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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

Bet ween

The Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of WIld Fauna and Fl ora

(G TES or the Convention)

and

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United

Nat i ons ( FAO

Concer ni ng

Commerci al | y-expl oited aquati c species

February 2003



NOTI NG that the Food and Agriculture O ganization of
the United Nations (FAO was founded in 1945, inter
alia, to pronote and reconmend international action
wWith respect to the conservation of natural resources
and the adoption of inproved nethods of agricultural
production and to furnish such technical assistance
as Governnents may request;

FUTHER NOTING that the Convention on |International
Trade in Endangered Species of WIld Fauna and Flora
(GO TES) was adopted in 1973, inter alia, to bring
anout !nten?at|ena[ eeepelatlin .?Sfeﬁt'al I?'ﬁlthe
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trade——reqgulate international trade in eertabn

endangered species of wild fauna and flora against
over-exploitation due to international trade;

RECOGNI ZI NG that the ainms and purposes of C TES and
FAO are related and in conformty with each other and
that strengthened cooperation between C TES and FAO
woul d better ensure the achievenent of those ains and
pur poses.

RECALLI NG the recommendation in February 2002 of the
COFI  Sub-commttee on Fish Trade, a subsidiary body
to the FAO Conmttee on Fisheries, that a Menorandum
of Understanding (MU be established between FAO and
C TES;, and

FURTHER RECALLI NG the decision of the Conference of
the Parties to CITES at its 12th neeting in Novenber
2002 directing the Standing Committee to conclude a
MU wth FAO to establish a frane work for
cooperation; recognising the prinmary role of FAO and
r egi onal fisheries managenent or gani zati ons i N
fisheries nmanagenent and the role of CTES in
regul ating international trade;




CITES and FAO agree on the following scope and
nmet hods of cooperati on.

Article 1
Scientific and technical evaluation of CITES |listing
proposal s

CI TES and FAO shall develop a procedure for ensuring
future FAO involvenent in the scientific evaluation
of proposals for listing, de-listing or transfering
coonercially exploited aquatic species in CTES
appendices in accordance with Article XV, paragraphs
1 and 2(b) of the Convention. Once agreed, the
procedure shall be annexed to and considered part of
t his MOU.

Article 2
Capacity building for natural resource nmanagenent

a) CITES and FAO shall cooperate as appropriate to
pronote capacity building in developing countries
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the inplenentation of the Convention and FAO Codes of
Action concerning the rmanagenent of comecially-
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b) CdTES and FAO shall comunicate and exchange
information regularly and bring to each other's
attention areas of concern where there is a role for
CITES or FAO to play or where there are
i npl enentation difficulties that need to be taken
I nto consideration and addr essed.




Article 3
Techni cal and | egal issues of common interest

CITES and FAO shall identify and work together to
address techni cal and | egal | ssues  of common
I nterest.

Article 4

Coordi nati on of work

a) The Secreariats of CTES and FAO shall neet
annual ly to discuss inplenentation of this MU and to
prepare joint work plans, if required —for carrying
out specific activities. The result of these neetings
shall be provided to the CTES Standing Conmttee and
the FAO Sub-commttee on Fish Trade for review —and
I nput and wor kpl ans approval .

b) The  Secretari at of CITES and FAO shall
periodically report on work conpleted under the MU
to neetings of the Conference of the Parties to CTES
and the FAO Conm ttee on Fisheri es.

Article 5
General provisions

a) This MU shall take effect on the date of
signature by both CITES and FAO It shall remain in
force unless termnated by 90 days's witten notice
served by one upon the other, or replaced by another
agreenent. It nmay be anended by witten nutual
agreenent of CITES and FAQ

b) Neither CTES nor FAO shall be legally or
financially liable in any way for activities carried
out jointly or indenpendently. Separate letters of
agr eenent or other arrangenents, wth specific
budget s and resource i dentification, wi | | be
concluded for individual activities involving the
commtnent of financial resources by either CTES or
FAQ



Ken St ansel |
Chai rman, Standing Conmttee Chai rman of the

Counci |
G TES FAO
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