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Dear Secretariat staff, 
  
Please find below the response from NZ to Notification 2010/027. Of particular relevance for us and 
addressed in this message are items: (a) Sharks; and (f) Non-detriment findings.  
  
Sharks 
  
New Zealand has minimal trade in the three CITES-listed shark species. Trade information for each of the 
species is as follows: 
  

Cetorhinus maximus: There have been no recorded imports of specimens of Cetorhinus maximus 
since listing on CITES. Between 2004 and 2006, NZ exported 68 fins, all to Singapore. In 2008, NZ 
exported one consignment of scientific samples to the UK.   
  
Carcharodon carcharias: Since 2001, NZ has exported two consignments of scientific samples (to 
the UK), and three consignments of other specimens (bones/teeth, two personal and one travelling 
exhibition). There has been legal import of one consignment of two teeth from ZA, and four seizures 
of various specimens (jaws, soup, teeth).   
  
Rhincodon typus: No reported imports or exports of this species.  

  
New Zealand continues to progress implementation of its National Plan of Action for the Conservation and 
Management of Sharks (http://www.fish.govt.nz/NR/rdonlyres/F0530841-CD61-4C3E-9E50-
153A281A4180/0/NPOAsharks.pdf), which was agreed in October 2008. Pursuant to commitments 
articulated in the NZ-NPOA, protection of various shark species was extended in 2010 through amendments 
to various pieces of domestic legislation: 
  
-In July 2010, Rhincodon typus became absolutely protected under New Zealand's Wildlife Act. In December 
2010, Cetorhinus maximus became absolutely protected under New Zealand's Wildlife Act. Carcharodon 
carcharias has been absolutely protected under this Act since 2007.  
-In December 2010, protection to basking sharks from New Zealand flagged vessels in the high seas was 
effected under Fisheries (Basking Shark - High Seas Protection) Regulations 2010. Reporting requirements 
under the Fisheries (Reporting) Regulations 2001 were amended under Fisheries (Reporting) Amendment 
Regulations (No 2) 2010. 
  
A recent report was published on the New Zealand Ministry of Fisheries' website regarding bycatch of 
basking shark in NZ fisheries [M.P. Francis and M.H. Smith. 2010. Basking shark (Cetorhinus maximus) 
bycatch in New Zealand fisheries, 1994-95 to 2007-08. Wellington, NZ: Ministry of Fisheries.], available at 
http://fs.fish.govt.nz/Page.aspx?pk=113&dk=22268.   
  
Non-detriment findings 
  
New Zealand's comments on non-detriment findings and the outputs of the International Expert Workshop on 
Non-detriment Findings were provided to the Secretariat as a response to the questionnaire sent out by the 
Secretariat in June 2009 (Notification 2009/023). 
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Please let me know if you have any questions about this information or if you would like more detail. 
  
With kind regards, 
Wendy Jackson 
  
Senior CITES Officer, CITES Management Authority        
Department of Conservation | 18-32 Manners Street, Wellington, New Zealand 6143 
Tel +64 4 471 0726 | Fax +64 4 381 3057 | http://www.doc.govt.nz  
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