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CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES 

OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA 

___________________ 

 

 

 

Twenty-third meeting of the Animals Committee 

Geneva, (Switzerland), 19-24 April 2008 

REVIEW OF THE USE OF SOURCE CODE ‘R’ 

1. This document has been prepared by the Secretariat. 

2. Decision 14.52 directs the Animals and Plants Committees to: 

  a) review the CITES trade data maintained by the UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre 

[UNEP-WCMC] to determine the species for which source code R has been used for trade, 

and the countries where this has occurred;    

  b) survey countries applying source code R to species other than crocodilians transferred from 

Appendix I to Appendix II subject to ranching, and obtain information on the management 

programme for the species to which this source code is applied;    

  c) review the literature on wildlife management for current information on management 

systems that would resemble ranching (i.e. primarily focused on the harvest of specimens 

representing early life stages for rearing in captivity) and identify common elements in these 

programmes;    

  d) based on this review, propose a definition of ranching and the use of source code R for 

CITES purposes; and    

  e) report at the 15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties on the implementation of this 

decision. 

3. This Decision derives from a suggestion made by the Animals and Plants Committees themselves in 

document CoP14 Doc. 38 following unsuccessful attempts, under Decision 13.68, to carry out a 

wider review of production systems. 

4. The term ranching was first used in a CITES context at the third meeting of the Conference of the 

Parties (New Delhi, 1981), where the Conference adopted Resolution Conf. 3.15 on Ranching, which 

established special criteria for the transfer of populations from Appendix I to Appendix II for ranching 

purposes. This Resolution was repealed at the 10th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (Harare, 

1997) by Resolution Conf. 10.18 on Ranching and trade in ranched specimens, which was itself 

repealed at the 11th meeting (Gigiri, 2000) by Resolution Conf. 11.16 on Ranching and trade in 

ranched specimens of species transferred from Appendix I to Appendix II. This Resolution was 

amended at the 14th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (The Hague, 2007) and is now 

Resolution Conf. 11.16 (Rev. CoP14). Ranching has been defined throughout these Resolutions as 

the ‘rearing in a controlled environment of specimens taken from the wild’. From Resolution Conf. 

10.18 onwards, the Parties added in the preambular text of the Resolutions that they were aware 
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that ranching of crocodilians on the basis of controlled collection of eggs or hatchlings could be 

potentially a valuable and positive conservation tool, whereas taking of wild adult animals needs 

stricter control. 

5. The following crocodilian populations have been transferred from Appendix I to Appendix II following 

successful ranching proposals: 

Population of Species 
CoP number and year of transfer from 

Appendix I to Appendix II 

Argentina Caiman latirostris CoP10, 1997 

Botswana Crocodylus niloticus CoP7, 1989 

Cuba Crocodylus acutus CoP13, 2004 

Ecuador Melanosuchus niger CoP9, 1994 

Ethiopia Crocodylus niloticus CoP8, 1992 

Indonesia Crocodylus porosus CoP9, 1994 

Kenya Crocodylus niloticus CoP8, 1992 

Madagascar Crocodylus niloticus CoP10, 1997 

Malawi Crocodylus niloticus CoP7, 1989 

Mozambique Crocodylus niloticus CoP7, 1989 

South Africa Crocodylus niloticus CoP9, 1994 

Uganda Crocodylus niloticus CoP10, 1997 

Zambia Crocodylus niloticus CoP7, 1989 

Zimbabwe Crocodylus niloticus CoP4, 1983 

 

6. According to Resolution Conf. 12.3 (Rev. CoP14) on Permits and certificates, source code ‘R’ is to 

be applied to ‘Specimens originating in a ranching operation’, but the Resolution does not specifically 

link this to Resolution Conf. 11.16 (Rev. CoP14). 

7. At the request of the Secretariat, UNEP-WCMC has provided printouts, derived from CITES annual 

reports, showing all exports of specimens of species with the source code declared as ‘R’, for the 

years 1991-2005. This information is presented in the Annexes to the present document. 

8. The trade data provided by UNEP-WCMC show that source code ‘R’ has been used rather 

inconsistently by Parties for species other than crocodilians listed in paragraph 5. Repeated use by 

the same Party, for the same species, for a number of years, is the exception rather than the rule. 

9. The Committees are invited to review countries which are using the source code ‘R’ and identify 

those doing so on a regular basis for species other than crocodilians transferred from Appendix I to 

Appendix II subject to ranching. The Secretariat will then seek information from these countries 

about the management programmes for such species. The Committees are also invited to decide 

how they will review the literature on wildlife management for current information on management 

systems that would resemble ranching (i.e. primarily focused on the harvest of specimens 

representing early life stages for rearing in captivity) and identify common elements in these 

programmes, so that at their next meetings they can agree a definition of ranching and the use of 

source code ‘R’ for CITES purposes which can be reported at the 15th meeting of the Conference of 

the Parties in compliance with Decision 14.52. 
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