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CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES 
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____________________ 

 
 
 

Fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
The Hague (Netherlands), 3-15 June 2007 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION TO CoP14 PROPOSALS 31, 32 AND 33 

1. The attached information document has been submitted by the Netherlands. 

2. The annexes are the original comments received from the following Parties (in the language in which 
they were submitted): 

 – Annex 1  Argentina 
 – Annex 2  Brazil 
 – Annex 3  Colombia 
 – Annex 4  Costa Rica 
 – Annex 5  El Salvador 
 – Annex 6  Guatemala 
 – Annex 7  Peru 
 – Annex 8  Saint Lucia 
 – Annex 9  Suriname 
 – Annex 10 United States of America (first response) 
 – Annex 11 United States of America (second response) 
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Supporting documentation to CoP14 Proposals 31, 32, 33 
 
Proposal 31 Inclusion of Cedrela spp. in Appendix II 
Proposal 32 Inclusion of Dalbergia retusa and D. granadillo in Appendix II 
Proposal 33 Inclusion of Dalbergia stevensonii in Appendix II 
 

1. Development of proposals 
The three proposals to list: 1) Cedrela odorata, 2) Dalbergia retusa plus D. granadillo and 3) D. stevensonii have 
been developed by the Netherlands, working in collaboration with UNEP-WCMC. This has been a thorough 
and lengthy process dating back to 1988, leading to the identification of timber tree species appropriate for 
inclusion in the Appendices to CITES. The Plants Committee supports the process and has discussed it at all 
meetings of the Plants Committee since 1998. A summary of the process up to July 2006 was provided in 
PC16 Doc. 19.2.  
 
As part of the process, a Mesoamerican workshop was run by UNEP-WCMC in 2005, funded by the 
Netherlands and the UK. During the workshop, Cedrela odorata, Dalbergia retusa and D. stevensonii were 
identified as candidates for inclusion in CITES Appendix II. Botanical or forestry experts from each country 
in the region (other than El Salvador) participated at the workshop, as well as representatives from FAO, 
and IUCN/SSC. ITTO, TRAFFIC and WWF were invited but were unable to attend. The report of the 
meeting is available at: http://www.unep-wcmc.org/forest/timber/index.htm   
 
The Plants Committee supported the development of three separate proposals to list Cedrela odorata, 
Dalbergia retusa and D. stevensonii. At PC 16, at the request of the Chairman these proposals were presented 
and discussed separately in plenary. Resolution Conf. 10.13 (Rev. CoP13) recommends “that any Party that 
intends to present an amendment proposal for a timber species (irrespective of other agreed procedures) 
should consult with at least four different organizations listed in the table below [two from each of the two 
types (B and T)], to verify or request biological and trade data and should include any relevant information 
in the amendment proposal before this is sent to the Secretariat for distribution to the Parties”. Participants 
at PC16 included IUCN-SSC [B], TRAFFIC [B, T], UNEP-WCMC {B} and the International Wood Products 
Association [T].   
 
During discussions of this item interventions were made by the PC representatives of Africa, Asia, Central 
and South America and the Caribbean, Europe, North America and Oceania and the observers from Austria, 
Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Germany, Mexico, the Netherlands, Peru, the United Kingdom, the United 
States, the European Community, Organización del Tratado de Cooperación Amazónica, UNEP World 
Conservation Monitoring Centre, COMURNAT and TRAFFIC. The Plants Committee encouraged all range 
States of the species to support the Netherlands by collating and providing further information.  Comments 
from Costa Rica and Peru, plus the first response from the USA were received before 14 December 2006. 
These comments are integrated into the proposals. Comments received from 14 December 2006 to 8 March 
2007 are summarised below, for each species. A copy of each range State’s comments is attached as an Annex 
to this document. 
 

2. Review of proposals 
Following PC 16, the Netherlands wrote to all range States, enclosing copies of the proposals and requesting 
feedback. Comments received by 14 December 2006 are incorporated in the text of the proposals. All 
comments received after this date are attached as Annexes to this report. Range States providing comments, 
and the species referred to are listed in table 1. The comments provided by each range State are summarised 
below. 
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Table  1 Range States responding and species commented on. 
 
Annex Range State Cedrela odorata Dalbergia retusa Dalbergia stevensonii 

1 Argentina x Not a range State Not a range State 
2 Brazil x Not a range State Not a range State 
3 Colombia  x x Not a range State 
4 Costa Rica x x Not a range State 
5 El Salvador x x Not a range State 
6  Guatemala x x x 
7 Peru x Not a range State Not a range State 
8 St Lucia x Not a range State Not a range State 
9 Suriname x x x 

10 USA 1st response x Not a range State Not a range State 
11 USA 2nd response x Not a range State Not a range State 

 
Cedrela odorata 
Argentina: Isolated individuals not subject to any sort of trade. 
Brazil:  We agree to act as co-proponents [of the proposal]. 
Colombia:  
Colombia provided a detailed ten-page document on the species.  
 
Use: Used in the manufacture of a long list of items including furniture and musical instruments. One of the 
most important timbers in the world, exploited on a large scale for the last 200 years.  
 
Current status: National status - Endangered (En 2cd), since 60% of the population occurs within intensely 
exploited regions. As a result Colombia included the species in Appendix III in 2001. Regional 
environmental authorities have also taken action for many years to prevent over-exploitation. In one area 
use of the species has been prohibited since 1984 and logging has been permanently banned in another since 
1983.  
 
C. odorata is referred to as one of several high value timber trees that in recent years have disappeared from 
different distribution zones and from the national market. C. odorata is subject to high utilisation and trade 
levels in the regions of Norte del Valle del Cauca, Magdalena Medio, Urabá and Amazónica. 
 
Amazon Region: C. odorata is the principal timber currently exploited in the Amazon region, and one of the 
main pillars for local economies in various zones within the region. Considered a precious wood, in high demand 
at the local, regional, national and international level. The extractive use is unsustainable in the medium and 
long term, and the species is becoming scarce. Loggers now have to go further into the forest to obtain good 
quality wood and to find new sites to exploit.  
 
The small blocks of wood in which the species is normally traded are indicative of its scarcity and high 
commercial value. Valuable species such as C. odorata are exploited when they are very young, resulting in 
lower quality wood and therefore losses, which in turn generate even higher levels of pressure on the 
species. 

 
The low population levels now recorded could lead to a drastic reduction in population size. 
 
Due to the mentioned condition of the resource, both at the national level and in the Amazon region, 
regional trade of the species into Colombia from Peru and Ecuador has been occurring, along the rivers. As a 
measure to control illegal trade in C. odorata in the Amazon region, in 1996 Peru banned the harvest of timber 
in several river basins within the department of Loreto, and prohibited the gross export of cedar and 
mahogany timber. This complements a 1991 resolution prohibiting cedar and mahogany chainsaw logging at 
the national level. 
 
Similarly, in 1997, Ecuador imposed a five-year ban on use of timber species including Cedrela spp. 
The Colombian regional environmental agency with jurisdiction over the Amazon region has implemented 
management measures to monitor levels of trade in C. odorata. Importers are required to provide details of 
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the volume and source of timber extracted. The first reports were made in 1996. Trade information provided 
for 1996-9 is summarised in table 2. 

Table 2 Summary of information on trade of Cedrela odorata in the Amazonica region of Colombia 
 

Year Cubic metres timber Trade allowed  
5,634 Legal import from Peru 1996 (first semester) 
1,324 Legal import from Ecuador 

1996 (July) 12,338 From Peru 
14,000 Seven permits were issued allowing the 

harvest of C. odorata in the Colombian area of 
Tarapaca region.  

1,142 Amount in Peru pre-dating the Decree of 1996 

1997 

2,000 
147 

Amount in Peru still to be used 

1998 800 Seized and confiscated amount coming from 
Peru 

1999 1,200 Seized and confiscated amount coming from 
Peru 

 
Details are also provided of bi-national management actions for sustainable use in place between Colombia 
and Peru, including various bi-national meetings and workshops. 
 
International trade has been controlled since 1976 by a law allowing exports of species such as C. odorata only 
for “second-degree-of-transformation products” (i.e. products with an added value, such as furniture). 
 
At the regional level, due to the threat status of local populations some regional authorities have established 
bans to protect the species. 

 
Costa Rica: Comments are integrated into the proposal. 
El Salvador: Found in all fourteen departments. Threatened. Use is regulated under legislation of 2004. 
Grows in wet to semi-deciduous dry forests, 50-1000 m. Common in the vegetation of the country’s coffee-
growing areas (9% of national territory). One of the main commercial species at national level utilised for 
construction of furniture, musical instruments and handcrafts. Details of herbaria containing specimens are 
provided.  
Guatemala: Management plans have authorised the commercial use of C. odorata. Fragmentation and habitat 
reduction is the major threat. 
The impact generated by unregulated cedar and “rosul” logging and trade is considered significant due to 
the species’ high commercial value. 
Peru: Comments are integrated into the proposal.  
St. Lucia: Rare. Known as Acajou or Red Cedar. Occurs in Soufriere on the southwest coast. A few trees also 
grow in other areas in the north, in well-drained soil and dry habitats. No plantations. No export trade. Over 
exploited in the past for timber, due to its durability, high timber value and quality. As a tradition, a few 
trees have been planted near Catholic Churches island-wide. 
USA: Comments from the first response are integrated into the proposal. Native to Puerto Rico and US 
Virgin Islands. Introduced to American Samoa. Puerto Rico: During the 1930s, the United States Forest 
Service (USFS) planted (222 ha) of secondary forests wit seedlings of C. odorata. However most of these trees 
died and today only a small portion of the trees planted exist. Additionally, a very small population of 
natural regenerated C. odorata is widely distributed throughout the National Forest. No harvest of the species 
occurs on the National Forest nor is there any emphasis to harvest the species in the near future from the 
forest. A list of the reserves where it is planted is provided. Limited harvest, perhaps opportunistically, may 
occur on these lands and possibly on privately owned lands. This harvest is believed to be for domestic use. 
US Virgin Islands: known only from one specimen on National Park Service land on St. John at Trunk’s Bay, 
which may have been planted years ago. Harvest in the National Park is prohibited. At the time of the first 
response (1 Dec 2006) the USA noted that they were still in the process of consulting with their 
constituencies and were therefore not yet able to state the official US position on the proposal, nor able to co-
sponsor the proposal at that time. 
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Dalbergia retusa 
Colombia: No information or specific documentation is available on the status or distribution of the species 
in the country].  
El Salvador: Scarce, found in small pockets of natural wood and some coffee-growing areas. Not protected 
at the national level. Only found in wet forests from 500-800m. Trade impact not identified. Details of 
herbaria containing specimens are provided. 
Guatemala: Management plans have authorised the commercial use of D. retusa. Very or extremely scarce. 
Fragmentation and habitat reduction is the major threat. The impact generated by unregulated cedar and 
“rosul” logging and trade is considered significant due to the species’ high commercial value. 
 
Dalbergia stevensonii 
Guatemala :  Very or extremely scarce. No management plans have been reported. Fragmentation and 
habitat reduction is the major threat. The impact generated by unregulated cedar and “rosul” logging and 
trade is considered significant due to the species’ high commercial value. 
 

3. Finalising proposals 
Following feedback obtained during the review process, and taking into account comments received on the 
problems of look-alike species, particularly in relation to look-alike timber, two of the draft proposals were 
amended to include additional species. The Cedrela odorata proposal was amended to include all species in 
the genus Cedrela, and the Dalbergia retusa proposal was amended to include one other Central American 
Dalbergia species, D. granadillo.  
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