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New information since the CoP15 FAO Expert Advisory Panel, IUCN-TRAFFIC, and the 
CITES Secretariat concluded that oceanic whitetip sharks met the Appendix II listing criteria has 
strengthened the CoP 16 proposal: 

Most importantly, new information from the first-ever full stock assessment (Rice and Harley 
2012) for oceanic whitetip shark for the Western and Central Pacific corroborated and reinforced 
this conclusion.  There are three time series for the Indian Ocean, all of which demonstrate 
decline of this species. 

Dharmdi and Wiadnyana (2012) identify oceanic whitetip shark as one of five most vulnerable 
sharks in the Indian Ocean. 

A study by Walsh and Clarke (2011) shows continued and greater decline in the Hawaii-based 
pelagic longline fishery compared to their earlier study. 

Based on this new information, the current FAO Expert Advisory Panel again concluded that, 
based on the available evidence, oceanic whitetip shark meets the biological criteria for listing in 
CITES Appendix II.  

IUCN/TRAFFIC did an independent review of this proposal and also found that the oceanic 
whitetip shark meets the biological criteria for listing in CITES Appendix II.   

The CITES Secretariat also concluded the oceanic whitetip shark meets the Appendix II listing 
criteria.  According to the CITES Secretariat, it is evident that oceanic whitetip shark “is 
overexploited and there is evidence demonstrating declines to the level of meeting the listing 
criteria in almost all cases where the populations were monitored.” 

Abundance trends for marine species are evidenced by catch data; standardized catch data are a 
robust indicator of low abundance of the species in its natural environment.  
 
A paper published after the oceanic whitetip shark proposal for CoP16 was submitted (Clarke et 
al. 2012) shows 17% declines annually in the Western and Central Pacific.  Likewise, the review 
of the proposal by IUCN/TRAFFIC included new information (will be published soon) showing 
less movement than previously assumed and thus higher potential for population fragmentation 
and local extirpation.  These studies further reinforce the above conclusions 
 
The trade data in the oceanic whitetip shark proposal comes from the best available scientific 
study.  This study represents a robust and comprehensive analysis of the trade in shark fins.  All 
anecdotal reports suggest that demand for this species has stayed stable and may have increased.  



Shifts in the market from Hong Kong to other mainland China markets make repetition of this 
study difficult.   
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