Routine

22/01/2013 II B BOD 8

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Ivory Coast

no Cites 
document Routine

22/01/2013 Panthera pardus I A LPS 1 handbag

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Ivory Coast

no Cites 
document Routine

22/01/2013 africana I A CAR

4 chopsticks, 2 
necklaces en 14 
bracelets

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Ivory Coast

no Cites 
document Routine

24/01/2013 Manis spp II B SCA 0,25 kg

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

24/01/2013 Varanus spp. II B LPS 1 handbag + 2 belts =3

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

24/01/2013 Hippocampus II B BOD 203

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

24/01/2013 Crocodylia spp. II B LPS
1 handbag + 2 belts + 2 
wallets = 5

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine



24/01/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR

1 sculpture of 0,405kg , 
8 rings, 53 pendants, 2 
chopsticks, 2 necklaces 
en 5 bracelets

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

31/01/2013 Manis spp II B SCA 1,6 kg

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

31/01/2013 Crocodilia spp II B LPS 2 belts +3 handbags = 5

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

31/01/2013 Hippocampus spp, II B BOD 400

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

31/01/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR 7 bracelets

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

07/02/2013 Manis spp II B SCA 0,065 kg

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

07/02/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR
21 small objects : 0,778 
kg

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

07/02/2013 Geochelone elegans II B CAP 1
GAD ‐CUSTOMS  LIEGE 
AIRPORT (Bierset) Import Belgium Postal center

China (Hong 
Kong)

no Cites 
document Routine

07/02/2013 Stigmochelys pardalis II B CAP 1
GAD ‐CUSTOMS  LIEGE 
AIRPORT (Bierset) Import Belgium Postal center

China (Hong 
Kong)

no Cites 
document Routine

18/02/2013 I A FOO 2 Police Internal Belgium Entreprise Unknown
No CITES 
document Targeted action

26/02/2013 Mauremys reveesii III C MED 5000

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Import Belgium Postal center China

no Cites 
document Routine

04/03/2013 pythonidae spp I/II A/B LPS 2 belts + 1 wallet

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

04/03/2013 Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS 1 handbag + 1 wallet

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

04/03/2013 africana I A CAR 2 bracelets

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

04/03/2013 Hippocampus II B BOD 6

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

08/03/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR
28 chopsticks + 16 
bracelets

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit china Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine



12/03/2013 Manis spp. II B SCA 0,345 kg

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit china Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

12/03/2013 Hippocampus spp, II B BOD 210

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit china Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

31/03/2013 Scleractinia spp II B COR 40

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit Italy arrival center

Domenican 
Republic

no Cites 
document Routine

04/04/2013 Manis spp. II  B SCA 1,250 kg

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

04/04/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR
22 rings + 1 necklace + 2 
bracelets

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

04/04/2013 Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS 3 handbags + 1

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

04/04/2013 Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B BOD 1

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

08/04/2013 Hippocampus  II B BOD

15 pieces in Whisky 
Johnnie Walker Red 
Label

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Internal Belgium Postal center

no Cites 
document Routine

12/04/2013  Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS 7 wallets + 2 handbags

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

12/04/2013 Varanus spp. II/I A/B LPS 1 wallets

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

12/04/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR 2 pendants + 1 bracelet

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

17/04/2013 Phelsuma madagascariensis II B LIV 2 Police Internal Belgium Entreprise
no proof of legal 
origin

Targeted action 
in the city with 
other 
enforcement 
officers

24/04/2013 Manis spp. II B SCA 0,226 kg

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

24/04/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR 7 juwels + 10 bracelets

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine



29/04/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR 27,574 kg

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit Roemenia Transit hall RDC

no Cites 
document Routine

09/05/2013 Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS 1 belt + 3 handbags

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall

Congo‐
Brazaville

no Cites 
document Routine

09/05/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR 6 bracelets + 35 juwels

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall

Congo‐
Brazaville

no Cites 
document Routine

09/05/2013 Hippocampus II B BOD 40

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall

Congo‐
Brazaville

no Cites 
document Routine

09/05/2013 Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS  1 belt + 3 handbags

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall DRC

no Cites 
document Routine

09/05/2013 loxodonta africana I A CAR0 35 jewels + 6 bracelets

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall DRC

no Cites 
document Routine

09/05/2013 Hippocampus II B BOD 40

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall DRC

no Cites 
document Routine

17/05/2013 Hippocampus II B BOD 81

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Cameroun

no Cites 
document Routine

25/05/2013 loxodonta africana I A CAR 5,127 kg

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Export Greece Postal center Belgium

no Cites 
document Routine X ray 

27/07/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR 1 pendant

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit France Postal center Burundi

no Cites 
document Routine

29/07/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR 0,233 kg

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit Italy Postal center Burundi

no Cites 
document Routine

29/07/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR 1,425 kg

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit Italy Postal center Burundi

no Cites 
document Routine

19/08/2013 Kinixys belliana II B LIV 32

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Import Belgium Air fright Togo

Lenghts of 
specimens not 
respected Routine

19/08/2013 Kinixys homeana II B LIV 98

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Import Belgium Air fright Togo

Lenghts of 
specimens not 
respected Routine



19/08/2013 Varanus exanthematicus II B LIV 20

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Import Belgium Air fright Togo

Lenghts of 
specimens not 
respected Routine

19/08/2013  Chamaeleo gracilis II B LIV 21

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Import Belgium Air fright Togo

Lenghts of 
specimens not 
respected Routine

22/08/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR
32 pearls + 2 pipes + 2 
pendants

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Routine

22/08/2013 Manis spp. II B SCA 0,1958 kg

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Routine

30/08/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR 110 objcts : 7,100 kg

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Import Belgium arrival center RDC

no Cites 
document Routine

02/09/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR 6 bracelets 

GAD -CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Routine

05/09/2013 Boa Constrictor II  B LIV 2 Internal Belgium Circus unknown
no Cites 
document Targeted action

06/09/2013 Hippocampus II B MED 500

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Import Belgium Postal center China

no Cites 
document Routine

07/09/2013 Testudines I/II A/B CAP 1

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit china Transit hall Ivory Coast

no Cites 
document Routine

17/09/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR

100 juwels + 10 
chopsticks + 13 
bracelets

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

17/09/2013 Hippocampus II B BOD 20

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

22/09/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR 6 statues

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Import Belgium arrival center DRC

no Cites 
document risk assessment

22/10/2013 Varanus I/II A/B LPS 2 pair of shoes + 1 belt

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Senegal

no Cites 
document Routine

22/10/2013 pythonidae spp I/II A/B LPS

2 pair of shoes + 2 
handbags + 4 wallets + 1 
belt 

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Senegal

no Cites 
document Routine

22/10/2013 Crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS

2 pair of shoes + 10 
handbags + 18 wallets + 
1 belt 

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Senegal

no Cites 
document Routine



22/10/2013 Hippocampus II B BOD 8

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China arrival center Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

12/11/2013 Hippocampus II B BOD 120

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit china Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

12/11/2013 Serpentes I/II A/B DER 1 bottle of snake wine

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Import Belgium arrival center thailand

no Cites 
document Routine

12/11/2013 serpentes I/II A/B DER 2 bottles of snake wine

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit Bulgaria Postal center thailand

no Cites 
document Routine

13/11/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR
1 ring + 3 pendents + 1 
bracelets + 1 comb

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Import

probably 
Belgium  arrival center unknown

no Cites 
document

Abandoned 
luggage

13/11/2013 crocodylia spp. I/II A/B SKI 1 skin

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Import

probably 
Belgium  arrival center unknown

no Cites 
document

Abandoned 
luggage

13/11/2013 crocodylia spp. I/II0 A/B SKI 1 skin

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Import

probably 
Belgium  arrival center unknown

no Cites 
document

Abandoned 
luggage

13/11/2013 crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS 1 pais of shoes

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Import Belgium Postal center

United States of 
America

no Cites 
document Routine

20/11/2013 crocodylia spp. I/II A/B LPS 1 wallet

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit Luxembourg Postal center thailand

no Cites 
document Routine

29/11/2013 Python regius II B LIV 9

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) Export DRC

Departure 
center Belgium

no Cites 
document risk assessment

11/12/2013 Manis spp II B SCA 0,250 kg

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit China Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Routine

11/12/2013 Hippocampus spp, II B BOD 12

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit china Transit hall Liberia

no Cites 
document Routine

19/12/2013 Pythonidae spp II B LPS 2 bags

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit china Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

19/12/2013 Crocodylia I/II A/B LPS 1 bags

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit china Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine



19/12/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR 4 bracelets

GAD ‐CUSTOMS 
BRUSSELS NAT. 
AIRPORT (Zaventem) transit china Transit hall Guinee

no Cites 
document Routine

20/07/2013 Boa Constrictor II B LPS+SKIN 1+1
GAD ‐CUSTOMS  LIEGE 
AIRPORT (Bierset) transit Iran Postal center Colombia

no Cites 
document Routine

24/07/2013 Corallium  spp III C CAR 1 necklace
GAD ‐CUSTOMS  LIEGE 
AIRPORT (Bierset) Import Belgium Postal center

China (Hong 
Kong)

no Cites 
document Routine

01/03/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR ivory pearls 937 gr
GAD ‐CUSTOMS  LIEGE 
AIRPORT (Bierset) transit

China (Hong 
Kong) Postal center Nigeria

no Cites 
document Routine

25/02/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR
30 Ivory bracelets, total 
1574 gr 

GAD ‐CUSTOMS  LIEGE 
AIRPORT (Bierset) transit

China (Hong 
Kong) Postal center Nigeria

no Cites 
document

electronic 
marchine 
declared as 
CURRENT SENSOR 
»

13/03/2013 Loxodonta africana I A CAR
12 bracelets, total 1,8 
kgr 

GAD ‐CUSTOMS  LIEGE 
AIRPORT (Bierset) transit

China (Hong 
Kong) Postal center Nigeria

no Cites 
document

electronic 
marchine 
declared as 
CURRENT SENSOR 

11/01/2013 Manis spp II B SCA 1kg
GAD ‐CUSTOMS  LIEGE 
AIRPORT (Bierset) transit

China (Hong 
Kong) Postal center Cameroun

no Cites 
document

routine declared 
as palstic 
materials

09/03/2013 Crocodylia spp. II B LPS 18 belts 
GAD ‐CUSTOMS  LIEGE 
AIRPORT (Bierset) transit Sweden Postal center Bolivia

no Cites 
document Routine

04/06/2013 Chameleon chameleo II A LIV 1
CUSTOMS  CHARLEROI  
AIRPORT (Gosselies) transit unknown  hall passengers unknown 

no Cites 
document



Date (DD/MM/YYYY) Species
CITES 

Appendice EU Appendice
Description of 

goods
Quantity of 
specimens 

Enforcement 
Authority Direction

Country of 
destination Type of location Country of origin

CITES 
infringeme

nt: no 
CITES doc Detection method

08/04/2014 Gastrodia elata II B MED ??

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. IMPORTATION BELGIUM

MAIL CENTER at 
AIRPORT CHINA

No CITES 
documen
t (no 
import ‐ 
no 
export) Routine

23/09/2014 Cataceae spp.  II B MED
2 boxes (60 
capsules)

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. IMPORTATION BELGIUM

MAIL CENTER at 
AIRPORT THAILAND

No CITES 
documen
t (no 
import ‐ 
no 
export) Routine

19/09/2014 Cataceae spp.  II B MED 59 capsules

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. IMPORTATION BELGIUM

MAIL CENTER at 
AIRPORT THAILAND

No CITES 
documen
t (no 
import ‐ 
no 
export) Routine

19/11/2014 Cataceae spp.  II B MED 330 capsules

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. IMPORTATION BELGIUM

MAIL CENTER at 
AIRPORT THAILAND

No CITES 
documen
t (no 
import ‐ 
no 
export) Routine

18/11/2014 Cataceae spp.  II B MED 150 capsules

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. IMPORTATION BELGIUM

MAIL CENTER at 
AIRPORT THAILAND

No CITES 
documen
t (no 
import ‐ 
no 
export) Routine

03/02/2014 bulbophyllum II B LIV 1

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. IMPORTATION BELGIUM

MAIL CENTER at 
AIRPORT THAILAND

No CITES 
documen
t (no 
import ‐ 
no 
export) Routine

03/02/2014 Dendrobium leonis II B LIV 1

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. IMPORTATION BELGIUM

MAIL CENTER at 
AIRPORT THAILAND

No CITES 
documen
t (no 
import ‐ 
no 
export) Routine

03/02/2014 Nympaea II B LIV 4

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. IMPORTATION BELGIUM

MAIL CENTER at 
AIRPORT THAILAND

No CITES 
documen
t (no 
import ‐ 
no 
export) Routine

12/02/2014 Dendrobium exile II B LIV 1

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. IMPORTATION BELGIUM

MAIL CENTER at 
AIRPORT THAILAND

No CITES 
documen
t (no 
import ‐ 
no 
export) Routine



05/12/2014 Lophophura williamsi II B LIV 1

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. IMPORTATION BELGIUM

MAIL CENTER at 
AIRPORT THAILAND

No CITES 
documen
t (no 
import ‐ 
no 
export) Routine

05/12/2014 Echinocactus horizontalonicus II B LIV 1

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. IMPORTATION BELGIUM

MAIL CENTER at 
AIRPORT THAILAND

No CITES 
documen
t (no 
import ‐ 
no 
export) Routine

17/12/2014 Encephalartos spp. II B LIV 1

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. IMPORTATION BELGIUM

MAIL CENTER at 
AIRPORT SOUTH‐AFRICA

No CITES 
documen
t (no 
import ‐ 
no 
export) Routine

04/11/2014 Ascocentrum sp. II B LIV 1

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. IMPORTATION BELGIUM

MAIL CENTER at 
AIRPORT THAILAND

No CITES 
documen
t (no 
import ‐ 
no 
export) Routine

04/12/2014 Dendrobium spp. II B LIV 1

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. IMPORTATION BELGIUM

MAIL CENTER at 
AIRPORT THAILAND

No CITES 
documen
t (no 
import ‐ 
no 
export) Routine

04/12/2014 Cycas siamensis II B LIV 1

DOUANE 
ZAVENTEM 
G.A.D. IMPORTATION BELGIUM

MAIL CENTER at 
AIRPORT THAILAND

No CITES 
documen
t (no 
import ‐ 
no 
export) Routine



Annex 4: Appendix 4: Communication, exchange of 
information  

(D4.10 et 11). 
 
Details of the various actions undertaken by the Belgium Management Authority (MA) in the 
field of communication during the years 2013 and 2014 (see attachments 4b for examples). 

 
 
1/ Press releases by the Belgian CITES Management Authority (non-exhaustive): 

 
o March 2013: different press releases have been edited during CITES COP16 (see 

attachments): on sharks, polar bear, musical instruments, …. 
 
o March 2013: press release about sending of Pericopis elata blocked  in Antwerp: 

”CITES libère le bois d’Afromosia bloqué depuis le 22 mars dans le port d’Anvers 
”  

 
o July 2013: The MA wanted to draw attention on the problem of souvenirs made 

of protected animals or plants “Le traffic  d’objets exotiques qui fleurit ”. (Le soir-
6, 7 July). 

 
o December 2013: Within the framework of Christmas and New Year holidays,  MA  

wanted to alert Belgian consumers about the dangers of purchasing cheap illegal 
caviar offered on the internet. 

 
o April 2014: Within the framework of destruction of 1.5 tones ivory stockpile 

several press releases have been made. 
 
o July 2014: press release about the result of CITES Belgian court judgement on 

illegal trade in birds of prey. 
 
o September 2014: press release on seizure of  two booted eagles of illegal origin 

(wild) from Morocco. 
 
o December 2014: within the framework of Christmas and New Year holidays,  

press release about  the publication of folder “Achetez du caviar en toute 
légalité!”. 

 
 

2/ Press releases by other authorities or NGO (non-exhaustive)/TV broadcasts: 
  

o August 2013: publication by NGO WildLeaks « Sur le Net, dénoncez en secret les 
braconnier » ( La Libre Belgique édition nationale – 26/08/2014). 
 

o August 2013: publication in a newspaper ‘La dernière heure’, « Les douanes 
traquent ces chasseurs de souvenirs ». 

 
o April 2014: press release about  the campaign “ivory crush” in collaboration with 

l'IFAW (International Fund for Animal Welfare). 
 

o June 2014:  publication in a newspaper  about Wildlife souvenirs ‘Vacances – « Les 
souvenirs qu'il vaut mieux oublier » (L'Avenir, 21/06/2014).  

 



o July 2014: Participation of a member of CITES MA to a TV broadcast aimed at 
children (OUFTVI) in the rescue centre of Opglabbeek (one of the rescue centres 
where seized live mammals, reptiles and birds are placed by the MA). The aim of 
this broadcast was to raise children’s awareness on why you have to be careful 
buying souvenirs on holiday, as they might be made out of protected animals or 
plants.  

 
o September and October 2014: publication of some articles in specialized 

magazines and newspapers on the uplisting of different sharks-species, notably 
the porbeagle, to CITES and the consequence thereof for the sector  (De 
Standaard 10 October 2014 and VISAKTUA magazine, September 2014). 

 
 
3/ Guidance notices, leaflets, etc. distributed by the Belgian CITES Management 
Authority: 

 
In April 2014: distribution of CITES Wood ID tool  CD-rom to members of Enforcement 
working group.  

 
In 2013 and 2014, the CITES Unit of the FPS Health has published a series of 
explanatory brochures and notes to inform the public of its legal responsibilities 
regarding the implementation of the Convention. 
These publications are aimed at citizens (tourists and/or consumers) as well as 
professionals involved in the trade in specimens of protected species. They are 
available on our CITES website (www.citesinbelgium.be). 
 
The brochures are listed below: 

 
• Breeding and trading in birds of prey 
• Enjoying caviar legally 
• Breeding and trading parrots 
• Breeding and trading Reptiles and amphibians 
• Giving your souvenir a future 
 

Specific Guidance was written for: 
 
• Antique dealers 
• Taxidermists 
• Tropical timber importers 
• Tortoise breeders 
• Timber importer: CITES and EUTR 
• Hunting associations, hunting trophy importers (explaining the new rules on 
import of 6 species for which the EU has adopted stricter domestic measures) 
• Owners of musical instruments 
 

Alphabetical list of the animal species protected by the CITES regulation:  
This list is updated following each meeting of the CITES Conference of the Parties, 
usually every three years. 
 

 
 
4/ Presentation/ training by the Belgian CITES Management Authority and Scientific 
Authority: 

 
 
 
 



In march 2013, the scientific advisor gave a presentation on CITES in the framework of 
formation in a high school about breeding and trade of CITES tortoises  (Zemst) 
 
In June 2013, the head of the Belgian CITES Management Authority and the Enforcement 
liaison officer gave a presentation on CITES legislation and procedures of seizure, 
administrative fines and general follow-up of CITES-cases by the legal system during a 
training day of the prosecutors.  It was organized by the Network of Prosecutors responsible 
for Environment and was held in the airport of Zaventem. The customs officers gave a 
presentation on the significant seizures that they encountered.  
 
In February, July, October and November 2013, Belgian CITES Management Authority gave 
presentations on the correct implementation of the CITES legislation when breeding and 
trading with CITES-listed parrots for several Bird associations (WPC, FP, AOB, KBOF, BVP, 
…). 
 
In July 2013 the Belgian CITES Management Authority held its yearly meeting with 
ANIMALES (traders association) where discussions are held between the policy-makers and 
one of its major stakeholders.  
 
In August 2013, the Belgian CITES Management Authority gave a presentation on the 
correct implementation of the CITES legislation when breeding and trading with CITES–
listed reptiles to a Turtle association.  
 
In October 2013 the head of the Belgian CITES Management Authority gave a presentation 
on the legislation applicable to CITES protected wood at the request of the Belgian 
Federation of wood importers.  
 
In October, November  and December 2013, the Belgian CITES Management Authority gave 
three CITES training days to Customs working at Charleroi-Gosselies Airport(1 day), and 
Liege airports (2 days). 
 
In March 2014, the scientific advisor gave a presentation on CITES in the framework of a 
symposium in Namur on Moving biological material into and out of Belgium. 
 
In March 2014 the Enforcement liaison officer gave a presentation in the Netherlands on the 
first organized Contact Day of all the CITES enforcement officers. The presentation gave an 
insight in the Belgian CITES procedures and significant seizures.  
 
In May 2014 the Belgian CITES Management Authority gave two CITES training days to 
Veterinarians/inspectors of the Animal Welfare and CITES Inspection Service of Public 
Federal Service Public Health. This service (amongst others) controls the application of 
CITES legislation within Belgium.  
 
In July 2014 the Belgian CITES Management Authority had its yearly meeting with ANIMALS 
ANIMALES (traders association) where discussions are held between the policy-makers and 
one of it’s major stakeholders.  
 
Regarding communication with the CITES stakehoders, Belgium continues to inform the 
general public and the specialized sector by means of leaflets containing information on the 
CITES regulations in birds of prey,  parrots, reptiles and  amphibians and also for the 
consumer of caviar.  Belgium also continues to inform the tourists with  a brochure "An 
endangered species is no souvenir ".  
 
 
Special Events organised by Belgian CITES Management Authority: 



On 3 March 2014, date of the World Wildlife Day, Belgium celebrated it’s 30th Anniversary of 
becoming a Party to CITES. The Belgian CITES Management Authority organised at this 
occasion a symposium at the Museum of Natural Sciences in Brussels. Representatives of the 
European Commission, CITES Secretariat, scientists, customs officers, breeders of CITES 
species, representatives of NGO, were all present to celebrate this anniversary. This events 
was well covered in the press.  

On 9 April 2014, Belgium proceeded to the destruction of it’s stockpile of illegal ivory – about 
1.5 tons. This event took place in cooperation with the Custom Authorithies and IFAW 
(International Fund for Animal Welfare) at the "Palais des Colonies", in Tervuren. A special 
ceremony was  held to mark the occasion, with dignitaries from the Belgian government, 
representatives of the European Commission, CITES Secretariat, scientists, customs officers, 
NGO’s.  This stockpile was compiled of ivory confiscated by the different controlling 
authorities, the custom services in particular, since 1984, the year in which the CITES 
convention became effective in Belgium. A press conference with speeches of the Belgian 
Minister, competent for CITES, a customs' representative and the CEO of IFAW were given. 
This event got worldwide press coverage. 

 
Permanent exhibition in Pairi Daiza (Cambron-Casteau) on the protection of biodiversity 
with a special highlight on CITES.   
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Commission Summary – Key Outcomes of the  

Expert Conference on the EU Approach against Wildlife Trafficking 

On 10 April 2014, more than 170 experts from 27 EU Member States, 7 non-EU countries, key 

international organisations and representatives from over 20 NGOs responded to an invitation by 

the European Commission to meet in Brussels and discuss challenges regarding the EU approach 

against wildlife trafficking.  

The conference, as well as the two workshops on the following day (governments and international 

organisations only), focused on two main areas: Firstly, the situation within the EU, and in particular 

how enforcement and the fight against organized wildlife crime could be strengthened. Secondly, 

how the EU could - through its diplomatic tools and development cooperation - support more 

effectively global efforts to reduce wildlife trafficking.  

The following summary presents the key issues discussed and the main recommendations made by 

the participants.  

 

Part 1 - Strengthening enforcement and the fight against organized wildlife trafficking within the 

EU 

As a priority, it was considered crucial to generate within the EU (and globally) awareness and 

political will at higher level to treat wildlife trafficking as a serious problem. This is particularly the 

case where organised criminal groups are involved, which requires similar resources and awareness 

as other forms of serious crime.  

In addition, the following points were highlighted: 

 A strong legal framework including deterrent sanctions needs to be in place in all Member 

States as a precondition for effective enforcement. Significant differences in the implementation 

of existing EU rules, such as the Environmental Crime Directive, are problematic as enforcement 

in the EU as a common market is only as strong as its weakest link. Sanctions also need to meet 

certain thresholds as this is an indicator of the seriousness of the crime which triggers awareness 

and resources but also because this allows for the use of essential cooperation instruments, such 

as the European Arrest Warrant. Some other legal challenges for criminal prosecutions, e.g. on 

jurisdiction, also exist.  

 Some of the rules on trade in endangered species, notably on intra-EU trade, could be 

strengthened further to close loopholes and could at the same time benefit from some 

simplification. 

 All actors along the enforcement chain from customs, inspectors and the police (including where 

necessary specialists on financial or organized crime) to prosecutors and judges need to improve 

their cooperation. Good practices that exist in some Member States should be shared more 

widely.  
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 Bringing some serious cases to court and obtaining strong judgements is essential to show the 

importance of the crime area and to help raise awareness in the public, with policy makers and 

in the judiciary. The basis for this will be the quality of the investigation and the presentation of 

the case in court. Some form of specialization of investigators, prosecutors and possibly also 

judges was considered useful in this regard. Alternatively designated contact points in all 

prosecution services can be an option.  

 Training (at all levels and also jointly for the different actors), information material, guidance 

documents and checklists for inspectors, prosecutors and judges are essential. Amongst the 

judiciary, the training focus should be on criminal law judges. Guidance and training material 

should be shared widely and be further developed. Other measures discussed that could help for 

better prosecutions and mobilization of the judiciary include developing further methods and 

exchange practices on how to attribute monetary value to the species; showing the impact on 

overall conservation, e.g. through conservation impact statements; using the full range of 

legislation, including e.g. tax laws, laws on membership in an organized criminal group etc. and 

routinely requesting confiscation of the assets. 

 The lack of reliable and comprehensive data is a major problem. It is crucial that all Member 

States ensure that data is collected and made available, including to Europol whose analyses are 

important for priority setting in the fight against organised crime at EU level.  

At the same time, resources from enforcement services are challenged by the multiple reporting 

requirements and different formats used by different organisations (Interpol, CITES, Europol, 

WCO, Traffic …) are a problem and require too many resources. ICCWC could be a useful forum 

to discuss how to unify the reporting format.  

 Illegal internet trade plays an important role, and police officers with specific expertise are 

important for teams working on illegal wildlife trade.    

Strengthening cooperation amongst Member States and with other partner countries  

 EU Member States should become more active in working together. The existing networks of 

practitioners at all levels should be further strengthened. More information on seizures, 

prosecutions and court decisions should be shared, also beyond the current users of EU Twix. 

The EU Enforcement Group plays an important role for information exchange but also in training 

less experienced colleagues. However, it can only fulfil its role if all Member States actively 

engage. The group should be made more operational with participants including mainly 

enforcement officers and discussing specific operational challenges.  At home, it is important 

that the participants act as multipliers and pass on their knowledge to colleagues. The 

Enforcement Group can also play an important role to ensure that CITES decisions/resolutions 

on enforcement are implemented in a more uniform way throughout the EU. Regular and 

targeted interaction with third country enforcement authorities would be helpful. 

 EU Member States should engage in joint operations, both within the EU and internationally. 

This also helps to raise awareness.  
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 Within the Commission, additional resources and expertise on enforcement could play an 

important role to strengthen the focus of activities and to improve cooperation. 

 Europol (including Envicrimenet) and Eurojust are willing and available to work more in the area 

and can provide important support for cross-border activities. They can help in coordinating joint 

controlled deliveries or joint investigation teams of several Member States and can also assist in 

liaising with third countries, including e.g. by covering translation costs.   

 Seconding officers to key source and market countries can be very useful, even if only for a short 

period, e.g. to solve bilateral cooperation problems.  

 Data sharing, in particular concerning nominal data, is often very challenging due to legal 

obstacles. A review of respective national legislation could be useful.  

Organized wildlife crime within the EU receives so far too little attention amongst policy makers 

and experts on organised crime. Therefore, more comprehensive analysis of the illicit trade flows 

and criminal groups involved is essential. The importance of the EU's four year policy cycle that 

determines the priorities of the EU’s fight against organized crime was emphasised. The current 

cycle will be reviewed in 2015, and organized wildlife crime could become a priority. This requires 

that Europol has the necessary data from Member States to do the analytical work to prepare such 

re-prioritisation.  

Other points highlighted in this context were:  

 The need to look more into illicit financial flows associated to wildlife trafficking, e.g. regarding 

money laundering; 

 The need to ensure that EU instruments/measures against organized crime can be applied to 

wildlife trafficking;    

 The importance of providing for a maximum imprisonment of at least four years in cases of 

organized wildlife crime which means recognizing it as a "serious crime" which is key for the 

applicability of the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. At national level, this 

would allow for the use of essential investigative tools, such as wire tapping, covert 

investigations etc.;  

 The importance of controlled deliveries as an essential tool to reach the leaders of criminal 

networks. 

 

Part 2 - The International Dimension  

Regarding international activities and diplomatic action the following points were highlighted: 

Priority should be given to the implementation of the commitments agreed in CITES and those 

taken at the recent high level Summits against wildlife trafficking in London, Paris and Gaborone.  
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To this end, action should be first taken using existing international instruments, and in particular: 

 The CITES Convention, where Parties should be encouraged to fully use all tools on 

enforcement and compliance available to them to address illegal wildlife trade occurrences; 

 The International Consortium for Combating Wildlife Crime (ICCWC), for which long-term 

support and funding should be secured. The capacities of the agencies composing ICCWC 

should also be strengthened. The extension of ICCWC to other organisations such as UNEP 

was also mentioned, where its expertise on the rule of law and environmental legislation in 

particular could represent an added-value; 

 The African Elephant Action Plan, as the main strategy agreed by all African range States to 

better conserve and manage African elephants.  

International enforcement cooperation on enforcement should also be reinforced, notably through: 

 Enforcement cooperation with key market, transit and range countries at bilateral (for 

example through MoU or regular dialogues) and regional levels (notably with an enhanced 

involvement of the EU Enforcement Group with Wildlife Enforcement Networks in other 

regions); 

 The sharing of experience on enforcement best practices (such as the adoption of adequate 

legislation on sanctions or involvement of the judiciary); 

 The participation by Member States in international enforcement operations, such as the 

Cobra operations. 

New international initiatives should be considered to secure the engagement of the international 

community beyond environment experts, with a view in particular to addressing the implications of 

wildlife trafficking on peace and security and rule of law: 

 The adoption of a specific UNGA Resolution and the appointment of a special UN 

Representative/Envoy on wildlife trafficking. The added-value of such initiatives compared 

to existing tools should be thoroughly analysed. Key issues in that regard include a reflection 

on the mandate, profile, timeline and budget of a possible UN Envoy. The link with security 

as well as with other initiatives on natural resources and conflicts could be explored further. 

The UN Group of Friends on this issue based in New-York is a good vehicle to take those 

issues further; 

 An enhanced role for UNEP as the universal UN body competent for environment and the 

opportunity for the UN Environment Assembly to consolidate the commitments agreed at 

the London, Paris and Gaborone Summits; 

 The adoption of actions at the G8/7 and G20 levels; 

 The inclusion of wildlife trafficking as part of the goals and targets under discussion for the 

post-2015 agenda. 
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Further engagement from the Embassies/EU Delegations and the diplomatic network on wildlife 

trafficking was also advocated. This could be done through instructions from the headquarters to 

increase attention on the matter, the inclusion of wildlife trafficking in the portfolio of embassy staff 

(notably those in charge of security, customs or organised crime), as well as coordinated action with 

other embassies, civil society and international organisations on the ground on specific issues.  

On the development cooperation side, the following suggestions were presented: 

 Mapping the needs and funds available for financial assistance in the range, transit and 

consumer countries: while this represents a challenging task, this exercise should allow 

maximising the impact of development cooperation assistance and avoiding overlaps. It 

should be done in coordination with the beneficiary countries and other donors, at national, 

regional and (if relevant) continental levels; 

 Development cooperation funds against wildlife trafficking could be raised not only in 

support of biodiversity conservation but also in connection with national or regional security 

strategies; 

 The need to foresee urgent financial support to address urgent crisis situations was also 

stressed, based on the model of what is planned for current interventions by ICCWC or 

under the new MIKES programme; 

 The challenges faced by specific initiatives such as forest certifications to ensure objectivity 

were also raised, as well as the need to engage with the private sector on some projects; 

 The importance of the African Elephant Action Fund was emphasised.  

The following overarching issues were singled out, to be considered when launching new 

international initiatives or adopting actions: 

 It is essential to include the socio-economic dimension of the drivers and features of wildlife 

trafficking. Wildlife trafficking driven by poverty will not stop if alternative sources of income 

are not found for the “front-line” poachers on the ground. The involvement of local 

communities in devising and implementing anti-poaching measures is key to their success. In 

addition, socio-economic research on wildlife trafficking should be further developed to help 

understanding better its characteristics and how to address it. Putting an economic value on 

the scale of wildlife trafficking will also assist convincing policy-makers of the importance of 

the issue; 

 Understanding the motivations of people involved in poaching or in the consumption of 

illegal wildlife products and passing on clear messages as to the consequences of their acts is 

another imperative to change behaviours, as part of anti-poaching and demand reduction 

campaigns; 

 Data collection on wildlife trafficking at the international level remains patchy and 

insufficient. The establishment of a worldwide report on wildlife trafficking would be a first 

step forward to expose the global reality of the problem.  
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CITES – Belgian Scientific Committee 
 
 

M A M M A L S 
 

Name and first name 
 

 
Speciality 

 
Private Address and/or 

Office Address 

 
Phone and Fax 

 
E-Mail 

 
VAN DER STRAETEN Erik 
Vice-
président/Ondervoorzitter 

General, including 
Africa, Eurasia, trophy 
species, rodents, 

From March - September: 
Kerkeveldstraat, 35 
2610 WILRIJK  Vanaf Maart 2015 
Erik Van der Straeten Dr.sc. 
Remi Ghesquièrestraat 58 
8940 Geluwe (Wervik) 
 
From Oct – February: Z-Afr 
Postbus1283 
7654 Wellington 
Zuid-Afrika 
 

 

PR. 
0032/3/827.19.62 
 
 
 
PR. 00 27 21 864 27 
92 

 
erikvds1@telenet.be (vanaf 9.4.13) 
 
erikvds@skynet.be 
 
 
(fc226651@skynet.be)  
  
 

 
d’HUART Jean-Pierre  
 

General, including 
Africa, large 
mammals 

Conservation Consultant 
Rue du Monty 14 
1320 Beauvechain 

PR. 0032/10/86.64.46 
FX.  0032/10/86.64.46
MOB. 0032 (0)496 
052 982 
 

 
dhuartjp@yahoo.com 

 
LEUS Kristin  

General, including 
captive-breeding, 
Callitrichidae, 
population biology, 
wild pigs. 

Programme Officer CBSG 
Europe 
Copenhagen Zoo 
p/a Annuntiatenstraat 6 
2170 MERKSEM 
 

 
PR. 0032/3/645.58.94 
 
 

 
kristin@cbsgeurope.eu  
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B I R D S 

 
 

Name and first 
name 

 

 
Speciality 

 
Private Address and/or 

Office Address 

 
Phone and Fax 

 
E-Mail 

 
LONEUX Michèle  
Privé : 
Rue Saint-Pierre 44 
5360 HAMOIS 
 

Ornithology, dynamic of 
popu-lations  , systematic, 
conservation and scientific 
valorisa-tion of zoological 
specifically for birds and 
invertebrates. Member and 
web-master of  Grouse 
Specialist Group de l'IUCN-
WPA-SSC -Tétraonidés.  

Université de Liège 
Unité de Biologie du 
Comportement, Ethologie et 
Psychologie animale 
Institut de Zoologie 
Quai Van Beneden, 22 
4020 LIEGE 
 
I.R.S.N.B. – Centre de 
Baguage, Rue Vautier 29, 
1000 BRUXELLES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PR. 083/612564 ou 
GSM. 0473 348 165 
 
0032 2 627 43 66 

 
 
 
 
Michele.Loneux@ulg.ac.be (ULG) 
 
 
loneuxmichele@skynet.be (home) 
 
 
Michele.Loneux@naturalsciences.be    
(IRSNB-KBIN) 

TAVERNIER Paul  
privé: 
Polbroek 17 
9520 St.-Lievens-Houtem 
Tel.: 053/626347  

Veterinary aspects, 
diseases 

Zelfstandig dierenarts  
 
 
 
 
          

Paul.tavernier@ugent.be 

LOUETTE Michel  

 

African birds Head of Department 
Royal Museum for Central 
Africa 
Dept of Zoology 
Leuvense Steenweg,13 
3080 TERVUREN 

PO. 0032/2/769.56.21FX. 
0032/2/769.56.42       
Privé: 
Zilversparrenstraat 23,  
8310 Sint-Kruis Brugge 
Telefoon 050/69 03 46 
 

 
michel.louette@africamuseum.be 
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R E P T I L E S, A M P H I B I A N S & F I S H 

 
 

Name and first name 
 

 
Speciality 

 
Private Address and/or 

Office Address 

 
Phone and Fax

 
E-Mail 

 
MEIRTE Danny 

 
Reptiles, amphibians 
(Africa) 

 
Museum voor Midden-Afrika 
Leuvense Steenweg, 13 
3080 TERVUREN 

 
PO. 0032/2/769.56.29 
FX.  0032/2/767.56.42 
(building D. Meirte) 
FX.  0032/2/769.02.42 
(other building) 

 
danny.meirte@africamuseum.be 
 
 
 

 
JOUK Philippe 
Président/Voorzitter 

 
Aquarium fish, reptiles 

 
Koninklijke Maatschappij voor 
Dierkunde van Antwerpen 
Koningin Astridplein, 26 
2018 ANTWERPEN

 
PO. 0032/3/202.45.53 
FX. 0032/3/202.45.47 

 
Philippe.jouk@kmda.org  
 

 
ADRIAENS Dominique  
 

 
Fish, aquaculture 

 
Evolutionaire morfologie vertebraten & 
Museum voor Dierkunde 
Vakgroep Biologie 
Universiteit Gent 
KL. Ledeganckstraat, 35 
9000 GENT

 
PO. 0032/9/264.52.19 
FX. 0032/9/264.53.44 
 

 
Dominique.Adriaens@UGent.be 
 

 
BELPAIRE Claude 
Privé : Oude Route 7,  
3390 Tielt-Winge 

 
Fish, especially 
freshwater fish; 
aquaculture 
 

 
Instituut voor Natuur- en Bosonderzoek 
Duboislaan 14  
1560 GROENENDAEL-HOEILAART 

 
PO. 0032 (0)2 658 04 11 
MOB. 0032 (0)475 
678992  SECR. 0032 
(0)2 658 04 10 FAX. 
0032 (0)2 657 96 82 

 

Claude.Belpaire@inbo.be  

  

 
MOREAU Kelle 
Privé: 
Meibloempjeslaan 2, box 3, 
8400 Oostende, Belgium 
 

 
‘Zeevissen’  
(National member of several ICES-
and EC-working groups and 
workshops incl. Working Group on 
Elasmobranch Fishes) 

 
 
Institute for Agricultural and Fisheries 
Research, Oostende, Belgium 
   
   
 

 
Telephone Number : 
+32 486 12 58 77 

 

 
kelle.moreau@gmail.com 
kelle.moreau@ilvo.vlaanderen.be 

 
PASMANS Frank 

 
Reptiles, amphibians, 
veterinary & captive-
breeding aspects 

 
Vakgroep Pathologie, Bacteriologie en 
Pluimveeziekten  
Faculteit Diergeneeskunde 
Universiteit Gent 
Salisburylaan 133 
9820 MERELBEKE

 
PO. 0032 9 264 74 36 
FX. 0032 9 264 74 94 

 
Frank.Pasmans@UGent.be  
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I N V E R T E B R A T E S 

 
 

Name and first 
name 

 

 
Speciality 

 
Private Address and/or 

Office Address 

 
Phone and Fax

 
E-Mail 

 
SHERIDAN 
Christopher  

 
Corals, marine fish from the 
Indo-Pacific 

 
Service de Biologie Marine 
Université de Mons 
14/11 Quai des Otages 
7000 MONS 
 

 
PO. 
0032/65/373433 
 

 
sheridan.christopher@gmail.com    

 
MASSIN Claude 
 

 
Corals, molluscs 

 
I.R.S.N.B. 
Section Malacologie 
Rue Vautier, 29 
1000 BRUXELLES 
 

 
PO. 
0032/2/627.43.47 
FX. 
0032/2/627.41.41 

 
Claude.massin@naturalsciences.be 
 

 
POULICEK Mathieu 

 
Corals, molluscs 

 
Laboratoire d'Ecologie Animale 
et d'Ecotoxicologie, Unité 
d'Ecologie Marine 
Dept. Sciences et Gestion de 
l'Environnement 
Université de Liège 
Institut de Chimie (B6C) 
Alléé de la Chimie 
4000 SART TILMAN LIEGE 
 

 
PO. 043 66 5067 
M0B 0475446084 
FX. 043 66 5147 

 
mpoulicek@ulg.ac.be  
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P L A N T S 

 
 

Name and first name 
 

 
Speciality 

 

 
Private Address and/or Office 

Address 

 
Phone and Fax 

 
E-Mail 

VIANE Ronnie Plants, Ferns, 
Pteridophytes 
 

Vakgroep Biologie 
Onderzoeksgroep Pteridologie 
K.L. Ledeganckstraat, 35 
9000 GENT 

PO. 0032/9/264.50.57 
PR. 0032/475/428072 
FX. 0032/9/264.50.57 

 
ronnie.viane@UGent.be 
 

BEECKMAN Hans 
 

Timber, incl. 
identification of wood 

KMMA 
Leuvense Steenweg, 13 
3080 TERVUREN 

PO. 0032/2/769.56.11 
FX. 0032/2/767.02.42 

 
hans.beeckman@africamuseum.be 
 

DESSEIN Steven 
privé: 
Onze-Lieve-Vrouwstraat 117 
3020 Herent 
BELLEFROID ELKE 
Oud Klooster 20 1540 Herne 
 

African plants 
 
 
 
Pterydophyta, Ferns 

Nationale Plantentuin van België 
1860 Meise 
 
 
Nationale Plantentuin van België 
1860 Meise 
 

PO. 32 2 260 09 56 
 
PR. 016/651633 
MOB. 0473 741941 
 
PO: 02 260 0990 
PRIVé 0476/35.18.00 
 

Steven.dessein@br.fgov.be  
 
 
 
Elke.Bellefroid@br.fgov.be 
Elke.Bellefroid@gmail.com 
 

VAN DAMME Patrick Timber, incl. tropical 
and sub-tropical 
agriculture and ethno 
botany 

Plantaardige Productie 
Universiteit Gent 
Coupure links 653 
9000 GENT 

PO. 0032/9/264.60.87 
        - 60.89 or  -60.90 
FX.  0032/9/264.62.41 

 
Patrick.VanDamme@UGent.be 
 
 

WESSELINGH Renate 
 

Plants evolutionary 
ecology, plant life 
history and reproduce-
tive strategies, phylo-
geography, ecology of 
montane tropical forest

Biodiversity Research Centre 
Earth and Life Institute 
Université catholique de Louvain 
Croix du Sud 4-5, box L7.07.04 
1348 LOUVAIN-LA-NEUVE 
 
 

PO. 0032/10/47.34.47 
FX. 0032/10/47.34.90 
 

 
Renate.wesselingh@uclouvain.be  
 

STEVART Tariq Orchidaceae, timbers 
and endemic plants of 
Africa. IUCN Red 
Listing. 

Université Libre de Bruxelles CP169 
Herbarium de l’Université Libre de 
Bruxelles 
50 Av. F.D. Roosevelt 
1050 BRUXELLES  

PO 0032/6502139 
MOB 0032/494632253 

 
tstevart@yahoo.com  



PO : Office Phone Number; MOB: mobile phone; SECR: Secretariat; PR :  (home) Phone Number ; FX : Fax 
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        LIVE ANIMALS – ACCOMMODATION AND CARE QUESTIONAIRE 
 

     1.Application Details 
 
Name of Applicant    :   ………………………………………………. 
Species (latin name):   …………………    ………………………….. 
Total number of specimens and origin (wild, captive-bred etc):  ….. 
                 

2.  Provide the name(s), full postal address and telephone number (also email address if 
available) of the premises where the specimens will be kept at the place of destination 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 The ‘place of destination’ is defined in Article 2 of Regulation (EC) No. 338/97 as the place at which at the time of 
introduction into the Community, it is intended that specimens will normally be kept; in the case of live specimens, this shall 
be the first place where specimens are intended to be kept following any period of quarantine or other confinement for the 
purposes of sanitary checks and controls. 
                  
3.  Describe the enclosures specifically set aside for the specimens applied for (including the 
number and type of enclosure). How many other animals will be held in the same enclosure?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Provide an indication of the number of specimens (and species) to be held in each 
enclosure if there is more than one enclosure (for the specimens applied for) 
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5. Describe any enclosure furnishings that will be available (e.g. feeding stations, nesting 
boxes, environmental stimuli, heating, lighting, etc) * 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.  Outline the provisions that will be made for food/disease control/waste disposal. * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.  Provide details of the veterinary care that will be undertaken/available post-import 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.  Please provide any other relevant information. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are sending any further information separately please state by what means (email, fax, post ): 
 
Name....................................................... Signature ............................................................ 
................................................................  Date:  . . / . . / . . . .  
Address (if different from no. 2) 
...........................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................................................... 
*  delete as applicable                                                                                   



Places of introduction and export, according to Article 12 of Council Regulation (EC) No. 338/97

Abbreviations: I - Introduction, E- export, N/A - Information Not Available, Y - Yes, N - No, A - Air, S - Sea or other port, Ra - Rail, Ro - Road, M - Mail
General notes
¹ Only items that are not subject to veterinary controls are allowed
² For parts and derivatives of animal origin, only products for human and non-human consumption are allowed
³ Only ungulates and registered Equidae
4 Only registered Equidae 
5 Ungulates only
6 Commission Decision of 5 September 2007 amending Decisions 2001/881/EC and 2002/459/EC as regards the list of border inspection posts
*,**,***, ****, *****, ******: Specific restrictions

Belgium 
Place Animals Plants Timber Microchip Remarks

Live Animals Live Plants (Y,N) (Y,N)
Commercial

(I,E)
Pets
(I,E)

(I,E)

Antwerpen S N N I,E I,E I,E Y N Y
Bierset A I,E I,E I,E I,E I,E N Y Y
D.S.V (Airport & Sea - SA) M N N I¹,E I,E I,E N N N ¹ Only items that are not subject to veterinary controls are allowed
Deurne A N N I¹,E I,E I,E N N N ¹ Only items that are not subject to veterinary controls are allowed
Charleroi - Gosselies A N N I¹,E I,E I,E N N N ¹ Only items that are not subject to veterinary controls are allowed
Oostende - Airport A E E I¹, E I,E I,E N Y Y ¹ Only items that are not subject to veterinary controls are allowed
Ostende - Seaport S N N I¹,E I,E I,E N N N ¹ Only items that are not subject to veterinary controls are allowed
Zaventem A I,E I,E I,E I,E I,E N Y Y
Zeebrugge S N N I,E I,E I,E Y N Y

Mode of 
transport

(A, S, Ra, Ro, 
M)

Border 
Inspection Post 
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(Y,N)

Parts and 
Derivatives - 

Animals 
(I, E)

Parts and 
Derivatives -

Plants 
(I, E)
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