
Decision tree for “Return to the wild” options 
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Q3 Can country of origin and site of capture be 
determined? 

Q4 Can animals be expeditiously replaced to 
origin and do benefits of such action 
outweigh the risks? 

Q5 Does a generally recognized captive-breeding 
or reintroduction programme exist for the 
species in question? 
Contact IUCN, CITES Secretariat, and/or 
local authorities for advice 

Q6 Are the animals from an appropriate 
population for an existing breeding/ 
reintroduction programme? 

Q7 Is there a commitment to establish a new 
reintroduction programme following IUCN 
guidelines? 

Pursue “Captive” 
options 
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agreement 

and transfer 

Pursue “Captive” 
options 

Pursue “Captive” 
options 

Repatriate and reinforce 
at origin (specific 

location) following IUCN 
Guidelines 

Transfer to existing 
programme 

Transfer to holding facility 
or new programme 

Q1 Will returning the animal to the wild make a 
significant contribution to the conservation 
of the species, including through education 
and other means? 
Contact local experts, IUCN, or appropriate 
IUCN/SSC Specialist Group 

Q2 Have animals been found to be disease-free 
by comprehensive veterinary screening and 
quarantine? 

No 

No Yes 

Quarantine and screen. 
Are animals healthy or 
can they be treated for 

infection? 

Are institutions interested in 
animals for research under 
humane conditions? For 

Appendix-I species, research 
shall benefit captive or wild 

populations of that or closely 
related species 


